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THE PURPOSE OF THIS PLAN IS TO: 

•	 Guide future improvements to the public domain of the North Rocks Employment Precinct
•	 Enhance the visibility of the Precinct and ensue it has a clear image and identity.
•	 Improve amenity and accessibility for employees and visitors.
•	 Assist in the ongoing viability of the Precinct by encouraging investment and 

redevelopment.

FUTURE VISION - LOYALTY ROAD
ENTRANCE SIGNAGE



INTRODUC TION

WHAT IS THE PUBLIC DOMAIN?

The public domain is space that is publicly accessible for the whole community such as streets, roads and parks.  
An improved public domain can promote increased environmental amenity and accessibility of an area for the 
community. A high quality public domain can also act as a core attractor for investment in economic activity and 
business development.

WHAT IS A PUBLIC DOMAIN PLAN?

A Public Domain Plan serves as a manual to guide future improvements to the public domain. It provides a vision 
for an area and the design principles and elements to achieve the outcome.  For the North Rocks Employment 
Precinct, the Public Domain Plan will guide specific improvements to enhance the visibility, accessibility, 
identity and amenity of the precinct to ensure its ongoing viability, and to encourage increased employment 
opportunities and redevelopment. 

NORTH ROCKS EMPLOYMENT PRECINCT

The Precinct comprises approximately 46 hectares of industrial land accessed via Loyalty Road and North Rocks 
Road. It is located approximately 2kms from James Ruse Drive, Windsor Road and the North Rocks Town Centre.  The 
Precinct is surrounded by the extensive Excelsior Reserve and predominantly low density residential development. 
A pocket park, Bill Watson Reserve lies adjacent to the Loyalty Road entrance. An isolated pocket of four residential 
lots is located at the end of Loyalty Road.

Land uses within the precinct include light industrial, manufacturing, warehousing and urban support services. Lot 
sizes and building types are varied and range from 2,000m2 to over 9 hectares and include small strata complexes 
as well as substantial warehouses ranging in age and condition.

WIDER AREA MAP
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PRECINCT ENTRANCE - LOYALTY ROAD BUS STOP, NORTH ROCKS ROAD

HEAVY VEHICLE MOVEMENTS

BILL WATSON RESERVE

MANUFACTURINGBILL WATSON RESERVE

DEVELOPMENT ON NORTH ROCKS ROAD
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VISION FOR THIS PLAN 

An improved public domain within the North Rocks Employment Precinct will promote increased amenity and 
accessibility for workers and visitors and ensure the precinct is identifiable as an employment area. Improvements 
to the public domain will enhance investment and encourage employment growth and diversity within the 
Precinct.

OBJECTIVES FOR THIS PLAN 

This plan provides a framework of design principles to guide the implementation of improvements to the 
employment area.

•	 Create a clear identity for the North Rocks Employment Precinct.
•	 Improve the aesthetic quality and image of the Precinct. 
•	 Enhance pedestrian amenity and connectivity to bus stops and throughout the Precinct. 

VISION AND OBJEC TIVES



ANALYSIS

PLANNING AND INFRASTRUCTURE FRAMEWORK

The Hills Local Environmental Plan 2012, Development Control Plan 2012, and Section 94A Contributions Plan 
provide a planning and infrastructure framework for future development within the North Rocks Employment 
Precinct.  The Local Environmental Plan provides the primary controls for what activities can be carried out and the 
size of buildings, and the Development Control Plan provides greater detail for building setbacks and parking.  The 
Section 94A Plan provides a mechanism to fund key infrastructure (traffic signals at Loyalty Road and North Rocks 
Road) which ensure the Precinct can accommodate additional employment capacity. 

The preparation of a public domain plan to guide the development of, and improvement to, the public domain and 
streetscape, within employment areas is identified in Council’s Local Strategy which guides land-use planning and 
management in the Shire.  Together with proposed changes to the planning framework for North Rocks, the public 
domain plan will assist in achieving key objectives of the strategy namely:
 

•	E1 Accommodate the growth of a local economy
•	E2 Enhance the attractiveness of the Shire for new business and visitors
•	E3 Promote growth in local business and employment opportunities
•	E4 Enhance the use and viability of existing employment lands
•	E6 Encourage quality employment lands

SPATIAL ANALYSIS

Precinct Entrance
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PUBLIC DOMAIN ANALYSIS

PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIVITY

Whilst the entire Precinct is considered walkable (all areas are within 800m of the closest bus stop on North 
Rocks Road), no footpaths are located in the Precinct with the exception of North Rocks Road. The Precinct is 
not conducive to pedestrian activity however there are opportunities to improve pedestrian access through the 
precinct and to bus connections on North Rocks Road through the installation of footpaths on key routes in and 
out of the Precinct. This would improve the amenity and accessibility of the Precinct.

IDENTITY

The Precinct has no visible identity or image. The entrance to the Precinct is not signposted, with many passers-by 
unaware of its existence apart from the properties that front North Rocks Road. Even these buildings provide little 
indication of the extent of the employment land which lies behind. Significant front setbacks and landscaping 
appropriately reduce the street presence of industrial activity on North Rocks Road and enable the Precinct to 
function well alongside residential land.

The grassed triangular ‘island’ at the intersection of Loyalty Road and North Rocks provides a good opportunity for 
a clearly defined gateway into the Precinct. Signage, flag poles and landscaping are recommended as they would 
further highlight this entrance. 

LANDSCAPING AND STREET TREES

Bushland adjoining the perimeter of the Precinct is densely vegetated and steep. Many sites benefit from an 
attractive bushland outlook. Street trees are located sporadically throughout the Precinct and consist mostly of 
unkempt Callistemon (Bottle Brush) which do little to enhance the streetscape. The entrance to the Precinct via 
Loyalty Road is visually bland and non-descript. 

Planting is therefore recommended along both sides of Loyalty Road, being the main road within the Precinct, to 
create an attractive entrance and a sense of an identity throughout the Precinct.  Planting is proposed along one 
side of Trent Road and Lenton Place due to topographical constraints in these locations. 

Given its size when established Lagerstroemia Indica (Crepe Myrtle), is recommended as an appropriate species 
for new street trees within the Precinct as will not interfere with power lines and will not impede truck movements 
throughout the Precinct.  The species is also compatible in a bushland setting since it not known to become a 
bushland weed.  It also provides attractive seasonal foliage and flowers to enhance the streetscape.

LOYALTY ROAD STREETSCAPE EXISTING STREET TREES



 EXISTING AND PROPOSED FOOTPATHS
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PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIVITY

PRINCIPLES  

•	 Provide walkable linkages to employment land from local bus stops.
•	 Enhance and improve the walking environment. 
•	 Encourage pedestrian movement between sites and to cafes in the area.
•	 Low maintenance requirements. 
•	 Minimise trip hazards and safety issues from walking on roads and unpaved nature strips.  

STRATEGIES

•	 Provide standard concrete footpaths (1.2m) along both sides of Loyalty Road.
•	  Provide standard concrete footpaths (1.2m) along one side of Trent Road and Lenton Place. 

PUBLIC DOMAIN STRATEGY
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IDENTITY

PRINCIPLES  

•	   Highlight the entrance to the Precinct at North Rocks Road and Loyalty Road with entry signage to provide 
the precinct with an identity and increase community awareness

•	 Position and scale to be clearly visible on key vehicular approaches (along North Rocks Road). 

STRATEGIES

•	  Provide entry signage (pylon sign) at the intersection of Loyalty Road and North Rocks Road within the 
existing traffic island.

•	 Provide flag poles within the same traffic island. 
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ENTRY SIGNAGE TREATMENT AND DESIGN 

PRINCIPLE

•	  Provide signage at the Precinct entrance to allow pedestrians and motorists to locate the employment 
area.

MATERIAL/FINISH

Aluminium

FLAG POLE TREATMENT AND DESIGN

PRINCIPLE

•	  Flag poles highlight the Precinct entrance.

MATERIAL/FINISH

Extruded aluminium flag pole with a height of nine (9) metres.

           DESIRED ENTRY TREATMENT



STREET TREES 

PRINCIPLES

•	 Improve the image of the Precinct by providing consistent street tree planting.
•	 Provide street trees that are attractive and functional. 
•	 Provide trees that do not conflict with heavy vehicle movements and the bushland environment. 
•	 Provide street trees that minimise impact on paving, services and other infrastructure. 

STRATEGIES

•	 Provide Lagerstroemia Indica (Crepe Myrtle) at six (6) metre intervals at the following locations:
- Both sides of Loyalty Road
- Western side of Trent Road 
- Northern side of Lenton Place.

•	 Provide Tanika Lomandra and Dianella Caerulea on the ‘triangular’ island at the intersection of 
     Loyalty and North Rocks Road. 

LAGERSTROEMIA INDICA

TANIKA LOMANDRA 

DIANELLA CAERULEA 
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IMPLEMENTATION

The works proposed in this Plan consist of footpaths, street trees, footpaths and entrance signage to the Precinct. 
The desired footpaths are identified in Council’s Footpath Strategy for possible inclusion in the delivery program 
from 2019. 

Funds are allocated in Council’s Section 94A Contributions Plan for traffic signals at Loyalty and North Rocks Road 
incorporates the provision of landscaping and signage at the entrance to the Precint. 

Street trees will be secured as a condition of consent as part of the redevelopment of sites within the Precinct. 
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