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1.0  Introduction 

1.1  Background 
In December 2007 Godden Mackay Logan Pty Ltd was commissioned by Baulkham Hills Shire Council, 
as subconsultant to Lahz Nimmo Architects Pty Ltd, to prepare an Interpretation Plan for Castle Hill 
Heritage Park.   

The Interpretation Plan has been commissioned as part of the preparation of concept designs for an 
interpretive centre and amenities building.   

The first part of the Interpretation Plan includes the preparation of a strategic overview, which addresses 
interpretation options for the site as a whole.  The strategic overview: 

• provides a context and concepts for identifying a range of ways that the significance of the site may 
be interpreted; 

• assesses and provides guidance on the re-use of remnant fabric associated with Kentwell Cottage 
as part of the range of options for interpretation; 

• identifies themes, key messages and storylines associated with the site; and  

• recommends interpretive media and general interpretive locations that taken into account the 
opportunities and constraints arising from the significance of the site. 

1.2  Study Area 
The site is located in northwestern Sydney in the suburb of Castle Hill.  The park is just over 21 hectares 
in area and is comprised of a valley of undulating land bounded by Old Castle Hill Road, Old Northern 
Road, Gilbert Road and Banks Road.  The valley is characterised by open grassy slopes, stands of 
native regrowth blue gum forest and remnant cultural plantings associated with former non-Aboriginal 
occupation.  As part of the dedication of the site as Castle Hill Heritage Park the land was landscaped, 
paths were established, a playground was constructed, and a picnic area and space for public 
gatherings was created.  Since that time interpretive signage has been erected that tells the story of the 
site from its earliest occupation by the Darug people to the present.    

The park is zoned Open Space 6(a).  It is also a designated Heritage Conservation Area which confirms 
Council’s ongoing intentions with respect to the management of the heritage values of the site.  The site 
is generally surrounded and overlooked by residential development, although twenty-metre landscape 
buffers (including roads) screen and separate the park from surrounding and adjacent residential land.   

Studies undertaken as part of the preparation of the Plan of Management indicated that the park was not 
well known locally or regionally and it was considered to be under-visited.  Since that time the use of the 
park by local residents has increased.  It is largely used by surrounding residents for passive recreation, 
although some visitors and special tours are drawn to the site for its historical associations.    

The Plan of Management identifies that the park has cultural heritage, natural, aesthetic, urban and 
recreational values, and that the cultural heritage values associated with the Third Convict Farm and 
later Lunatic Asylum are potentially of National significance because of the Vinegar Hill connections.   
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The history and heritage values of Castle Hill Heritage Park are documented and analysed in detail in 
the Conservation Management Plan (CMP) prepared by Godden Mackay Logan for Baulkham Hills 
Shire Council in July 2007.   

1.3  Listings  
The Castle Hill Heritage Park is listed on the State Heritage Register (SHR) as ‘The Third Government 
Farm’ site.   

The site is also listed as ‘Old Government Farm (Heritage Park)’ in Schedule 1, Part 3 of the Baulkham 
Hills Local Environmental Plan 2005 as a Heritage Conservation Area.   

The ‘Castle Hill Settlement Site (Heritage Park)’ is also included in the Register of the National Estate 
(RNE). 

1.4  Methodology and Terminology 
This Interpretation Plan (IP) has been prepared in accordance with the standards set by the Heritage 
Interpretation Policy and Guidelines, as endorsed by the Heritage Council of NSW, August 2005.  It is 
also in accordance with recommendations contained in The Burra Charter: The Australia ICOMOS 
Charter for Places of Cultural Significance 1999 (the Burra Charter).   

1.5  Limitations 
This IP relies on the existing body of historical research that was prepared as part of the Castle Hill 
Heritage Park Conservation Management Plan and other primary and secondary source material.  No 
additional original research has been undertaken.  Matthew Kelly, Archaeologist, and Graham Wilson, 
Historian, prepared a history of Castle Hill Heritage Park as part of an initial Historical Archaeological 
Assessment for works planned as part of Stage 1.   

An Aboriginal history of the area has not been prepared, nor has additional research been undertaken 
as part of the preparation of this IP.  This layer of the present park’s history is under researched and 
interpreted.  A separate study focused on the Aboriginal History of Baulkham Hills Shire should be 
commissioned.   

1.6  Acknowledgements 
Godden Mackay Logan gratefully acknowledges assistance of the following people in the preparation of 
this report. 

• Andrew Nimmo, Director, Anja Michelzahn, Associate Director, of Lahz Nimmo Architects; 

• Michael Spackman and Michael Wright of Spackman and Mossop;   

• David Ransom, Project Manager and Manager, Parks and Recreation, Baulkham Hills Shire 
Council; 

• Hans Smit, Baulkham Hills Shire Council; 

• Stephen Gapps, Historica; 

• members of the Castle Hill Heritage Park Management Committee; and  

• members of the local community who participated in consultation. 
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above. 

1.7  Author Identification 
The Godden Mackay Logan staff involved in this report were: 

• Sharon Veale, Senior Consultant and Project Manager, who was the principal author; and 

• Sheridan Burke, Partner, who participated in community consultation, reviewed the report and 
provided strategic input. 
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interpretation of the historical archaeological resource of Castle Hill Heritage Park and prepared the 
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Figure 1.1  Location of the Castle Hill Heritage Park in its regional context. 

 

Figure 1.2  Location of the Castle Hill Heritage Park in its local context. 
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2.0  Application of Interpretation (Why Interpret?) 

2.1  Interpretation as a Conservation Process 
Interpretation is an essential part of the heritage conservation process.  As important as authentic 
restoration and regular maintenance, the active interpretation of heritage places supports community 
recognition and understanding of a site’s values and significance. 

In recent years, the importance of integrating interpretation in the conservation process has been 
highlighted.  This trend is confirmed in the recent revisions to The Burra Charter: The Australia ICOMOS 
Charter for Places of Cultural Significance 1999 (the Burra Charter), which states: 

interpretation means all the ways of presenting the cultural significance of the place.  Interpretation may be a 
combination of the treatment of the fabric (eg maintenance, restoration, reconstruction), the use of and activities at 
the place, and the use of introduced explanatory material.  (Article 1.17) 

Article 24.1 of the Burra Charter goes on to state: 

Significant associations between people and a place should be respected, retained and not obscured.  
Opportunities for the interpretation, commemoration and celebration of these associations should be investigated 
and implemented. 

The Charter notes that ‘for many places, associations will be linked to use’.  Article 25 continues:  

The cultural significance of many places is not readily apparent, and should be explained by interpretation.  
Interpretation should enhance understanding and enjoyment and be culturally appropriate. 

In 2004, the NSW Heritage Office prepared materials to encourage good practice in the interpretation of 
heritage items across New South Wales.  This Interpretation Plan has been prepared in accordance with 
the standards set by the Heritage Interpretation Policy and Guidelines, as endorsed by the Heritage 
Council of NSW, August 2005.   

2.1.1  Benefits of Interpretation for this Project/Interpretation Engages Communities 

Interpretation at Castle Hill Heritage Park will provide opportunities for people to experience the living 
history of the park, to bring the past to life in interesting and exciting ways that make learning fun for the 
whole family.   

Castle Hill Heritage Park reflects a local community’s commitment to conserving history and heritage.  It 
is largely through the continuing efforts of local people over many years that the park was established 
and protected.  Interpreting the heritage significance of the park to include its evolution and change 
through time and its natural and cultural heritage values is vital.  A program of interpretation that is based 
on bringing the park’s history to life through family-based events and activities and providing a number of 
web based educational resources will engage the community—including residents, school children, 
tenants and other stakeholders—in heritage management by being informed, consulted and given the 
opportunity to participate. 

Effective interpretation will foster an understanding and awareness of heritage and will result in interest 
and support from the community.  Community support will build interest and visitation that will, in turn, 
result in accessible interpretation for heritage places, and a responsibility for the ongoing management of 
heritage.   
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Interpretation which engages communities and new audiences in heritage acts as a catalyst for the 
‘virtuous cycle’, ultimately promoting a sustainable future for heritage and its enjoyment by present and 
future communities.  The adaptation of the ‘virtuous circle’ concept from economic theory to heritage 
conservation is a useful tool for interpretation planning.1 

 

Figure 2.1  The ‘virtuous circle’ has been adapted from economic theory and applied to heritage conservation.  

2.2  Principles 
The approach taken in the development of Castle Hill Interpretation Plan encompasses the following key 
principles: 

• engage people associated with the heritage of the study area, as well as interested people from the 
wider community; 

• understand the context of the site and its relationship to other places within the Hills District and, 
more broadly, to make connections; 

• involve people with skills and experience in heritage interpretation; 

• ensure all research is thorough and that accumulated materials are publicly available at the 
completion of the project; 

• focus interpretation on the site’s significance and values, and from them develop themes and 
stories; 

• investigate current users and potential audiences; 

• ensure that recommendations and interpretive devices have potential to engage and provoke public 
interest; 

• ensure that recommendations and interpretive devices are accessible, adaptable and compatible 
with the character of the places in which they are sited; 
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• ensure that recommendations and interpretive devices are integrated with conservation and 
planning; and  

• ensure that recommendations and interpretive devices are sustainable into the future by providing 
for maintenance, evaluation and review. 

2.3  Associated People 
There are several distinct groups of people with an interest in the site. 

2.3.1  Castle Hill Heritage Park Management Committee (355 Committee) 

The 355 Committee are a key group of people with a strong interest in the site.  The group was formed 
in 2000 when the Castle Hill Historic Site Community Committee (HSCC) merged with the Baulkham 
Hills Shire Council Castle Hill Heritage Park 355 Committee.  The Committee have been and continue to 
be one of the key driving forces behind the creation, recognition and presentation of Castle Hill Heritage 
Park to date.    

Over their long period of involvement in the establishment and management of the park the Committee 
has developed an ambitious vision for the history, heritage and interpretation of the park.  In August 
2007 the Committee prepared a submission to Baulkham Hills Shire Council regarding the interpretation 
of the park which they referred to as Castle Hill’s National Historic Site.  One of the Committee’s main 
objectives is to realise a multipurpose interpretive centre of national importance on the site.    

2.3.2  Residents of Castle Hill  

All permanent residents of Castle Hill may have associations with the park and may have an interest in 
plans for interpreting its heritage.  Many current and former residents may have information that will 
inform the interpretation. 

2.3.3  Aboriginal People  

While the interpretation of Aboriginal cultural heritage is not part of this commission we have identified a 
number of Aboriginal organisations that may have an interest in the Castle Hill Heritage Park.  Some are 
listed below:  

• Darug Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessments; 

• Darug Land Observations; 

• Darug Custodian Aboriginal Corporation; 

• Darug Tribal Aboriginal Corporation; 

• Deerubbin LALC; and  

• Northwest Aboriginal Development Association. 

There may be some, as yet unidentified, Aboriginal people that are not connected to the organisations 
listed above that may have links with the site.  For example, the Aboriginal Resource Centre and 
Bidjiwong Community Nursery in Ted Horwood Reserve would be an important association to establish 
with the park.  Developing a partnership for the interpretation of the Aboriginal history and heritage of the 



 

Castle Hill Heritage Park—Interpretation Plan, Stage 1 Strategic Overview—Draft Report, July 2008 8 

park, including the plants, animals and other natural resources that Aboriginal people managed and 
used, will be an important feature of future interpretation planning for the park.    

2.3.4  Family Associations 

There are many people who have a strong attachment to Castle Hill Heritage Park because they lived or 
had relatives that lived or worked in the area in the past.  Former occupants of properties now within the 
park boundaries are important stakeholders and can contribute much information about life in the past.  
They will have memories of day-to-day life on the land and their stories are a valuable part of the 
interpretation of the recent past. 

2.3.5  Cultural Associations 

Another distinct group is characterised as people with personal knowledge or experience of Castle Hill 
Heritage Park.  They may include people associated with the history of the park, especially those 
individuals who have lobbied over years to have the site recognised and protected for its association 
with the 1804 Castle Hill Rebellion.   Other people with cultural associations may include people who 
have participated in re-enactment activities such as was held to commemorate the 200th anniversary of 
the Irish uprising in 1804. 

2.3.6  Public Agencies 

Several public agencies have an interest in the study area and in the current project.  They include: 
Baulkham Hills Shire Council; NSW Heritage Council; the National Trust; and the Federal Government 
Department of Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts. 

2.4  Audience 
The heritage values of Castle Hill Heritage Park are not well known to the residents of Castle Hill, 
Sydney, or New South Wales, nor to the wider community of Australia, or visitors from overseas.   

2.4.1  Known Visitor Data 

Little is known about current visitation to the park.  Anecdotal evidence suggests that visitation is 
increasing, although the park is not broadly known within the Hills District.  Given recent residential 
development in areas adjacent to and surrounding the park, it is likely that visitation has increased.  At 
the time of writing additional residential development was proposed adjacent to the carpark entry to the 
park.  Visitation is expected to continue to increase.    

Popular activities observed during a site visit in February 2008 included walking, walking the dog, 
jogging and cycling.   

As part of the preparation of the Plan of Management for the Heritage Park an analysis of the community 
and its needs was undertaken.  A demographic analysis found that the park was not well used by the 
community, with a significant majority of the public not knowing of the park’s existence or that the area of 
land was publicly accessible.2  

Recent census data for the Baulkham Hills Shire is useful for helping to understand the potential 
audience for the park.  The population of the Shire is around 160,000.  The median age of residents in 
the Shire is 35 and the majority of working age people are employed and live in single detached 
dwellings.  Over 60 per cent of the resident population are couples with children.  Just over 25 per cent 
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of the population are children under the age of 17.  A little over 27 per cent of the population of the Shire 
were born overseas.3 

2.4.2  Interpreting to Known Audiences  

Accessible interpretation of the values will ensure the place is appreciated by the widest community.  
Interpretation is most successful when it is targeted specifically to audience needs in terms of 
orientation, information and personal safety, and when it responds to known audience behaviour.   

A range of different heritage interpretation devices will be installed over time at Castle Hill.  They will be 
designed to attract, engage and inform the variety of audiences that visit the precinct to provoke their 
understanding of the multi-layered stories of Castle Hill and encourage positive actions for heritage 
conservation into the future.   

2.4.3  Audience Segments 

In order to cater for the wide range of visitors to Castle Hill, an attempt is made below to identify 
audience sectors defined by their motivation and other factors, including English language skills and 
ability/agility.   

Tourists—can be characterised as people who visit Castle Hill Heritage Park for recreation.  They have 
made an active choice to visit the precinct in their leisure time.  Tourists are visitors to the greater city of 
Sydney—either from interstate or overseas—and therefore usually have a finite amount of time and will 
probably only visit once.  This is distinct from the local market who see Castle Hill Heritage Park as part 
of their home town and have the opportunity for many return visits.   

Cultural tourists4—enjoy experiencing the specific cultural aspects of a destination.  They actively 
seek out the places where they can experience the culture of a local population.  Their activities 
include visiting museums, art galleries and historic precincts.  Many cultural tourists are of middle-to-
older age, educated people with adequate leisure time.  However, many family groups may visit 
because Castle Hill Heritage Park is known to have a historic importance, there is no entry fee and 
the area is easily accessible to families.  Family groups can be small or large and of mixed ages, from 
old to very young.  They can also have a mix of language skills and be restricted by limited mobility for 
a variety of reasons.  Their visits are deliberately planned and they arrive with an expectation to 
engage in various activities.  They expect high quality, on-site, static or guided interpretation and will 
happily engage with interpretation if it is well designed, attractive, informative and provocative. 

Entertainment tourists—are people visiting Castle Hill because there is food or entertainment and 
may be characterised as relaxed and open to new experiences.  While they might be rushing to meet 
friends, they may also make opportunities to stroll in the precinct and soak up the atmosphere.  This 
audience will mainly comprise adults of working age, but will often include older people.    They may 
be local, from overseas, interstate or rural New South Wales, and may not be English speakers.  This 
audience may stop to notice interpretive devices and may linger to take them in.  A layered approach 
to interpretation will appeal to this visitor group—a variety of devices may engage and stimulate them 
to explore the stories and return later with family and friends to find out more. 

Local consumers—are the key target audience for the park.  There are several primary reasons for 
this: these are the people who can potentially make consistent return visits and become a dependable 
and consistent visiting group; and tourists go where the locals go—and with world events drastically 
affecting international tourism the international market should not be relied on for consistent visitation.  
The draw card for this market segment is to provide an enjoyable and unique experience.  The history 
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and heritage of the park gives it a special quality.  It also needs to be a place that people want to visit 
because it is an interesting and enjoyable day out. 

Residents—many residents and people living in adjacent areas have made an active choice to live in 
the area.  The choice may have been made for a variety of reasons, while some will be living at Castle 
Hill because it is where they grew up and where their parents grew up.   

Long-term residents—have dwelt in the area for many years; they are likely to have long association 
with and deep knowledge of the area.   

Recently arrived residents—may have chosen to rent or purchase residential property in Baulkham 
Hills because of its locality and characteristics.  Their disposable incomes will range from high to low.  
They may spend time in and around the public domain for exercise, entertainment and meals. 

Permanent residents—are likely to be in a hurry as they move between home and destinations 
elsewhere and, while they might occasionally stop to look at an item of interest, they are unlikely to 
engage deeply in heritage interpretation.  For this audience, it will be enough for them to catch the 
main theme incorporated in the interpretation, which will provide a glimpse of the site’s significance 
and story.  Residents are likely to be interested in the history of their locality; however, if they use 
routes regularly, interpretive devices will be ignored after only a short time.  When passing interpretive 
devices with family and friends, they may point out and discuss the images, artefacts and stories, and 
become involved in events.   

Baulkham Hills Shire Council Staff—a vitally important segment because if the Council’s staff, 
particularly those responsible for parks and heritage, do not know how unique the area is then they can 
not be effective in heralding that to visitors. 

School education and learning—while many children and young people will visit with families, there 
are several specific education reasons that will bring them to Castle Hill Heritage Park in large groups.  
The Hills District has more than 50 primary schools and almost 30 secondary schools in both the public 
and private sectors.  Other educational facilities include Baulkham Hills TAFE and the Hills District Day 
and Evening College.  A number of campuses representing leading New South Wales universities are 
also situated in close proximity to the Shire.5 

The park could be an inspirational learning environment representing many aspects of history, including 
colonisation, conflict, suppression, migration, mental illness, religion, the natural environment and many 
other topics. 

Primary school groups—groups of children aged 4–12 could take advantage of the potential wide 
range of curriculum-based activities and those offered by the Environmental Education Centres. 

Secondary school groups—groups of young people aged 12–18 can take advantage of the wide 
range of curriculum-based activities available and delivered by the Environmental Education Centres 
in the Baulkham Hills Area. 

Tertiary students—groups of young people aged 17 and over can take advantage of the wide range 
of learning opportunities available at Castle Hill Heritage Park.   

ESL students—many young people from overseas, temporary visitors to Sydney, come to learn and 
develop their skills in English. 
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University of the Third Age—and other similar organisations, run educational excursions for older 
learners.   

2.5  Approach 
In developing the brief for this project, GML identified a staged approach to the work.  

Recommendations from the draft Interpretation Policy and Guidelines of the NSW Heritage Office, 
adopted November 2004, were included in the approach to this project by: 

1. developing interpretive initiatives within a thematic framework; and  

2. identifying potential and known audiences at the outset. 

The project is structured to include a strategic overview phase, followed by consultation that will identify 
a number of options for future development, in close collaboration with the Baulkham Hills Shire Council. 

The approach to developing the Castle Hill Heritage Park Interpretation Plan is thus in two stages, with 
two public consultation/workshops with the community and additional consultation with Baulkham Hills 
Shire Council and key stakeholders such as the Castle Hill Heritage Park Management Committee. 

Stage 1: Strategic Overview (February–June 2008) 

The start-up meeting (1) involved all of the project team and most of the consultancy team.  It focused 
on facilitating a unified approach to the project. 

The audience assessment was undertaken using existing data, to identify and define visitor segments, 
working directly with the Baulkham Hills Shire Council. 

The documentation review was undertaken at the outset of the project and included historic material, 
as well as marketing, tour and event programming. 

The key historic themes were identified to ensure that the potential interpretation will deliver the most 
important messages about Castle Hill Heritage Park. 

The education program review appraised existing community and school activities provided by the 
Baulkham Hills Shire Council.  The website review identified the capabilities of the Baulkham Hills Shire 
Council website and assessed their capacity to provide creative virtual experiences and evocative 
interpretation of Castle Hill Heritage Park. 

The existing interpretive media was documented, collated and located on a database and map.  It 
provides a comprehensive inventory of the current interpretive installations at Castle Hill Heritage Park. 

A site analysis of Castle Hill Heritage Park was undertaken to indicate opportunities and constraints for 
interpretation in the precinct.   

Potential interpretive initiatives were identified and will be presented at a Community Workshop 
involving most of the Baulkham Hills Shire Council project team and most of the consultancy team. 

This report documents the research undertaken in the first stage of the project.  It also includes minutes 
and notes from the meetings and workshops, as required by the brief. 
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Interpretation Plan: Stage 1—Strategic Overview 

Introduction 

Context of Report, Location of Study Area, Relevant Heritage Listings, Project Limitations, 
Acknowledgements, Authors, Site Plans, Approach/Methodology 

 

Application of Interpretation—Why interpret? 

Interpretation as a Conservation Process 
Interpretation Principles: Place, Audience, Client, Community Collaboration 

 

History Overview and Significance—What’s the story? 

Research and Analysis of Place and its Context 
The Significance of the Place 

Identification of Commonwealth, State and Local Historic Themes for the Place 

 

Site Inventory—What do we know? 

Description: Buildings, Public Domain and Cultural Landscape 
Existing Interpretation and Pre-visit Information 
Arrival/Exit, Site Circulation, Existing Wayfinding 

Connections to Associated People 
Connections to Other Places, Events, Items 

Existing and Target/Potential Visitation 
Interpretive Resources 

 

Interpretation Policy Development—Where are we headed? 

Interpretation Opportunities to Sustain the Significance, Character and Authenticity of the Place 
Constraints arising from Significance of Place 

Identify the Audiences 
Learning and Curricula Links 

Interpretation Policy and Objectives: to provoke, stimulate and engage the audience 
 

Draft Interpretation Strategy—What’s proposed? 

Interpretation Aims 
Key Historic Messages and other Key Messages 

Interpretive Media and Locations 
Collections Management Issues 

Development and Implementation Tasks and Responsibilities 
Stakeholder/Client Review 
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Interpretation Plan: Stage 2—Content Development 
Development of Content, Materials and Media 

Review Client/Stakeholder/Community Comments on Strategic Overview 
Integrate Interpretation into Ongoing Conservation Planning Process 

Develop Interpretive Media 
Develop Interpretive Stories 

Key Texts and Illustrations (consider copyright and approvals) 
Design/Production/Fabrication/Construction Overview 

Staged Summary of Activities, Installation Tasks, Timing and Responsibilities 
Recommendations for Maintenance 

Recommendations for Review 

 

Interpretation Plan: Stage 3—Implementation 
Implementation of Interpretation Plan 

Review Client/Stakeholder/Community comments on Content 
Detailed Design of Interpretive Media 

Evaluation of Interpretive Media 
Image Use or Copyright Clearances 

Production of Interpretive Media 
Installation of Interpretive Media 

Finalise Maintenance Plan 
Finalise Review Plan 

Figure 2.1  Interpretation methodology for Castle Hill Heritage Park. 
 

2.6  Endnotes 
 

1  English Heritage 2004. 
2  Castle Hill Heritage Park Plan of Management, Volume One, Executive Summary.  
3  Baulkham Hills Shire Online Demographic Information, <http://www.baulkhamhills.nsw.gov.au/Online-Demographic-

Information.html> accessed on 12 May 2008. 
4  Australian Heritage Commission and CRC for Sustainable Tourism 2001, Successful Tourism at Heritage Places. 
5  Baulkham Hills Shire Online Demographic Information, <http://www.baulkhamhills.nsw.gov.au/content.aspx?PageID=221> 

accessed on 12 May 2008. 
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3.0  History Overview and Significance (What’s the Story?) 

3.1  Introduction  
This section of the Interpretation Plan presents the layers and historical phases of the Castle Hill 
Heritage Park.  It is largely drawn from readily available secondary sources and existing primary 
historical research for the park including the Site History from the Castle Hill Heritage Park Conservation 
Management Plan, July 2007 (Appendix B), prepared by Matthew Kelly, Senior Consultant 
Archaeologist, and Graham Wilson, Archaeologist and Historian, of Archaeological & Heritage 
Management Solutions. 

3.2  The Story of the Site 

3.2.1  Mogoaillee—‘Place of stone hatchets’ 

Before the ghostly strangers aboard the British First Fleet stepped ashore in 1788, Sydney was 
inhabited by a diverse community of Aboriginal people who had lived here for thousands of years.  Much 
of the Sydney area was inhabited by the Darug language group, which comprised a number of smaller 
groups or bands.  The name of the local Aboriginal group or ‘band’ who inhabited the area around 
present day Castle Hill were recorded as the ‘Bid-ee-gàl’ by Lieutentant Captain of the Marines, Watkin 
Tench (1758–1833).1  Other early observations of the ‘Be-dia-gal’ by David Collins and ‘Bijigal’ by 
Captain John Hunter (1737–1821) also survive. 

The Bidjigal people spoke the inland dialect of Darug and would have known their country intimately, 
naming important places—the rivers, creeks, valleys, mountains and resource areas—in their language.  
The Darug name for Castle Hill is Mogoaillee.  ‘Mogo’ means stone hatchet, and ‘aillee’ is possibly 
possessive meaning, perhaps ‘place of stone hachets’.2 

The Bidjigal people lived from the land—it was their spirit, their identity and sustenance.  They utilised a 
diversity of plants and animals for food and medical purposes.  They used the land’s raw materials to 
create fire and to fashion tools, weapons, receptacles, and ornaments for their bodies and shelters.  
Within their country the Bidjigal would have moved frequently to exploit different food resources and 
localities when seasonally abundant.  Describing the inland people, David Collins observed in 1798: 

The woods, exclusive of the animals which they occasionally find in their neighbourhood, afford them but little 
sustenance; a few berries, the yam and fern-root, the flowers of the different banksia, and at times some honey … 

The natives who live in the woods and on the margins of the rivers are compelled to seek a different subsistence, 
and are driven to a harder existence.3  

One of the best known members of the Bidjigal people is the Aboriginal resistance fighter, Pemulwuy 
(c1750–1802) (see Figure 3.1).  His name comes from the Darug (Dharug) word ‘pemul’, meaning earth 
(also spelt as Pemulwhy, Pemulwoy and variously recorded by British settlers as Bimblewove and 
Bumbleway etc).  Pemulwuy was born near Botany Bay, on the northern side of the Georges River, New 
South Wales.  In December 1790 Pemulwuy speared Governor Phillip's gamekeeper, John McIntyre, 
who later died of the wound.  The spear was barbed with small pieces of red stone, confirming that 
Pemulwuy belonged to one of the 'woods tribes' or Bediagal (Bidjigal) clan.  Pemulwuy led several 
confrontations with the New South Wales Corps, including the sacking of the Lane Cove settlement and 
the capture of Parramatta.  This led to Governor Philip Gidley King outlawing Pemulwuy in November 
1801 and a reward being offered for his death or capture.  In 1802 Pemulwuy was shot.  He was 
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recorded as ‘a a brave and independent character’ by Botanist, Sir Joseph Banks.  Pemulwuy's son 
Tedbury continued the resistance until he himself was killed in 1810. 

3.2.2  First Forays  

The precise date of the British first visiting the Castle Hill area is not known, although Governor Arthur 
Phillip was made aware of the location sometime prior to December 1792.  By this time the first 
government farm had been established at Toongabbie and Phillip had intended to set up a second farm 
at ‘Pendant Hills’ in the Dundas District.  It was to become Castle Hill Government Farm.   

By 1799 the settlement frontier was in close proximity to the present day Castle Hill Heritage Park and 
undoubtedly there would have been opportunities for forays into the area.   

3.2.3  Government Farm—‘Soil being of the best and most productive kind’ 

With the arrival of Governor King in 1800 came changes to land administration and disregard for many 
of the previous governor’s plans.  King had ambition and plans.  Governor Hunter’s farm at Portland  
Place (Merrylands West) languished whilst King commenced work at Castle Hill.  By 1801 King advised 
the home government that he was aware of the public investment in land clearing and had taken steps 
to reserve land for government purposes.  He subsequently advised that he had 50 men dedicated to 
clearing land at Castle Hill, where he explained the soil was ‘of the best and most productive kind’.  The 
Crown had reserved 34,539 acres for cattle and grain growing.4   

An influx of Irish political prisoners and free settlers late in 1801 changed the social caste of the Castle 
Hill farm.  James Blackman, a free settler, was appointed to supervise the labouring convicts at the 
isolated agricultural farm.  Blackman was granted 100 acres south of the main farm complex.  His grant 
was never registered, however, and Blackman took up land at the favoured Mulgrave Place instead.   

By June 1802 Governor King reported: 

I have begun a new settlement eight miles to the northward of Parramatta, which is doing extremely well.  The 
country and soil is well adapted for cultivation and grazing, and extends equally good as far as the Hawkesbury.  
Our herds of tame cattle are increasing so fast that we are obliged to be constantly erect new stock yards.  This 
species of stock thrive wonderfully well.5   

The farm was a hive of activity with hundreds of men clearing and working erecting structures.  Wheat 
and maize were the main crops in production.  Convicts were encouraged to grow vegetables and 
potatoes and cabbages.  When naturalist and explorer, François Péron, (see Figure 3.4) visited the farm 
in 1802 he described it in the following terms: 

Of all the establishments in NSW Castle Hill is the most recent: at the time I was there it was scarcely three years 
old.  The infant town then only consisted of a dozen houses; but already there were to be distinguished on the 
neighbouring hills vast tracts of cultivated land, while several handsome farms were settled in the valleys.  Six 
hundred convicts were continually employed in felling trees to open roads through the forests, and in twenty 
quarters might be seen rising immense flames of flame and smoke produced by the burning of new concessions.6 

A watercolour titled The View of Castle Hill—Government Farm, is an informative visual representation 
of the landscape.  It shows how convict labour had transformed the Bidjigal’s wooded land to a cleared 
cultivated landscape (see Figure 3.2).  A number of buildings are also shown including a barn, store, mill 
house, stock hut, superintendent’s cottage, several huts for the convicts, a sentry box and a barracks 
constructed in 1801 (also variously referred to as a garnary, asylum).  By 1803 Governor King reported 
that 300 acres had been cleared.7   
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3.2.4  Fleeing Fugitives—‘Acts of violence and atrocity’8 

The watercolour, despite illustrating the obvious signs of civilization, shows no human presence in the 
landscape.  The emptiness arouses a sense of uncertain calm—of foreboding.  In February 1803, the 
civil tranquillity was ruptured when 13 convicts fled the farm and raided the farms of other settlers in the 
district.  At the first farm house they rampaged, clothes, provisions, liqueur, firearms and ammunition 
were stolen.  The men’s fear and aggression was palpable.  Servant and convicted pickpocket, Mary 
Turley, would later testify they said: ‘fire it down her throat if she says a word’.9 

At Thomas Bradley’s farm in Baulkham Hills they shot a male servant in the face.   At James Bean’s 
farm house they brutally raped.  As the Sydney Gazette reported: 

Their rapacity was unbridled.  Numerous other delinquencies were perpetrated by this licentious banditti, whose 
ravages, however, could not long escape the certain tread of justice.10  

The rebel group split but Patrick Gannon and Francis Simpson, two of the ringleaders, were caught two 
days after their initial escape by a party of soldiers that had been sent out in pursuit of them.  Soon after 
the remaining men, excluding one, were captured between the Hawkesbury River and the Blue 
Mountains because Aboriginal people had informed soldiers of the men’s whereabouts.  The banditti 
were comprised entirely of Irish prisoners.  When the fugitives were trialled Patrick Gannon, Patrick 
McDemott and Francis Simpson were found guilty and sentenced to death by execution.  It was hoped 
that the men’s public punishment would be a salient, if morbid, reminder that: 

their ridiculous plans of leaving public labour to go into the Mountains, to China, &c can only end in their immediate 
detection and punishment; and that whey will take warning form the fate of the unhappy men who have this day 
expiated with their lives the atrocious and vile crimes they committed.11 

A solemn procession left the watch house at Parramatta for Castle Hill on 23 March 1803.  The journey 
was of about 8 miles.  What the men said or where thinking during that ominous walk we will never 
know.  On arrival they were met by Reverend Marsden, a detachment of soldiers and a flood of 
spectators at a respectful distance.   At literally the 11th hour McDermott was surprisingly reprieved.  The 
other two were hung from the ‘fatal tree’ not far from the spot where they had committed their crimes.12 
(see Figure 3.3). 

3.2.5  A Convict Barracks 

In June 1803 Governor King reported that a two-storey stone barracks was under construction at Castle 
Hill and a number of convicts were labouring as stone cutters and layers.  The building is the first convict 
built barracks building in the colony (see Figure 3.9).  At other convict settlements, such as Norfolk 
Island, Toongabbie and Parramatta, convicts were typically accommodated in huts.  Perhaps the threat 
of riotous and disorderly behaviour compelled the government to favour a form that provided greater 
surveillance and scrutiny.   

The erection of stone buildings combined with a marked increase in the area under cultivation seemed 
to suggest confidence and permanence.  As King proudly reported in March 1804: ‘there are now 700 
acres of good ground clear, and durable stone buildings erected on it’.13 

3.2.6  Irish Outrage and Insurrection  

In March 1804 the productive agrarian ideal was violently erupted when Irish political exiles rioted.  They 
set fire to a house at the Castle Hill farm before plundering, attacking and robbing settlers in surrounding 
districts of their belongings and firearms.  The cries of ‘Liberty or Death’ shot cold fear through the night 
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sky as the rebellious men headed towards the Hawkesbury via Constitution Hill and Toongabbie.  The 
government reacted swiftly to the outrage declaring a State of Rebellion in the districts of Parramatta, 
Castle Hill, Toongabbie, Prospect, Baulkham Hills and in the Hawkesbury and the Nepean.  The 
insurgents were publicly implored to give themselves up, or risk the most exemplary punishment.   

Phillip Cunningham, the overseer of stonemasons, was one of the ringleaders who, with other prisoners, 
broke into and raided the stores at Castle Hill, stealing firearms and ammunition.   The insurgents 
formed themselves into smaller groups and invaded surrounding properties, entreating other convicts to 
join their cause.   

The insurgency did not last and within 24 hours either the men had given themselves up or had been 
captured.  The majority escaped grave punishment and were merely reprimanded and returned to 
labour.  Ten men were earmarked as the ringleaders.  Eight of that number was executed, while two 
were reprieved.  Others were flogged and still others were put in chain gangs to await their fate.  On 9 
March 1804 William Johnston, John Neale and George Harrington were hung in chains at Castle Hill 
(see Figure 3.4).   

3.2.7  Last Crops at Castle Hill—‘Cutting down and gathered in’ 

The ensuing years of the convict farm at Castle Hill passed without noteworthy incident.   Governor 
King’s term in office finished in 1806, by which time convicts numbered only 177.  The barn was adapted 
to store provisions and several of the buildings were in need of repairs.  Even the crops looked tired and 
worn, having been subjected to pests and disease.  King’s successor, Governor Bligh, valued 
agricultural production but sought to reduce the government’s role by expanding private enterprise.  
Some repairs were reported during Bligh’s term, including to the stone granary and new granary or barn, 
but the decline at Castle Hill continued.14  By 1809 only 100 acres were productive.   

When, in 1810, Governor Macquarie inspected the farm at Castle Hill in its entirety, he noted that crops 
of wheat were ripe and ready for harvesting.  The following day he issued instructions for what would be 
the last crops at Castle Hill, including 6–8 acres of potatoes and 300–400 acres of wheat.  During the 
following year the remaining convicts at Castle Hill were transferred to the farms of local settlers as 
directed by the farm superintendent.   

3.2.8  The Lunatic Asylum 1811–1826—‘An unhappy condition’ 

Early in 1811 it was proposed that the buildings at Castle Hill be converted for use as a lunatic asylum.  
Macquarie endorsed the idea and issued instructions for necessary works to be undertaken, which 
included the fencing of a garden area near the granary with redundant timber boards from the wooden 
barracks to provide an area for patients to walk in.   

Initially six patients were transferred from the Parramatta goal and placed under the care of keeper 
Partick Cullen.  He was assisted by a female cook.  There was no resident medical presence but the 
asylum was visited by doctors from Windsor or Paramatta.  Macquarie had appointed Reverend Samuel 
Marsden to supervise administration of the asylum; however, by 1814 Marsden had resigned and 
George Suttor, who owned nearby Chelsea Farm, became the resident superintendent and medical 
officer.  He was to be assisted by convict Dr William Bland, a surgeon (see Figure 3.10).  Both men 
resided on site.  George Suttor had no formal qualifications for the job, though Macquarie issued him 
with a set of instructions to assist in the supervision of the ‘lunatics’.   

You will see that they wash their hands and faces every morning and that they shave and put on clean linen every 
week, namely on Sundays and Thursdays. 
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You are not to allow ….  Any unnecessary severity towards the lunatics but see that they are at all times treated 
with mildness, kindness and humanity.   

With a view to promote the health as well as comfort of the Lunatics, you are to get a good garden into cultivation as 
soon as possible at Castle Hill, in order that they may be furnished with a constant supply of vegetables, particularly 
potatoes and cabbages. 

Under Marsden’s supervision the asylum had been neglected, medical supplies had been run down and 
the buildings were in a state of disrepair.  Windows were broken and inmates were readily able to 
escape.15  Following a Court of Inquiry, that was unresolved, both Suttor and Bland were dismissed by 
Macquarie early in 1819.  Despite new staff the building didn’t provide adequate accommodation for the 
inmates.  In subsequent years other problems beset the asylum, including illicit sexual relations between 
inmates and their keepers.  By 1821 the closure had been mooted.   

In 1825 the patients at Castle Hill were transferred to Liverpool Court House.  In September the facilities 
at Castle Hill were ‘highly unfit, in every point’.16  There was no reliable water source and patients were 
too far from medical assistance.  There were 27 men and eight women being tended to by one keeper at 
the time.   

3.2.9  Preaching and Teaching  

By 1826 a new phase of use was about to unfold.  Tenders were issued for the conversion of the ‘Old 
Asylum’ at Castle Hill to a place of worship.  An extensive range of building works were proposed 
including: a new roof and shingles; stepladder and hand rail; replacing floors; erecting partitions; door 
locks and hinges; sash windows hung, primed and glazed; and white washing and plastering.17 

Repairs and alterations to the former surgeon’s cottage on site were also proposed.  The cottage was 
intended to be used as a school house.   

In May 1828 the land formally transferred to the Corporation of the Trustees of the Clergy and School 
Lands, who had expressed interest in the site in May 1826 and issued the tenders for works.   To derive 
an income the Corporation was keen to lease parts of the property but there was little interest (see 
Figures 3.7 and 3.8).   

The condition of the barracks building had become cause for concern in 1832 and Bishop Broughton 
suggested that its state of repair was so dire that it was not fit to be occupied.18  Yet the building 
continued to be used until 1866 when it was demolished.  The stone was kept and re-used at the 
Anglican church parsonage building that is situated on the corner of Old Northern Road and Parsonage 
Road.   

3.2.10  Fruits and Farms of our Labour 

For almost 100 years the land at Castle Hill was used for agricultural production.  There were market 
gardens, orchards, a piggery and small farms that included a mushroom farm, turkeys, sheep and 
horses.   

In 1870 the former glebe was released for sale by auction.  Many of the purchasers were people that 
were descendants from some of the first settlers in the area and were either farmers or orchardists.  
James Taylor Benn, an orchardist, was one of the first people to purchase the former glebe land in 1895 
(see Figure 3.11).  Much of the remaining area was purchased by James Purser.  By the 1930s and 
1940s the land was used for grazing and the western section was planted with orchards (see Figure 
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3.12).  By 1961, the area under fruit trees had diminished due to the decline in profitability in the industry.  
The area was subdivided into smaller allotments and a number of small homes were constructed. 

Within the park there are a number of features dating from this phase of use including a dog track, a 
brick well, post and rail fencing, a dam, terraced stone walls, the remnants of a domestic garden and a 
bridge and causeway.   

3.2.11  A Community Campaigns 

The Hills District Historical Society actively campaigned for the recognition and formal protection of the 
site during the late 1960s.  In 1975 this was achieved when the Federal Government formally set aside 
the site for preservation as a historic site.  The site was including on the Register of the National Estate 
in 1979.   By 1989 about 20 hectares of the site were transferred to the NSW Government with the 
understanding that the land would be managed by Baulkham Hills Shire Council as managerial trustees, 
who would lead the conservation and interpretation of the site as a national historical reserve.  The local 
Rotary Club took an interest in the site and in 1887 Board members championed the idea of establishing 
a combined exhibition and education centre on site.  Two years later the club established the Silver 
Anniversary Project to raise funds for the project.  A public appeal for funding was launched by the NSW 
Premier Nick Greiner and a cheque for $10,000 was presented to the Mayor at a formal 25th Rotary 
Anniversary dinner.  In 1990 the Rotary Club set up the Caste Hill Heritage Park Committee in order to 
progress the project.   

The park’s boundaries were agreed to by 1997 and an area of nearly 18 hectares was formally vested in 
the Baulkham Hills Shire Council.  Responding to public pressure, an additional area of land was 
acquired by Council in 2001 for $2.2 million.  A Plan of Management prepared by Spackman and 
Mossop was adopted by Baulkham Hills Shire Council 2000.  In 2001 the park was included on the 
NSW Heritage List.   

The park was officially opened with much fanfare by the Governor of NSW, Marie Bashir, on 4 March 
2004, 200 years after the Rebellion.   

3.2.12  History Beneath your Feet 

Considerable research has been undertaken over many years by local historians, heritage enthusiasts 
and archaeologists.  Archaeological research and investigation is an important part of the history of 
Castle Hill Heritage Park and has played a valuable role in developing the historical understanding of the 
site.  Since the first archaeological investigation in 1980 by the late Judy Birmingham for the Heritage 
Council of New South Wales a number of consultant archaeologists have undertaken work on the site, 
helping to build up a detailed picture of the place through time.   

The most recent phase of work by Archaeological & Heritage Management Solutions Pty Ltd (AHMS) 
was based on a critical review of previous research and new information.  It included a close reappraisal 
of earlier site modelling techniques.  The different approaches taken by the various archaeologists 
demonstrate the methodology challenges at Castle Hill, given the absence of maps and plans of the site 
for the early period of British occupation.  Few documentary sources were available which illustrate the 
layout and configuration of the various buildings associated with the government farm or asylum. 

Since archaeological interest commenced in the 1980s, one of the most important historical records 
discovered has been the survey of the site carried out by Surveyor, Felton Mathews in 1832.  However, 
when archaeological test excavations based on Mathews’ data were undertaken in 2003 by AHMS no 
physical evidence was located.  This led to an exhaustive search of original site data included in the 
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surveyor’s field and sketch books.   In 2003 AHMS undertook an excavation and located the footings of 
a small stone building, which was believed to be a kitchen.  Subsequently, when AHMS staff were 
reviewing an aerial image of the site taken in 1943 they noticed an odd rectangular form located in the 
southern part of the site adjacent to a small cottage that dated from the 1960s.  AHMS thought that the 
form was likely to be the footprint of the barracks building.  In April 2006, following the controlled 
demolition of the cottage, AHMS staff excavated the site with machinery and hand tools and in doing so 
revealed the footings of the barracks, as well as other features including a fireplace, external buttress, a 
staircase support and an internal dividing wall.  Unfortunately, about two thirds of the building had been 
removed which left only the southern section of the building intact.   

3.3  The Significance of the Site 
The recent Conservation Management Plan for the Castle Hill Heritage Park includes the following 
Statement of Significance: 

Castle Hill Heritage Park is a place of Exceptionally High significance at the state level.  The place embodies a 
range of heritage values deriving from multiple historical phases of land use, reflected in a number of physical and 
intangible features of the site. 

Castle Hill Heritage Park is important in the course or pattern of the state’s history for its close connection with the 
events leading up to the Battle of Vinegar Hill in 1804 (also comprising an important event in the Irish nationalist 
movements of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries).  The historical importance of the site is enhanced by its 
place in the westward expansion of the early colony, using convict labour, when sometimes faltering and often 
unsuccessful attempts were made at the introduction and development of agriculture in previously unsettled and 
only recently explored areas.  Later uses of the site as the nation’s first dedicated mental health facility (the ‘Asylum 
Phase’) (1811–1828) enhances the site’s historical significance.  The site’s conversion to use for a church and 
school (1828–1866) and then adaptation for orcharding (1870–1930) are also important historical ‘layers’, principally 
at the local level (Criterion (a)). 

Castle Hill Heritage Park is Exceptionally significant at the state level for its strong associations with the rebels who 
participated in the Battle of Vinegar Hill in 1804 and, more generally, with the early convict labourers and Irish of the 
colony.  The site’s later associations with the first mental health patients of the nation, and with the prominent 
colonial polymath Rev WB Clarke, are also significant at the state level.  Associations between the site and the local 
community from 1828 into the late twentieth century (when it functioned as the district Church and then orchards) 
are also significant, although principally at the local level (Criterion (b)). 

Castle Hill Heritage Park recalls in its topography, land forms and remnant structures the original layout and form of 
the Third Government Farm.  As a result, it reflects the nineteenth century cultural landscape and demonstrates, at 
a state level of significance, the principal characteristics of the rural aesthetic of the period (Criterion (c)). 

The orcharding phase of the site may be of social significance to those members of the community that are 
descendants of the earlier orchardists of the area (Criterion (d)).  Further, the school and church were for many 
years focal points for the community after the closure of the barracks and asylum.   

The archaeological relics identified at Castle Hill, and other relics potentially on the site but not yet exposed, hold 
considerable potential to contribute to substantive research questions relating to important trends in the state’s (and 
nation’s) history, including the treatment of the convicts and mental health patients incarcerated at the site, the 
circumstances precipitating the Battle of Vinegar Hill, early attempts at agriculture west of Sydney, and (at the local 
level) the settlement and later development of the area around Castle Hill (Criterion (e)). 

The site represents an uncommon aspect of the state’s (and nation’s) history, in that it is one of only two places in 
the country where armed rebellion was planned and commenced.  Similarly, it was the first Lunatic Asylum in the 
colony, and rare to that extent, although later examples also existed.  The cultural landscape at the site also 
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comprises an uncommon example of a relatively unchanged (in terms of topography and later development) convict 
farm site (Criterion (f)). 

Castle Hill Heritage Park is important at the State level as a representative example of a relatively unchanged (in 
terms of topography and later development) convict farm site.  Its remnant cultural landscape is a good example of 
the nineteenth century convict farm settlement (Criterion (g)). 

3.4  Historic Themes for Interpreting Castle Hill Heritage Park 

3.4.1  Introduction 

In preparing to interpret places, it is important to present their past in an informative, interesting and 
easily accessible way.  This is achieved through communicating and delivering information about the key 
themes which have formed the site, which are derived from the Statement of Significance and other 
assessments, using a variety of media. 

Over recent years, a national framework of historic themes has been developed by the Australian 
Heritage Commission.  The Australian Historic Themes Framework, published in 2001, aims to: 

assist in structuring research and to emphasise the historical values of a place to reverse the prevalence of fabric-
based assessment by identifying historical processes that might be used in assessing and interpreting heritage 
significance.   

Nine national theme groups were identified, with focused subthemes based on activities.  The NSW 
Heritage Office has also developed state themes that, to a large degree, link with the national 
framework.  Section 6.0 develops recommendations for interpretive initiatives relating to these historic 
themes.   

3.4.2  Key Historic Themes  

Themes are vital to interpretation.  The Conservation Management Plan for Castle Hill Heritage Park 
identified a number historic themes.  They are summarised in the following table. 

Theme  Explanatory Note Comment 

Aboriginal 
cultures and 
interactions 
with other 
cultures 

Activities associated with maintaining, developing, 
experiencing and remembering Aboriginal cultural 
identities and practises, past and present; 
demonstrating distinctive ways of life; and with 
interactions demonstrating race relations.   

Bidjigal people—place of stone hatchets, embodied in 
Aboriginal naming and stories and recordings of 
Aboriginal people.   
Use of resources in and around Castle Hill. 
Contact and dispossession. 
Resilience, land and the apology.   

Convict  Activities relating to incarceration, transport, reform, 
accommodation and working during the convict period 
in New South Wales (1788–1850). 

Embodied in the archaeological remains and 
intangible features dating to the Convict Phase of the 
site’s use. 

Agriculture  Activities relating to the cultivation and rearing of plant 
and animal species, usually for commercial purposes. 

Embodied in the features relating to the areas of 
cultivation during the Convict, Asylum and Orcharding 
Phases of the site’s use.   

Environment 
(Cultural 
Landscapes) 

Activities associated with the interactions between 
humans, human societies and the shaping of their 
physical surroundings. 

The land clearing associated with the preparation of 
the site in the Convict Phase created a distinctive rural 
cultural landscape, reworked throughout the 
nineteenth and into the twentieth century.  Remnants 
of this landscape still survive at the site. 

Events  Activities and processes that mark the consequences 
of natural and cultural occurrences. 

The site was central to the events surrounding the 
Battle of Vinegar Hill in 1804. 
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Theme  Explanatory Note Comment 

Health  Activities associated with preparing and providing 
medical assistance and/or promoting or maintaining 
the wellbeing of humans. 

Embodied by the features associated with the Asylum 
Phase.  The site accommodated the first designated 
mental health facility in the colony. 

Pastoralism Activities associated with the breeding, raising, 
processing and distribution of livestock for human use. 

During the Convict Phase the site was recognised for 
the quality of its livestock. 

Science Activities associated with systematic observations, 
experiments and processes for the explanation of 
observable phenomena. 

The site is associated with Rev WB Clarke, prominent 
colonial polymath, who provided the first series of 
meteorological observations for the colony, some from 
the Castle Hill site.   

Towns, Suburbs 
and Villages 

Activities associated with creating, planning and 
managing urban functions, landscapes and lifestyles 
in towns, suburbs and villages. 

The existing open space recalls the early settlement 
patterns in the Castle Hill area and, therefore, reflects 
early colonial attitudes to the foundation, maintenance 
and expansion of settlements. 

Accommodation Activities associated with the provision of 
accommodation, and particular types of 
accommodation. 

The site provides evidence of accommodation newly 
introduced and built to house convicts and, later, 
undergoing a series of modifications for those 
committed to the asylum. 

Labour  Activities associated with work practises and 
organised and unorganised labour. 

The site displays evidence of convict labour and 
government management of that labour. 

Defence  Activities associated with defending places from 
hostile takeover and occupation. 

A small detachment of the NSW Corps was quartered 
here during the establishment phase of the 
Government Farm.  Its withdrawal may have been a 
contributing factor to the events of 1804. 

Government 
and 
Administration 

Activities associated with the governance of local 
areas, regions, the state and the nation, and the 
administration of public programs. 

The site represents some of the earliest settlement in 
the colony of New South Wales.  Its role as an 
experimental farm, the developing use of convict 
labour, and the deployment of a small detachment of 
the NSW Corps to the site represent early and 
important stages in the governance of the local area, 
region, state and nation.  The settlement of Castle Hill, 
including the first attempts at convict-based 
agriculture, was a highly significant public program of 
expansion and development. 

Law and Order  Activities associated with maintaining, promoting and 
implementing criminal and civil law and legal 
processes. 

The isolated location of the Government Farm and the 
use of convict barracks were central to the early 
colony’s maintenance of law and order through 
incarceration of both convicts and later inmates of the 
asylum. 

Religion  Activities associated with particular systems of faith 
and worship. 

The barracks site was converted for use as a church 
by the Church and Schools Corporation from 1828, 
and additional features such as the school and 
designated glebe formed part of the new use. 

 

The former Australian Heritage Commission (now the Australian Heritage Council) prepared a number of 
National historical themes to assist in contextualising the heritage values of places.  They generally 
complement the state themes discussed above.  The National historical themes of most relevance to the 
Castle Hill Heritage Park are as follows: 

• Theme 2—Peopling Australia—2.2 Adapting to Diverse Environments; 2.3 Coming to Australia as a 
punishment; 2.4 Migrating (2.4.5 Changing the face of rural and urban Australia through migration); 
2.5 Promoting settlement. 
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• Theme 3—Developing Local, Regional and National Economies—3.3.4 Looking for land with 
agricultural potential; 3.5.1 Grazing stock; 3.5.2 Breeding animals; 3.5.3 Developing agricultural 
industries; 3.11.4 Clearing vegetation; 3.26.2 Providing hospital services; 3.26.4 Providing care for 
people with disabilities. 

• Theme 4—Planning Urban Settlements—4.1.1 Selecting township sites; 4.5 Making settlements to 
serve rural Australia; 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of settlements, towns 
and cities. 

• Theme 5—Working—5.8 Working on the land. 

• Theme 6—Educating—6.2 Establishing schools; 6.5 Educating people in remote places. 

• Theme 7—Governing—7.1 Governing Australia as a province of the British Empire; 7.2 Developing 
institutions of self-government and democracy (7.2.1 Protesting and 7.2.2 Struggling for inclusion in 
the political process); 7.6 Administering Australia (7.6.5 Incarcerating people); 7.7 Defending 
Australia (7.7.1 Providing for the common defence). 

• Theme 8—Worshipping—8.6.1 Worshipping together; 8.6.3 Founding Australian religious 
institutions; 8.10.5 Advancing knowledge in science and technology. 

Themes 7.2.1 and 7.2.2 relate directly to the Castle Hill Rebellion and the Battle of Vinegar Hill. 

By analysing the above themes and the history of the park key messages and stories can be developed.  
The stories are layered across time and are embedded in the park landscape.   

Historic photographs, documents and writings, as well as artefacts and the location of archaeological 
evidence, provide visual and physical evidence about places—prompting thinking about what happened 
in the past and how things have changed.  These traces are the key ingredients of interpretive planning.  
We can use the site and the changes that have occurred through time to tell the story of Castle Hill. 

The key stories are: 

The natural environment—its evolution, bounty and the role of Aboriginal and British in re-imagining 
and reshaping the land.  Blue gum .    

Bidjigal—Aboriginal people and their relationship to Castle Hill prior to and after British settlement.   

A government convict farm—clearing, construction, cultivation, grazing and control. 

Death or Liberty—Australia’s Battle of Vinegar Hill.  An Irish rebellion is secretly planned at Castle Hill.   

An unhappy condition—Lunatics offered asylum at Castle Hill.  Madness, mismanagement and 
malpractice. 

Teaching and preaching—a place of worship and a school house.  The role of the church and school 
in community formation.   

Fruits and farms of our labour—the farms and orchards of Castle Hill.  After lying fallow the land is 
productive again.   

A place worth keeping—a community campaigns for the protection of a special place.   
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History beneath your feet—the history of archaeological research and excavation at Castle Hill that 
has led to exciting discoveries since the first study of the area in 1980.   

This narrative framework captures and expands upon the interpretive ‘themes’ suggested in the 
Conservation Management Plan for the park and reflects the evolution of the park from pre-settlement to 
the present day.19  

3.5  Other Themes (Management or Orientation Messages) 
The Plan of Management for the park details a number of key considerations, objectives and actions.  
The key considerations identified in the Plan are listed below and inform this Interpretation Plan: 

Integrity—a distinctive identity must be developed for the park, where park users comprehend its 
combined history and multiple characters. 

Profile and Access—the constraints on the park’s profile and accessibility must be addressed to attract 
people beyond the local community. 

Cultural Heritage—the park’s history must be revealed, drawing on the resources of the site to 
communicate information to people. 

Natural Systems—the preservation, recovery and rehabilitation of the park’s natural systems, 
particularly the blue gum high forest must be initiated. 

Recreation—the park’s potential for less structured recreational and cultural activities must be 
integrated to draw on the qualities of the site and limit impact on identified values. 

Management—must involve the community and stakeholders in an ongoing and integrated 
management approach for the park, and manage the cultural and natural systems of the park 
coherently.20 

The community consultation report also indicated a need to help people orientate themselves within the 
site and its public facilities; specifically the location of public toilets.  A desire for facilities to engage and 
entertain children was also indicated. 

At the Heritage Festival celebrations in March 2008 many issues were raised with the project team 
during consultation: 

• more information about the park and its values to be made available to local community; 

• growing the awareness of the park as an educational resource with local schools, especially 
primary levels; 

• systematic program of weed control along the creek;  

• improved signage and access; 

• information about what’s happening at the park; 

• other important heritage places in the Hills District; and  

• public facilities, including toilets. 
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Baulkham Hills Shire Council communicates the following regulatory information at present: 

• Respect the heritage of the park.  Please do not disturb any items such as stonework, timber or 
other potential relics. 

• Respect the natural values of the park.  Do not remove plants or pick flowers. 

• Take your litter home with you. 

• Motorbikes are not permitted in the park. 

• Do not practice golf in the park. 

• Do not fly model planes. 

• Keep dogs on a leash at all times and pick up after them. 

• No camping permitted. 

• No fires. 

Interpreting the history and significance of Castle Hill Heritage Park provides wonderful opportunities to 
connect local residents with their local history and create enjoyable visitor experiences.   

During the community consultation in March 2008 many people were surprised that their local 
neighbourhood had such an important heritage site and were keen to know more about its history.  This 
was especially the case when the project team spoke to parents with school aged children who thought 
the park would be a valuable educational resource.   

The park has great interpretive potential to become a place of living history, where people can 
commemorate and celebrate its rich and layered history through a variety of educational activities and 
experiences.     

The historic resources including images, writings, maps, plans and the oral history recordings, combined 
with the archaeological evidence that remains, are a vital part of interpretation of the site.   Interpretation 
planning takes such narratives and images as evidence and develops them using other interpretive 
devices which can illuminate with authenticity the layers and many stories of Castle Hill Heritage Park.   

Where can these stories best be told or interpreted?  As interpretive initiatives are planned, site-specific 
stories must be researched and matched to their locations and integrated into the park and the broader 
context.   
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Figure 3.1  Pimbloy: Native of New Holland in a Canoe of that Country, 1804, Samuel John Neele (1758–1824), from The Narrative of 
a Voyage of Discovery Performed in HM Vessel Lady Lelson, 1803–1804, by James Grant.  This is thought to be the only known image 
of Pemulwuy who was recorded as the leader of Bijigal clan. (Source: SLNSW Ref Q80/18 
<www.sl.nsw.gov.au/events/exhibitions/2006/eora/images/s11.html>)   

 

Figure 3.2  View of Castle Hill Government Farm, c1806, an unsigned watercolour that has been attributed to convict artist John Lewin.  
This shows the extensive clearing, various buildings and the landform which is still apparent today in views across the park from Banks 
Road today.  The image is one of the key interpretive resources for the park.  (Source: ML PXD379-1 f.8) 
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Figure 3.3  Convict uprising at Castle Hill, 1804, (Major Johnston with Quarternaster Laycock and twenty five 
privates of ye New South Wales Corps defeats two hundred and sixty six armed rebels, 5th March 1804).  
(Source: NLA PIC T2495 NK10162 LOC Box B13) 

 

Figure 3.4  A portrait of Francois Peron (1775–1810), the French 
naturalist and explorer who came to Australia in 1801 and 
recorded his observations of Castle Hill during the following year.  
(Source: NLA an9814353-v) 
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Figure 3.5   Felton Mathews on horseback, PXA 617.  (Source: <http://image.sl.nsw.gov.au>) 

 

Figure 3.6  Cover page from the Sydney Gazette, a useful interpretive 
resource which includes a detailed account of the Castle Hill uprising.   

 



 

Castle Hill Heritage Park—Interpretation Plan, Stage 1 Strategic Overview—Draft Report, July 2008 30 

 

Figure 3.7  Outline of the cottage at Castle Hill (School House), plan accompanying tender response (SR NSW Col Sec 4/347 pp 266–
7 George Hopkins to Rev Wilton 23 November 1826, tender application for repairs to Old Asylum for conversion into a place of 
worship). (Source: Castle Hill Heritage Park CMP July 2007 Appendix B) 
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Figure 3.8  Survey of land at Castle Hill occupied by the Schoolmaster on the 200 acres of Church and School land at Castle Hill.  
Felton Mathew 1832.  (Source:  Birmingham (1981) Castle Hill Heritage Park CMP July 2007 Appendix B). 

 

Figure 3.9  View of Old Asylum.  (Source: Illustrated Sydney News, 16 July 1866, in Castle Hill Heritage Park CMP July 2007, 
Appendix B). 
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Figure 3.10  Dr William Bland, watercolour, 1845–1849, by Richard Read from a daguerreotype by George Goodman.  (Source: ML 
P2/250 1866, in Castle Hill Heritage Park CMP, July 2007, Appendix B) 
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Figure 3.11  A team of men with their horses maintaining the ground around a citrus orchard at Castle Hill during the 1880s.  
(Source: Hills District Historic Society) 

 

Figure 3.12  Man cultivating a field in Castle Hill using a rotary hoe in 1947.  (Source SLNSW Home and Away 25077) 
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4.0  Site Inventory (What Do We Know?) 

4.1  Existing Situation/Description 
The Castle Hill Heritage Park includes permanent orientation 
and interpretive signage.   The signage is recent and includes 
text and graphics (see Figures 4.1 and 4.2). 

The signage was designed by Spackman and Mossop as part 
of landscape interpretation works in 2003.  The scheme 
includes two orientation pillars with historic images, 
introductory and interpretive text and a site map showing key 
features of the park such as walking tracks, picnic shelters and 
facilities (see Figure 4.3 and 4.4).  The pillars are rendered 
concrete with sandstone veneer faced with rolled galvanized 
steel sheet with a digital image applied. 

Seven thematic panels are located throughout the park along 
the walking tracks.  The panels interpret the following phases 
forming a chronological timeline of occupation on the site: 

• Dharug occupation; 

• 1801–1811 Government Farm; 

• 1811–1826 Lunatic Asylum; 

• 1827–1866 Church and School; and 

• 1870s–1960s orchards and farms. 

The thematic panels are constructed with recycled hardwood 
post, galvanised steel sheet with a digital image on vinyl sheet.  
They are well designed, robust and cost effective to maintain.   

One issue identified with the current interpretive signage is that 
their individual locations do not relate to the specific areas of 
historic interest within the park.  Also, visitors are not told how 
they should circulate through the park and so do not 
necessarily appreciate the rationale for the sequencing of the 
signage in the way that it is intended.  For example, the 
interpretive sign featuring the historic phase associated with 
occupation of the land by the Darug Aboriginal people is 
located at the apex of the park to the southeast.  The location 
was selected because the local Aboriginal community felt the 
site would have been a vantage point from which Aboriginal 
people observed their surrounding country.  A visitor to the 
park, who perhaps did not have sufficient time to walk to the 

 

Figure 4.1  Interpretive signage at Castle 
Hill Heritage Park shortly after installation.  
(Source: Baulkham Hills Shire Council 
2003) 

 

Figure 4.2  Interpretive signage 
incorporating text and imagery located 
near the Banks Road entry to the park.  
(Source: Baulkham Hills Shire Council 
2003) 

 

Figure 4.3  One of the stone clad 
orientation pillars at Castle Hill Heritage 
Park.  (Source: GML 2008) 
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location of this sign, may therefore leave the park without an 
understanding of its Aboriginal history.   

Other features of the landscape interpretation scheme include 
concrete paths, sandstone seating blocks and picnic shelters 
with tables and benches.   

More recently Baulkham Hills Shire Council has installed 
additional interpretive signage which focuses on three 
important groups of people associated with the history of the 
site: The Red Coats, The Croppies and The Free Settlers.  
The interpretive signage is consistent with the Spackman and 
Mossop design (see Figure 4.5). 

As part of Stage 3, landscape works are currently underway.  
This stage includes additional interpretive signage, picnic 
areas and pathways.   

4.2  Arrival, Circulation and Access 
The park is located at Heritage Park Drive which is off Old 
Castle Hill Road in Castle Hill.  A carpark is available on site 
with capacity for approximately 30–40 vehicles.  Heritage Park 
Drive winds its way down to the main vehicular entry to the 
park through a new residential subdivision.  The park is not 
visible from Old Castle Hill Road or from Heritage Park Drive.  
For the first-time visitor this has the tendency to create a sense 
of uncertainty about the location of the park.  The width and 
curvilinear form of Heritage Park Drive means that it reads as a 
local street within a residential subdivision. 

The entry to the park is announced with signage and timber 
post and rail fencing (see Figure 4.6).  Immediately inside the 
entry a series of corten silhouettes of The Red Coats, The 
Croppies and The Free Settlers are mounted on rough cut, 
sandstone faced plinths (see Figure 4.7). 

The current approach and main vehicular entry to the park 
does not communicate the heritage significance of the park.  
Banks Road is a historic line of road and is part of the cultural 
landscape of the park.  Considering the use of this historic 
road as the primary access route to the park would enable 
visitors to the park to glimpse it as part of the arrival 
experience as they travel along Banks Road.  It would also 
reinforce the historic character of the landscape and its 
significance.   

There is little in the way of existing wayfinding to the park.  
There is a small sign at the intersection of Northern Road with 
Old Castle Hill Road and another at the intersection of Old 

 

Figure 4.4  An interpretive stone 
orientation pillar near the Banks Road 
entry to the park.  (Source: GML 2008) 

 

Figure 4.5  ‘The Free Settlers’, one of the 
group of additional interpretive signage 
installed by Baulkham Hills Shire Council.  
(Source: GML 2008) 

 

Figure 4.6  Signage at the main entry to 
Castle Hill Heritage Park.  (Source: GML 
2008) 
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Castle Hill Road with Heritage Park Drive.  There are multiple 
pedestrian entries to Castle Hill Heritage Park.   

Within the park there are a number of concrete pathways that 
provide a range of routes around and through the park (see 
Figure 4.8).  Additional pathways are planned as part of Stage 
3 landscape works.   

Banks Road provides direct access to the park in a way that 
reinforces the historic character and significance of the 
landscape.   One important feature is that entry via Banks 
Road positions the visitor in the viewing position close to that 
of the artist that created the watercolour entitled, View of 
Castle Hill Government Farm c1806, which is a key historic 
image and interpretive resource for the park.  

4.3  Associated Sites/Places/Things 
There are a variety of places and projects within Australia and 
overseas that are associated with Castle Hill Heritage Park.  
Considering the range of associated places will inform the 
development and planning of interpretation at Castle Hill 
Heritage Park.   

4.3.1  Associated Places within Australia 

The Eureka Centre  

Opened in March 1998, the $4 million Eureka Centre is located 
in East Ballarat, next to what is arguably the site of one of the 
most significant events in the evolution of Australian 
democracy—the Eureka Rebellion (see Figures 4.10 to 4.12).  
Since opening, it has become a popular tourist destination.  
The landmark centre incorporates exhibition spaces, a shop 
and café and provides a national focus for debate about, and 
interpretation of, the Eureka story.   

The Eureka rebellion occurred on 3 December 1854.  It is cited 
on the Centre’s website as the only civil insurrection to occur in 
Australia.   

The Eureka precinct includes the 12 acre Eureka Stockade 
Gardens, which has no visible evidence of the rebellion but 
rich archaeological evidence, including the remains of the Free 
Trade Hotel and the Stockade.  The site is used as a local 
community recreation space.  The Gardens include a specially 
commissioned sculpture by artist, instrument maker and 
sculptor, Dr Anton Hasell, titled, The Eureka Circle and an 
adventure playground (see 4.11). 

 

Figure 4.7  One of the series of three 
corten silhouettes just inside the vehicular 
entry to the park.  (Source: GML 2008) 

 

Figure 4.8  Typical pebblecrete pathway at 
Castle Hill Heritage Park.  (Source: GML 
2008) 

 

Figure 4.9  An area where archaeological 
remains were uncovered during excavation 
at Castle Hill Heritage Park.  (Source: GML 
2008) 

 

Figure 4.10  The $4 million Eureka Centre, 
Ballarat, Victoria, now a popular tourism 
destination.  (Source: 
<www.eurekaballarat.com>) 
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The centre hosts an Education Services Unit that provides a 
range of services including pre-visit information, trails, guided 
and self-guided tours, and learning activities for primary, 
secondary and tertiary students.  The Centre employs an 
education officer who is able to tailor programs to individual 
requirements.   

The Eureka Centre website is located at 
<http://www.eurekaballarat.com>. 

Battle of Vinegar Hill Memorial 

Located at Castlebrook Memorial Park in Rouse Hill, the 
memorial is in the form of a wall designed by I Polak and V 
Sitta with relief sculpture commemorating the 1804 Rebellion 
in which Irish patriots rebelled against the NSW Corps (see 
Figure 4.13, 4.14 and 4.21).  The battle, named after a similar 
uprising in Ireland, was the first armed conflict between 
Europeans to take place on Australian soil.   

The memorial was unveiled in 1988 as part of the Australian 
bicentennial celebrations.  It was erected by the Irish 
community in New South Wales, the Mineworker’s Trust, the 
Blacktown City Council and the Government and people of 
Ireland.   

The bicentenary re-enactment of the Battle of Vinegar Hill in 
2004 took place at the Rouse Hill Regional Park.  In March 
2005, the State Minister for Lands announced that the land at 
Rouse Hill would be renamed as Vinegar Hill Historical Site in 
recognition of the significance of the locality.   

Australian Convict Sites 

Recently a serial world heritage nomination was prepared and 
submitted by the Australian government to UNESCO.  The 
sites represent the forced migration of convicts to penal 
colonies in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.  The 
examples selected are the stellar examples of Australia’s 
convict history and there are more than 3,000 convict sites 
remaining around Australia.  In 2007 some of Australia's 
convict records were included in UNESCO's Memory of the 
World Register. 

There are 11 convict sites throughout Australia that constitute 
the nomination:  

New South Wales: Old Government House and Domain 
(Parramatta), Hyde Park Barracks (Sydney), Cockatoo Island 
Convict Site (Sydney), and Old Great North Road (near 

 

Figure 4.11  The Eureka Circle, 2004 by 
Anton Hasell, at the Eureka Stockade 
Gardens, a commissioned interpretive 
artwork.  (Source: 
<http://www.eurekaballarat.com>) 

 

Figure 4.12  The entrance to the 1880s 
Eureka Stockade Gardens.  (Source: 
<http://www.eurekaballarat.com>) 

 

Figure 4.13  Memorial commemorating the 
Battle of Vinegar Hill at Castlebrook 
Memorial Park, Windsor Road, Rouse Hill.  
(Source: <www.castlebrook.com.au>) 

 

Figure 4.14  Detail of the relief sculpture in 
the Battle of Vinegar Hill memorial.  
(Source: <www.castlebrook.com.au>) 
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Wiseman's Ferry).   

Norfolk Island: Kingston and Arthur's Vale Historic Area.   

Tasmania: Port Arthur Historic Site (Tasman Peninsula), 
Cascades Female Factory (Hobart), Darlington Probation 
Station (Maria Island), Coal Mines Historic Site (via 
Premadeyna), and Brickendon-Woolmers Estates (near 
Longford).   

Western Australia: Fremantle Prison.1 

Associated Projects 

The Convict Trail Project 

The Convict Trail Project was established in the 1990s.  
People from the Bucketty and Wollombi communities were 
concerned about the continuing deterioration of the convict-
built Great North Road (see Figure 4.23).  The road was 
constructed between 1826 and 1836 and connected Sydney 
with Newcastle and the Upper Hunter Valley.   

Fabric associated with the road such as dry stone walling, 
culverts and stone bridges were being vandalised, removed 
and neglected and there was no system or body co-ordinating 
the overall management and conservation.   

Extending from Sydney to the Hunter Valley, the Great North 
Road crosses several local government areas.  Parts of it are 
managed by the National Parks and Wildlife Service and the 
Roads and Traffic Authority.   

The Convict Trail Project now involves approximately 30 
groups including local councils, regional tourism organisations, 
government agencies, heritage bodies and universities.  The 
Convict Trail Project is operated as a not-for-profit organisation 
and administered by a Board which meets bi-annually.  Under 
the constitution two subgroups operate, a History Group and a 
Heritage Group.   

The Convict Trail Project is involved in many projects and 
activities.  They have prepared a number of planning reports, 
research and publish monographs, brochures and leaflets 
about the road, organise seminars, forums and workshops, 
attend heritage events and design interpretive displays and 
signage.  They developed a convict database and an adopt-a-
convict project with the aim of producing biographies for every 
convict that worked constructing the road.  Presently the list 
includes 1,400 men.  They manage an informative website at 
<www.convicttrail.org>. 

 

Figure 4.15  Marquee at the 20th 
Anniversary of the Castle Hill Rebellion 
with women volunteers involved in 
Christina Henri’s, Roses from the Heart 
project.  (Source: GML 2008) 

 

Figure 4.16  Detail of the hand made 
bonnets from conceptual artist, Christina 
Henri’s, Roses from the Heart project.  
(Source: <www.femalefactory.com.au>) 

 

Figure 4.17  Part of an exhibition and art 
installation by conceptual artist Christina 
Henri which reflected on grief and loss 
suffered by convict women in Tasmania at 
the Port Arthur Historic Site.  The image 
shows 900 bonnets arranged in the form of 
a cross in March 2004.  (Source: 
<www.femalefactory.com.au>). 

 

Figure 4.18  Tulach a’ tSolais memorial, a 
‘modern Stonehenge’.  The concrete was 
selected to evoke the pallor of death.  
Oulart Hill, County Wexford, Ireland.  
(Source: <www.irish-
architecture.com/tesserae/000022.html>) 
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Roses from the Heart  

This project is by Christina Henri, an artist undertaking 
postgraduate research at the Tasmanian School of Art, Hobart.  
Currently her work is focused on looking at various projects 
that reflect the way convict women dealt with grief and loss 
(see Figures 4.15, 4.16 and 4.17).   

Roses from the Heart commemorates the 25,566 women that 
were transported to Australia and became integral to 
Australian society.  As part of the project Christina plans to 
create installations of bonnets at four sites relevant to convict 
women in Australia, England and Ireland.  Christina is 
encouraging women to make fabric bonnets embellished with 
hearts and roses.  The bonnet pattern has been derived from a 
surviving 1860s bonnet made of muslin, with lace trim and 
embroidery.   

Women hand making bonnets as part of the Roses from the 
Heart project attended the 204th Anniversary of the Castle Hill 
Convict Rebellion on Sunday 16 March 2008 at Castle Hill 
Heritage Park.   

4.3.2  Overseas Places Associated with Castle Hill 
Heritage Park 

National 1798 Centre, Enniscorthy 

Situated in County Wexford, southeast Ireland, the National 
1798 Visitors Centre tells the story of the 1798 United Irishmen 
Rebellion using state of the art thematic exhibition interactives, 
multimedia and artefact displays.   Ghost like life size plaster 
case figures are used to represent the people of Ireland.  A 
game of chess is used to interpretive the battle strategy.  Pre-
booked school groups explore the fascinating world of Rebels 
and Redcoats through audio-visual presentations, interactive 
computers and activity books.  There is a themed 1798 play 
area and games that enable children to interact with history in 
a fun and entertaining ways.2   

Tulach a’ tSolais, Oulart, County Wexford 

This sublimely evocative and austere memorial was 
commissioned by the Office of Public Woks and completed in 
1998 to mark the bicentennial of the 1798 United Irishmen’s 
Rebellion which took place at Oulart Hill (see Figures 4.19 and 
4.20).  Situated in the Irish pastoral landscape on Oulart Hill 
the memorial was designed by Roland Tallon of Scott Tallon 
Walker Architects (STW) and sculptor Michael Warren, Tulach 
a’ tSolais, translates as ‘mound of light’.  The east–west 
alignment of the memorial frames a view from Oulart to 

 

Figure 4.19  The pastoral setting of the 
Tulach a’ tSolais memorial built to 
commemorate the bicentenary of the 1798 
United Irishmen’s Rebellion.  (Source: 
<www.irish-
architecture.com/tesserae/000022.html>) 

 

Figure 4.20  The sublime interior shrine of 
the Tulach a’ tSolais memorial, Ireland, 
which incorporates artist Michael Warren’s 
two sculptures which use 200 year old Irish 
oak in the form of gently curving tablets.  
(Source: <www.irish-
architecture.com/tesserae/000022.html>) 

 

Image 4.21  Members of the Friends of 
Vinegar Hill, including Chairman Shay 
O’Hara with founding members, Christine 
and Tom Gleeson.  (Source: Northern 
News, 26 February 2008) 
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Vinegar Hill, 11 km away, where the rebellion was defeated.   

Heritage Sites within Baulkham Hills Shire 

Baulkham Hills Shire Council owns a number of heritage sites 
in the vicinity.  The sites are listed below with a brief 
description.   

Bella Vista Farm Park 

Bella Vista Farm was established in the late 1700s and 
features a two-storey homestead, bunya pine lined driveway 
and various farm outbuildings set on a prominent hilltop (see 
Figure 4.22). 

Situated on Elizabeth Macarthur Drive, Bella Vista Farm has 
been owned by Baulkham Hills Shire Council since 1998.  
Council has prepared a Conservation Management Plan for 
the site and the Friends of Bella Vista Farm Park Committee 
Members work with Council to assist in the ongoing 
maintenance and interpretation of the site.  Currently there is 
limited access to the site as conservation works are carried out 
but there are opportunities to view the site and participate in 
works. 

Balcombe Heights Estate 

Balcombe Heights Estate was opened in 1923 as a Masonic 
school.  During World War II it was a military field hospital, then 
reverted to being a Masonic school until the late 1970s. 

Three memorials erected on the estate were recently 
completed and were dedicated on Remembrance Day in 
November 2007.   

Connie Keith, president of the Balcombe Heights Estate 
Committee, said: ‘We're hoping that this day will become an 
ongoing event for every Remembrance Day for coming years.’ 

Aberdoon House 

Aberdoon House is located at the corner of Aberdour and 
Clower Avenues, Rouse Hill (see Figure 4.25).  It is a historic 
cottage dating from 1887, which has been adaptively re-used 
as a cafe and gallery.  The cottage offers a changing exhibition 
program and light lunches or morning/afternoon teas.  It is 
open Tuesday to Friday from 9.30am–4.00pm.   

Cropley House 

Located on Watkins Road, Baulkham Hills, and dating from 
1926, Cropley House is a heritage-themed function centre.  
The House is set amidst five acres of parkland and includes an 

 

Figure 4.22  Bella Vista, a key heritage 
resource owned by Baulkham Hills Shire 
Council in the Hills District.  A Plan of 
Management for the site is in preparation.  
(Source: <http://www.environment.gov.au/ 
cgi-bin/heritage/photodb/imagesearch.pl? 
proc=detail;barcode_no=rt09778>) 

 

Figure 4.23  The Great North Road 
completed in 1836 is a convict-built road 
that demonstrates a high degree of 
technical achievement and is a key feature 
of the Convict Trail Project.  (Source: NSW 
Heritage Office) 

 

Figure 4.24  Clive Roughley, former owner 
of Roughley House, an 1856 colonial 
homestead where today tours and a 
popular jazz event is held on the lawns.  
(Source: www.sydneyhillsaustralia.com) 

 

Figure 4.25  The Money family owned 
Aberdoon House, Rouse Hill from 1947 until 
9 August 2000, when it was bought by 
Baulkham Hills Shire Council.  Today it 
operates as an art gallery and coffee shop.  
(Source: <www.baulkhamhills.nsw.gov.au>) 
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established formal garden incorporating white roses, hedges 
and wisteria covered verandahs.  Cropley House has function 
rooms that reflect the qualities of the building including the 
Elizabeth and Victoria rooms.   

Roughley House 

Owned by the Baulkham Hills Shire Council, this 1856 colonial 
homestead was held by the Roughley family for five 
generations (see Figure 4.24).  The house is open to the public 
and includes ‘time capsule rooms’ where visitors can learn 
about the history of the Roughley family and the house.  Each 
month live jazz events are held on the lawns of the property—
Jazz at The Pines.  Tours of the house are offered throughout 
the day.  The former owner of the property, Clive Roughley, 
recorded an oral history with Baulkham Hills Shire Council 
which recounts his family’s life during the twentieth century.  It 
is available through the local library and via the web.   

Wisemans Ferry 

Along the Hawkesbury River sits the historic village of 
Wisemans Ferry, situated approximately 60 km northwest of 
Sydney.  It is surrounded by national parks including Dharug, 
Yengo, Cattai and Marramarra.  From the town visitors can 
walk the first 1.6 km section of the Great North Road, or along 
the 1.6 km Grass Tree Circuit.  There are picnic spots at Mill 
Creek and Hazel Dell.  The park is also a popular destination 
for mountain biking (bikes must be walked up Devines Hill).  
Camping is available at Mill Creek and backpack camping is 
allowed at Ten Mile Hollow. 

Hawkins Lookout 

Situated on Old Northern Road, high above Wisemans Ferry, 
the lookout affords wonderful views over the Hawkesbury 
River.  Picnic tables, tank water and parking are available. 

Great North Road 

Constructed using convict labour the Great North Road was 
surveyed in 1825 and completed in 1836 (see Figure 4.23).  
Originally, the road spanned 264 km and linked Sydney to the 
Hunter Valley.  The road features heritage stonework including 
buttresses, culverts, bridges and twelve metre high retaining 
walls.  Only 43 km of the road remains undeveloped and 
relatively intact.  The road is closed to motor vehicles. 

Kentwell Cottage 

Kentwell Cottage an early rare vernacular cottage situated in a 
prominent location on Old Northern Road, was dismantled in 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4.26  Kentwell Cottage, formerly 
located on Old Northern Road, Castle Hill.  
The cottage was dismantled in 2005 due to 
road works.  Historic fabric from the 
cottage has been conserved and is 
proposed for re-use at Castle Hill Heritage 
Park.  (Source: Sue Rosen 2004)  
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2005 to make way for proposed road widening (see Figure 4.26).  The historic fabric from the cottage 
was saved and stored with the intention that it would be re-used at Castle Hill Heritage Park to educate 
visitors about the history of Castle Hill.   

4.4  Associated People 
There are several distinct groups of people with an interest in the place.  A general description follows. 

4.4.1  Aboriginal People  

There are several Aboriginal organisations with an association to the land within the Hills District that 
may have an interest in the future interpretation planning for the park.  See Section 2.3.3. 

4.4.2  Family Associations 

Families associated with the more recent phases of use at Castle Hill Heritage Park include former 
property owners and orchard growers.   

4.4.3  Interest Groups 

Friends of Vinegar Hill 

Founding members of the Friends of Vinegar Hill, Christine and Thomas Gleeson, organised the 
commemoration on behalf of the Irish National Association, initially in 1996 and each year since then 
leading up to the bicentenary of the battle in 2004, when Blacktown Council joined the organising team.   

The aim of the annual commemoration is to honour those who died and those who survived.  It also 
stresses the love of freedom that Australian society has inherited from the Irish struggle.  It also 
celebrates the kinship of all people. 

The Friends of Vinegar Hill were also responsible for ensuring that the names of the men who died in 
1804 were honoured by arranging an additional plaque for the monument, which included each of their 
names.  This was added in 2004.3 

The Hills District Historical Society 

The Hills District Historical Society Inc was founded in 1967 and meets on the first Monday of each 
month.  The society is largely responsible for the creation of Castle Hill Heritage Park and its dedication 
by the Federal Government in 1975. 

The society also holds General Meetings on the third Monday of every month at the Hopetoun Leisure 
Centre at the Anglican Retirement Village in Castle Hill.  The society aims to promote the history of the 
Baulkham Hills Shire through publications, tours, talks and displays.   

The society is based at the Powerhouse Discovery Centre, Collections Stores, Castle Hill.  The museum 
provides a display of artifacts donated by local residents and includes photographs of the Shire and local 
history.  The collection includes approximately 2,000 objects and 4,000 photographs.  The research 
interests of the society include historic buildings, early land grants, cemeteries, family histories, convict 
records, musters, census and historic imagery. 

The society hosts a Guest Speaker Program each year.  Speakers include members and invited 
specialists with historical research interests in the Hills District.  Members are actively involved in local 
festivals and events and regularly mount small displays from the collection and showcase the society’s 
publications.   
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The society publishes a quarterly journal has a number of publications available for purchase and 
information on local history and families is also accessible to researchers.  The society is open Monday 
to Saturday by appointment and Sunday 1.00pm to 4.00pm.  Tours of the local area are available on 
request and Castle Hill Heritage Park is a site that is frequented.  At present the society is focusing on 
promoting the history of Castle Hill Heritage Park and many members have extensive knowledge of the 
park’s history and heritage and are a potential interpretive resource.   

Castle Hill Heritage Park Management Committee 

The Castle Hill Heritage Park Management Committee has a long-standing involvement and deep 
commitment to the park and its future.  The committee prepared a detailed submission in August 2007 to 
Baulkham Hills Shire Council for the interpretation of the site.  It is at once ambitious and visionary.  The 
Committee’s manifesto for the site outlines a number of key issues for interpretation: 

• guiding principles for heritage interpretation; 

• listing on the National Heritage List; 

• location of proposed Interpretive Centre, and  

• renaming the park to 1804 Rebellion Park.   

Rotary Club of Castle Hill  

The Rotary Club has approximately 45 active members and is involved in a diverse range of projects in 
the Hills District.  In 1987 the Club considered that an interpretive/exhibition centre on the Heritage Park 
site would be a good idea and then sought to raise funds towards its construction.   

The club has a long-standing interest and commitment to the Heritage Park.   

NSW Corps of Marines 

The history of Castle Hill Heritage Park is strongly connected to the NSW Corps of Marines.   

The NSW Corps is a group of individuals that engage in historical re-enactment and are committed to 
maintaining the memory and history of Australia’s first military.  Members dress up in costumes of the 
Marines, Royal Navy and the Corps as a form of public entertainment and education.  They are 
frequently invited to participate in historical events, re-enactments and festivals throughout the Sydney 
area.  Events include open days, fairs and appearances at historic houses.  The Corps have also 
appeared on film and television.  Displays that the group offer include period drill, musket firing, honour 
guards and period encampment.   

The NSW Corps maintains a website at <www.nswcorpsofmarines.org.au/>.  It includes information 
about the group’s aims, activities and bookings.   

4.4.4  Public Agencies 

Several public agencies have an interest in the Castle Hill Heritage Park including the NSW Heritage 
Branch of the Department of Planning, the Department of Environment and Climate Change, who 
manage the protection and conservation of natural and cultural heritage including Aboriginal objects 
under the National Parks and Wildlife Act, and the Commonwealth Department of Environment, Water, 
Heritage and The Arts, who are the agency responsible for managing the National Heritage List. 
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4.4.5  Other Associated People 

Archaeological & Heritage Management Solutions Pty Ltd 

Archaeological & Heritage Management Solutions have had a long-standing relationship with Castle Hill 
Heritage Park.  Peter Douglas, archaeologist, Matthew Kelly, archaeologist, and Graham Wilson, 
historian and archaeologist, have developed considerable knowledge and a deep understanding of the 
site based on extensive documentary research and archaeological excavations.   

Academics and Heritage Specialists  

A range of other individuals have extensive knowledge of the site.  Associate Professor Carol Liston, 
School of Cultural Histories and Futures, University of Western Sydney Nepean, has provided expert 
historical advice on the site and is a recognised specialist in nineteenth century New South Wales.  Dr 
Russell Staiff, Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Environmental Management and Agriculture, University of 
Western Sydney, Hawkesbury, who teaches in areas of cultural and heritage tourism, cultural heritage 
management and heritage interpretation, has also provided advice and guidance for Castle Hill Heritage 
Park.   

Many prominent archaeologists have undertaken research at Castle Hill Heritage Park including Judy 
Birmingham, Wendy Thorp, Anne Bickford, Charles Parkinson and Tony Lowe.  Their research reports 
and papers provide a valuable resource for understanding and interpreting the park and its 
archaeological resources.   

4.5  Known Existing/Target/Potential Visitation 
Castle Hill Heritage Park is primarily visited by neighbours and local residents.  The activities enjoyed 
within the park include walking (with or without pets), cycling, ball games, jogging and family picnics. 

Within the Baulkham Hills Shire the park is generally not a well known or visited site.  There is potential, 
therefore, to increase the relevance of the park to local and Hills District communities through marketing 
and promotion.   

In 2006 the suburb of Castle Hill had a recorded population of 35,386 people.  The current population of 
the Hills District was 165,931 in June 2006.  The main language spoken in the area is English but at 
least thirty per cent of the population speak other languages at home including Cantonese, Mandarin, 
Arabic, Italian and Korean.   

In recent years the area has attracted many young aspirational families seeking a better quality of life 
with ‘room to move’ and access to green space.  Just under sixty per cent of the population are families 
with children.  Many young families have mortgages and therefore do not have high disposable incomes.   
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4.6  Interpretive Resources  
Interpretive resources are the materials, actual and 
documented, that have a potential to inform one or all 
segments of the identified audience about the significant 
values at the park. 

The available interpretive resources include: 

• historic maps and plans; 

• historic photographic images (subject to copyright of 
images and documentation);  

• brochures produced by the Baulkham Hills Shire Council 
for the park; 

• research collections and publications complied by the 
Hills District Historical Society;  

• Materials, mechandising  

• subsurface archaeological evidence that remains in many 
locations throughout the park, cultural plantings, a well, a 
disused dog track and a collection of archaeological relics 
that were recovered on site during excavation works; and 

• the artefacts located during the AHMS excavation and 
written up in their Report to Baulkham Hills Shire Council 
in July 2005. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4.27  Gin bottle in olive coloured 
glass dating from the c1850s, recovered 
during excavations in 2003 and 2004 by 
AMHS.  (Source: Archaeological 
Excavation Report, Castle Hill Heritage 
Park, AHMS, July 2005) 

 

Figure 4.28  A fragment of an earthenware 
bowl made in NSW (c1790–1860), 
recovered from the site during excavations 
in 2003 and 2004 by AMHS.  (Source: 
Archaeological Excavation Report, Castle 
Hill Heritage Park, AHMS, July 2005) 

 

Figure 4.29  The Fact Sheet for Castle Hill 
Heritage Park produced by Baulkham Hills 
Shire council and downloadable from their 
website.  (Source 
<http://www.baulkhamhills.nsw.gov.au>) 
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4.7  Known Documentary Resources 
• Surveyors Field Books, State Records.   

• SZ731-J22 Abstract of a Charles Grimes Survey dated to 
1803–08 but probably dating to 1801. 

• SZ858 (SZ81)-C18 A survey undertaken in 1803 by 
Charles Grimes. 

• Parish of Castle Hill, WH Brownrigh, 1850 ML M2 
811.137/1850/1. 

• Parish of Castle Hill, County of Cumberland, Parish 
Maps, Department of Lands NSW.   

• Outline plan of cottage at Castle Hill (School House) SR 
NSW Col Sec 4/347 pp 266–7. 

• SZ982-J72 A survey undertaken by James Meehan in 
1816. 

• Plan of allotments 1813 j Burr ML M2 811.1gbbd 1813/1. 

• Lachlan Macquarie, Journal of a Tour of Governor 
Macquarie’s first Inspection of the Interior of the Colony 
Commencing on Tuesday the 6th Novr 1810.  
6 November 1818–15 January 1811 (ML Ref A778). 

• Memoirs of George Suttor and his wife Sara 1844–1858, 
Mitchell Library, ML MSS 2188. 

• Francois Peron, A voyage of discovery to the southern 
hemisphere, performed by order of the Emperor 
Napoleon during the years 1801, 1802, 1803 and 1804, 
(volume 1), prepared for the press by MF Peron (English 
translation Richard Phillips, London 1810). 

• Sydney Gazette. 

• Local oral histories such as Hills Voices Online, especially 
interviews with Graham Wilson and Peter Douglas. 

Imagery 

• View of Castle Hill Government Farm (unsigned 
watercolour), ML PXD379-1 F 8. 

• Convict uprising at Castle Hill, 1804 (Major Johnston with 
Quartermaster Laycock and Twenty five privates of ye 
New South Wales Corps defeats two hundred and sixty 
six armed rebels, 5th March 1804) NLA PIC T2495 NK 

 

Figure 4.30  The informative Fact Sheet 
on archaeology at Castle Hill Heritage 
Park.  (Source: 
<www.baulkhamhills.nsw.gov.au>)  

 

Figure 4.31  A fragment of transfer ware 
(1840–1900) recovered from the site 
during excavations in 2003 and 2004 by 
AMHS.  It may be possible to use such 
fragments in displays on site.  (Source: 
Archaeological Excavation Report, Castle 
Hill Heritage Park, AHMS, July 2005) 

 

Figure 4.32  A fragment of fine earthen 
ware edgeware (c1790–1860) recovered 
from the site during excavations in 2003 
and 2004 by AMHS.  It may be possible to 
use such fragments in displays on site.  
(Source: Archaeological Excavation 
Report, Castle Hill Heritage Park, AHMS, 
July 2005) 
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10162 LOC Box B13. 

• Mr George Suttor ML GPO 1—18042. 

• Dr William Bland (watercolour), 1845–1849 by Richard Read from a daguerreotype by George 
Goodman ML P2/250. 

• Rev William Branwhite Clarke, 1876, ML ZML917 on permanent loan Royal Society of NSW. 

• William Branwhite Clarke, Sydney Mail 1878, NLA pic-an9351872. 

• View of Old Asylum, Illustrated Sydney News, 16 July 1866. 

• Aerial Photographs—1943 RTA; 1947 Department of Lands; 1961 NSW Department of Lands.   

4.8  Endnotes 
 

1  Australian Government, Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts, 
<http://www.environment.gov.au/heritage/worldheritage/nominations/convict-sites.html>. 

2  National 1798 Visitor Centre, <http://www.iol.ie/~98com/>. 
3  Green Left, The Battle of Vinegar Hill, <http://www.greenleft.org.au/2008/741/38337>. 
 

 

 

 

 


