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Biodiversity and resilience. 
 
The Hills local area has a great deal of existing biodiversity: 

 
 Approx. 1000 native plant species  

 Approx. 300 native fauna species  
 Over 25,000 hectares of vegetation cover 

 13 ecological communities 9 of which are threatened 

 Over 20 threatened plant species & 2 endangered plant populations  
 And approx. 40 threatened fauna species 

 
However, as these figures show, while there is great diversity some of our 

flora and fauna are listed as threatened species. These threatened species 
are under pressure from urban expansion and this pressure along with 

other factors has an impact on their future potential. 
 

The Hills Shire Council manages approximately 1300 hectares of bushland 
and over 170 different reserves. These Reserves exist for the protection 

of native flora and fauna and to provide recreation activities such as 
bushwalking, picnics and environmental education. They range in size 

from Excelsior Reserve, Baulkham Hills at 71 hectares, to Annie Prior 
Reserve, Glenhaven which is less than one hectare.  

  

The reserves include a variety of landscapes such as tall eucalypt forests, 
colourful sandstone heath and shady rainforest gullies. These reserves 

contain a great diversity of plants, animals and ecological communities, 
with the smaller urban reserves providing important habitat for flora and 

fauna and links to the larger reserves.  The larger reserves such as Fred 
Caterson Reserve, which covers a large area, can be home to mammals 

such as Sugar Gliders, Bandicoots, Echidnas and a great diversity of birds, 
bats, reptiles and insects.  

 
The larger a bush reserve the better the chance it has with coping with 

problems. The shape of the reserve also has an influence on its resilience 
or ability to cope with stress. A large and wide shape reserve copes better 

than a narrow and thin shaped reserve. A square or circular shape is the 
better than a narrow rectangle.  

 

Activity: Read the issues faced by the Fred Caterson Reserve. Can you 
guess why shape and size matters to the animals and plants that inhabit 

the Fred Caterson Reserve. 
 



 
 
List of the 9 Threatened Communities in the Hills Shire 
 
Two of the listed communities are found in Annangrove Reserve. 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 
Description of Annangrove Reserve 
 

Annangrove Reserve is a small bushland reserve located on the northern 
side of Annangrove Rd in the suburb of Annangrove. The reserve extends 

from the ridge top down a north facing slope into the gully area of Blue 
Gum Creek. The underlying geology is of one of predominately shale on 

the ridge top and sandstone on the slope and gully areas. This is reflected 
in the changing vegetation communities as you progress down the slope. 

The slope has a northerly aspect and a gradual grade or decline until you 
reach a steep drop into the gully at the base of the slope (see topographic 

map). 
 

The following diagram illustrates a cross section for a similar reserve 
showing both the underlying rocks and soil and the corresponding 

vegetation cover of forest and woodland communities. 
 



 
 
Annangrove Reserve contains 5 different vegetation communities, two of 
which are listed as threatened vegetation communities.  Four of the 5 

vegetation communities are in a good to reasonable condition.  

 

THE VEGETATION COMMUNITIES OF ANNANANGROVE 
RESERVE: 
 

1. SYDNEY TURPINTINE IRONBARK FOREST 

2. SHALE /SANDSTONE TRANSITION FOREST 

3. SANDSTONE RIDGETOP WOODLAND 

4. SANDSTONE HEATH 

5. SANDSTONE GULLY FOREST 



 
 

The Annangrove Reserve has a long rectangular shape and is subject to ‘edge effects’ or 

negative impacts along its boundaries.  This fragmented reserve is mainly surrounded by 

cleared paddocks and large housing blocks. There is a sporting field, tennis court facility 

and 2 large halls occupying the southern end of the site and a proposed recreation 

facility on the western boundary of Annangrove Park. There are some minor walking 

tracks through the reserve and though these are not heavily used. 

 

The reserve has some positive habitat features. These include 

 a diverse range of vegetation communities 

 a number of old and dead trees 

 a wildlife corridor or link to other patches of bushland 

 access to a fairly permanent water supply (Blue Gum Creek) 

 good gully access (east to west movement for wildlife) 

 increasing size and shape as you move down the slope  

 limited access to reserve via walking tracks 

There is a range of management issues involved in conserving this reserve and these 

issues vary for each vegetation community. The issues that are inherent in protecting 

this or any bushland reserve range from drainage issues to illegal dumping. The 

management issues show a locational or spatial pattern. For example, when mapping the 

distribution of weeds - the distribution or spread of the weeds is often along an edge 

near houses; or along creeks (a lot of seeds of weeds are spread by water as well as 

other methods or vectors). 

 



Topographic map (note orientation of direction North) 

 

 
 



Cross-section of Annangrove Reserve 

 

 
 



Aerial views of Annangrove Reserve 

 
Aerial view showing links to other green corridors 

Aerial view of limited walking tracks in upper reserve area 

 



Native plant communities 

 
The character of the Australian bush changes depending on the soil, position in 
the landscape, climate, and fire history. Particular groups of plants tend to occur 
together and are known as plant communities. Ecologists and botanists have 

developed a standard way of defining types and someone used to the Sydney 
bush can recognise them. There are 5 distinct communities in Annangrove 

Reserve, and some variation within them. They don’t have precise boundaries 
but grade into one another. Annangrove Reserve is unusual because it still has 
remnants of the bush that grew on Sydney’s shale soils. These communities are 

now very rare, and this is recognised under state and federal legislation: Sydney 
Turpentine-Ironbark Forest and Shale-Sandstone Transition Forest were declared 

endangered ecological communities in 1998. 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

SYDNEY TURPINTINE IRONBARK FOREST (STIF) 

Distribution 

The STIF vegetation community is found contained in the thin strip of vegetation cover 

on the western edge of Annangrove Park. It does not extend (in a northerly direction) 

much beyond the car park and the tennis courts at the rear of the oval. This is due to 

the underlying geology and land clearing that has occurred in the past. The underlying 

shale layer capping does not spread much beyond the ridgeline. The distribution of this 

community has also become limited due to past historical landuses that occurred in the 

area (such as logging and clearing for farming). The shale areas provided the better soils 

for farming and a number of orchards and nurseries occurred along Annangrove Road 

which follows the line of the ridge top. (The road followed the ridge top for ease of 

transport as well). This small but critical strip has been maintained and managed along 

the western side of Annangrove Park. 

 

Description 

STIF is a relatively tall open forest type, normally associated with fairly fertile soils. The 

dominant canopy (tree) species are Narrow leaf Ironbark (Eucalyptus cerebra), Broadleaf 

Ironbark (Eucalyptus fibrosa) and normally Turpentine trees (Syncarpia glomulifea). On 

the boundary with the next vegetation community you can find some other tall trees like 

Stringybark, Scaly Barks and Angophoras. 

There is only some sparse understorey species such as young wattles, Pittosporum 

undulatum (very invasive species) and Allocasaurina. This lack of understorey is mainly 

the result of an altered fire regime that has resulted in the reduction in the occurrence of 

fire and the past mowing of the site. There is an active bushcare program now in 

operation to protect and promote the rejuvenation of the site. See the signage along the 

edge of the site. 

There are mainly grasses as ground cover. There are present some exotic grasses 

(introduced weed species) like African Love Grass (eragrotis curvula) which is a very 

invasive grass. 

 

Classification  

STIF is classified as an endangered community at the State level and critically 

endangered at the national level.  Only 0.5 % of the original areas remain and these are 

located in small, fragmented and highly modified remnants like the area found alongside 

Annangrove Park. 

 

Main key management issues  

 Interface issues due to urban expansion (closeness and high impact of activities) 

 Recreational  landuse – oval expansion and water management 

 Only small remnant community of a few hectares within this reserve 

 Fragmented and isolated patch remains;  subject to further degradation 

 Long and narrow site (high edge effect) providing a  poor habitat rating 

 Lack of community awareness esp. understanding of classification and bushcare efforts 

Strategies 

 Identification of critical habitat and the enforcement of Legislation 

 Better mapping of sites - use of on –ground surveying and satellite images 

 Bushcare – employing suitable bush regeneration techniques 

 Community Engagement – better education and awareness of critical veg communities 

 Greater co-ordination between  levels of government 



 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 



 

SHALE SANDSTONE TRANSITION FOREST (SSTF) 
 

Distribution 

SSTF occurs immediately north of the STIF. It starts near the tennis court and extends 

from the ridge top down the slope for a distance of approximately 50 metres. The SSTF 

is primarily associated with the underlying geological transition from the Hawkesbury 

Shale to the Hawkesbury Sandstone. This vegetation community is termed an Eco tone 

(ecological transition zone) as it tends to contain elements of both of the adjoining 

vegetation communities. 

 

Description 

The areas closest to the shale exhibit  a vegetation cover with a more open forest to 

woodland structure, whilst the areas further down the slope become a woodland to a low 

open woodland or are covered by dense scrub. 

The dominant canopy species are Stringybark (Eucalyptus sparifololia) Red bloodwoods 

(Corymbia gummifera) Scaly Bark (Eucalyptus squamosa) and Angophora (A.Bayerei) 

She-oaks (Allocasuarina littoralis), Broadleaf geebung (Persoonia levis) or  Narowleaf 

geebung Persoonia lineanis are all found in the highly variable understorey. There are 

some grassy areas …. Small population of endangered herb (pimelae curviflesna) occurs 

below the scout hall and the vulnerable groundcover darwnia bifolra) is present in large 

numbers. Orchid plants flower at the right time of the year. 

 

Classification 

STTF is listed as an endangered endangered c community at the state and national level. 

In NSW it is estimated that less than 16% of the pre-European coverage of this 

community remains. 

 

Key Management Issues 

 Small extent of the community that remains 

 Problems with increased drainage off sealed roads 

 Seepage problems from the septic toilet sewerage system 

 Degradation of the existing Casuarina stand and loss of feed trees for Glossy Black Cockatoos 

 Problem of littering and small scale dumping of rubbish and household waste  

 Small section of weed infestation at the end of Currie Ave (privet and blackberry) 

Strategies 

 Revegetate casuarina stand and restrict access 

 Mitigate drainage problems with excess water and nutrients entering site 

 Bushcare 

 
SANDSTONE RIDGETOP WOODLAND 
 

Distribution 

This woodland community occurs predominately on the middle to lower part of the 

slope. The underlying geology is now dominated by sandstone. There is an area of 

exposed rock platforms that form a rock shelf and these support a wet heath 

community. The vegetation community changes again when the topography steepens 

with a sharp drop into a deep gully. It is in this area that the Sandstone gully forest 

appears.   

Classification  

Not listed as endangered and common in the shire as not heavily settled. 



 

  
 

Description 

Sandstone ridgetop woodland is structurally variable. The shrub density varies according 

to the frequency of fire. In this site the absence of fire has resulted in the presence of a 

large amount of woody debris and the occurrence of semi-senescent scrub like Banksia 

ericifolia and leptospermum (tea tree) species. There are few trees and these are short 

and scattered. The main species are Red Bloodwood (Corymbia gummifera) and Narrow 

leaved Stringybark (Eucalyptus sparsifolia). 

A diverse array of shrub species is present. Common understorey species include Acacia 

linifolia,  Dillwynia retorta, Paperbarks, Drumsticks and thin leaved Geebung (Persoonia 

linearis). There are a number of larger old man banksias and smaller Banksia ericifolia. 

The ground stratum or cover is also quite diverse and features a diverse range of 

wildflowers when in season; such species include Dionellas and Cyathochaeta diandra. 

 

Key Management Issues 

 Illegal dumping 

 Clearing under power lines by energy supply companies 

 Changes to asset protection zones under the new 10/40 rule 

 Presence of feral animals such as rabbits, foxes and wild deer 

 Maintain key habitat features like bush rock, old trees, dead trees etc. 



 

Strategies 

 Enforcement (RID) Regional Illegal Dumping squad 

 Baiting program for foxes and rabbits  

 Consultation with other government agencies 

 Sustainable management of key bush features 

 
SANDSTONE HEATH 
 

Distribution 

This community has very limited distribution. It is restricted to areas where the soil is 

extremely shallow and has locally impeded drainage caused by the presence of a large, 

generally flat sandstone shelf or ledge. This forces water to pool or collect here forming a 

geographical feature often referred to as a hanging swamp. This swamp or wet heath 

area is only found in a limited area on the eastern side of the reserve but is a more 

common in adjoining properties. 

 

Description  

The vegetation comprises a form of sedge land or wet tussocky grass, dominated by 

Leptocarpus tenax and Lepidosperma spp. intermixed with wet heath on the fringes of 

the typical sandstone flora. This situation is rare in this area due to geological and 

rainfall constraints. 

 

 
 

Classification 

This community is naturally very limited in extent in general in the Hills Shire and is of 

local to regional conservation significance. 

 

Management Issues 

 Similar to surrounding Sandstone woodland in which it occurs 

 Increased runoff and erosion problems removing thin covering of organic material and 

lichens 

 Walking tracks impacting on the thin crust of soil 

Strategies 

 See Sandstone woodland 

 Minimise excess runoff 

 Minimise use of walking track 

 
 



SANDSTONE GULLY FOREST 
 

Distribution 

This community occurs in the deeper gully area of the reserve. The gully is the drainage 

line for one of the tributaries of Blue Gum Creek. The gully is surrounded by steep side 

and the community is found within these boundaries. The taller forest occurs here 

because of the occurrence of deeper soils and less exposure to drying winds. 

 

 

 

 
 
Description  

The trees that dominate the gully are quite tall and have an obvious canopy cover due to 

the close spacing of the trees. This is a good example of a tall closed forest community. 

The canopy is dominated by Eucalyptus piperita, and Corrymbia gummifera, specimens 

which can exceed 20m in height. E. punctata and Angophora bakeri species can also be 

found.   

The Understorey is diverse and contains species normally associated with sandstone rock 

outcrops and benches like Acacia linifolia, Dillwynia retorta, Hakeas, She oaks, Geebungs 

and Pittosporum. 

 



Classification  

Sydney sandstone Gully Forest is well conserved because it generally occurs on steep 

and relatively infertile slopes, which are unsuited for cropping or even rough grazing. 

 

Key Management issues 

Weed invasion along creek lines 

Feral pests 

 

Strategies 

Noxious weed control by agencies like HRCC 

Feral pest control by THSC and LLS 

 
 

 
 

 

 



The importance of fieldwork for the management of  

natural resources. 
 
A presentation by Gerard Nolan. 

 
Basic fieldwork provides data about: 
 

 The species (flora and fauna) are found at a site (What) 
 The distribution pattern of the species identified (Where) 

 The number of species identified (How many) 
 The types/classification of the vegetation community 
 The habitat features that are present on the site 

 
Fieldwork undertaken by council (How) includes: 

 
 Collecting flora and fauna specimens 

 Collecting traces of fauna specimens 
 Surveying for a variety of fauna species 
 Undertaking long term trapping or surveying 

 Undertaking night time surveys 
 

GIS support work to supplement this fieldwork includes: 
 

 Satellite imaging 

 Aerial photography 
 Infra-red and other sensory data 

 Topographic surveying 
 
Outcome: Production of vegetation maps of the surveyed vegetation 

communities and site maps of the surveyed fauna 
 

Field work is important in that the data that you collect can provide critical 
information for management planning, for instance: 
 

 The possible threats to the site, for example the impact of weeds or feral 
animals; 

 Past changes to the site, for example altered fire regimes or the addition 
of fill; 

 Historical development of the site in terms of past landuse, for example 

increased nutrient levels in the soil or surrounding creeks; 
 The possible strategies required to manage the site, for example providing 

guidelines for the conservation of species in new development areas or 
providing baiting programs for pests. 

 

Management strategies mainly fall into one of the following areas or categories: 
 

 Legislation 
 Enforcement (policing) 
 Economic policies 

 Community engagement and Education 
 



 

 
The importance of Annangrove Reserve. 
 

An article on Annangrove Reserve by Leslie Waite. 
 

We are fortunate in Annangrove Reserve to have a very diverse range of plants 
and plant communities, some of which have great value because of their rarity.  
This diversity is here at Annangrove Reserve because of a specific set of 

conditions which allow us to observe the natural progression of plant 
communities on a shale-capped, sandstone slope: 

- Rich shale soil on the ridge top,  (Ironbark Woodland) 

- Gently sloping land where the shale soils mix with the underlying 

sandstone   (Shale-Sandstone Transition Forest) 

- Steeper slope where the sandstone soils are poor and thin    

(Sandstone Woodland) 

- Rugged and steep, sheltered  area at the bottom of the slope 

(Sandstone Gully Forest) 

- In addition there is a patch of sandstone heath on shallow sandstone 

soils and a boggy sedge land on a poorly drained sandstone shelf. 

These ecological communities are important because of their limited distribution 
and occurrence. 

The Definition of an Ecological Community  
“A diverse yet recognisable association of plants that occupy a specific 

geographic area where the relationship and interaction between species is of 
interest. 
“An inter-related and inter-dependent assemblage of vegetation that has 

structural and species diversity and forms a recognisable association”. 
 

Because Annangrove Reserve is a unique and ecologically important area the 
council staff and local volunteers are working towards: 
 

1.  Documenting the plants and plant communities by conducting a 

‘Significant Plant Species’ and ‘Native Plant Species and Plant 

Communities’ surveys of the Park 

2. Protecting what we have left by holding a Community Bushcare 

morning on the second Sunday of every month.  Contact Elaine – 

Community Volunteer  (9679 1536) or Fresa -Council Officer,  for 

registration and information (9843 0555)  

3. Educating the community about this area of natural and unique beauty 

by 

a. Holding a variety of workshops  - e.g. bush photography,  

bushwalks concentrating on plant id and ecology 

b. Producing handouts and information sheets on various aspects of 

our bushland 

c. Publishing a booklet “Seasonal Wildflower Identification for 

Annangrove Park”   



 



 







 



Table 1:  Structural Classification of Vegetation   

 
                       Projective Foliage Cover of the Tallest Stratum  

Life form 
of tallest 

stratum  

70-100%    50-70%    30-50%    10-30%    <10%  

Trees 

>30m  

Tall Closed 

Forest  

Tall Forest  Tall Open 

Forest  

Tall 

Woodland  

(N/A)  

Trees 10-

30m  

Closed 

Forest  

Forest  Open 

Forest  

Woodland  Open 

Woodland  

Trees 

<10m  

Low 

Closed 
Forest  

Low Forest  Low Open 

Forest  

Low 

Woodland  

Low Open 

Woodland  

Shrubs 
>2m  

Closed 
Scrub  

Scrub  Open 
Scrub  

Tall 
Shrubland  

Tall Open 
Shrubland  

Shrubs (S) 
0.25-2m  

Closed 
Heathland  

Heathland  Open 
Heathland  

Shrubland  Open 
Shrubland  

Shrubs 

(NS) 0.25-
2m  

(N/A)  (N/A)  Low 

Shrubland  

Low 

Shrubland  

Low Open 

Shrubland  

Shrubs (S) 
<0.25m  

(N/A)  (N/A)  (N/A)  Dwarf 
Open 

Heathland  

Dwarf 
Open 

Heathland  

Shrubs 

(NS) 
<0.25m  

(N/A)  (N/A)  (N/A)  Dwarf 

Shrubland  

Dwarf 

Open 
Shrubland  

Hummock 
grasses  

(N/A)  (N/A)  (N/A)  Hummock 
Grassland  

Open 
Hummock 
Grassland  

Tussock 
grasses  

Closed 
Grassland  

Grassland  Grassland  Open 
Grassland  

Very Open 
Grassland  

Sedges  Closed 
Sedgeland  

Sedgeland  Sedgeland  Open 
Sedgeland  

Very Open 
Sedgeland  

Herbs 
(forbs)  

Closed 
Herbland  

Herbland  Herbland  Open 
Herbland  

Very Open 
Herbland  

Ferns  Closed 
Fernland  

Fernland  Fernland  (N/A)  (N/A)  

 

Table 1 gives a version of Specht's system of vegetation classification. 

The Specht’s system identifies about 50 categories of vegetation systems in 
Australia. With this system you can make a quick classification of a plant 

community into one of the following: 

 forest (open forest) 
 rainforest (closed forest) 

 woodland 
 scrub/shrubland/heathland 

 grassland/sedgeland 
 herbland 



 

 





 
 
 
 



History of Annangrove Park and Surrounding Area 
 

General information about Annangrove 

The suburb of Annangrove was named after Annangrove House, the home of Edward 

Johnston. Edward was the grandson of Major George Johnston who led the soldiers 

against the convict rebels in the Battle of Vinegar Hill in 1804.The house was named 

after the Scottish town of Annan, where Major Johnston was born. Edward Johnston 

bought land in the district in 1893 and by 1896 both the post office and the school had 

taken the name Annangrove after Johnston’s house. By 1915 Annangrove was the 

established name for the district. 

 

The original Annangrove House was situated close to the Community Environment 

Centre and Annangrove Park. It was burnt down in the great bushfire which swept 

through the district in 1939. 

 

Annangrove and the surrounding area is mostly sited on Hawkesbury sandstone with 

ridges divided by deep gullies. Originally the area was heavily wooded and timber 
cutting was the first industry established here. However, because of the slightly 

sandy loamy soil, it was found that the district was well suited to the growing of 
citrus fruits, and this later became the main industry of Annangrove.  
 

The history of settlement 

The original inhabitants of the area were Aboriginal people who belonged to the Darug 

tribe. Although they were nomadic, the Aboriginal people often used caves above 

permanent water supplies as a home base. Charcoal drawings, shellfish middens, animal 

bones and stone flakes have been found in caves throughout the Hills Shire.  

 

The earliest Europeans who came to Annangrove were timber loggers in search of 

ironbark, red and white mahogany, and turpentine wood. The first permanent settlers 

received land grants in the area from the 1820s. In 1823 James O'Hara (born in the 

colony of convict parents), was granted a parcel of land, as were  Michael Cantwell (a 

convict who came to the colony in 1810 under a life sentence and was emancipated by 

Governor Macquarie) and Thomas Sanders (born in the colony in 1799). These early 

settlers cleared the land and grew maize and wheat, while sheep were raised for meat 

and wool.  

 

During the 1820s bushrangers also roamed the district. The most infamous of these 

outlaws was 'Bold' Jack Donohue who was 'the last of the convict outlaws', and the 

inspiration for the Australian version of the song The Wild Colonial Boy. Donohue’s gang 

robbed in the 'Robin Hood' style, taking from the rich settlers and then selling their 

stolen goods to the poor settlers in the district. The bushrangers were often helped by 

settlers and were allowed to use blacksmithing equipment on the farms to shoe their 

horses.  

 

Whilst the early settlers grew a variety of crops, during the long wet period of the 1860s 

it was noticed that citrus trees on the more sandy soils were not affected by root rot and 

this encouraged the establishment of a large citrus industry in the area. The local citrus 

industry became so successful it was renowned for growing the best oranges and 

mandarins in Australia at the time. When citrus prices began to fall after World War I, 

the farmers of the district also began to raise chickens to supplement their income. 

 

The changing face of Annangrove 

Long-time residents of the area remember a time in the 1950s when ‘swaggies’ would 

come through the district. Swaggies or swagmen were itinerant workers who wandered 

from district to district. They did odd jobs such as picking crops or cutting wood in 

exchange for a meal, some sugar or tea. Some swaggies lived in caves or would sleep in 



holes in large eucalyptus trees or even under bridges along Pitt Town Road. It was 

possible to track where the swaggies had been because when they didn’t have shoes 

they would often cut pieces of car tyres and tie them around their feet to use as shoes. 

Their tracks could then be followed on the dirt roads of the area.  

 

From the 1970s the district began to change as the subdivision of orchards commenced, 

and they and the poultry farms began to disappear. The district has slowly been 

transformed by the breakup of the old farm holdings and the establishment of new 

houses on acreage. Most of this development has occurred on the ridge tops and the 

gully areas have so far avoided the removal of the original vegetation. The more recent 

demand for rural properties close to the urban fringe has witnessed the establishment of 

very large and expensive houses with the more traditional weather-board, fibro houses 

and even the red brick houses of the seventies being knocked down. 

 

Annangrove Park and the Community Environment Centre 

 

Situated close to the Annangrove shops and the public school is Annangrove Park which 

has been for many decades the recreational and community centre of the suburb with its 

Langland’s Oval, tennis courts, scout hall, a children’s playground and the Girl Guide 

Hall. Currie Avenue which borders Annangrove Park and is the access road to the 

recreational facilities is named after Arthur Telfer Currie (1890 – 1969), who came to 

Annangrove in 1915 and married and settled down in the area. He was heavily involved 

in the sporting, cultural and social life of Annangrove.  

 

The oval is surrounded by the remains of an old turpentine-ironbark forest and behind 

the oval is a large natural bushland reserve which supports a number of endangered 

plant species. The bushland has an extensive collection of flowering plants, which 

provide an attractive wildflower display in September. A number of plant species found 

within the bush reserve are classified as threatened. A narrow and informal track has 

been established to accommodate a bushwalk which allows the general public to 

experience and appreciate the local natural environment. 

 

The original 1960s tennis club house was remodelled in the 1980s as a playgroup 

meeting area for young mothers and was used by the Annangrove community for pre-

school age children and their families for over a decade.  

 

 In 1998 the building became a Community Centre with a Rural Community 

Development Officer appointed to act as an outreach worker for the local community. 

The centre provided information on community health and welfare programs, helped to 

establish sustainable farming practices and raised the awareness of environmental 

issues. 

 

In 2006 a Community Environment Centre was officially opened in this building, along 

with a waterwise demonstration garden; later a community demonstration vegetable 

garden was added to assist in the workshop presentations available to the public. In 

2010 an energy efficiency retrofit of the building included the installation of louvers, 

solar energy panels, solar hot water system, whirlybird fixtures, roof insulation and 

energy-efficient appliances.  
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Name: …………………………………………………  
Date: …………………………………………………..  
Class: ………………………………………………….. 

 Plant Systems at Annangrove Pk  
Stage 4 Fieldwork 
 

 
 
Key Question:  
What factors influence the differentplant communities across landscapes? 
 
Key Areas of Investigation  
Making sense of the green – What types of plantcommunities live in Sydney?  
The ecology of vegetation – what factors influence why communities survive in 
thatlocation? 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



Site 2 – Features of plants 

Choose 6 different plants to study and complete the table below. 
 

 

 

 



 

 



 


