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This Wildlife Journal  
belongs To

Name

School

Year 

Kindly produced and donated by The Hills Shire Council. 
We hope that it inspires you to explore our bushland areas and learn about  

the wildlife that also call The Hills Shire home.  
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bushland reserves in The hills
In The hills shire, we are fortunate to still have so many beautiful landscapes and an 
abundance of wildlife who also call this their home. 

The hills shire council manages approximately 1100 hectares of bushland and over 170 
different reserves. These reserves exist for the protection of native flora and fauna and to 
provide recreational activities such as bushwalking, picnics and environmental education. 
They range in size from Excelsior Reserve, Baulkham hills at 71 hectares to Annie Prior 
Reserve, Glenhaven, which is less than one hectare. 

 
The reserves include a variety of landscapes such as tall eucalypt forests, colourful 

sandstone heath and shady rainforest gullies. These reserves contain a great diversity 
of plants, animals and ecological communities, with the smaller urban reserves providing 
important habitat for flora and fauna and links to the larger reserves.  The larger reserves 
can be home to mammals such as sugar gliders, bandicoots, echidnas and a great diversity of 
birds, bats, reptiles and insects. 

The reserves also provide many recreational opportunities including walking tracks, cycle 
ways and jogging trails. The hills shire council’s Tracks and Trails program is designed to 
inspire you to get out, be active, and use the large number of bush tracks and trails that are 
available to you, right on your doorstep. 

Information on the Tracks and Trails, including easy to read maps, can be accessed on 
Council’s website www.thehills.nsw.gov.au. 
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Planning your Walk in The bush
It is important to be well prepared when going into the bush, especially if you are planning on 
doing a long walk. 

Being prepared

Always think about what items you should take with you beforehand and be well prepared, 
especially for a long walk in an area that is new to you.

Activity 

Circle the 10 items you should take with you on a long bushwalk in a new area:

Hair dryer insect repellent mirror comb

water bottle sunscreen hat magazine

basic first aid kit map compass snack food 

sunglasses your bush journal mobile phone (fully charged) 

Planning your walk

Always check the weather forecast. The Bureau 
of Meteorology website www.bom.gov.au provides 
up-to-date information on weather forecasts, 
severe weather warnings, observations and flood 
information that will help plan your walk. 

You should also check that there are no bush 
fire warnings or hazard reduction burns planned 
for the area you intend to walk in. For the latest 
information on bushfire warnings and bushfire 
safety resources visit www.rfs.nsw.gov.au  

Research your walk so that you know it is within 
everyone’s comfort and ability and try to walk in a 
group of at least three people if possible.
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keePing safe in The bush
Safety whilst walking

It is important to be aware of other people using the trail, especially bike riders and runners. 
Always be prepared to share the trail. Try to recall the name of the trail and stay on the trail 
to avoid becoming lost and having to phone for help. Please be aware that phone coverage 
may not be available in deep gully areas.

Here are some rules to keep you safe:

4     let people know where you are going and when you will return

4     wear suitable clothing and flat, closed-toe footwear 

4     follow the directions on the signage along the trail

4     take note of key features of the landscape

4     keep your eye on any changes in the weather  

4      watch out for animals such as snakes. If you do see a snake, back away to a safe 
distance and allow the snake to move away. snakes often want to escape when 
disturbed.

Basic first aid equipment

There is always a chance that you may cut yourself on a walk. There may be a branch 
or spikey leaf that cuts your arm or you may even trip and cut your knee. This is a good 
reason to wear a long sleeve shirt and always watch where you put your feet. It is also 
a good idea to carry basic first aid equipment such as: band aids, bandages of different 
lengths, antiseptic powder or cream, sterile wipes, and a product like stingose to relieve 
stings and bites.

Activity

1.   Create your own first aid kit

2.  Name two organisations that provide basic and senior first aid training

3.  Enrol in a basic first aid course
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observing The Wildlife
Be aware there are a range of animals to be found in the bush.  some are very small, some 
are hard to find because of their camouflage or ability to blend in and some can remain very 
still or be inactive (hibernating). 

Observing wildlife will therefore require the use of most of your senses – sight, hearing and 
smell. Try to be as quiet as you can whilst out on your bushwalk and you may be fortunate 
enough to observe animals or hear their calls. It is also likely you might spot other evidence 
of the animals presence, such as droppings (scats) and footprints. Your Wildlife Journal will 
help you record all this information.

Whilst on your walk you should consider an animal’s habitat and behaviour if you want 
to track and locate it. What does it eat? What time of day is it most active? What does it 
sound like? There are lots of good field guides and online resources that can assist you (see 
‘Resources’ section for suggestions). 

Binoculars are useful to have with you in the bush to get a closer look at the animal, to 
identify what it is and observe what it is doing. A camera also provides a useful way to 
record what you see.  Refer to the Basic Bushland Photography booklet for information, 
hints and activities. 

Before heading out on a walk to find animals it is also a good idea to think about the 
different categories of animals that can be found or spotted.

Categories include: Insects, Birds, Reptiles, Mammals and Amphibians.
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birds
Birds are generally most active during the day (diurnal), except for owls which are most 
active in the night (nocturnal). Birds often have very distinctive calls and are one of the 
easiest groups to identify. The best time to observe diurnal birds is early morning or late 
afternoon, and nocturnal birds during the night with the use of a torch or spotlight. signs 
include nests in trees, ‘whitewash’ under branches, and Allocasuarina cones chewed by 
Glossy-black cockatoos. 

rePTiles 
Reptiles can be found in and around rocks, leaf litter and fallen timber. Lizards and snakes 
can be found sunning themselves in the mornings and during the heat of the day to warm 
their blood. Be careful to avoid disturbing them.

MaMMals
Most of Australia’s mammals, like possums, quolls, gliders and native rodents are nocturnal, 
so they are best observed during the night with the use of a torch or spotlight. shine the 
light up in the canopy, tree trunks, and on the ground. Look for the reflection of the light 
from the animals eyes. Wallabies and echidnas are often seen during the day. scratches or 
feeding scars on trees can indicate the presence of possums, gliders or koalas. 

aMPhibians
Frogs are most active at night and after rain. They can be hard to see but can be easily 
identified by the calls that the males make. They are generally found near water bodies such 
as creeks and dams. 

inverTebraTes (inseCTs, sPiders, snails)
Insects such as bees and butterflies can often be seen hovering around flowering plants. 
snails and other bugs can often be seen in amongst the leaf litter, but be careful when 
foraging around in case there are things that might bite! 

Adapted from ‘A Beginner’s Guide to Observing Wildlife’ by Land for Wildlife Queensland 
and ‘Watching and Surveying Wildlife’ 2011 by Office of Environment and Heritage. 

Activity – In your school yard or on a trail near your home, look for an animal and 
write a short description of what the animal looked like and what it was doing OR 
look for evidence of different animals which have visited that area and record 
what you found by creating sketches or taking photos and labelling them by using 
an annotated method.
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bush diary 
WhaT To look ouT for
A simple way to record both the plants and animals you observe is to write a weekly or 
monthly diary (or keep brief dot points) of what you see over a period of time.

Example of diary entries for December/January
4     Sydney Red Gum, Angophora costata flowering

4     The christmas Bush goes red.

4     On sandstone outcrops the Old Man Banksia, B serrata have their cones on display

4     Banksia cones are full of nectar and attract birds and insects

4     The golden yellow flowers of the Geebung persoonia levis appear

4     Frogs are mating in the wetter areas

4     Brush turkeys are keeping watch and maintaining their nest mounds

4     crickets, skinks and grasshoppers are active

4     Blue tongue lizards are born late January

4     January is the peak time for snakes to give birth

4     Baby koalas are born

Activity 
Write your own diary entry each day for a week (try to visit a variety of bush 
sites or visit the same site at different times of the day).

Extension Activity 
See if you can notice any significant changes from one year to the next in your 
patch of bush.
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bush diary 
WhaT To lisTen ouT for
The bush diary could also be used to record the sounds and movements of the bush. You 
could capture the sounds on a recording device and play the sounds on your next walk and 
listen to hear if anything calls back.

Example of diary entries for December/January

4     Frogs are croaking and making mating sounds

4     cicada calls are noisy and some summers they are deafening

4     Young birds are in nests making noises to be fed

4     Young ravens are leaving their parents territory to establish their own

4     Noisy minors and Indian minor birds are chasing other birds

4     Bell birds are making their distinctive calls high in the trees

4     White cockatoos are screeching and searching for food

4      Bush fires make a roaring sound, like a jet engine, when they are moving quickly  
up a hill

4     On a windy day the bush can sound loud and be full of movement

Activity 

Create your own recordings of bush sounds or borrow a copy of the bush sound 
recording from the Community Environment Centre so you can identify the sounds 
of the animals you have heard or recorded.



MY WILDLIFE JOURNAL

  10   MY WILDLIFE JOURNAL – hILLs shIRE cOUNcIL 

My favouriTe aniMal
By Mark Chidel, Senior Biodiversity Officer, The Hills Shire Council

The White-striped Free-tailed Bat (Tadarida australis) is sydney’s largest microbat 
(insectivorous bat). It weighs around 40 grams which is about as much as three fifty cent 
coins. Unlike other microbats, it has a call that can be heard by humans. Listen for a high 
pitched chirp overhead at night. It roosts in tree hollows, as well as old buildings. This 
microbat flies high above the ground where it helps to control pest insects by feeding on 
large numbers of moths, beetles and grasshoppers.

I think microbats are amazing because they are the only mammals that can fly and they 
are able to find their way around in complete darkness as they have a sonar system called 
echolocation. They are an important form of natural pest control as they eat up to three-
quarters of their own body weight in insects each night.

 

By Erin Roper, Senior Biodiversity Officer, The Hills Shire Council

The Powerful Owl is my favourite threatened species (at the moment). The Powerful Owl 
(Ninox strenua) is a very large owl, 50 to 60cm long with a wingspan of 110-140cm. Because 
of their size they require very large hollows in a big old tree. The hollow needs to be up to 
1 metre wide and 2 metres deep to nest in. Powerful Owls have traditional roosting groves 
to sleep during the daytime. They usually just sit or perch on bare branches in a dense leafy 
canopy. Pairs of Powerful Owls in the same family may call to each other at or before dusk 
and may on occasion make their call before dawn. They have a very large home range and 
are listed as a threatened species.   

I think Powerful Owls are incredible because of their large size and their excellent hunting 
abilities. I like being involved in survey efforts for this species as they have a very unique slow 
double hoot -woo-hoo - which sounds very powerful and is far-carrying. When spying these 
birds in their roosting trees, they stay very still and often watch you from their perch.
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My favouriTe aniMal
Activity – What is your favourite animal? Write your own description, include the 
scientific name as well as the common name, any unusual behaviour, where it is 
found and why it is your choice of favourite animal found in The Hills area. Try to 
include a photo or a sketch?
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keePing a bushWalk log 
It is a good idea to keep a record of the bushwalks that you have done, so that you remember 
the different places that you have explored, and the time of year that you visited them. This 
log will eventually help you keep track of your observations and changes over time.

some basic information that could be recorded in your log includes:

4  Date

4  Location (name of track)

4  Where I walked from start to finish (route or section of track)

4  how long (distance walked along the track)

4  Start and finish time

4  Weather and other conditions.

Example of possible entries in your log

Date Location/Route Distance Time Weather conditions

13/05/15 Eric Mobbs 
Reserve 
Platypus track

2 kms 3.30-4.30pm sunny at start, slight drizzle 
on return and 2 walkers 

17/05/15 Fred caterson 
Reserve

4 kms 9.00- 11.00am sunny clear skies and mild 
temperature of 18 and 3 
walkers
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bushWalk log  
        

Activity – Create your own log book or complete this log

Date Location/Route Distance Time Weather conditions



MY WILDLIFE JOURNAL

   14   MY WILDLIFE JOURNAL – hILLs shIRE cOUNcIL

keePing a Wildlife log 
Keeping a wildlife log will enable you to keep a record of some of the observations you 
make whilst walking in the bush. Photos as mentioned are also a great way to record your 
observations. Refer to the Basic Bushland Photography booklet for information, hints and 
activities.

It is valuable to include in your wildlife log:

4     The name of the animal or category (ctg)

4     the number of animals/evidence found

4     a brief description of the features of the animal 

4     the behaviour or distinguishing activities of the animal

4     any evidence of the animal having been in the area

The behaviour of the animal refers to the activity that is being undertaken. For instance 
is the animal breeding, eating, sleeping, calling, nesting and so on. It is from recording these 
activities that we can determine common habits and patterns. Take note of active times 
(nocturnal or diurnal); dormant or quiet times (hibernation or torpor) and preferred diet 
(carnivore or herbivore).

You should also try to note if an animal prefers certain locations i.e. does it have a 
preferred habitat.

Name/Ctg Number Description Behaviour

Frog/
Amphibian

One (x1) Green and yellow 
colour, small size

hiding in the undergrowth and calling 
after the rain in the late afternoon
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It would also be useful to include information like the sounds or calls that the animal makes 
and food that it eats in your wildlife log. Try to record any other detail that you think will help 
you identify the animal or describe its appearance and behaviour.

It is also likely you might spot other evidence or signs of an animal’s presence, such as 
droppings (scats), skin, shells, bones, teeth, feathers, nests, scratchings and footprints.  
This information should also be noted in your wildlife log. A useful book for identifying these 
signs is ‘Tracks, scats and Other Traces’ by Barbara Triggs. 

Sound/call Food Extra detail Other evidence

Low pitched croak 
late at night

small insects heard call near small 
water course or pond

Eggs and tadpoles 
present in the water

Loud screeching call seeds from 
casuarina tree

Black feathers on the 
ground

Large nest nearby

Low grunt Eucalyptus 
leaves

scratch or claw marks 
going up the trunk

smooth worn patch 
in fork of gum tree

Activity:

Can you guess the name of the 3 animals that might match the descriptions in 
the log? Be sure to use all the evidence provided in the three examples.

Answer 1.

Answer 2.

Answer 3.
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Name/Ctg Number Description Behaviour

Wildlife log
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Sound/call Food Extra detail Other evidence
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My favouriTe PlanT
Jennifer Farrer, local bushwalker and guide

Native sarsparilla is a vine which scrambles over rocks and other plants. It is still easily 
found in the sydney sandstone country. You can see it growing in The hills at Fred caterson 
Reserve and in Bidjigal Reserve. It has a white flower followed by black berries which are 
also edible. The vine is easily recognizable as the leaves have three veins.

The early colonists both soldiers and convicts trooped into the forests to gather its sweet 
tasting leaves, from which a sweet Tea” or “Bush Tea”. was made. It helped them avoid the 
effects of a disease called scurvy and it was so important that the English risked death from 
hostile aborigines to obtain it. 

The colonists developed a taste for the tea and it was drunk throughout the 19th century. 
Leaves were gathered in the bush and sold at the George st markets.

Patrick White wrote a book called A season at sarsparilla, which is set in castle hill.
I have made tea from the leaves. It really is sweet and needs no sugar to be added to it. If 

you break the leaf and place it on your tongue you can taste the sweetness.

Activity

My favourite plant - Write a description of your favourite plant: include the 
scientific name as well as the common name, any unusual or unique information 
about this plant, where it is found and why it is your choice of favourite plant 
found in the Hills area. Try to include a photo or a sketch.

Photo my favourite plant
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Activity 
In your school yard or on a trail near your home: 

4     look for the different plants that might fit into one of the plant categories below

4     sketch or take a photo of the plants you find

4     note the detail of any identifying or unique features. 

4     provide a brief description of one plant in each of the plant categories.

Example
A brief description or record for a small tree could read as follows:
 - Narrow green/yellow leaf with hard covered seed pod and light yellow flower; about 2 
metres in height with a compact shape approximately 1 metre in width.

Plant Categories

Ground cover

Fungi

Ferns

shrubs

small trees

Tall trees

Photo or sketch

Description

finding flora 
Locating the native plants (flora) that grow in the Hills Shire is a little easier than locating 
the animals. The reason being the plants are in a fixed spot and cannot move. However, 
identifying and recording the many different native plant species can prove to be a tough 
task. An easy method is to make some basic observations about the plant. The presence of 
flowers and other distinctive features such as leaf shape, type of bark, fruits and seeds can 
help to identify plants. 

A detailed sketch with labelling; a photo record of various features; or a native plant log 
are some useful ways to capture and describe plant species. You can then ask for assistance 
with identification at the Community Nursery or Community Environment Centre. 
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PlanT idenTifying feaTures
Example 1
GROWTh hABIT or FORM

FLOWERs and LEAVEs

BARK AND sTEMs sEEDs AND FRUIT

Example 2
GROWTh hABIT or FORM

FLOWERs and LEAVEs

BARK AND sTEMs sEEDs AND FRUIT
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GROWTh hABIT or FORM FLOWERs and LEAVEs

BARK AND sTEMs sEEDs AND FRUIT

naTive PlanT log

Activity 
 Record the following information for the native plants that you have spotted in 
your own native plant log. NOTE – You cannot protect something if you do not know 
it is there and what it looks like. You cannot know that it is rare or threatened unless 
you know its numbers. Therefore keeping a record is very important.

Example

FORM NO. LEAVES AND FLOWERS BARK AND SEED

shrub about 
2 metres tall 
(Grevillea)

3 Bright yellow flowers on 
end of long stem with 
long flat hard leaves

Rough bark and round 
capsules with small dark 
seeds

Tall straight
Tree over 30metres 
(sydney Blue Gum)

10 Long green leaves with 
strong eucalyt small. 
Bright white flowers.

smooth bark with blue grey 
trunk. small seeds inside 
gum nut capsule.

Activity 
Complete your own set of plant identification photos for a single plant or for a 
range of plants, like the two examples provided
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FORM NO. LEAVES AND FLOWERS BARK AND SEED

naTive PlanT log
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FORM NO. LEAVES AND FLOWERS BARK AND SEED
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ProTeCTing your bush areas
There is an amazing diversity of plants and animals in your local bushland. The more you 
learn about them, the more interesting your local bush becomes. Observant bush neighbours 
are often the first to notice changes, such as the re-appearance of bandicoots after a fox 
baiting program, an increase in small bush bird numbers after a fire or a decline in frog 
numbers after runoff into a creek.

One system for reporting the critical incidents that you notice and which could pose a 
threat to your bush reserves, is called the SNARE method (see the table provided).
SNARE allows you to report critical occurrences like:

4     Pollution in your creek

4     Dumping of rubbish, vehicles, building material etc.

4     clearing of native vegetation

4     sightings of dead or poisoned trees or animals.

This information can be reported to council via phone on 9843 0555 or to any other 
relevant agency (see ‘Important contacts’ section for each agency’s details).  This should 
be done as soon as possible after the event is spotted.  You may be able to provide these 
agencies with valuable information.

The SNARE process involves four simple steps:

Step 1  SPOT

Step 2 NOTE

Step 3 AREA

Step 4 REPORT



MY WILDLIFE JOURNAL

25   MY WILDLIFE JOURNAL – hILLs shIRE cOUNcIL

rePorT iT
Activity - Document any incidents that you come across in your bush area by filling in 
the SNARE table below. Try to complete as many details as possible.

SNARE Things to record Your incident

SPOT Type of incident

Description of incident

NOTE Time / Date

Extent of damage

cause of damage

Other critical information

AREA Location / GPs location 

Nearest cross street

Description of area

REPORT Report the incident to the 
relevent agency
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helPing suPPorT  
biodiversiTy 
The Hills local area has a great deal of existing biodiversity:

4     Approx. 1000 native plant species 

4     Approx. 300 native fauna species 

4     This includes over 20 threatened plant species & 2 endangered plant populations 

4     And approx. 20 threatened fauna species

However, as these figures show, while there is great diversity some of our flora and fauna 
are listed as threatened species. These threatened species are under pressure from a range 
of factors and this pressue has an impact on their future survival.

If you are lucky enough to spot something unusual or you think it might be a threatened 
species take a photo and make sure you report this sighting to council’s biodiversity officers. 

Activity Keep a photo record of any unusual plant and animal species

Threatened Plant?                        Threatened Animal?
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hoW To be a good  
bush neighbour?
You can help the environment and protect the diverse wildlife in your local reserves by: 

4     keeping your dog on a lead

4     keeping your cat indoors at night

4     taking your rubbish with you

4     not feeding the native animals

4     not disturbing the homes of native animals

4     staying on the tracks and trails

Activity – List 3 reasons why you think it is important to stay on the tracks & trails. 

1.

2.

3.

There are lots of ways to be a good bush neighbour. As a bush neighbour you are in a 
special position to know and enjoy our wonderful natural areas, and to help them through the 
changes they face as part of an urban landscape. 

Activity 

Read the ‘ Bush Neighbours’ booklet on the Council website. List all the ways that 
you can be a Good Bush Neighbour

1. 7.

2. 8.

3. 9.

4. 10.

5. 11.
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be a Junior sCienTisT
changes in rainfall and temperature are triggering changes in the migration patterns, 
flowering times, breeding cycles and distributions of the fauna and flora across NSW. 
climateWatch is a national program that tracks these changes. since 2009 over 50,000 
sightings have been documented. You can play a part in recording important fauna and flora 
changes by becoming a climateWatcher. 

Activity 

Conduct your own observations at home, school or in the local bushland. 

Record your observations in real time when out walking by simply recording your 
sightings online or through the free ClimateWatch smartphone app.

Make a difference by being a junior scientist, with your observations and pictures 
helping our national climate scientists track any important critical changes.

be a Junior 
sCienTisT
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saving our sPeCies (sos)
The NsW state Government’s saving our species (sOs) environmental program is a 
conservation initiative to save critical species in NSW. Schools can search the NSW Office 
of Heritage and Environment website to find projects in their local area. http://www.
environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies/about.htm

Extension activity 1

Browse the extensive information on the Office of Environment and Heritage’s 
(OEH’s) website on threatened species or take a look through the many 
other resources available online. http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/
threatenedspecies/

1.  Find out what it means for flora and fauna to be classified as endangered or 
threatened?

2. Name 6 mammals that are on the NSW Threatened Species list.

Extension activity 2

Create your own profile for one of the threatened species you are most interested 
in. Make sure to include a description in your profile of the species

1. FEATURES

2. HABITAT

3. FOOD SOURCE

4. THREATS TO ITS SURVIVAL
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inTroduCed PlanTs (Weeds)
There are a large number of plants growing in the local bush that have been introduced. 
These introduced plants or weeds are a problem as they displace native species and often 
take over large areas of the bush. some common invasive weeds in your local bush include 
lantana, privet, trad, wild tobacco, blackberry, and asparagus fern.

For example lantana is a problem as its long stems tend to grow over the top of lots of the 
local shrubs and smaller trees robbing them of sunlight and energy and depriving them of the 
available water, nutrients and space.

It would be useful to locate and identify these weeds and report really bad infested areas 
to the council’s bushcare team. There are some good publications that can help you identify 
these weeds (refer to the reference list at the back of this journal). 

Activity - Reporting weed infestations

Name of weed

Description

Location/Distribution

Extension Activity – how would you manage the problem?

Problems caused for the bushland?

What management controls are available – biological, chemical and physical 
controls?

Who would you need to involve in your management plan?
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inTroduCed aniMals (ferals)
There are a number of animals living or prowling in the local bush that are not originally from 
the area. They have been introduced and are often referred to as pests or ferals. 

 Feral animals can cause problems by attacking native animals or competing with them 
for food or habitat. The main feral animals in the local bush are foxes and rabbits. They have 
a big impact on the number of natives, especially on the number of ground dwellers. Wild 
cats or domestic cats, that are allowed to roam, also cause a lot of damage to native wildlife 
because they are very effective hunters. Incredibly, wild deer have been captured on night 
cameras in areas north of Annangrove.

 

Extension Activity – If you spot a feral complete the following form by undertaking 
some individual research.

Name of feral

Description

Location/Distribution

Problems they cause for native wildlife and bushland

Management of problems
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Who To ConTaCT To ProTeCT or 
helP Manage The environMenT?
Important contacts for issues in your bushland reserves:

ISSUE CONTACT NUMBER

Fires Report all bushfires 000

Rural Fire service www.rfs.nsw.gov.au 9654 1244 

NsW Fire Brigade Fire www.nswfb.nsw.gov.au safety info 9742 7400

Weeds Local Land services www.lls.nsw.gov.au 1300 795 299 or 4795 3050

Hawkesbury River County Council http://hrcc.nsw.
gov.au/

Ferals Local Land services www.lls.nsw.gov.au 1300 795 299 or 4795 3050

Ferals and Weeds Department of Primary Industries DPI http://www. 
dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pests-weeds

1300 552 406

Threatened 
species

National Parks and Wildlife service 
www.npws.nsw.gov.au                    

1300 072 757

“Backyard Buddies” (Information about urban wildlife 
and habitat gardens)

1300 BUDDY (28339)

Injured wildlife sydney Wildlife (fostering and rehabilitating native 
fauna - snake removal)  www.sydneywildlife.org.au 

9413 4300

WIREs (Wildlife Information and Rescue service) 
www.wires.org.au

8977 3333

Illegal Dumping Regional Illegal Dumping service ( RID)  
www.epa.nsw.gov.au

4732 7447

Vandalism 24 hour Vandalism hotline 1300 884 885

council reserves 
Tracks and Trails

The Hills Shire Council: council@thehills.nsw.gov.au 
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au 
After hours emergency environmental issues: call 
9843 0555 and listen for the appropriate number

9843 0555

Bushcare The hills shire council 
Bidjiwong community Nursery, Ted horwood 
Reserve, Renown Rd Baulkham hills

9686 4842

Planting The hills shire council 
Plant giveaway and Mulching day bookings

9843 0310

OTHER 
RESERVES

MANAgEMENT BODIES

Bidjigal Reserve Bidjigal Trust 0487 782 808

cumberland 
state Forest

Forestry corporation NsW 1300 655 687
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useful resourCes
 

4      Browse the information on the Office of Environment and Heritage’s (OEH’s) website on 
threatened species or take a look through the other resources available online. http://
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspecies/ 

4      Visit the Royal Botanic Gardens Kids Zone www.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/education/ 
kids_zone

4      Learn about our national threatened species in the Green Kids Guide to Threatened 
species www.environment.gov.au/resource/green-kids-guide-threatened-species

4      Explore the Department of Primary Industries (DPI) resources including, http://www.
forestrycorporation.com.au/community/education/resources-and-publications/wild-
forest

4      Veiw the Warringah council - Duffy’s Forest Defenders. (www.warringah.nsw.gov.au/
environment/sustainability/education-resources) This is a great biodiversity resource 
about the threats and the actions taken to protect Duffys Forest in Warringah. The 
concepts about saving our threatened species and protecting our bushland could be 
applied to the hills area. 

   33   MY WILDLIFE JOURNAL – hILLs shIRE cOUNcIL



MY WILDLIFE JOURNAL

useful Things To do
There are numerous groups working to protect threatened species across NsW and 
Australia. Why not find out more about their work or join them? 

4     Foundation for National Parks and Wildlife www.fnpw.org.au

4     conservation Volunteers Australia www.conservationvolunteers.com.au

4     Greening Australia www.greeningaustralia.org.au

4     Landcare www.landcare.nsw.gov.au

4     Join your local bushcare group www.thehills.nsw.gov.au

4      help save a threatened plant by supporting the NsW seedbank, part of a conservation 
program run by the Botanic Gardens Trust. www.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/science/
horticulture_research/nswseedbank

4      Become a Backyard Buddy and help protect native animals in your own garden. www.
backyardbuddies.net.au/meet_backyardbuddies.html

4      help Taronga Zoo wildlife program http//taronga.org.au/support_us/

Many wildlife carer groups welcome the participation of those with the time and dedication 
to care for sick or injured native animals, including threatened species. You will be required 
to undertake a short training course, after which you can: care for animals in your home, 
participate in surveys and rescue dehydrated or injured native wildlife.

4      sydney Metropolitan Wildlife service (sYDNEY WILDLIFE) www.sydneywildlife.org.au

4      Wildlife Information Rescue and information service (WIREs) www.wires.org.au

There are many interactive and exciting opportunities to get involved in learning about 
NsW’s threatened species and how we can protect our precious environment.  

4      Explore different options online that will encourage you to appreciate nature and help 
them protect it. www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/whats-on/wilderquest

4      Join a bushwalk or talk in a local park or reserve. www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/Tracks-and-
Trails/WalksProgram

4      If you’ve seen a threatened species in NsW, please report it to OEh. This information 
is passed on to their Geographic Information system  (GIs) unit for entry into the NsW 
Wildlife Atlas. 

4      Report any local threatened species to the hills shire council’s senior ecologists.
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seasons and green daTes
Some aboriginal elders speak of a five to seven season calendar based not on months 
of the year or fixed dates, but on key events that occur in the environment. These 
environmental events include things like notable changes in animal behaviour, specific 
plant flowering and fruiting times. These events and seasons can be observed if people 
spend enough time in the bush.

Activity - Complete the missing months for each given season.

Four seasons

Summer      December, January, February

Autumn 

Winter 

Spring 

Activity - find out and write down the dates for the following environmental events. 

Environmental event                                      Environmental date

Threatened Species Day

World Environment Day

Biodiversity Month

National Tree Day

World Habitat Day

World Wetlands Day

International Day for Biological Diversity

Activity – Organise a date for a visit by your local council environmental education 
officer to give a talk on local biodiversity.
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