FACTSHEET

GEEBUNG WALK
What You Will See: Sydney Sandstone Transition Forest
which supports a rich diversity of flora. The Sydney Sandstone
Ridgetop Woodland, which is now a rare vegetation
community in Sydney and the Sydney Sandstone Gully Forest
Cattai Creek. There is a large variety of native plants growing
in the reserve which means you will see wildflowers in most
months of the year as well as many species of birds which
feed on them.
Fred Caterson Reserve is Crown land under the care and
control of The Hills Shire Council. It has been designated as
an area for public recreation since 1895.
Distance: 3.5 kilometres. Shorter sections of the walk can
be undertaken if preferred.
Grade: Easy to Medium
Time: 2 hours
Facilities: There are toilets, picnic tables and children’s play
area adjacent to the Field No. 1 car park.
Track Status: This walk follows formed tracks and rougher
bush tracks on the slopes of the sandstone ridges.
Starting Point: Field Number 1 car park, Fred Caterson
Reserve. Fred Caterson Reserve is accessed from
Gilbert Road, Castle Hill and Field Number 1 is one
kilometre from entrance.

FRED CATERSON RESERVE, CASTLE HILL
Safety Information
This is a general safety guide for participants undertaking
suggested self-guided bush walks.Walking in council
reserves and other bush locations provides a great
opportunity for relaxation and the exploration of local
environs. However, its important to always be prepared.
Plan your walk
•
Research your walk and check everyone is comfortable
with the planned route
•
Walk in groups – in an emergency one of you might
need to wait with the injured person while the other
gets help.
•
Check the difficulty. Some walks include steep terrain.
If you’re unsure of the difficulty, contact council.
•
Check weather forecasts and reserve conditions
and be aware that weather conditions can change,
especially during the long fire season.
•
Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) http://www.bom.gov.au/nsw/forecasts/
•
Rural Fire Service Map - https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/
fire-information/fires-near-me
Tell somebody
•
Give route details to your friends and family. Tell them
about any medical conditions and when to expect you
back, and check in with them when you return.
Stay on track
•
Walking tracks are not always signposted or
maintained, so please take care.

Disclaimer

The Hills Shire Council has taken all reasonable care in providing walk descriptions and related information however does not provide any guarantee as to the completeness or
currency of the spatial and textual information that has been generated in this document. The use of the information provided herein is entirely at the user’s risk and The Hills Shire
Council accepts no responsibility for any loss, injury, damage, mishap or inconvenience sustained by anyone relying on the information contained within this document.
The geographical information provided for the walk route is a suggestion only and it is the responsibility of each person undertaking the bush walk to assess for themselves
the best and safest way to proceed through the walk. Each individual must exercise their own independent judgment as to whether the walk routes suggested by The Hills
Shire Council are safe for the walker having regard to their fitness, training, skill, age and experience.
All outdoor activities involve some risk of death or injury such as bush fires, snake bites, ankle sprains, heat exhaustion (as some examples only) and users of these maps
and bushwalking routes must be aware of such risks in carrying out a bushwalk and each individual bears their own responsibility for the potential risks.
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•

To protect our landscapes for future generations,
please ensure that native plant and animal habitat and
heritage sites are not disturbed.

What to bring
•
For longer walks take plenty of water, snacks and a
basic first aid kit.
•
Wear or take appropriate clothing and closed-toe
footwear and consider the need for a waterproof jacket
and sun protection.
•
Take a copy of the topographic map and compass and
be confident with how to use them.
•
Consider bringing a mosquito spray or spray your
clothes prior to the walk.
Report
•
Report any fallen trees or other obstacles and any
pollution events in creeks and ponds.
Dogs
•
Dogs must be on a leash at all times when walking in
reserves and bushland areas.

10. Walk along the edge of Field No 6 to the access road into
this part of the reserve. Turn left on to this road and then
right into Caterson Drive.
11. Walk 300 metres along Caterson Drive facing the
oncoming traffic, to the marked track on the left. Follow
this track to Field Number 1.
12. At Field Number 1 turn left to return to the car park.
Copyright
The base cadastre and contours information provided on
the following maps are subject to Copyright belonging to
NSW Spatial Services and the 2016 aerial photography
on this map is subject to Copyright belonging to Jacobs
SKM. All cadastre modifications including additional data
provided herein are subject to Copyright of The Hills Shire
Council.

Directions and Points of Interest:
1.

Walk along the Mario Vargas Way (sign post for this
concrete path is located at start near the entrance to car
park) around the southern edge of Field No.1 to a gap in
the treated logs.

2.

Turn right on to this single track into the shale transition
forest. This name refers to the trees and shrubs which
grow on sandstone mixed with clay from the higher
ridges. This mix of soil types supports a great diversity
of plants. Follow the track along the cyclone fence to the
baseball field and veer to the right to a direction signpost
(with the yellow Geebung flower).

3.

Continue following the yellow signs to an unmarked T
intersection. Take the track on the right. Follow this track
to an unmarked fork in the track.

4.

Take the right hand track and follow this over a sandstone
rock shelf. The woodland along this track and for the
next kilometre is known as Sydney Sandstone Ridgetop
Woodland and is now a rare vegetation community. The
dominant trees are scribbly gums.

5.

The track meets a fire trail. Turn left here.

6.

At the track junction with a concrete bike path a short
detour to the right can be made down to the bridge over
Castle Hill Creek. Keep an eye out for Eastern Water
Dragons here on warm days. Return to the fire trail.

7.

Take the path below the BMX Field to the right which
leads to Field Number 4.

8.

At Field Number 4 continue past the banksias and
scribbly gums on the left hand side of the field. This is a
popular place to see kookaburras as they obviously like
the open area.

9.

Walk along an avenue of scribbly gums and look for tree
hollows here which may be home to lorikeets, cockatoos
or galahs.
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