
ADOPTED MASTERPLAN

25 AUGUST 2020

CASTLE HILL SHOWGROUND 

MASTER PLAN



“Castle Hill Showground is located within the Showground Precinct which 
will become a vibrant and well-connected neighbourhood with the opening 
of the Sydney Metro Northwest in a mere matter of months. We can also 
expect an additional 5,000 dwellings (Hills LEP 2019 Part 9 Clause 9.8) 
and the creation of 2,300 jobs as a result of this new transport link. As 
the Showground adjoins the station, there is a fantastic opportunity for 
the 130-year-old site to gain leverage from the new infrastructure and 
substantial growth that is forecast within the Precinct.” - Mayor of The 
Hills Shire, Dr Michelle Byrne

This report marks a major milestone in the masterplanning process.  The 
masterplan outlined in this report is for a 30 year vision for the Castle Hill 
showground. The Masterplan is positioned  to create a new 15 hectare 
entertainment and recreational hub for Sydney’s northwest. The iconic 
Showground site will become the primary civic space for a new precinct 
of 20,000 residents, catalysed by construction of the adjacent Metro 
station.

McGregor Coxall won a public tender process in March 2019 with a 
vision to retain the Showground as a place full of activity, adventure and 
amenity. Working in collaboration with Elton, HillPDA and MbM the team 
has established a commercially viable framework to create an integrated 
network of social infrastructure with clear pathways to delivery. These 
initiatives will be supported by collaborating architects CHROFI developing 
a flexible, multi-purpose architecture across the site, and project engineers 
Cardno assisting in creating evolutionary infrastructure for the precinct.

The masterplan reflects this project approach and the vision, which has 
been tested with community through ‘Have your say” online and post card 
surveys, three pop-ups; the Orange Blossom Festival, the Metro Station 
and Castle Hill Library, a presentation to the Showground Committee and 
two stakeholder workshops. This process resulted in over; 700 ‘Have your 
say’ responses, 250 attendees at the pop-ups, and 29 participants at the 
workshops.  While a range of opinions were represented in the feedback 
received, several recurring themes arose that are focused on green space, 
community, historic value, existing users and access. These themes are 
described in detail in the body of the report. 

In response to the vision for the site, community engagement and the 
masterplanning process six key areas have been defined. These include 
The Arena, The Promenade, The Village, The Icon, The Terraces,  and The 
Paddocks. The key areas incorporate existing uses and future needs whilst 
responding to the themes that have been raised by community. These key 
areas are covered in more detail in the body of the report.  

The outcomes of this plan, over the next 30 years, offers;  new areas for 
daily and future community events, shaded connections from the metro 
station to the Showground, a variety of spaces, destination and activities 
for a wide range of existing and future users, regional parklands that 
incorporate passive and active spaces and programs for all ages and level 
of ability, a new community sports facility, a distinctively designed building 
for future events, new space for Community uses, upgrades to areas 
that are in high usage or not reaching there full potential in servicing the 
community, and provision of connections to the surrounding precinct. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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The Castle Hill Showground has been a much-loved community and 
sporting destination for 130 years. 

The Showground is located in Castle Hill, one of Sydney’s north-western 
suburbs, approximately 31km north-west of Sydney CBD. The Site is 
situated between the Norwest Business park to the west and Castle Hill 
Town Centre to the east. 

Land uses surrounding the Showground include the newly constructed 
Hills Showground Station (south), an industrial park (west) adjacent to the 
Cattai Creek and residential dwellings surrounding the site to the south, 
west and north. 

In 2012, the NSW Government purchased 8.9 hectares of the Showground 
to construct the Hills Showground Station that forms one of the stations on 
the Northwest Metro line. The Hills Showground Station is located adjacent 
to the Site. The remainder of the 16.53 hectares site is still operated by 
the Hills Shire Council. 

The Hills Showground Metro Station opened in May 2019, delivering 
unprecedented public transport access to the Showground precinct. As the 
Showground precinct develops, it will need to be planned to incorporate 
future needs and perform its role as a major regional destination.

PROJECT POSITIONING

Note: Indicative built form only (2019)Note: Indicative built form only (2019)

TO NORWEST
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

The Hills Shire Council is committed to encouraging ongoing community 
involvement in planning for the future of the Castle Hills Showground. The 
draft concept plan, developed by the project team, took into consideration 
feedback previously received by Council on the Showground and fresh 
ideas from the 2019 rounds of engagement. 

Guiding the development of the Master Plan are six statements, which form 
the Vision for the Castle Hill Showground. This Vision has been tested by 
community through out the engagement process, they are:

 – Celebrate the historic value of the Showground;
 – Support the emerging community through a diverse range of activities;
 – Establish the Showground precinct as a vibrant regional destination;
 – Become a main point of interest along the Northwest Metro Line;
 – Create an economically viable precinct through day and night time 

offering;
 – Leverage the regional parkland setting and in particular Cattai Creek.

In addition to the testing of the Vision the teams proposals for the site 
were also canvases with the community. While a range of opinions were 
represented in the feedback received, several recurring themes arose that 
are focused on green space, community, historic value, existing users and 
access. These themes are described further on the following pages.
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Artist Impression only, ‘The Paddocks - Canine Area’, Castle Hill Showground - McGregor CoxallArtist Impression only, ‘The Paddocks - Canine Area’, Castle Hill Showground - McGregor Coxall

Enhancing the natural environment and open space offerings at the 
Showground is a top priority for current and future user groups. Many 
advocate for the inclusion of bicycle and walking paths throughout the site, 
including along Cattai Creek and connecting to Fred Catterson Reserve.

Described as “the lungs of Castle Hill”, people would like the Showground to 
become a place of play and discovery, including areas for passive recreation, 
as well as playgrounds/water parks/children’s facilities. Provision of shade 
was noted as very important in any future designs as the site is currently 
very exposed to the elements.

Green Space and Recreation

COMMUNITY THEMES
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Artist Impression only, ‘The Village’, Castle Hill Showground - Mcgregor CoxallArtist Impression only, ‘The Village’, Castle Hill Showground - Mcgregor Coxall

Many view the Showground as a place where a variety of interests and 
people converge in a “spirit of togetherness”. The future Showground, 
including an iconic multi-purpose building, is a place where no one group 
dominates – sports, festivals, concerts, markets, community, agricultural 
and theatre uses co-exist and complement each other, bringing all sorts 
of people to the precinct.

In its current form, however, people do not feel there is much reason to 
visit the precinct (outside of being a member of an existing club, using 
the Metro and/or attending the local markets). Suggestions such as 
playgrounds, cafés/restaurants, outdoor live shows, fitness stations and 
giant chess boards were mentioned as examples of activities that could 
draw in more people.

Some warned to not let commercial aspirations dominate future plans and 
to carefully manage impacts on surrounding residents, such as noise.

Community at the Centre
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Artist Impression only, ‘The Arena’, Castle Hill Showground - McGregor CoxallArtist Impression only, ‘The Arena’, Castle Hill Showground - McGregor Coxall

Concern exists that not all current users will be accommodated in the final 
designs. The important contributions of current user groups to the precinct 
were highlighted, and the need for them to remain was emphasised.

Given the Agricultural history of the Showground, existing stakeholders 
feel that animal based activities and exhibitions need to continue. 

Other groups, such as the Castle Hill Players, Computer Pals for Seniors and 
Budokan Judo Club, feel a close affinity to their spaces, having operated 
from them for many years and having used club resources to invest in 
upgrades to the spaces overtime. As the Master Plan is translated into 
detailed projects in the future, consultation with the relevant user groups 
will be imperative to ensure specific needs are understood.

A number of people acknowledged that it will be challenging to manage 
and coordinate the many user groups into the future, including maintenance 
of grounds after particular events, humans and animals coexisting, and 
ensuring live events are scheduled appropriately.

Maintaining Existing Uses and Historical Value

COMMUNITY THEMES
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Artist Impression only, ‘The Paddocks - Community Uses Area’, Castle Hill Showground - McGregor CoxallArtist Impression only, ‘The Paddocks - Community Uses Area’, Castle Hill Showground - McGregor Coxall

Many feel that a variety of transport modes should be supported in the 
Master Plan, including walking, cycling, car and public transport. Parking 
is currently an issue, particularly on event days and during business 
hours, and concern was expressed to ensure adequate parking in the 
future. Consideration of agricultural competitors and exhibitors with large 
vehicles as part of future plans was also raised, as was the potential of 
using adjacent sites and stations along the metro line to meeting some 
of the parking needs. 

Connectivity between the Castle Hill Showground and Fred Caterson Reserve 
should be encouraged to improve accessibility as well as providing parking 
opportunities that complement each site with pedestrian direct access. 

Connectivity is proposed via a pedestrian bridge over Showground Road 
extending from the Icon to the Tennis Centre at Fred Caterson Reserve, 
upgrading the existing Showground Road underpass at Cattai Creek, and 
improving the traffic signal crossing at the Showground Road and Gilbert 
Road intersection.

Accessing the Showground



Cattai Creek
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CONCEPT MASTERPLAN

The delivery of the Castle Hill Showground is intended 
to occur over three phases. These phases and the 
included components are outlined below; 

Phase 1 - Events Arena, Promenade & Food/ Beverage, 
Capark, Regional Parklands, Basin and Site Services

Phase 2 - Village, Regional Parklands, Carpark, High 
Ropes Course

Phase 3 - Icon, Community Sports Facility, Community 
Uses Area

Masterplan Delivery



De Clambe Dr.

Andalusian W
ay

Doran Dr.
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Showground Rd.

Adopted Masterplan
25 August 2020
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The Promenade will form an activate transition between the Metro station, 
the adjoining Neighbourhood Centre and the Showground. This proposal 
is a response to the existing open space of the Showground and future 
context of the Metro Development. 

The transition is based on a conceptual extension of the Neighbourhood 
Centre over and on to the edge of the Showground. The intent with this is 
that the precinct experience and connection is as seamless as possible for 
local users and visitors. The activation along the Promenade will incorporate 
destinational food and beverage providing a point of difference to the 
offering of the Neighbourhood Centre. 

The Promenade is intended as a place for meeting with friends and family 
for a morning catch-up, lunch or after work. It is ideally located in walking 
distance from the Metro station. The outlook is out over the open green 
space of the Arena. The Promenade will receive afternoon sunlight whilst 
also being protected from the summer sun by tree canopies, umbrellas 
and a shaded colonnade. 

Opera House, Sydney; Shaded seating for Outdoor DiningOpera House, Sydney; Shaded seating for Outdoor Dining

Darling Quarter, Sydney; Adjacent Spaces for Passive Recreation and Informal Seating

The Promenade

KEY AREAS

Barangeroo House Sydney; Colonnade Food and Beverage AreaBarangeroo House Sydney; Colonnade Food and Beverage Area
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The Arena is a large open space that supports daily uses and has capacity 
for large community events. It is connected to the Promenade by the public 
realm and shares connections to the Village area. 

The Arena is a homage to the spaces historic use as a place for showing-
off, gatherings and competing. The Arena is a consolidation of the existing 
elliptical open space. Its shape has been refined to incorporate a large grass 
berm, facing away from the setting afternoon sun. The berm acts as an 
amphitheatre with seating embedded to maximise the spaces’ potential for 
a variety of uses; from sporting codes to events of all sorts and scales. 

Framing the open space is a path that runs as a band around it. This path 
forms a loop for active recreation. The path is lined by trees which offer 
shade and cool spaces to rest. 

This next iteration of the space will see it enjoyed and highly used by a 
large variety of user groups for many years to come. 

Jubilee Gardens, London; Informal Seating and Passive Recreation Madrid Rio Park, Madrid; Concrete Seating Steps in Lawn

The Arena

Mushrif Central Park, Abu Dhabi; Looping Walking PathMushrif Central Park, Abu Dhabi; Looping Walking Path Belavista Park Lisbon; Outdoor PerformanceBelavista Park Lisbon; Outdoor Performance
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The Village will create a wide variety of new spaces for the community to 
gather. Located along the existing roadway into the Showground the Village 
is easily accessible by car, bicycle and on foot from the Metro. The Village 
incorporates the existing uses of the active clubs and proposes what the 
space could be like in the coming years given the new population arriving 
with the Metro development.

The Village incorporates the existing buildings and their unique history 
and character. It is considered that where needed, additions that are in 
keeping with the character and scale of the pavilions can be made, to 
accommodate new uses and required amenities. Examples of this could 
include; the addition of  large open doorways and windows so that the 
interior and exterior will blend. They may also consider the addition of  large 
verandas so that spaces can function throughout the year.

The Village area is intended as a pedestrian priority area that is well 
connected to and integrated with its setting. The Village will be an important 
support element for future community, providing complementary uses to 
the Neighbourhood Centre. The outcome of, which, will be the creation 
of an attractive destination, offering a diversity of uses such as: food and 
beverage, entertainment, education, and health and wellbeing.

Cabarita Park Conservatory, Cabarita; Flexible Use Spaces Restoration of Buildings For Wider Community UsesCabarita Park Conservatory, Cabarita; Flexible Use Spaces Restoration of Buildings For Wider Community Uses

The Village

The Newport Arms, Newport; Day Time ActivityThe Newport Arms, Newport; Day Time Activity Bowen Hills, Brisbane; Night Time ActivityBowen Hills, Brisbane; Night Time Activity

KEY AREAS
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The Icon will be an element of outstanding architecture. The Icon, if 
desired, could be visible from Showground Road and form a marker for 
the Showground itself. 

The Icon is located adjacent to the Assemble theatre and offers  a supporting 
role to the entertainment already provided. The Icon is conceived as a 
destination building for events and entertainment purposes that will assist 
in strengthening the Showgrounds role as a regional destination for the 
next 30 years as the surrounding community develops. 

From the Icon building there is also the potential of a new pedestrian 
bridge linking over the Showground Road to Fred Caterson Reserve. 

Barangaroo House, Barangaroo; Ground Floor ConnectionsBarangaroo House, Barangaroo; Ground Floor Connections The Darling Exchange, Sydney; Night ActivationThe Darling Exchange, Sydney; Night Activation

The Icon

Liverpool Civic Centre, Liverpool; Treatment of facade Liverpool Civic Centre, Liverpool; Treatment of facade 
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The Terraces form a regional parklands for the Hills Shire community. It 
utilises the topography of the site for a variety of recreational uses.

It is connected to the Village and provides turfed spaces along the top 
section of the Terraces for picnics, informal events and gatherings. As 
the Terraces drop away adventure play is incorporated into the existing 
vegetated areas, whilst in the more open spaces specifically design play 
elements, that transition the level changes down the slope, are integrated 
in to the landscape.  

The area adjacent to Showground Road could be utilised for a high ropes 
course. This area is more densely vegetated to enhance the natural 
character of the area and respond to the vegetation opposite in Fred 
Catterson Reserve. 

The area from De Clambe Drive to the edge of the Village incorporates a 
fitness trail and additional informal adventure play elements.  

The Ian Potter Wild Play Garden, Centennial Parklands; Adventure Play AreaThe Ian Potter Wild Play Garden, Centennial Parklands; Adventure Play Area

The Ian Potter Wild Play Garden, Centennial Parklands; High Ropes CourseThe Ian Potter Wild Play Garden, Centennial Parklands; High Ropes CourseSouthern Parklands Framework, Fitness TrailSouthern Parklands Framework, Fitness Trail

The Terraces

KEY AREAS
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The Paddocks is adjacent to Cattai Creek and the Terraces. It includes 
formalised linkages for bicycles and pedestrians from Fred Catterson 
Reserve to Carrington Road and beyond. The Paddocks is also intrinsically 
connected to the adjacent employment lands via views and once connected 
over Cattai creek will be shared by employees during the day. 

The area incorporates an upgraded Canine training area with the potential 
for the rectangular turfed area to be share by other groups when not in 
use by the Canine society. This space lends itself to smaller scale events 
than the Arena and could be used in unison during larger festivals or 
community events. 

The top corner of the paddocks may be utilised for engineered wetlands to 
resolve legacy flooding issues of the crossing to Fred Catterson Reserve. 

Also included in the Paddocks area is a space nominated for community 
uses. This area is designated to cater to arising needs and demands in 
the community over the next 30 years and could be used for multi use 
courts, skate boarding, community gardens, and community initiatives. 

Parramatta Park, Parramatta; Picnic ShelterParramatta Park, Parramatta; Picnic Shelter

The Paddocks

River Market, United States; Community GardensRiver Market, United States; Community GardensNarabeen Lagoon Path, Sydney, Bike PathNarabeen Lagoon Path, Sydney, Bike Path
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