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5.0  Interpretation Policy Development (Where Are We Headed?) 

5.1  Introduction 
Before decisions about future interpretation can be made for Castle Hill Heritage Park it is important to 
understand the physical, statutory and other practical constraints that will have a bearing on change.  
This section has been prepared using the Conservation Management Plan for the site and the Plan of 
Management.    

5.2  Opportunities 
The rich cultural heritage of the park presents a range of key opportunities for future interpretation: 

• The landscape and its qualities, including the topography and plantings, are ideally suited for public 
use and enjoyment. 

• The site includes archaeological evidence that is significant and provides tangible evidence of the 
park’s history. 

• Baulkham Hills Shire Council and other key stakeholders are committed to increasing the profile of 
the park and its heritage significance.  Considerable archaeological and historical research has 
been undertaken and there is an evidence base from which to develop interesting and engaging 
stories for interpretation. 

• At the moment the park is not well known by the community and therefore Baulkham Hills Council 
can develop the park and its audience over time as opportunities arise and funding permits. 

5.3  Constraints 
The park has significant heritage values.  It is important that these values are conserved for future 
generations.  The utmost care will need to be taken when planning future initiatives so as to ensure that 
the significance of the park is not damaged.   

Not all parts of the site are equally significant; some areas are less significant and there may be greater 
opportunities for change.  Even in such areas, however, change should not occur without careful 
consideration of the potential impact on the values of the park in its entirety.   

The following constraints flow from the significance of the park and exert an influence on interpretation 
planning: 

• Significance is mutable and will change over time; therefore, what we value today and the way we 
express those values is likely to change.  Given this the varying layers of the site are related and 
are part of the historic layering of use. 

• Proposed changes should not impinge upon the ability to understand or appreciate the convict 
barracks (subsequently asylum and church and school) and other in situ archaeological evidence 
conserved on site. 

• The community has expressed a desire to incorporate elements of Kentwell Cottage into an 
interpretive feature on site.  This has the potential to confuse the significance and primary  
interpretive message of the site. 
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• New development should be carefully situated and should be sympathetic in scale, form and fabric 
to the existing landscape character and values of the park. 

• Careful consideration needs to be given to understanding the carrying capacity of the park.  
Carparking, toilet facilities, impact of visitor use and rubbish disposal have the potential to become 
issues if the park gains in popularity. 

• There is significant weed infestation in areas of the park and considerable resources are needed to 
effectively address the problem. 

• Some areas of the park are underdeveloped and require landscaping works, conservation and 
maintenance. 

• There is limited funding for future development of the park. 

• The heritage values of the park are not visible but are conserved as subsurface archaeological 
remains. 

5.4  Plan of Management 

5.4.1  Vision for the Site 

In October 1999 Baulkham Hills Shire Council adopted a Plan of Management (POM) for Castle Hill 
Heritage Park (revised in 2001 and revision adopted on 23 July 2002).  The POM identified a number of 
opportunities for the long-term development of the site as public open space, and also identified a 
number of constraints impacting on development options.  The POM expresses the ‘vision’ for the site as 
follows: 

Castle Hill Heritage Park will be valued for its cultural heritage, quality natural systems, and integrated activities that 
enable an appreciation of the setting. History will be interpreted in an intelligent and engaging way, to create a landscape 
that builds on the inherent qualities of the site and protects the natural systems.  Through this approach, the park will be 
well used by the local community, while also attracting visitors from the wider region. 

This vision is consistent with the cultural heritage significance of the site and future intepretation. 

5.4.2  Key Considerations Identified by the Plan of Management 

A number of key considerations were also identified in the Plan of Management. They are presented 
below with a brief comment that relates to heritage interpretation.  

• Integrity—a distinctive identity must be developed for the park, where users comprehend its 
combined history and multiple characters. 

Comment:  The heritage values of the place can be used to excite public interest and give the site a 
clear identity and ‘brand’.  The conservation and interpretation of the place’s heritage values are in 
harmony with existing uses and can draw attention to other elements of the site’s character (eg its 
natural heritage values). 

• Profile and Access—the constraints on the park’s profile and accessibility must be addressed to 
attract people beyond the local community. 

Comment:  The heritage values of the place can be used to raise its profile in the public’s 
imagination.  Maximising public access to the site would be consistent with the principle that a 
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place’s heritage should be communicated/interpreted to a wide audience.  However, proposed new 
public access should be assessed for adverse heritage impacts and should not be permitted where 
significant adverse heritage impacts are likely.   

• Cultural Heritage—the park’s history must be revealed, drawing on the resources of the site to 
communicate information to people. 

Comment:  Interpretation is aimed at revealing the multilayer history of the park to communicate its 
cultural heritage significance to a wide audience. 

• Natural Systems—the preservation, recovery and rehabilitation of the park’s natural systems, 
particularly the blue gum high forest, must be initiated. 

Comment:  The management of the site’s cultural and natural heritage places need not be 
inconsistent.  The two management regimes must be achieved to ensure that the cultural resource 
is not adversely impacted in the management of natural values (and vice versa).  Section 4.0 
identifies the cultural values of the site as being of State (and potentially National) heritage 
significance.  The site is therefore most significant for its cultural heritage values and, where the 
management of the cultural and natural values are in conflict, the cultural values must prevail. 
Interpretation can play a role in communicating the interaction between natural and cultural heritage 
values and tell the story of the continually evolving relationship between humans and the 
environment.  

• Recreation—the park’s potential for less structured recreation and cultural activities must be 
integrated to draw on the qualities of the site and limit impact on identified values. 

Comment:  This aim is consistent with the interpretation of the site’s cultural heritage and has been 
developed in relation to the management policies contained in Section 6.0 of the CMP for the Park. 

• Management—must involve the community and stakeholders in an ongoing and integrated 
management approach for the park, and manage the cultural and natural systems of the park 
coherently. 

Comment:  This aim is consistent with the interpretation of the site’s cultural heritage and 
consultation with key stakeholders and Baulkham Hills Shire Council is integral to future 
interpretation planning.   

A number of constraints at the site that existed at the time of the POM’s preparation were identified; 
some are still applicable to the park including:  

• Open Space and Linkages—Castle Hill Heritage Park is relatively isolated, with limited linkages to 
other open space.  Surrounding housing development is encroaching on the park and this 
constrains the potential for a continuity of green space or an appropriate public address. 

• Current Use of the Park—demographic analysis has shown that the park is currently not well used 
by the community.  A large proportion of people do not know the park exists and/or that it is an area 
of land intended for public access.  Since the completion of the Plan of Management there has 
been a significant increase in the use of the park by local residents.  When community consultation 
was undertaken during the Heritage Festival in March 2008 several local people said they had not 
known the park existed previously.  First-time visitors reported they had learned about the park from 
the advertisement for the Heritage Festival in the local newspaper.  
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5.5  Castle Hill Heritage Park—Conservation Management Plan 
The Castle Hill Heritage Park Conservation Management Plan (CMP) prepared by Godden Mackay 
Logan in July 2007 includes a number of specific recommendations for possible future development and 
use of the Park which are of relevance to interpretation planning.  Section 6.0 of the CMP provides an 
overarching framework within which change may occur.  A range of recommendations for the 
appropriate development of the site, which have been drawn directly from the CMP and have regard to 
its identified heritage values, are included in italics below.  These recommendations have informed the 
development of initiatives identified in Section 6.0 of this Interpretation Plan. 

5.5.1  Location of New Development/Change 

• Limited and sympathetic new development is appropriate only where it would not impact the 
conservation of the site’s identified heritage values and enhance the site’s ability to ‘tell the story’ of 
Castle Hill’s development and its significant associations. 

• New buildings (excluding flag poles, memorial cairns etc) in or near the ‘core’ heritage area (see 
Figure 4.1, Zones 1 and 2) should be confined to a Visitor Centre (and toilets), whose principal 
function is to interpret the heritage values of the site.   

5.5.2  Visitor Centre  

• It would be appropriate for the Visitor Centre to incorporate elements of contemporary design, 
provided they are deferential to the identified heritage values of the site.  The heritage values of the 
site should not stifle a creative, though well-mannered, response to the site’s heritage.  See also 
Article 22 of the Burra Charter. 

• Minimise change/development in areas that require significant ground disturbance, especially 
grading.  The site’s significance derives in part from the fact that its topography remains little 
changed from first settlement.   

• Toilet facilities, if required in or near Zone 1, should be housed in the Visitor Centre’s building 
envelope (separate external access should be allowed if required).  

• Sympathetic structural additions to the site, additional to the Visitor Centre, may be appropriate to 
stabilise, conserve and/or interpret the archaeological relics in this area.   

• The location in the site where the rebellious convicts mustered in 1804 prior to marching on 
Parramatta and Toongabbie is an important symbolic feature of the site imbued with very high 
heritage significance (see Figure 3.1 on the location of the bell and Figure 3.10, and contrast the 
recommendations for this part of the site in the Landscape Masterplan, which should be amended 
as per Section 6.13 below).  This would be an appropriate location for a memorial or interpretive 
feature.  New development on this part of the site, including changes to the site’s topography, 
would be inappropriate.  

• The proposed regeneration of the blue gum high forest at the site (described as ‘proposed native 
regeneration’ in the Landscape Masterplan) would be appropriate in heritage terms, reflecting the 
pre-settlement setting of the site, and the historic setting of the convict phase site.  5.5.3 Form and 
Function of New Development. 
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• The Visitor Centre should not mimic past forms and fabric but should interpret them.  A building that 
integrates contemporary design and elements of historic form and fabric would be appropriate. 

• New built form should be dedicated principally to the conservation and interpretation of the site’s 
heritage values.  Retail uses (eg small kiosk, souvenir shop) as an internal part of the Visitors 
Centre would be appropriate.   

• Use of the wider site for recreational purposes is appropriate. 

5.5.3  Retention of Views 

• New built form, new plantings or other change should be assessed against potential adverse 
impacts on the view corridors identified in Figure 4.2.   

• New built form should be minimised where it is within the view corridor down Banks Road.  New 
plantings should be restricted to species of a low height (if at all).  New development in this view 
corridor should be assessed against its potential to adversely impact on the interpretation of the 
original site topography and layout as evidenced by the historic image in Figure 2.1 and Figures 
3.10 and 3.11 (and contrast the recommendation for orchard planting in the Landscape 
Masterplan). 

• The lookout nodes in the Landscape Masterplan are appropriate in heritage terms.  Any new ones 
should be assessed against the policies in this CMP or established in accordance with an 
Interpretation Plan. 

5.5.4  Management and Conservation of Archaeological Relics 

• Consult with a physical conservation specialist to ensure that the long-term conservation needs of 
the relics from the barracks/asylum are met with respect to future development and interpretation 
measures at the site.   

5.5.5  Replicas and Re-use of Historic Materials and Fabric 

• Replicas of historical built forms are an undesirable heritage outcome for the site. 

• Proposals for the construction of new structures at the site should be carefully assessed against the 
policies in this CMP and the principles of the Burra Charter.  Historic structures should be 
interpreted on site rather than replicated.   

• It would be appropriate for salvageable elements of Kentwell Cottage to be considered for 
incorporation into interpretation measures on the site.  Any Interpretation Plan prepared for the site 
should consider this option.   

5.6  Audiences 
There are a range of potential audiences for the park.  It should be remembered, however, that the 
majority of regular users will be using the park for passive recreation.   

Neighbours 

Residential development in the vicinity of the park has increased in recent years.  The expectation is that 
this will continue.  Many local residents use the park on a daily basis for recreational purposes.  Walking 
dogs, jogging, walking, cycling and ball sports with children are some of the activities enjoyed.   
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Residents in the Hills District  

More broadly, residents within the Hills District with an interest in history and heritage, or families wanting 
to enjoy open space activities, may visit the park.   

Cultural Tourists 

Those people with an interest in convict history, family history, Irish history, heritage and archaeology.  
They may live in Sydney or surrounding areas and spend weekends or other leisure time visiting historic 
sites.  Often probus or church groups tour historic places as part of planned activities or outings.   

School Groups 

There are in excess of 80 schools and colleges in the Baulkham Hills Council area.  With this large 
number of educational institutions in the area there is considerable potential to develop this audience.   

5.6.1  Promoting the Experience of Archaeology at Castle Hill Heritage Park 

There are many stories which emerge from the archaeology at Castle Hill.  Appropriate spaces to use 
artefact installations may be in secure pods on site in the location they were initially discovered, or in an 
on-site interpretive centre, in off-site displays at places such as shopping centres, Council Chambers 
and the Vinegar Hill Memorial Library.  This will provide extensive opportunities for creative design and 
interpretation and developing new audiences; however, maintenance and security will need to be 
resolved. 

Research collections of archaeological artefacts represent an enormous public investment and must be 
kept secure and safe.  It may be appropriate to use them in displays on site or in ground level 
interpretation but not if this will impinge upon their security and integrity.  Care must be taken to ensure 
the appropriate messages about the research potential and importance of historic archaeological 
material are clearly and convincingly conveyed when using material in this way. 

Archaeological and historical research at Castle Hill has already shown it to be an important historic 
archaeological site, which has changed accepted interpretations and understanding of the history of the 
place.   

Castle Hill could be promoted as a place where archaeological finds have changed the way Australian 
people understand their historic past.  The opportunity to visit interpreted sites such as the barracks and 
kitchen, and possibly the occasional chance to see an excavation in progress, can provide an 
extraordinary visitor experience.   

Working in conjunction with the Heritage Branch, NSW Department of Planning, it may be possible to 
develop a public program for archaeological excavation at the site that provides exciting opportunities for 
interpretation and education.  The program could be based on an archaeological research design aimed 
at confirming the location of historic buildings that was planned over several years.   

The Conservation Management Plan for Castle Hill Heritage Park, prepared by GML in July 2007, 
identified a number of historic built features for the convict, asylum, church and school, and orcharding 
phases of the park.  Annually, a historic phase could be selected for research and footings could be 
located, excavated and exposed for a short time during an archaeological dig which would be timed to 
coincide with the Heritage Festival or other special event at the park.  Interpretation would focus on 
telling the story of the historic phase uncovered.  A special brochure or fact sheet could be developed 



 

Castle Hill Heritage Park—Interpretation Plan, Stage 1 Strategic Overview—Draft Report, July 2008 55 

and the site archaeologists would be on hand at the event to 
talk to the public and answer questions about the dig.   

In concert with these professional excavations, fun 
archaeological-based activities could be offered for children.  
Developed by Sydney Learning Adventures at The Rocks in 
Sydney, children can take part in a fun archaeological activity 
called Kids Dig at The Rocks (see Figures 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3).  
The activity is located in the Rocks Discovery Museum and is 
a hands on experience that simulates a real archaeological 
dig.  Kids aged between four and twelve years of age dress up 
as archaeologists and use special equipment to excavate in a 
recycled rubber compound.  They uncover real objects under 
the guidance of staff, to help unravel the stories of the past.  
Children are accompanied by an adult during the one hour 
sessions which are offered three times per day during school 
holidays.  A session costs $11 per child and can be booked for 
groups, schools and birthday parties. 

Promoting Castle Hill in this way requires the message of its 
historical/archaeological importance to be popularly 
communicated.  The historic themes of convictism, forced 
migration, suppression and rebellion, attitudes to madness and 
agriculture have crucial international dimensions which can be 
expounded through both popular and scholarly devices. 

5.6.2  Developing Structured Learning Activities 

Baulkham Hills Shire Council, as manager of one of Australia’s 
most important historic sites, can position itself as a learning 
provider in the widest sense of the word, providing 
opportunities for learning at all levels (schools, lifelong, tertiary, 
cultural tourism, staff training and development etc).  
Developing a strong learning and teaching service is in 
Council’s best interest in building future audiences and 
stakeholders and in realising its vision to make Castle Hill 
Heritage Park a special place in Sydney.  There is currently an 
opportunity to develop a commitment to learning and to 
providing a schools service.   

Planning and delivering a full and reliable schools program is 
challenging, particularly if resources are limited and casual or 
full-time staff are not available.  Time taken to develop a 
program and then recruiting, training and paying casual staff 
and the problems of retention are all constraints on the team’s 
capacity to deliver more programs and win new audiences.  
While a body of well-trained casual guides offers flexibility, the 
schools service should be staffed by a permanent core of 
appropriately qualified and experienced full and part-time 

 

Figure 5.1  Children at The Rocks 
Discovery Museum at the Kids Dig, a 
popular and creative children’s activity.  
(Source: 
<http://www.childrensdiscovery.org.au>) 

 

Figure 5.2  Children in action excavating in 
the rubber compound at The Rocks 
Discovery Museum.  (Source: 
<http://www.childrensdiscovery.org.au>) 

 

Figure 5.3  An excited participant at the 
Kids Dig with an old bottle he has 
excavated.  (Source: 
<http://www.childrensdiscovery.org.au>) 
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educators/guides to develop and deliver programs, and train and monitor casual staff. 

Partnerships Opportunities 

There are opportunities for greater partnership initiatives between the learning providers in Baulkham 
Hills Shire.  Co-ordination avoids duplication of programs, builds on strengths of different learning 
providers and utilises collections and places, for example State Records NSW, that otherwise are not 
readily accessible to school groups. 

An Educational Services team could be established to take on a co-ordinating and facilitative role to 
improve and enhance learning opportunities available in and about Baulkham Hills by fostering co-
operation and constructive partnerships.  Regular networking meetings or workshops with the learning 
providers (including the Historic Houses Trust, the local Environmental Education Centres, State 
Records NSW, Local Historical Society, the Local Studies Collection, and other heritage sites in the 
Shire) would allow the sharing of information about current approaches, new program development, 
issues and concerns and may result in creative partnerships and opportunities to develop joint events.   

The main Local Studies Collection at Castle Hill Library and the Environmental Education Centres in the 
Shire would be ideal partners.   

Curriculum Opportunities 

There are opportunities within the New South Wales curriculum for wider school curricula engagement 
with Castle Hill Heritage Park.  The park offers opportunities for the development of programs in the Key 
Learning Areas of Human Society and its Environment (HSIE), English, Creative Arts and Technological 
and Applied Studies (TAS).  For example: 

• Human Society and its Environment—with its focus on history, geography, civics and citizenship, 
Castle Hill Heritage Park offers students opportunities to develop their understandings of convict 
history, immigration, the politics of identity and the place of history in their community. 

• English—HSC English, with its focus on text and constructions of narratives, offers an opportunity 
to use the existing interpretation on site to explore notions of interpretation as text.  This could be 
linked with the Elective 3 of the Advanced Course History and Memory.  Castle Hill also offers 
opportunities to explore ‘Everyday and Workplace Texts’ and 7–10 picture book texts, such as My 
Place and Way Home. 

• Creative Arts—this subject area provides students with opportunities to explore creativity in the 
visual arts, music, dance and drama.  In this area students learn to understand and express 
different values, meanings, techniques and interpretations.  Castle Hill Heritage Park provides a 
range of opportunities for rich learning experiences in this area.  Students could engage in historical 
re-enactments or short dramatic plays based on historical characters.  The colonial artworks 
depicting Castle Hill and the Battle of Vinegar Hill also provide a wonderful starting point for 
students to visually express their interpretation of the park’s history.   

Virtual Opportunities 

There are broad opportunities for virtual site interpretation for schools (and the general public).  These 
could be in the form of a web-based resource or CD-ROMs which could be sold.  International examples 
of websites which offer a virtual experience in archaeology and/or history include: 

• <www.channel4.com/history/timeteam>—Time Detectives; and 
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• <www.museumoflondon.org.uk/MOLsite/learning>—Virtual Object Handling. 

The Mandatory Site Study for History St 4–5 specifies that, if necessary, a site study can be based on 
material on a website or CD-ROM.  This approach can also be effectively combined with a visit to Castle 
Hill Heritage Park.  The various archaeological sites and their associated artefacts at Castle Hill, 
particularly those no longer available or accessible to the public, could be interpreted by virtual means. 

School Holiday Programs 

Sydney Learning Adventures offer school holiday programs with activities and learning opportunities for 
children and are marketed as such, using a similar brochure format to the formal Schools Programs.  
There is an opportunity to develop family focused holiday programs which involve both children and 
adults in the learning process about Castle Hill Heritage Park, its history and archaeology.   

Links to Tertiary Education 

For the tertiary sector there are obvious educational links with history, archaeology and cultural heritage 
courses, both at TAFE and university level.  At present there are no facilities or resources to respond to 
tertiary students’ needs and there are clearly opportunities for the Castle Hill Heritage Park to tap into 
tertiary students’ projects. 

5.6.3  Walks and Tours 

There are already some operators delivering face-to-face guided walks at Castle Hill.  The guided walks 
are mainly offered during special events or on an ad hoc basis.  At present the Hills District Historical 
Society is one of the main tour providers.  In order to compete with each other, yet not overlap, there are 
opportunities to work in partnership to develop tours collaboratively with distinct points of difference.   

There are many ways to increase the number and range of tours and ideally these should relate to the 
significance of the park.  The walks should be available as free downloads from the park’s website.  

There is an opportunity to develop and sustain a tour delivered by appropriate Aboriginal people, 
perhaps in partnership with the Aboriginal Resource Centre and Bidjiwong Community Garden.   

All tours need to be developed within the framework of the park’s historic themes, to ensure integrity and 
authenticity, and be market tested during development and evaluated as they continue.  

5.6.4  Marketing 

There is little in the way of current marketing for the park but what there is focuses heavily on the 
Rebellion and archaeology associated with the convict phase.  The unique heritage attributes that make 
it such a special place could be used more effectively as content for print material, visitor information and 
a website.  The heritage of the park should be used to attract visitors in its own right. 

A focus on discovering the past and fun activities and learning is important, and a key driver in attracting 
main target groups into the area.  This in turn provides an opportunity to exploit the unique heritage 
attributes of the park to complement the existing media and become an additional driver for bringing 
people, especially locals, into the park. 
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History in itself can be a drawcard if elements are properly 
exploited—it distinguishes Castle Hill Heritage Park as a truly 
unique area and can significantly add to the appeal of 
spending time, repeatedly, in the area.  The Castle Hill 
Heritage Park is at the start of a process that will strengthen its 
appeal to locals, especially if authentic heritage aspects 
continue to be reinforced. 

There are opportunities to infiltrate increased interpretive 
initiatives within existing annual events.  The very successful 
re-enactment in 2004 could add a heritage-related message 
about the Rebellion and be linked into the graphics on t-shirts 
and other ephemera during the day, such as paper coffee 
cups.  The role of the archaeology could be promoted and 
developed in displays and fun excavations for kids, such as is 
done at the Big Dig site in The Rocks. 

Such ideas need to be developed and workshopped to 
practicability well before an event—perhaps through an 
‘authenticity focus group workshop’ which uses the 
archaeology and history and buildings of Castle Hill to develop 
the special relationship between the place and the event. 

The key to commercial and heritage success is to make the 
experience of going to Castle Hill Heritage Park interesting and 
relevant—to make it a place people understand and value 
personally, so that they care about it and want to visit and 
show it off—a place which, most importantly, provides an 
enjoyable and authentic experience they want to repeat on a 
regular basis. 

5.7  Interpretation Policy  
Informed by the discussion above, the following policies have 
been developed for interpretation at Castle Hill Heritage Park: 

• The story of Castle Hill heritage Park will be socially 
inclusive and communicated to engage and inspire a 
broad and diverse audience. 

• Baulkham Hills Shire Council will work collaboratively with 
representatives of the local Aboriginal community to 
develop interpretive experiences for the park that enrich 
the public’s understanding of Aboriginal cultural heritage. 

• The visitor experience at Castle Hill Heritage Park will be 
designed to be educational, enjoyable and authentic. 

• Interpretation will take account of all heritage values 
including natural and Aboriginal cultural heritage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5.4  The commemorative t-shirt of 
the Battle of Vinegar Hill developed for the 
200th anniversary in March 2004.  (Source: 
<www.battleofvinegarhill.com.au>) 

 

Figure 5.5  Voices of Vinegar Hill, a music 
CD featuring original contemporary music 
prepared for the anniversary of the Battle 
of Vinegar Hill in 2004.  (Source: 
<www.battleofvinegarhill.com.au>) 
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• Interpretation will be designed to conserve existing heritage fabric of the site and, where possible, 
to provide opportunities for audiences to experience and learn first-hand about the physical 
evidence of the past. 

• Related places and objects will be incorporated into the interpretation for Castle Hill Heritage Park.  
This includes places related to the history and heritage of the site and within the Hills District. 

• Opportunities will be provided for the park’s history and heritage to be experienced through virtual 
visits. 

• Suitable opportunities will be provided for the local community to contribute to and become involved 
in and engaged in the park’s interpretation planning. 

• Planned events will reflect the heritage values and significance of Castle Hill Heritage Park. 

• Interpretation will be cost effective, robust and easily maintained and will be staged according to 
available resources. 

• That interpretation is regularly tested and evaluated to ensure it meets or exceeds visitor needs and 
best practice in heritage interpretation. 

• Castle Hill Heritage Park will be a place where families, both adults and children, come together to 
learn though provision of entertaining and fun learning experiences based on the significance of the 
park. 

• As new information becomes available through historical or archaeological research interpretation 
will be revised accordingly. 

• Good records will be kept in a secure location and available to bona fide researchers. 

• Interpretation will be based on historical research that is accurate and scholarly and will make clear 
that historical evidence can be interpreted from varying points of view. 
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6.0  Draft Strategy Overview (What’s Proposed?) 

6.1  Interpretive Aims or Objectives to Engage and Stimulate Audiences 
By interpreting the many and diverse heritage values of Castle Hill Heritage Park, Baulkham Hills Shire 
Council is providing an opportunity for people to enjoy and experience the historic themes and stories of 
the place.  By making connections with the past, visitors will better understand the context of their 
surroundings and value them.  A range of potential interpretive initiatives have been identified in order to 
communicate the heritage and history of the park with authenticity and sophistication.   

The range of initiatives include: 

• Aboriginal cultural heritage interpretation; 

• renaming the park; 

• interpretive installations and devices; 

• an interpretive centre; 

• face to face activities; 

• electronic media; 

• events; and 

• community learning environments. 

Together, the interpretive devices listed below aim to convey information about all the heritage values 
significant to the place, as well as creating opportunities for people to experience the places and stories 
first hand.  The initiatives provide many unique opportunities for people to experience the different 
historical layers of Castle Hill Heritage Park and to encourage the contemplation of changes over time, 
as well as experience the many features that are virtually unchanged.   

By focusing on the historic documentation as well as archaeological evidence, locals and visitors can be 
provided with direct and tangible links to the history of the place which will, in turn, enhance their 
enjoyment and understanding. 

6.2  Interpretive Initiatives 
The following range of initiatives has been developed to interpret the park’s historic themes to identified 
and potential audiences.  It is proposed that the initiatives will be presented to Baulkham Hills Shire 
Council and key community stakeholders for feedback and refinement.  This will occur prior to the 
development of future interpretive planning for the park.  Some of the initiatives identified are simple, 
cost effective and may be implemented in the short term.  Other potential initiatives, such as the 
Interpretive Centre, will require additional work including research, wider community consultation and 
design development.  Securing sponsorship or funding for the project will also be necessary.    

To ensure best practice for interpretive media all initiatives must be authentic and site-specific.  A 
commitment to high-quality design development and consistency, as well as rigorous evaluation in the 
development stages is also vitally important.  A commitment to adequately resourcing long-term 
maintenance of all interpretive initiatives is also strongly recommended.   
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This study recommends that resources should be set aside to develop practical Design and Evaluation 
Guidelines for interpretation to ensure a unified, accessible and consistent interpretive experience. 

6.3  Media and Locations 
Onsite Interpretive Initiatives  

Location Interpretive Initiative Media 

Interpretive Centre 

 

A sensitively designed interpretive centre that is 
integrated into the existing landform.   
An interpretive wall incorporating interpretive 
panels that provide an introduction to the 
multilayered history of the park.   
May incorporate archaeological resources 
located on site. 
May incorporate soundscapes. 
Provide lockable multipurpose spaces for events 
overlays, educational activities, tour and school 
groups, and archaeological teams. 

To be determined. 

Well  

 
 

A small interpretive sign in keeping with existing 
signage design and materials. 
Toughened glass balustrade fencing or 
protective barrier. 

Steel with digital film. 
Glass balustrade. 

Dog track 

 

Ground inlay with gravel track surface and 
interpretive sign sympathetic to palette of 
existing interpretive materials. 

Edged gravel. 
Small sign with recycled 
timber, steel and digital 
print as per existing 
signage design. 

Barracks  

 

Tablets of reconstituted sandstone etched with 
convicts’ names or select first-hand accounts 
that relate to various phases of use. 
Or coloured poles at each corner to height of 
barracks showing roof form. 

Reconstituted sandstone 
cut to width of barracks 
building. 
Or steel or aluminium 
coloured uprights to 
indicate scale and form. 
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Onsite Interpretive Initiatives  

Location Interpretive Initiative Media 

Kitchen  

 
 

Footprint marked with sandstone flagging filled 
with crushed sandstone. 

Edges sandstone, filled with 
crushed sandstone for 
kitchen. 
Or steel or aluminium 
coloured uprights to 
indicate scale and form. 

Pathways 

 

‘Lift’ sections of existing path network and insert 
textual fragments (quotations and first-hand 
accounts of the park). 
Consider relocating some pathways to mark 
former property boundaries. 

Etched steel, various 
locations throughout the 
park. 

Muster Bell 

 

Prepare a brief and commission a public artist to 
design an artwork that interprets the muster bell 
which is associated with the convict history of 
the site for installation at Castle Hill Heritage 
Park. 

Various media. 

Archaeology  

 
 

Research design for an annual program of 
archaeological excavation run over several 
years, aimed at verifying the location of key 
buildings related to various historic phases. 
Building footprints located and interpreted with 
ground inlays as outlined above.  Consideration 
could be given to using subtly different materials 
or treatments to distinguish between historic 
periods. 
In situ secure pods or ground plaques could be 
used to recontextualise artefacts within the 
landscape in locations where they were 
excavated.  This may provide opportunity for a 
fun educational activity where children hunt for 
the plaques to locate various objects from the 
past.  
Interpret and display artefacts as part of 
interpretive wall/centre. 

Toughened glass and steel, 
solar lighting. 
Acid etched stainless steel 
plaques. 
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Other Interpretive Initiatives 

Interpretive Initiative Description Timing 

Re-enactments 

 

Commemorative interpretation can bring 
history to life in entertaining and informative 
ways.  
A re-enactment every five years of the 1804 
Rebellion involving NSW Corp Members, 
Historica, school children, local government 
and interested members of the public. 
Provide a range of supplementary activities 
and events including arts and crafts displays 
that relate to the history of the Rebellion, 
historic children’s games, historically accurate 
encampments, costume and weaponry 
displays. 
Provide merchandising such as 
commemorative t-shirts, water canteens, 
music CD or DVD of 200th anniversary of the 
re-enactment.   

Every five or ten years. 
Each re-enactment should be 
professionally co-ordinated and filmed 
and include interviews with both re-
enactors and the audience.   
Footage should be professionally edited 
and used for on-site and web-based 
interpretation.   

Heritage Festival  

 

Held annually including barnyard animals, 
Government Farm and orcharding market 
stalls selling fresh fruit and vegetables, 
historical displays and living history 
demonstrations.   
Include demonstrations focusing on 
archaeology Big Dig History Beneath Your 
Feet and fun interactive activities for children.   

Annually. 

Tours/Walks 

 
 

Develop a series of self-guided and guided 
walks that focus on interpreting the historic 
themes and key stories for Castle Hill 
Heritage Park. 
Rebellion tour, delivered from the ‘real-life’ 
perspective of Phillip Cunningham, overseer 
of stonemasons; or a History Beneath Your 
Feet tour, interpreting the diverse 
archaeology of Castle Hill Heritage Park; or a 
Madness and Mismanagement tour focused 
on the period when the site was used as a 
Lunatic Asylum.   
On demand and during heritage events. 
Available as free downloads via the web. 

On demand, at special events, during 
school holidays or commemorative 
celebrations or anniversaries. 
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Other Interpretive Initiatives 

Interpretive Initiative Description Timing 

Website 

 
 

Develop a resource rich interactive website 
that incorporates the many historical layers of 
the park, including historic imagery.   
Include free downloads such as fact sheets, 
oral history, walks, podcasts, updates on 
events, educational kits, school holiday 
programs, and opportunities for members of 
the public to contribute.   
Include audio visual of the Battle of Vinegar 
Hill re-enactment, music and merchandising 
for the park.   

 

Schools/Education Program  

 
 

Explore the potential for using the park for fun 
interactive school holiday activities that 
interpret the history and heritage of the park.  
Examples may include archaeological digs, 
farm-based activities, or creative arts based 
activities where children use drama or 
artworks to bring history to life. 
Develop an education kit for primary and 
secondary schools to interpret the history and 
heritage of Castle Hill Heritage Park.  The 
education kit could be made available to 
teachers as a free download via the park 
website.   
The kit could feature a range of different 
activities that are linked to some of Key 
Learning Areas (KLAs) in primary and 
secondary schools such as Human Society 
and its Environment and Creative Arts. 

During school holidays and at special 
events. 

Commemorative Plantings 

 
 
 

Consider planting heirloom varieties of citrus 
and a kitchen garden to interpret the former 
government convict farm and the orcharding 
phase. 
Historically authentic varieties of plants. 
Link to events and educational programs. 

Seasonally vary plantings. 
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6.4  Telling the stories of Castle Hill Heritage Park 

6.4.1  Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Initiatives 

The fulsome consideration of Aboriginal cultural heritage interpretation, which needs to engage with the 
local Aboriginal community who are the rightful interpreters of their heritage, is beyond the scope of this 
Interpretation Plan. 

In order to bring significant Aboriginal stories to audiences at Castle Hill Heritage Park, there needs to be 
several Aboriginal interpretive initiatives.  Future interpretation planning must allow adequate time and 
resources to develop initiatives so that members of the Aboriginal community can participate fully in the 
selection of themes that relate to Aboriginal values, as well as appropriate media, style and content for 
interpretive devices.   

Aboriginal cultural heritage initiatives could be targeted at cultural tourists and the education audience 
groups in particular.  Historic themes that may be interpreted in consultation with local Aboriginal people 
might include Castle Hill’s First People, Fighting for Land and Contemporary Living and The Apology.  
Aboriginal values would also be interpreted in most of the following initiatives but particular devices might 
include artwork that would provide an appropriate ‘Welcome to Country’ and incorporation of a Welcome 
to Country at all official functions at the park.  Aboriginal interpretive initiatives should be incorporated 
into the proposed interpretive centre for the park.  An important emphasis might include lack of 
documented evidence or known fabric that demonstrates the connections of Aboriginal people to Castle 
Hill, which may be interpreted as a poignant reminder of the experience of colonialism and 
dispossession from traditional country. 

Renaming the park  

It is noted that the Castle Hill Heritage Park Management Committee, in their submission of 10 August 
2007, have called for the park to be renamed ‘1804 Rebellion Park’.   

Renaming the Castle Hill Heritage Park is an important first step in creating an identity for the park that is 
linked to its cultural heritage significance.  The current name, Castle Hill Heritage Park, does not convey 
information about the park which arouses curiosity or stimulates interest.  It may be contended that the 
name Rebellion Park only communicates one aspect of the multilayered history of the park; however, it 
is one of the most significant aspects of its past.   

The name Rebellion Park immediately triggers curiosity and conjures imagery.  What rebellion? When?  
What happened and why?  It provides an ideal basis from which to attract people’s interest and draw 
people into learning and finding out more.  It could then be the role of the Interpretive Centre to highlight 
the multilayered history of the park and the important idea that every place has many histories and 
stories to tell.  It helps connect the park to other sites of rebellion nationally and internationally and 
provides a sense of identity that will work with interpretation within the park and with other interpretive 
initiatives at a local level, such as heritage events and educational activities.   

Should an interpretive centre be built within the park in the future, a key consideration will be the naming 
of the centre.  Rebellion Park Interpretive Centre is a more evocative name that communicates an 
aspect of the park’s heritage significance more effectively than Castle Hill Heritage Park Interpretive 
Centre.  The name Rebellion Park will also lend itself very well to marketing and merchandising in the 
future, should it be established that it was a viable business proposition. 
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A Historic Arrival 

As discussed in Section 4.2 there are a number of issues with the current approach and arrival to the 
park.  The visitor experience would be improved considerably if the main entry to the park was via Banks 
Road.  Entry via this historic line of road and former colonial entry to the Government Farm would enable 
visitors to the park to glimpse this historic vista as part of the arrival experience as they travel along 
Banks Road.  Using this historic line of road immediately creates a sense of connection with the history 
of the park and provides a view of the park that places the visitor in close proximity to that of the 
unknown colonial artist who painted the c1806 watercolour entitled View of Castle Hill Government 
Farm.   

Peopling Castle Hill Heritage Park  

The existing interpretive signage, which uses steel silhouettes of The Free Settlers, The Red Coats and 
The Croppies that were designed by Baulkham Hills Shire Council, presents an opportunity for Council 
to develop interpretive experiences using the stories of real people from these groups in the past.  Links 
may be drawn from the lived experiences of people from these groups to Castle Hill Heritage Park and 
connected with the appropriate historic themes such as convicts, events and law and order.   

The people from the past could ‘come to life’ through a series of audio programs and interpretive 
brochures available as free downloads via the Baulkham Hills Shire Council website.  Professional 
actors should be used for any interpretive audio to ensure the authenticity of accents and emotion.  The 
focus on interpreting the individual life experiences of the people connected to Castle Hill Heritage Park 
and the places and events that were important in their lives would provide opportunities for people to 
engage with the lived experiences of people in the past.   

Visitors could choose a ‘character’ and some of the installations could narrowcast audio material.  All 
audiences would be targeted with this initiative.  This initiative could be developed further for interpretive 
displays within the interpretive centre as soundscapes, at heritage events and as part of an educational 
program where a costume box and props could be stored on site as part of the educational resources for 
school groups.  Age appropriate historical information on the lived experiences of a cross section of 
people from each of the groups could be provided as part of an on-site educational activity.  Children 
could choose a ‘character’ and dress up and create a play or other activity where the Croppies, Free 
Settlers and Red Coats interact with each other in scripted scenarios informed by surviving historical 
evidence. 

Some historic characters that may be brought to life using this initiative include: 

The Croppies 

• Philip Cunningham—rebel leader and overseer of stonemasons at Castle Hill. 

• William Johnston—co-leader of the rebellion and overseer of carpenters at Castle Hill. 

The Red Coats 

• Governor Philip Gidley King—Governor of the colony who declared martial law against the rebels. 

• Major George Johnston—leader of the NSW Corps who succeeded in defeating the rebels at 
Rouse Hill. 
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The Free Settlers 

• Michael Nowland—sentenced to transportation for life for robbery; he was the superintendent of the 
Castle Hill Convict Farm between 1802–1806. 

• Colonel Verincourt de Clambe—a French aristocrat who settled at Castle Hill when he was granted 
100 acres. 

• George Suttor—narrowly escaped being shot by the Castle Hill rebels, he was the superintendent 
of the Castle Hill Lunatic Asylum for five years and an orchardist of note. 

Ground/Path Inlays  

Ground or path inlays can provide interpretive layering, stimulate interest, mark sites and lead visitors to 
particular destinations.  Cast metal or laser cut stone/masonry inlays could be used to interpret the 
location of former structures in the landscape, prior use of places such as the dog track, and the location, 
footprint and scale of built features that are not longer extant.  (See Appendix A for further discussion.)   

Existing routes through the park to places of interest such as the well or the convict barracks could have 
path inlays designed with interpretive components which could be similarly treated to unify the park 
landscape.  The path inlays could, for the most part, be incorporated into the existing path network within 
the park.  Sections of the paths close to the supposed or known location of former buildings or 
archaeological remains could be removed and replaced with interpretive inlays which incorporate 
quotations from historic texts, imagery or brief historical descriptions.   Path inlays are not only an 
effective means of communicating where historic items were located but can also be used to 
communicate memories or intriguing fragments of information associated with the park.  Inlays enable 
many layers of the past to be communicated.  They provide a means for including material from a range 
of historic periods.  In this way inlays can be used to convey information about phases of use such as 
the asylum period. 

Depending on the material selected, this initiative is relatively cost effective and adds both texture and a 
discrete layer of information that will complement the existing park interpretation. 

Podcast Audio Tours 

Podcast audio tours have the ability to provide targeted interpretive information at particular sites in a 
variety of languages.  Visitors could download the tour from the Baulkham Hills Shire Website or their 
local district library via their MP3 player or iPod.  An accompanying guidebook could also be downloaded 
and printed, and copies could also be distributed by Council to local schools, historical societies and 
community groups.  Such tours allow people to set off to explore the park at their own pace.  The 
guidebook describes the route and the audio tour plays the information.  The system can be configured 
to deliver different stories at many sites in multiple languages, as necessary.  This initiative would appeal 
to a wide audience. 

Guided Walks 

There is considerable scope for additional tours to be created for Castle Hill Heritage Park, especially 
those aimed at delivering to family or special interest groups, children, local residents and people within 
the Hills District.  The aim of developing tours and other face-to-face interpretive activities is to provide 
multiple entry points ‘into the historic stories and layers of Castle Hill Heritage Park’ by isolating and 
focusing on a variety of appropriate themes, as described in Section 3.0.  A variety of tours could be 
developed which consider a visitor’s timeframe and level of knowledge.  People that have never visited 
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the park may be offered an introductory tour, while other tours could provide opportunities for visitors 
who have already attended an introductory tour and now want a more in-depth engagement with the 
park. 

Alternative walks could be delivered that focus very specifically on particular interests.  Examples would 
include a Rebellion tour, delivered from the ‘real-life’ perspective of Phillip Cunningham, overseer of 
stonemasons; or a History Beneath Your Feet tour, interpreting the diverse archaeology of Castle Hill 
Heritage Park, or a Madness and Mismanagement tour focused on the period when the site was used 
as a Lunatic Asylum.  A Rebels and Rascals tour would expand the possibilities of presenting the 
known identities associated with Castle Hill.  These would have the potential to deliver either a broad 
range of themes or a very specific set of themes, depending on the direction and scope.  There is 
potential to use large-format, robust, hand-held transparencies of appropriate images to place ‘over’ the 
current view in order to provide a glimpse of the past—both people and historical features and how they 
compare with today’s environment. 

Interpretive Centre 

Baulkham Hills Shire Council and the 355 Committee have expressed a strong interest in developing an 
interpretive centre at Castle Hill Heritage Park.   

One of the significant qualities of the landscape is that the landform evident in the vista from Banks Road 
across the park to the northeast that is depicted in the c1806 watercolour entitled, View of Government 
Farm, remains almost unchanged.  The park’s heritage qualities are for the most part intangible, that is, 
they are still hidden beneath the earth’s surface.  While it is important to communicate the significance of 
the park’s heritage it is vital that this is done in a manner that is sympathetic to, or in keeping with, the 
place’s significance and maintains the legibility of the site.1  

Given the significance of the park and its setting it would not be appropriate to develop a large scale 
interpretive centre, as it could potentially overwhelm the character and quality of the existing landscape.  
A centre that cleverly uses the topography of the park as a design element and integrates it into the 
existing historic landform would help reinforce the landscape character and heritage significance of the 
park as a place where much of the important information about the past is not readily available but is still 
beneath the surface of the ground.   

Any scheme for a future interpretive centre would need to be sensitively sited so it could be read as 
integral to the landscape.  It may be appropriate to design an interpretive wall that follows the existing 
contours and incorporates areas for interpretive displays including text, historic imagery, archaeological 
fragments and tactile interactives for children.   

A series of lockable rooms or multipurpose spaces could be integrated discretely behind the interpretive 
wall.  The rooms could be made available to school groups for educational activities and tour groups on 
demand.  Educational resources such as a costume box, props, activity sheets and audio visual 
materials could be permanently and securely stored.  Basic kitchen facilities, power for public address 
and other event overlay equipment could be stored.  Provision could be made for the interpretive centre 
to be developed in stages as funding becomes available and visitation to the park grows.  It may be 
possible to provide ‘glimpses’ into the rooms when they are not in use that incorporate interpretive 
elements such as dioramas or film excerpts triggered by sensors.  ‘Personal’ viewings of objects or 
images could be provided as part of the design of the interpretive wall through small portholes or 
peepholes.  The peepholes could be incorporated at varying heights for adults and children alike.   
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It has been proposed by Baulkham Hills Shire Council that historic fabric associated with Kentwell 
Cottage be re-used as part of the on-site interpretation at Castle Hill Heritage Park.  While it is 
acknowledged that the cottage was a rare and significant vernacular building that had evolved and 
changed over decades, its fabric is not part of the story or significance of Castle Hill Heritage Park.  
Moreover, the integrity of the cottage has been largely diminished due to its removal from its original 
location.2  To ensure that the significance of the park is communicated clearly it is important that the 
visitor’s attention is directed to understanding the many historical layers and stories of the park, rather 
than the larger story of the history of Castle Hill.  It is thought that the fabric would be better suited to 
display at The Display Store, which is the focus of the Powerhouse Discovery Centre.  The centre is 
located on the corner of Windsor and Showground Roads in Castle Hill.  Some items associated directly 
with the history of Castle Hill, the Baulkham Hills Shire and the northwest Sydney area are already on 
display at the Store. 

Moreover, within and surrounding the Hills District there are a number of heritage properties and civic 
facilities such as libraries and museums.  Such places have the potential to reach a very wide cross 
section of the local community through their daily interactions with the public and are perhaps better able 
to promote and interpret the park though temporary displays and easy access to historical research 
resources. 

6.4.2  Interpretive Displays 

To help build public awareness and interest in the Castle Hill Heritage Park, interpretation should extend 
outside of the park and into the community and wider Hills District as part of an outreach program for 
heritage.   

Community facilities and public spaces such as shopping centres, council chambers, libraries and other 
areas can be used to mount small occasional thematic displays.  By selecting and using key historic 
themes and imagery, for example the 1806 unattributed watercolour of the park, a sense of place can be 
developed and new audiences for the park may be found.  In busy shopping malls small displays should 
be eye catching, well designed and image rich.  Durable freestanding panels or vinyl banners are 
appropriate.  Such displays need not be staffed but postcards or other brochures should be available for 
people that may require additional information.  Displays can be mounted during peak times such as 
school holidays, or to coincide with forthcoming events and activities.  To provide an additional level of 
information, volunteers or suitably qualified Council personnel could staff the display and answer 
questions from the public. 

6.4.3  Interpretive Events  

Festivals and events have the ability to help tell the historical story of Castle Hill Heritage Park in a very 
‘real’ way—they can bring history to life, as well as becoming drivers to bring people, especially the local 
people, to the park.  They are also drivers to bring people back to Castle Hill Heritage Park time and 
again, as events become fixtures of the community’s annual calendar.  Existing events such as the 
Heritage Festival demonstrate that these can be highly successful.  To be successful at interpretation, 
they need to spring from authentic historic themes and may potentially include Aboriginal experience 
and values of the park.   

A series of events could be held each year that reflects the themes interpreted on the site.  The events 
should be aimed primarily at children and family groups, and should be light and fun with a bit of 
adventure thrown in where possible.  For example if it was possible to arrange archaeological digs, 
demonstrations or re-enactments this would add a unique and very appealing element to the program.   
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A special Castle Hill Heritage Park Market Day could be the 
focus of each season with fresh produce which would 
communicate the Government Farm and, much later, 
orcharding phase of the park’s history and involve families in 
plenty of fun activities. 

Commemorative Plantings 

The agricultural history and significance of the park associated 
with the convict phase and the more recent orcharding phase 
could be interpreted through the establishment of productive 
gardens or orchard areas within the park.  In the CMP for the 
park the approximate location of a garden and paddock, 
associated with the convict phase, within the southwestern 
boundary of the park along Banks Road is shown.  The CMP 
also shows orcharding in the southeastern portion of the park.    

Heirloom varieties of relevant species could be planted and 
interpreted.  The plantings would become part of the visitor 
experience and educational program.  Seasonal events 
engaging adults and children in gardening activities such as 
harvesting, sowing and tiling the soil could be held. 

The location, scale and layout of commemorative plantings will 
be defined during future stages of interpretation planning and 
site development.   

Commemorative Re-enactments—Battle of 
Vinegar Hill 

Historical re-enactments are great fun for re-enactors and 
spectators alike.  In March 2004, to commemorate the 200th 
anniversary of the Battle of Vinegar Hill five local councils, 
including Baulkham Hills Shire and the Friends of Vinegar Hill, 
collaborated and organised a number of events over one week 
to honour the contribution individuals made in 1804 to equality, 
justice and liberty.  The re-enactment of the battle and 
associated program of activities was a huge success with 
several thousand people attending.   

The re-enactment of the Battle of Vinegar Hill on 7 March 2004 
at Rouse Hill Regional Park was professionally co-ordinated by 
Historica Pty Ltd, a historical re-enactment and events 
management company (see Figure 6.1).  The history of the 
battle was thoroughly researched and a detailed program 
developed.  The re-enactment portrayed events prior to the 
battle and the battle itself.  Participants in the re-enactment 
were invited to register and were subsequently issued with 
comprehensive information about the event including safety 
battlefield, drill and encampment command structure, a plan of 

 

Figure 6.1  Brett Kenworthy and Dr 
Stephen Gapps, Directors of Historica Pty 
Ltd the company that coordinated the Battle 
of Vinegar Hill re-enactment 2004.  (Source: 
<www.battleofvinegarhill.com.au>) 

 

Figure 6.2  Invitation to potential 
participants to be part of the 200th 
anniversary of the Battle of Vinegar Hill. 
(Source: <www.battleofvinegarhill.com.au>). 

 

Figure 6.3  Blue and Grey members, (a 
living history club) waiting to register as 
part of the anniversary re-enactment of the 
Battle of Vinegar Hill in 2004.  (Source: 
<http://www.geocities.com>) 

 

Figure 6.4  Rehearsals for the re-
enactment of the Battle of Vinegar Hill.  
(Source: <www.geocities.com>) 
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the encampment and a map of Rouse Hill Regional Park.  Participants were also expected to attend 
rehearsals prior to the actual re-enactment (see Figures 6.2 to 6.4).   

Major re-enactments of the Battle of Vinegar Hill should be planned to occur at five or ten year intervals.  
They are a great way to involve the wider community and continue build the identity and profile for 
Castle Hill Heritage Park.  Holding re-enactments more frequently has the potential to dilute the 
significance of the event and also draws resources away from other important aspects of the park’s 
history and heritage.   This is not to say, however, that small scale re-enactments or dramatic works 
could not be undertaken as part of other events or an education program.   

The planning, experience and resources accumulated through the 2004 re-enactment provide a very 
valuable template for future re-enactments and the development of associated activities.   

Future programs and notices about the Battle of Vinegar Hill re-enactment should be widely advertised 
in a variety of local, state and national media, including radio and television.  If a resource rich website is 
established for the park, information about past and future re-enactments should be included with audio, 
text and imagery.   

The battle re-enactment is part of the ‘living history’ of the park and should also form a key part of on-site 
interpretation at Castle Hill Heritage Park, through incorporation into displays in the proposed interpretive 
centre.  Stills, moving footage and interviews with re-enactors and spectators, contextualised within a 
summary discussion about the phenomena of living history by Dr Stephen Gapps, a noted expert in the 
field should be included. 

Interpretive Webpage 

The unique characteristics of the internet, and the breadth of storytelling opportunities available with 
electronic media, make it a tool well suited to communicating with an extensive, world-wide audience.  
By using the heritage and history of Castle Hill Heritage Park as a cornerstone of both the design 
elements and the content of a park website, there is scope to create a contemporary, engaging 
interpretive device that will reach a vast range of audiences.  If appropriately designed, constructed and 
maintained, the site will have a great capacity to be informative, educational and practical, in addition to 
being a significant marketing tool.  The internet and associated electronic media are not contemporary 
devices which supersede the historical aspects of Castle Hill Heritage Park.  Rather, they are timely 
instruments which can be used to enhance both the historical and current experience of the park. 

Creating a website is best approached in stages.  The first stage should focus on developing an identity 
for the park (a ‘brand’) and an information structure for the site, laying the groundwork for future 
development and maintenance.  The second phase should tackle the more complex technical issues, 
such as mobile phone tours.    

The navigation device of any web page is the means by which a user accesses the site.  It is the design 
of the homepage and the means by which menus are accessed.  In some cases, the user clicks on 
icons to proceed to the elements in which they are interested.  Other sites utilise ‘dropdown’ menus or 
static menu bars.  It is essential that the navigation device be immediately engaging, fun and easy to 
use, to encourage browsers to explore the site and get as much out of the experience as possible. 

Understanding Castle Hill Heritage Park Portal—Targeted at schools, potential visitors, international 
tourists and those who cannot visit Castle Hill Heritage Park, this dedicated area of the site would be 
designed to stimulate interest and present the history of Castle Hill Heritage Park in an innovative and 
engaging way.  Designed to complement any existing resources and programs a series of e-learning 



 

Castle Hill Heritage Park—Interpretation Plan, Stage 1 Strategic Overview—Draft Report, July 2008 73 

modules could be developed, exploring themes linked to KLAs such as archaeology, artefacts, archives 
and artists.  Resources and learning material for schools would also be provided to all education 
providers.  This e-learning content can also be adapted for delivery on CD-ROM if required.  Upon 
entering the site, under 16 year old users may enter a specially tailored kid-friendly section of the site.  
This section is a 3D representation of the precinct, with four to six sub-section rooms leading further into 
the portal.  Inside the virtual precinct, users would be provided with a series of historical paths to explore, 
as well as entertaining games such quiz labs.   

Profiles and Interviews—Regularly updated profiles of people with associations to Castle Hill Heritage 
Park, who may have lived or worked in the area.  This would be the ideal place to incorporate relevant 
interviews from Hills Voices Online, the oral history resource that Baulkham Hills Shire Council have 
developed.   

Itinerary Planner—The itinerary planner would enable visitors to plan their visits.   

Comprehensive Event Calendar—A calendar tool would allow visitors to explore and find out about 
events of interest.   

Layers of Time—Users can select to view Castle Hill Heritage Park from different vantage points and 
play back a time map that showcases the transformation of that landscape over time.  For example, the 
key vantage point that the user can chose is the view from Banks Road, from what was the entry to the 
Government Farm.  When the vantage point is chosen a window opens with a photograph of the current 
view from that spot.  The user can then select a specific era—1806, 1850, 1900, 1950 etc—and the 
picture will morph into the view from the same spot in that year.  These images would, of course, be 
digitally created from existing photographs, drawings, illustrations and maps.  A series of layers in time 
could also be used to highlight the various phases of use and their associated historic places within and 
surrounding the Castle Hill Heritage Park.   

Mobile Phone Tours—A Java-based mobile phone application, or an alternative digital delivery, that 
visitors can download from the website.  These mobile phone tours are designed to enhance visitor 
experiences.  Visitors will require a compatible mobile handset.  Visitors can select a variety of language 
options.   

 

Figure 6.5  A living encampment that was part of the 200th anniversary of the Battle of Vinegar Hill.  (Source: <www.geocities.com>) 
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6.5  Conclusions  
The Interpretation Plan: Stage 1 Strategic Overview reflects the overall approach to Castle Hill Heritage 
Park outlined in the Plan of Management and the Conservation Management Plan for the park.  This 
Plan also engages with the submission to Baulkham Hills Shire Council prepared by the Castle Hill 
Heritage Park Management Committee.   

Interpretation plays an important role in sustaining heritage values and is a vital means of 
communicating those values so that the community and visitors alike can learn from them and develop 
their understanding of conservation and our history and heritage.  Interpretation of the history and 
significance of the former uses of the park is an integral part of the future planning for the park.   

There are a range of exciting and engaging opportunities for heritage interpretation at Castle Hill 
Heritage Park.  The park can become an increasingly important focus for great visitor experiences 
though the select implementation of the initiatives identified in this report.  Castle Hill Heritage Park can 
become a place where history comes to life through a rich learning experience of authentic re-
enactments, heritage activities and events and educational programs that are connected to the lives of 
the community over generations. 
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6.6  Development and Implementation Tasks and Responsibilities for the 
Interpretation Plan 
The steps involved in developing the Interpretation Plan for Castle Hill Heritage Park are summarised in 
the table below.   

Following submission of this Stage 1 Strategic Overview of the Interpretation Plan, community 
consultation workshops are planned.  The consultations will enable stakeholders to provide input and 
respond to the draft strategy which will inform and refine the initiatives developed in this plan.   

Tasks To Be Carried Out By 

Interpretation Plan: Stage 2—Content Development 

Prepare presentation to communicate key findings of 
Interpretation Plan Stage 1—Strategic Overview to Council 
and Key Stakeholders 

Godden Mackay Logan and Lahz Nimmo 

Review client and stakeholder comments on Strategic 
Overview Report 

Godden Mackay Logan and Lahz Nimmo 

Confirm appropriate media for interpretive initiatives Godden Mackay Logan and Lahz Nimmo 

Confirm appropriate locations for interpretive initiatives Godden Mackay Logan and Lahz Nimmo 

Concept development for interpretive initiatives and media Godden Mackay Logan and Lahz Nimmo 

Select images for use in interpretive media, seek permission 
to use, or copyright to, selected images 

Godden Mackay Logan 

Prepare text for interpretive media Godden Mackay Logan  

Provide summary of installation tasks and an overview 
maintenance strategy for interpretive media 

Godden Mackay Logan 

Interpretation Plan: Stage C—Implementation 

Design of interpretive media Lahz Nimmo, graphic designer, briefed by Godden Mackay 
Logan 

Production of interpretive media Producer/fabricator in collaboration with Godden Mackay 
Logan, and graphic designer 

Installation of interpretive media Installation staff overseen by Godden Mackay Logan, and 
graphic designer 

 

6.7  Endnotes 
 

1  Castle Hill Heritage Park Conservation Management Plan, report prepared by Godden Mackay Logan in association with 
Archaeological & Heritage Management Solutions, report prepared for Baulkham Hills Shire Council, July 2007, p 87. 

2  Sue Rosen, Review of Conservation Management Plan and Reporting for 244 Old Northern Road, Castle Hill, for Baulkham Hills 
Shire Council, August 2004, p 37. 
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7.0  Appendices (for Strategic Overview) 

Appendix A 
Archaeological Discussion Paper, Castle Hill Interpretation Plan 
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Appendix A 
Archaeological Discussion Paper, Castle Hill Interpretation Plan 





Discussion Paper Castle Hill Interpretation Plan 

The purpose of the following short report is to present some options for 
physical interpretation of the barracks site (or other sites) at the Castle Hill 
Heritage Park and set out some of the important images, people and historic 
themes associated with the site.  The interpretation options are presented 
with an expectation that most are still open for discussion and no firm 
conclusions have been presented about approach, media, audiences etc.  
Some of the historic themes require further research to adequately illustrate 
their appropriateness.   

The recent archaeological program at the site of the Castle Hill Convict 
Barracks had three broad aims.  They were: 

• Investigation of the site to identify the presence of the barracks; 

• Determination of the extant of the remains and their condition; and 

• Recommendations for short and medium term conservation.   

The results of this excavation can be summarised as: 

• Archaeological remains of the barracks are present in the form of 
remnant structural elements and pits; 

• These remains form a coherent and discrete group with the remains of 
the “kitchen” exposed in an earlier excavation;  

• The structural features of the barracks have been severely truncated 
through a variety of events resulting in only 30% of the building 
footprint remaining; 

• There is evidence of different phases of construction and different 
elements of the building (i.e. possible fireplace, external stairs, 
buttress, internal division); 

• There was no evidence of substantial artefact deposits associated with 
the occupation but  pits and post holes were exposed which may 
potentially contain artefacts from this occupation; 

• There was no attempt to investigate the depth of the exposed footings 
or areas outside the building footprint for other features/deposits.   

The archaeology at Castel Hill is a rare, fragile and highly significant resource.  
Any options in interpretation need to take into account all three of these 
constraints.  

The physical fragility of the remains is the result of a combination of the 
bonding material used in the building’s construction (mud mortar), the low 
mechanical strength of the construction stone and the impacts of subsequent 
development across the site.   



 
Figure 1 Remnant footing of east wall and base of buttress of barrack 
building.  Also evident is a let 20th Century dwarf wall bonded to the barrack 
remains.  The fragile nature of the footings is evident in the photo.   

A number of interpretation options are available for the remains which may 
involve either spatial representation or no spatial representation of the 
barracks.   

Interpretation of the historic significance of the site is possible without spatial 
representation.  The existing interpretation panels are a low key option for 
this approach. It is also possible to make bolder statements through dramatic 
installations such as that found at the Convict Lumberyard site in Newcastle 
(see Figure 2).    

Should it be determined that some spatial representation of the barracks be 
attempted then the excavated evidence of the barracks footprint can be used 
to guide interpretation of the extent and orientation of the former barracks.  
The options for the remains may be summarised as: 

1. Exposed and unprotected; 

2. Exposed and protected (including under cover, capped/entombed); 

3. Remain covered with the barracks reflected in some other medium.   

Given the already noted fragility of the footings an option to expose the 
footings unprotected would not be responsible conservation outcome.   

Examples of options for exposure and protection are presented below.  At 
Goeblange-Meicher the footings of the villa are sited within a forest some 
distance from the nearest town.  The footings, excavated over a number of 
years require protection from both the elements and the possibility of 



vandalism.  The option chosen here was to represent the footprint and 
materials of the construction through the capping and encasing of the 
excavated remains within dwarf walls constructed of the same local stone but 
with modern bonding (cement) up to 1.5m high.  This option provides 
adequate protection for both weathering and vandalism while demonstrating 
room size, configuration and construction materials of the former structure.   

At the Dawes Point Battery this is achieved by mixing structural media, 
including rendered new walls and original sandstone building fabric, but 
utilising lower wall heights and hard surfaces for movement across the site to 
information panels.  The original fabric here will degrade over time as both 
natural weathering and the inevitable traffic of visitors, minimised but not 
prevented by guided walkways, effects the stone.   

Figure 5 illustrates the option of enclosing the remains within a structure or at 
least permanently under cover.  This is an expensive option and reduces the 
viewer’s ability to appreciate scale and extent of the original structure.  This 
option maximises protection (at additional cost), and options for associated 
information within the structure (i.e. information panels, artefacts, sound, 
lighting etc). 

Figure 6 shows the site at First Government House, Sydney, with an outline of 
the structures highlighted in the ground.  Original fabric is displayed through 
viewing ports into the ground surface with information on panels of each 
viewing port.  This option maximises protection for the fabric and provides 
some restricted ability to see in-situ “real” archaeological features.   

Unless there is some high viewpoint provided there is some difficulty in 
viewers appreciating the outline.  In addition the use of the viewing ports 
creates issues of expense, conservation (condensation, mould and lichen 
growth) and overall interpretation success.   

Figures 7 to 9 show the space frame being used in a variety of interpretation 
contexts.  The frames provide an opportunity to appreciate some sense of the 
scale of the structure and are also frequently associated with representations 
of the footings of the structure in plan.  

Other elements of the site may also be interpreted using individual site 
markers such as that shown in Figure 10. 

The final options entail more substantial construction above ground.  It may 
be possible to provide a partial reconstruction of portions of the barracks 
structure similar to the section of Hadrian’s Wall from Wallsend, England.  
This may also be undertaken in conjunction with the use of a space frame.   

Even more substantial complete reconstruction of the barracks is an option 
but one that may set the wrong precedent as far as the site is concerned (see 
Figures 13 and 14).  It is also the most costly in terms of initial outlay and 
ongoing costs for maintenance.  



 
Figure 2 Example of installation at Convict Lumberyard site, 
Newcastle.   

 
Figure 3 Footings of Roman Villa at Goeblange-Miecher, Luxembourg.   



 
Figure 4 Partial exposure of footings at Dawes Point Battery Site, Sydney 
with building frame in background for former pagoda.   

 
Figure 5 Archaeological “crypt”, Notre Dame, Paris.  Roman remains 
undercover with interpretive lighting, display artefacts and interpretation 
information adjacent.   



 
Figure 6 Plan of First Government House, Sydney. Some of the 
archaeological remains are exposed for direct view via “viewing ports” while 
other buried footings are marked out in coloured stone.  This high vantage 
point maximises the impact of the marked footprint.   

 
Figure 7 Space frame on the site of Benjamin Franklin’s House, Franklin 
Court, Philadelphia.   



 
Figure 8 Space frame for small terrace, John Street, Pyrmont.   

 
Figure 9 Space frame on the site of the Convict Lumberyard, Newcastle.   



 
Figure 10 Surface plaque on the site of Benjamin Franklin’s House, Franklin 

 

 
Figure 11 Reconstructed section of Hadrian’s’ Wall, Wallsend, England.   

 



 
Figure 12 List of people associated with construction of replica Hadrian’s’ 
Wall, Wallsend, England.   

 

 
Figure 13 Reconstructed cottage and windmill, Old Sydney Town, Somesby.   

 



 
Figure 14 Reconstructed slave quarters, Sudley Virginia.   



 

Key Themes 

Key themes for the site include: 

Australian NSW Discussion 

Peopling Australia Convict Site used as convict farm to “Usefully 
employ” convict labour 

“ Ethnic 
influences 

Site associated in early phase with 
“croppies” (Irish rebels).  Local creek line 
may contain example of Irish inspired 
rock carving 

Developing local, 
regional and 

national economies  

Agriculture Site was the centre of the third 
Government Farm till 1811 and from the 
1870s the landscape becomes associated 
with orcharding till the 1960s.   

“ Environment 
Cultural 

landscape 

Most famous image of the site shows a 
landscape in transition from “natural” to 
agricultural 

“ Health Site becomes the first mental asylum in 
Australia 

“ Science Site used for some of the first systematic 
meteorological observations in Sydney 

Educating Education Site used as Church and School ground 
1826+ and contained local school  

Governing Law and Order Barracks building used as 
accommodation for prisoners.  Site also 
included accommodation for overseers 
and soldiers.  Site was initial point for 
1804 insurrection.   

Governing Welfare Site becomes the first mental asylum in 
Australia 

Developing 
Australia’s Cultural 

Life 

Domestic Life Site at most historic stages contains 
domestic structures associated with 
owners and occupiers of land.   

“ Religion Site was part of Church and School lands 
1826+ and Barracks converted to 
Church.   

“ Leisure Site is currently green space and 
recreational space 

Marking the Phases 
of Life  

Persons Site is associated with a variety of 
significant persons, of State and local 
significance, from Convict phase through 
to orcharding phase.    



Key Images 

 
‘View of Castle Hill Government Farm’ (unsigned watercolour). ML PXD379-1 
f.8 

 

 
‘Survey of land at Castle Hill occupied by the Schoolmaster on the 
200 acres of Church & School land at Castle Hill.  Felton Mathew 
1832.   



 
Outline of the Cottage at Castle Hill (School House) plan 
accompanying tender response (SR NSW Col Sec 4/347 pp 266-7 
George Hopkins to Rev. Wilton 23 November 1826 Tender 
application for repairs to Old Asylum for conversion into a place of 
worship. 

 

 
Illustrated Sydney News 16 July 1866. View of Old Asylum. 



 
 

1943 RTA aerial which confirmed the site of the barracks z.   

 

  
Detail of the above with close up of barracks footprint.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Significant Persons 

 

Governor King, established the Government farm (Unknown Artist, 
ML 546) 

 



Mr George Suttor first resident superintendent of the Lunatic 
Asylum (1814-19) was owner of the local farm Chelsea. (ML GPO 1 
– 18042) 

 
Dr William Bland, convict and surgeon, was responsible for the day 
to day running of the asylum 1814-15.  (1845-49 watercolour 
drawing from dag by Goodman 1845 ML P2-250) 



 
Rev. William Branwhite Clarke, minister to the King’s School and 
the Parishes of Castle Hill and Dural (1839-44) was a 19th Century 
polymath whose lasting effects on early Sydney were in 
meteorology and geology rather than theology.  .   

 

 

 

 


