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INTRODUCTION 
This report supports the development of a Landscape Master Plan for Sydney Water’s Trunk Drainage Land (TDL) within 
the Rouse Hill Development Area (RHDA), and includes adjoining lands owned by The Hills Shire Council (THSC), NSW 
Department of Planning and Infrastructure (DP&I) and Transport for NSW (TfNSW). The master plan area is located on 
Caddies Creek at Beaumont Hills (refer Figure 1). 

While the majority of the Master Plan Area (hereafter the site) is owned by Sydney Water, parts of the area are also owned 
by THSC, DP&I and TfNSW. DP&I holds two parcels of land to the west and north west of the site that are zoned for 
residential development. TfNSW holds a parcel of land in the south west corner of the site. The proposed North West Rail 
Link runs along the western boundary of the project site. The site is bordered to the south and west by Windsor Road, and 
otherwise local perimeter roads with residential development.  
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Within the RHDA, Sydney Water has responsibility for trunk drainage stormwater management. This role is primarily 
intended to protect people and property from flooding but also includes improving other factors such as water quality and 
waterway amenity. Sydney Water recognises that the TDL provides open space that contributes to visual amenity and 
recreational opportunities for the local community, and is working in collaboration with THSC to identify opportunities and 
constraints to develop the area for safe public use. 

In 2013 Sydney Water finalised its Plan of Management (PoM) for the RHDA. The PoM outlines Sydney Water’s land 
management responsibilities as well as a practical action program. The PoM identifies the following management 
objectives: 

 Flood management 
 Water quality management 
 Legislatively protected values and obligations such as threatened species and Aboriginal heritage 
 Public safety 
 Bushfire hazard management 
 Biodiversity and habitat enhancement, and biological corridors/links 
 Erosion and salinity management 
 Boundary integrity and encroachments 
 Access and movement corridors 
 Recreation and community use 
 Education and community awareness 
 Scenic and aesthetics 
 Co-operative management opportunities 

  

1 Project Overview 
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Figure 1 | Aerial photo of the site 
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The PoM identifies the need for a landscape master plan to provide an additional level of detail for the management of the 
site. THSC has a longstanding plan to develop the land it owns within the site, along with part of Sydney Water’s land, into a 
sports complex which would include playing fields, amenities blocks and public car parks. Council’s draft concept Master 
Plan is shown in Figure 2. 

Sydney Water has engaged the AECOM and Aurecon Joint Venture (AAJV) to develop the Landscape Master Plan. This 
document should: 

 Be consistent with the objectives and actions outlined within the Rouse Hill TDL Plan of Management 
 Include Council’s proposed sports complex, provided this can be achieved without compromising Sydney Water’s 

flood management and environmental responsibilities 
 Incorporate stakeholder and community feedback, where practicable, to ensure the plan reflects community and 

stakeholder preferences for the area. 
As part of the master planning process, Sydney Water undertook a community consultation ‘project introduction’ process for 
local residents, which included provision of a community newsletter (refer Appendix C) and a community survey (refer 
Appendix D). 

Council intends to obtain approval for the Sports Complex development with a Development Application (DA). Both Council 
and Sydney Water would be approving agencies for the DA. Council is currently preparing a Review of Environmental 
Factors (REF) for the Sports Complex project. As part of this process, AAJV aims to complete the Landscape Master Plan 
by the end of November 2013 for use by Council. The Landscape Master Plan / Concept Master Plan for the Sports 
Complex would be placed on public exhibition from December 2013 until the end of February 2014. Comments would then 
be collated, and a decision made as to whether it is warranted to amend the Landscape Master Plan, or adopt and approve 
it as exhibited. 

1.1 Master Planning Process 
The master planning process was comprised of the following key elements: 

Project Inception 

 Initial on-site briefings and inspection with Sydney Water and Council 
 Preparing and delivery of a community newsletter (refer Appendix C) to inform local residents of the project, and the 

timing of the full public consultation process, including with a community survey to obtain early feedback with regard to 
the project (refer Appendix D) 

 Background document review (refer ‘References’) 
Early Reporting 

 Preparing an Aboriginal Heritage Due Diligence Assessment (refer Appendix B) to gain a broad understanding 
potential Aboriginal archaeology issues, and any ‘next steps’ required in order to obtain development approval 

Issues and Opportunities 

 Undertaking an issues and opportunities assessment process with associated mapping (refer Figures 3-7) 
 Facilitating a workshop with key stakeholders to present early findings and seek input regarding any additional issues 

that should be considered as part of the master planning process 
 Undertaking of a gap analysis and provision of an up-dated listing of issues and opportunities that should be explored 

Master Plan 

 Preparing a Draft 1 Master Plan drawing set followed by a further workshop with key stakeholders 
 Preparing Draft 2 and Final Master Plan Drawings and associated Landscape Master Plan Report. 
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    Figure 2 | Draft Concept Master Plan for Sports Complex by The Hills Shire Council  
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ISSUES AND 
OPPORTUNITIES 
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Issues 
 Diversity of land ownership, stakeholders needs and interests, and land development programs at different stages 

ranging from ‘early site planning’ to ‘detail planning’, all needed to be taken into consideration during the master plan 
assessment and design process. The key stakeholders comprise: 

 Sydney Water  
 The Hills Shire Council 
 Department of Planning and Industry 
 Transport for NSW (TfNSW) 
 Roads and Maritime Services 

 Land Ownership issues need to be addressed 

 Sydney Water to acquire land owned by TfNSW within the TDL 
 Sydney Water to remove unauthorised fill on the Amber Tiles site (now owned by TfNSW) and reinstate to 

riparian corridor 
Opportunities 

 Potential for pedestrian / cycle linkages under the North West Rail Link ‘Skytrain’ viaduct between the master plan 
area and development west of Windsor Road 

 

Refer Figure 3. 

  

2 Land Ownership and Zoning 
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Figure 3 | Land Ownership and Zoning Plan 
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3 Hydrology 
3.1 Soils 
Issues 

 High salinity / sodicity risk / high erosion hazard 
 Poor drainage / waterlogging / shallow, mostly saline water table 

3.2 Flooding 
Issues 

 Isolation of playing fields during flood events 
 Watercourses actively eroding – anticipated increase in scour around playing fields 
 Amber Tiles site – filling within the riparian corridor impacting flood levels 
 Future fill in the DP&I land as well as proposed erosion control measures (such as large woody debris to control areas 

of potential increased scour) in the creeks, have not been taken into account within the current flood modelling 

Opportunities 
 Stream rehabilitation – potential for use of large woody debris / increased riparian corridor width - facilitates 

watercourse equilibrium over long term, engages floodplain with greater frequency. Canopy shade maintains plasticity 
of clay with algae cover, and creates cool / moist microclimate 

 Monitor stream weak points after storms - determine how active / if intervention required – photo monitoring could be 
undertaken by bush regenerator 

3.3 WSUD 
Issues 

 Polluted run-off (roads) / in-stream litter and gross pollutants have contributed to poor water quality 
 The modified flow characteristics of the catchment due to large impervious areas surrounding the site has led to a 

decrease in ground permeability and infiltration. This has resulted in increased frequency of flows into the 
watercourses, along with associated increases in erosion and sedimentation issues 

 Extensive salinity hazard 

Opportunities 
 Recycled water irrigation to playing fields – requires sandy soil underlay for flushing of salts 
 Rainwater tanks – toilet flushing 
 Swales – to treat all hard surface run-off (e.g. entry roads / carparks) 
 Wetlands – to harvest / treat base-flow runoff from catchment and re-use on playing fields 
 ‘The Outlook’ pond - poor water quality / high in nutrients / too hot. Opportunities to increase shade with tall edge tree 

planting and provide floating wetland for water quality treatment 
 Habitat creation – e.g. ephemeral depressions for threatened Red-crowned Toadlet, to match existing habitat 
 Locally harvest runoff to Melaleuca forest with minor bunding for stormwater treatment 
 Stormwater Quality Improvement Devices (SQIDS) – Provide pollutant and litter control devices to treat runoff from 

Windsor Road, and trash racks to collect gross pollutants in watercourses 

3.4 Safety 
Issues 

 ‘Deep water’ pond adjacent to Dunross Place and ‘The Outlook’ pond – drowning hazard 
 Rugby and soccer fields are isolated in larger flood events – potential hazard 
 Pedestrian culvert under Samantha Riley Drive – potential for entrapment in flood events 

 

Refer Figure 4.  
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 Figure 4 | Hydrology Plan 
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4 Ecology 
4.1 Endangered Ecological Communities 
Issues 

 Many areas of Cumberland Plain Woodland ‘Critically Endangered Ecological Community’ (CEEC) and River-flat 
Eucalypt Forest ‘Endangered Ecological Community’ (EEC) [hereafter CEEC and EEC collectively referred to as EEC] 
are subject to substantial levels of weed invasion, however exhibit good potential for regeneration and re-vegetation. 

 Informal access, construction of BMX tracks, bush cubby houses, etc. 

Opportunities 
 Increase connectivity of riparian / bushland corridor with EEC throughout site  
 Potential to substantially rehabilitate, enhance and extend existing EEC throughout site 
 Bushland tracks could be used to control access through EECs 

4.2 Red-crowned Toadlet 
Issues 

 Existing Red-crowned Toadlet habitat impacted by eastern playing fields (high conservation ranking) 
 Threatened species – Species Impact Statement likely to be required 

Opportunities 
 Habitat re-creation as part of riparian restoration process / increase in area of suitable habitat 

4.3 Other Threatened Species 
Issues 

 Masked Owl, Grey-headed Flying Fox, Eastern Freetail Bat, Turquoise Parrot identified on site 
 Cumberland Plain Land Snail - ‘Expected to occur’ on the site / existing suitable habitat present 
 Potentially other threatened microbats use the site, e.g. Eastern Bent-wing, Greater Broad-nosed, Southern Myotis. 

Opportunities 
 Habitat creation including open water bodies for microbat foraging 

4.4 Regionally Significant Species 
Issues 

 Swamp Wallaby and Crested Shrike-tit identified on the site 

4.5 Feral Fauna and Weeds 
Issues 

 Cats, dogs, rabbits, black rats, foxes and Indian mynahs all observed on the site 
 There are many areas of weed infestation within the site as shown on Figure 5, in particular Blackberry, Bridal 

Creeper, Large Leaved Privet and Green Cestrum 

4.6 Bushfire 
Issues 

 Parts of site classified as having ‘Extreme’ and ‘High Risk’ bushfire hazard. Required management with Hazard 
Reduction Zones, including EEC with impact on ecological values 

 Bushfire Management Report prepared for SWC for all TDL. Refer Appendix A for further detail of bushfire 
management approach 

Refer Figure 5. 



13 
 

 

 Project *0070* Caddies Creek Master Plan Report – 12 December 2013 – DRAFT 2 FOR PUBLIC CONSULTATION     
 

Figure 5 | Ecology Plan
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5 Heritage 
5.1 Aboriginal Heritage 
Issues 

 The area of the proposed playing fields is located at the confluence of three watercourses, and is likely to have been 
subject to repeated or intensive occupation activity by Aboriginal people due to factors such as: the flat to gently 
undulating / inclined creek flats, and bordering footslopes / low spurs; the availability of rich food resources, and a 
source of permanent potable water.  

 As a part of the master planning process, Sydney Water commissioned an Aboriginal Due Diligence Assessment for 
the site. The assessment found that substantial archaeological testing has previously been undertaken on the site, 
including: 

 20 test pits at time of sewer main installation (1993) – 12,300 artefacts found (stone) 
 33 test pits (2002) - Estimate of 10-20 artefacts per sq.m across the site / more on high ground. Large knapping 

feature found (50sq.m) 

 Previous reporting has also identified several areas of Potential Archaeological Deposit (PAD), which cover greater 
than 50% of the site, and a range of sites which include axe grinding grooves, resource and gathering, artefact 
scatters and potentially a scarred tree. The current assessment also identified an area of Archaelogical Sensitivity, 
which covers much of the remainder of the site. Refer Figure 6 

Risk Impacts 
 Proposed works: 

 Fall within areas of PAD and locations of two artefact scatters 
 Are less than 50m from two axe grinding groove sites and a potential scarred tree 

Key Report Recommendations 
 Further investigation to land which has a high potential for archaeological deposit, including: 

 Preparation of an Aboriginal Archaeology Report, which may require test excavation to determine the extent and 
nature of archaeological material 

 Consultation with Registered Aboriginal parties (RAP) 
 Obtaining of an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) for locations where impacts to Aboriginal 

heritage are unavoidable 
 Preparation of an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment report in support of an AHIP 

 
Refer Figure 6 and Appendix B. 

 

5.2 European Heritage 
Opportunities 

 A line of old split-log fence posts remains in the far north of the site – no specific heritage listing - potential to retain as 
a relic of interest  

 

Refer Figure 6. 
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Figure 6 | Heritage Plan 
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6 Access and Infrastructure 
6.1 Access 
Issues 

 Traffic entering sports fields by Millcroft Way. There will also be  additional traffic on Millcroft Way when Wilkins 
Avenue access to Windsor Road is closed 

 Timing of access to baseball diamond dependent upon residential development to DP&I land 
 Watercourses impede pedestrian east-west access across the site 
 Maintenance issues 

 The Outlook Park – resident complaints re. lesser level of service than when land release developer maintained it 
- requests for the water feature to be turned back on 

 Informal construction of facilities e.g. BMX tracks, and informal play facilities such as rope swings and climbing 
footholds cut into tree trunks off Dunross Place 

 Night lighting to playing fields (training level) 
 Illegal tipping, including garden refuse into bushland. Also rubbish tipping (mainly along Windsor Road) 
 Redundant fences / barbed wire / tipped materials, e.g. car tyres adjacent to Kirkton Place 
 Potential hazardous materials within two filled dams, e.g. asbestos 
 Safety – deep water ponds / flood risk at Samantha Riley Drive underpass 
 Lack of adequate public safety warnings. 

Opportunites 
 Signalised intersection at Millcroft Way / Windsor Road 
 Improved walking / cycling 
 Sporting facilities 
 Family recreation amenity area 
 BBQ / picnicking, etc. 
 Bush walking trail 
 Interpretation – Aboriginal occupation / ecological (EEC’s and threatened species, e.g. Red-Crowned Toadlet). 

 

6.2 Infrastructure 
Issues 

 Underground services 
 Major roads at site boundaries disrupt fauna corridor movement and present a hazard for wildlife 

Opportunities 
 Overhead fauna crossing to Windsor Road on Caddies Creek (refer Figure 5). 
 Water quality control wetlands which also provide landscape amenity 

 

Refer Figure 7.  
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Figure 7 | Access and Infrastructure Plan 
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LANDSCAPE MASTER PLAN 
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7.1 Introduction 
The landscape master plan balances a number of competing priorities such as: 

 The conservation and expansion of remnant EECs, including habitat for threatened species such as the Cumberland 
Land Snail and Red-crowned Toadlet, while still facilitating access to these areas by the public 

 The incorporation of measures such as large woody debris within watercourses to facilitate erosion control and habitat 
creation, while also having the effect of increasing the frequency with which storm flows will overtop the banks and 
impact upon flood levels 

 Increasing the extent of native vegetation across the site, while also recognising the potential for increased resultant 
bushfire hazard risks to nearby dwellings and the need to manage for this, potentially requiring increased width of 
Hazard Reduction Zones within the EECs 

 ‘Inviting’ the public into Sydney Water land, while also having to reduce hazard risks associated with existing features 
such as the ‘deep water’ pond adjacent to Dunross Place. 

 
Key priorities for the master planning process have been to: 
1. To address actions arising from the Plan of Management for Sydney Water Lands in the Rouse Hill Development Area 

(2013) 
2. To provide an open space and recreation outcome that meets all of Sydney Water’s management obligations (refer 

s.7.11) 
3. To facilitate Council’s plans for the incorporation of playing fields and associated infrastructure within the site 
4. To ensure that the needs of all key stakeholders have been addressed in a highly consultative manner, including early 

notification to nearby residents of the master planning process, and future opportunity for community feedback 
5. To create a viable core / corridors of bushland that minimise factors such as edge to area ratio, and should assist over 

time in reducing associated weed management requirements   
6. To explore opportunities for the implementation of WSUD opportunities, including retro-fitting existing development to 

the east and south of the site, and workshopping opportunities with Urban Growth for the incorporation of WSUD 
within new residential development proposed to the west and north-west of the site. 

7. To create a landscape outcome that substantially enhances environmental outcomes, while also meeting the needs of 
existing and future adjacent residents for readily accessible open space, and for visual amenity 

8. To have a well connected recreational area that links in to regional shareway systems, including: 

 under the proposed Skytrain for residents west of Windsor Road 
 east-west linkages across the south-to-north draining watercourses  

7.2 Playing Fields 
The Master Plan shows a possible arrangement of playing fields. Council is yet to finalise which sports will be catered for on 
the site.  

The concept for the main sports area comprises two soccer fields / cricket oval and a rugby field to the north. The fields will 
be constructed on an elevated pad with an anticipated maximum height of 1.2m above existing ground levels. The playing 
field pads will be designed to maximise water infiltration through the field underlay material to minimise field closure times 
after wet weather. The height of the fields is set to a level just above the 2 year storm event. The fields are serviced by a 
sporting pavilion including outdoor BBQ facilities and seating areas, along with a car park to hold 116 cars. These fields will 
be accessed via Millcroft Way.  

A separate baseball field is proposed to the west of Caddies Creek, again on an elevated pad, with a smaller pavilion and 
car parking for 30 cars. The location of the access road for this development is to be developed in conjunction with the 
design of proposed adjoining future residential development.  

All playing fields are proposed to have a training level of floodlighting. 

7 Landscape Master Plan 
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7.3 Interpretation 
The site possesses a rich Aboriginal history with many opportunities to interpret this. Significant opportunities for 
interpretation include: 

 Design, signage, art work and naming of the sporting pavilions 
 Provision of entry signage at Millcroft Way 
 Interpretive elements incorporated within the cycle / footpath network, and  
 Choice of plant species used for both landscaping and as a component of the riparian restoration process with 

Aboriginal food source plants indigenous to the local area. 
The aim of the process is to describe the rich history of sustainable Aboriginal utilisation of the area, including information 
on landforms, significance of Country, artefacts, scarred trees, axe grinding grooves, food sources and stone tool resources 
in the area. This will help to create a connection for all communities to the historical importance of the site. Refer Appendix 
B for the Aboriginal Heritage Due Diligence Assessment report. 

Design of the interpretation strategy should address the issue of how to minimise the danger of vandalism to sensitive sites 
without the need for fencing. 

7.4 Access / Open Space 
An extensive network of shareways (footpath / cycleways) are proposed throughout the site, which link with regional bicycle 
routes. Additionally, smaller low key bushland tracks are proposed, in some cases formalising existing tracks through areas 
of EEC.  

An existing grove of Melaleucas adjacent to Kirkton Place lends itself to a subtle / low impact creation of a new informal 
recreation area, in conjunction with the restoration of an existing pond adjacent to Dunross Place, an informal meandering 
pathway, and select areas of mown grass and informal seating. A similar opportunity exists to the west of Caddies Creek 
alongside a future residential area, where informal open areas with turf, seating and native grasses would form a transition 
to the fully structured riparian corridor. A larger family recreation and amenity area is proposed adjacent to Phoenix Avenue, 
incorporating views to the possible wetland, groves of trees, BBQs, seating and a kickabout area. The open space 
associated with ‘The Outlook’ pond adjacent to Samantha Riley Drive is proposed to be upgraded with new pathways, 
signage, planting, seating and a ‘floating wetland’. Wayfinding signage is proposed to be located at all pedestrian / cycle 
entry points, in addition to key locations throughout the site. 

7.5 Traffic 
The main vehicular entry point to the site will be via Millcroft Way. A new signalised intersection is proposed at the junction 
of Millcroft Way and Windsor Road to improve traffic flow. Other potential vehicular entry points are proposed from 
Sanctuary Drive to the future residential development adjoining the master plan area in the north-west of the site, and 
Windsor Road, both subject to future design. 

7.6 Bushland 
The master plan has been designed to: 

 Minimise as far as practicable the loss to existing endangered ecological communities (EECs) 
 Significantly increase the extent of these areas through the widening and connecting of the existing riparian corridors, 

using local provenance plantings consistent with the species found with the EECs 
 Enhance the quality of the retained EECs / manage the newly revegetated areas through the implementation of an 

ongoing bushland regeneration / management process. 
A potential opportunity has been identified for a new wetland adjacent to the proposed public recreation and amenity area at 
Phoenix Avenue, in an existing low-lying, difficult to manage area which is subject to a dense monoculture infestation of tall 
reeds (cumbungi / bullrush). The provision of a wetland to this area could provide multiple positive benefits including habitat 
creation, public amenity and potentially also a water quality improvement function. 

7.7 Bushfire Risk Management 
The master plan incorporates Hazard Reduction Zones (HRZ) where required periodic fuel reduction measures will take 
place. Refer to Appendix A for a summary of the bushfire risk management process. 
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7.8 Fauna 
There is potential for the loss of an area of Red-crowned Toadlet habitat (a threatened species) in conjunction with the main 
proposed playing field area (refer Figure 5). A number of locations have been indicated at the northern end of Caddies 
Creek where compensatory wetland habitat could be created for the Red-crowned Toadlet, which would mimic the 
characteristics of the existing habitat. The final location and design of this new habitat would be the subject of a detail 
design process. 

A new fauna crossing is proposed over Windsor Road to connect the two areas of bushland for tree dwelling mammals. 

The opportunity for a wetland adjacent to the proposed public recreation and amenity area at Phoenix Avenue would, 
through the provision of open waterbodies, provide forage habitat for locally occurring threatened micro-bat species. 

7.9 Hydrology 
The earthworks required for the creation of the playing fields will cause localised increased flood velocities. It is anticipated 
that this will result in some areas of increased scour along both Caddies Creek and Strangers Creek within the vicinity of the 
playing field pads. It is proposed that this impact be addressed through the use of large woody debris within the bed and 
banks of the watercourses, which also creates a range of increased habitat opportunities, and will cause the watercourses 
to more frequently engage the floodplain with associated ecological benefits. The batters of the playing fields are proposed 
to be protected from localised increases in velocity through the incorporation of swathes of native grasses. 

7.10 Water Quality 
A series of water quality initiatives have been proposed as part of the master plan, as follows: 

 A water sensitive urban design (WSUD) opportunity to retro-fit existing residential areas adjacent to the master plan 
area (Millcroft Way / Phoenix Avenue, and Drummond Road / Cradle Close / Benson Road / Sanctuary Drive [south 
end]) with a ‘disconnected impervious surfaces’ WSUD strategy along these edges. Broadly, the process collects, 
treats and stores stormwater up to the 3 month event, which is then used for playing field irrigation. In addition to 
improving water quality. This approach would improve stream health by more closely mimicking pre-development flow 
regimes, where rainfall from the smaller storm events did not enter the water course via run-off, but rather through a 
much slower process of infiltration and travel via groundwater 

 The future residential subdivisions to the west of the site are proposed to explore appropriate WSUD strategies as an 
integrated component of the subdivision design process 

 Vegetated swales are proposed to convey stormwater runoff from roads, carparks and any other hard ground surfaces 
associated with the sporting fields 

 Stormwater tanks are proposed to collect runoff from the sport pavilions for re-use, e.g. toilet flushing 
 A ‘floating wetland’ is proposed to be incorporated into the upstream end of the ‘The Outlook’ pond to improve water 

quality. Water quality would also be improved through the incorporation of tree planting around the edge of the 
waterbody to increase shade and reduce water temperatures 

 Trash racks are proposed to be installed to the upstream end of Caddies Creek; immediately downstream of the ‘The 
Outlook’ pond; and to the upstream end of the unnamed tributary entering the site from the west. Additionally, a 
pollution control device is proposed to be installed at the upstream end of the unnamed tributary to improve road run-
off quality from Windsor Road. 

7.11 Management 
Sydney Water management actions are funded through the ‘River Management Charge’. They are prioritised to achieve 
maximum benefit from a limited budget, as detailed below:  

 High Priority - described as ‘must do’ legislative obligations relating to:  

 Flood management  
 Water quality  
 Protected values (e.g. threatened species, Aboriginal heritage)  
 Public safety  
 Bushfire hazard management  
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 Medium Priority - described as ‘should do’ activities, and include:  

 Biodiversity and habitat enhancement  
 Biological corridors / links  
 Erosion and salinity management  
 Land tenure and boundary issues  

 Low Priority - described as ‘could do’ (long-term) activities, and include:  

 Access and movement corridors  
 Recreation and community use  
 Education and community awareness  
 Scenic and aesthetic issues  
 Co-operative management  

A key outcome of this master plan process is the identification of responsibilities for the on-going management of the 
master plan area, ensuring that as part of this process the above Sydney Water requirements are met. A detailed 
breakdown of management responsibilities will be defined in the Land Use Agreement which will be negotiated at a later 
stage between Sydney Water and Council. 

7.12 Further Assessment 
The following issues are recommended for further assessment resulting from recommendations of the Landscape Master 
Plan: 

 That further flood modelling take place for the site to incorporate the effects of: 

 Likely proposed filling to the Urban Growth land  
 the potential incorporation of a new road bridge to link the two Urban Growth land holdings 
 proposed pedestrian bridges within the site 
 erosion control measures within watercourses, particularly within the area of potential increased scour between 

the two playing field pads (refer Figure 4) 
 earthworks within the vicinity of the Amber Tiles site, including the removal of fill, and potentially also some minor 

increases in fill to facilitate development in this area  

 That the playing fields proposal be amended if/ as necessary to off-set any increase in the 1 in 100 year ARI arising 
from the above 

 That the bushfire report for the Sydney Water Trunk Drainage Lands (Travers Bushfire & Ecology, 2013) be updated 
and HRZ widths re-assessed as the increases in the extent of bushland proposed within this Master Plan are 
implemented 

 That during the detailed design of the playing fields, the location and viability of the existing Red-crowned Toadlet 
habitat immediately adjoining the eastern playing fields be assessed under relevant legislation, and that the restoration 
of bushland within the site include for the creation of habitat suitable for the Toadlet 

 That further survey be undertaken for the Cumberland Plain Land Snail in the warmer months when the Snail is active, 
in accordance with the recommendations of the flora and fauna survey (UBM Ecological Consultants, 2010), before 
any increase in the extent of the Hazard Reduction Zones or location of bushwalking trails are put in place. 
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Figure 8 | Landscape Master Plan 
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Figure 9 | Landscape Details 
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Bushfire Risk / Management 
Sydney Water has commissioned a ‘Bushfire Protection and Hazard Reduction Zone Creation Assessment’ for all areas 
within the Rouse Hill Trunk Drainage Lands owned by Sydney Water. Key finding of the assessment are provided below: 

Risk Areas 
Extreme and High Risk Areas 

 Kirkton Place (north) 

 25m wide Hazard Reduction Zone (HRZ) to dwellings (managed by Council) 
 HRZ within private lots (managed by owners) 

 Kirkton Place and Dunross Place 

 20m HRZ to lot boundary 

 Drummond Road / Benson Road 

 25m HRZ to select dwellings  
 20m HRZ to lot boundary 

Other Areas 
 Adjacent to Phoenix Avenue (not assessed, managed by Council) 

Hazard Reduction Zones 
Issues 

 Hazard reduction zones have been designed to minimise environmental impacts 
 Most hazard reduction by hand removal, some hand mowing where previously mown 
 Maintained by bush regeneration contractor 
 Focus is ‘hazardous fuels’ < 25mm dia. and ‘fine fuels’ < 6mm dia. 
 Approach reduces fire intensity and spread 
 Method: 

 Selective removal of trees to disconnect canopies through which fire can spread 
 Remove allocasuarina / acacia species to stop a fire fuel ladder effect between the ground layer and tree 

canopies 
 Small shrubs can be retained within the area as follows: 

> Clumps of a maximum size of 10sq.m 
> Not under trees where possible, etc. 

 Grasses 
> Slashing to 150mm 

 Surface litter 
> 4t/ha – equates approximately to a litter depth of 10-20mm 

 Timing 

 Implement works prior to the bushfire season (in September), and  
 Mid-season (January) if seasonal growth demands 

 Monitoring and review 

 Address ongoing bush restoration processes and potential increase in bushfire risk 
 Dynamic process – requires regular review  
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Note: Elements of this report have been removed to avoid the potential for damage to sensitive sites. These comprise the 
plan within the heritage report that shows the location of Aboriginal sites, site photos, eastings and northings, location points 
and other location point descriptions. Figure 6 within the main report provides an overview of sensitive areas.  
 
  

Appendix B 
Heritage Report 
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25 October 2013 
 
Daniel Cunningham 
Sydney Water 
Level 10, 1 Smith St 
Parramatta NSW 2150 
 
Dear Mr Cunningham,  
 
RE: Aboriginal Heritage Due Diligence Assessment for Caddies Creek Masterplan 

1.0 Introduction 

AAJV was commissioned by Sydney Water Corporation (SWC) to undertake an Aboriginal Heritage Due 
Diligence Assessment of trunk drainage land owned by SWC that Hills Shire Council (Council) propose to partially 
develop into sports playing fields and associated infrastructure as part of the Caddies Creek Masterplan.  
 
The purpose of this assessment was to identify potential impacts to Aboriginal heritage and provide appropriate 
management measures for potential impacts, including instances where further investigation may be required.  
 
The contents of this short letter report have been compiled with reference to the NSW Office of Environment and 
Heritage’s (OEH) Due Diligence Code of Practice for the Protection of Aboriginal Objects in NSW 2010 (NSW 
Department of Environment Climate Change & Water, 2010a). This code has been developed to assist 
proponents in exercising due diligence when carrying out activities that may harm Aboriginal objects.  

2.0 Relevant Legislation 

The National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 (NPW Act), administered by OEH, is the primary legislation for the 
protection of Aboriginal cultural heritage in NSW. The NPW Act gives the Director General of OEH responsibility 
for the proper care, preservation and protection of ‘Aboriginal objects’ and ‘Aboriginal places’, defined under the 
Act as follows:  
 an Aboriginal object is any deposit, object or material evidence (that is not a handicraft made for sale) relating 

to Aboriginal habitation of NSW, before or during the occupation of that area by persons of non-Aboriginal 
extraction (and includes Aboriginal remains).  

 an Aboriginal place is a place declared so by the Minister administering the NPW Act because the place is or 
was of special significance to Aboriginal culture. It may or may not contain Aboriginal objects. 

Part 6 of the NPW Act provides specific protection for Aboriginal objects and places by making it an offence to 
harm them. The NPW Act includes a ‘strict liability offence’ for harm to Aboriginal objects and places. A ‘strict 
liability offence’ does not require someone to know that it is an Aboriginal object or place they are causing harm to 
in order to be prosecuted. Defences against the ‘strict liability offence’ include the carrying out of certain ‘low 
impact activities’, prescribed in Clause 80B of the National Parks and Wildlife Amendment Regulation 2010 (NPW 
Regulation), and the demonstration of due diligence.  
 
An Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) is required for Part 4 and Part 5 Projects under the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act (EP&A Act) if impacts to Aboriginal objects and/or places cannot be avoided. An 
AHIP is a defence to a prosecution for harming Aboriginal objects and places if the harm was authorised by the 
AHIP and the conditions of that AHIP were not contravened.  

3.0 Proposed Activity 

Council propose to construct four sports playing fields and associated amenities, car parks, roads and 
pedestrian/cycle tracks for blocks of land currently owned separately by SWC, Council and the Department of 
Planning and Infrastructure (DP&I) as part of the Caddies Creek Masterplan Figure 1.  
 
The Masterplan area (study area) broadly comprises: 
 

 Caddies Creek and tributary bounded by Kirkton Place, and Windsor Road in the south and west; 

 Sanctuary Drive in the north; and 

 Strangers Creek bounded by Drummond Road / Cradle Close and Townsend Circuit / Benson Road, and 
the southern section of Sanctuary Drive in the east, Samantha Riley Drive in the south and Phoenix 
Avenue and Millcroft Way to the west.  
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Key features of the development will include: 
 
- Rugby, soccer and hockey fields; 

- An athletics track; 

- A baseball/softball field; 

- A basketball court; and  

- Associated facilities including change rooms, store rooms, spectator facilities and car parking.  

Ground surface disturbances likely to occur as a result of the development include major earthworks incorporating 
cut and fill activities to raise and level the ground surface.  

4.0 Data Sources 

Information regarding the known and potential Aboriginal archaeological resource of the study area 
was obtained from: 
 A review of the landscape context of the study area and surrounds that influences the patterning of sites;  

 A review of existing Aboriginal Heritage Information Management System (AHIMS) data for all land within the 
study area obtained from OEH by AECOM on 6 September 2013  (Appendix A);  

 A review of the findings of past Aboriginal archaeological investigations within the study area and surrounds; 
and  

 A site inspection undertaken within the study area on 16 September 2013. 

4.1 Landscape Context 

Environmental variables such as topography, geology, hydrology and vegetation will have played a critical role in 
influencing how Aboriginal people moved within and utilised their respective Country. Accordingly, any attempt to 
predict or interpret the character and distribution of Aboriginal sites in a given area must take such environmental 
factors into account. Key observations from a background review of the landscape context of the study area are 
as follows: 
 

 Topographically, the study area can be broadly characterised as flat and gently undulating, with 
elevation ranging from 38 – 46 m AHD (Australian Height Datum), increasing in the northwest, adjacent 
to Windsor Road. Research has shown that landform elements most commonly suited to repeated or 
intensive occupation activity by Aboriginal people include flat to gently undulating / inclined creek flats 
and bordering footslopes/low spurs. 

 The study area is dominated by flood plain associated with Caddies and Strangers Creeks, which are 
moderately incised and form a confluence in the northern portion of the study area. The permanency of 
potable water sources in this area is likely to have played an important role influencing the nature and 
duration of Aboriginal activity in their vicinity. More permanent watercourses are likely to have attracted 
more intensive or longer-term occupation activity. 

 Available geological mapping indicates that the surface geology of the study area is dominated by 
Quaternary alluvium of fine-grained sand, silt and clays associated with Caddies and Strangers Creeks. 
Plumpton Ridge, a geological feature associated with the St Marys formation, is a well-known source of 
silcrete for Aboriginal stone artefact manufacture in Western Sydney, and is located approximately 5 km 
west of the study area. 

 Key land use impacts include native vegetation clearance, grazing, construction of vehicle tracks, and 
erosion - particularly along creeklines. The implications of these land use impacts include the 
disturbance of pre-existing sites and deposit(s) through both direct and indirect (e.g., erosion) means, 
resulting in a loss of archaeological integrity.  
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Figure 1: Proposed Development and Aboriginal sites 

PLAN 
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4.2 AHIMS Database 

A review of the AHIMS database obtained from OEH on 6 September for a 5 x 5 km area centred on the study 
area indicated that seven Aboriginal sites are located within and directly adjacent to the study area. In addition, 
other sites are located within 50 m of proposed bicycle and pedestrian access tracks. Table 1 lists all identified 
AHIMS sites within the study area. 

4.2.1 Additional Sites Not Registered with AHIMS 

Mapping provided to AECOM by Council (see Appendix B) has indicated that an additional six Aboriginal artefact 
scatters are located within the study area that were not identified by the AHIMS search. Of these, two are labelled 
with site names. Background research by AECOM has determined that these two sites were previously recorded 
by (Grinbergs (2005) but to date have not been registered on the AHIMS database.  
 
No information was available at the time of writing for the remaining four artefact scatters. Further investigation 
and discussion with Council’s Heritage Officer will be required to ascertain the nature of these four sites and their 
provenance. 
 
In addition, a review of the locations of AHIMS registered sites within the mapping provided by Council was 
undertaken. This identified that the locations of AHIMS sites incorrectly plotted on their map. Therefore, it is 
possible that the four additional unnamed sites may also have been incorrectly mapped. Table 1 lists all identified 
sites within the study area. 
 
Table 1 Aboriginal sites within the study area (Coordinates and details removed) 

Site Name Site Type Reference (s) Comment 

RH/CD 6 Rouse 
Hill 

Axe grinding 
grooves 

Brayshaw 
McDonald Pty 
Ltd, 1993a 

Valid 

RH/CD12 
(PAD24);Rouse 
Hill; 

PAD Mcdonald, 1993 Large area at the confluence of Caddies and 
Strangers Creeks comprising approximately 21 
ha. Section 90 AHIPs were granted for two test 
excavation and salvage programmes (S.90 
#SZ275 and S.90 #SZ355). Excavations 
completed in 1993 (McDonald & Rich) and 2002 
(Jo McDonald Cultural Heritage Management 
Pty Ltd). 

No.100 Windsor 
Rd.; 

Scarred 
Tree 

Byrne, 1994 Valid 

RH/CD8 Rouse 
Hill 

Axe grinding 
grooves 

McDonald, 1993 Valid 

RH/CD12 Resource 
and 
gathering  

Jo McDonald 
Cultural Heritage 
Management 
Pty Ltd, 2002 

A review of the AHIMS site card for this site 
indicates it is a duplicate of site 45-5-0932 and is 
not in fact, a resource and gathering site.  

PAD 1 Windsor 
Road 

PAD HLA 
Envirosciences  

Valid (no site card available). 

NWRL PAD10 PAD Godden Mackay 
Logan Pty Ltd & 
Jo McDonald 
Cultural Heritage 
Management 
Pty Ltd, 2012 

Valid. According to the AHIMS site card, the 
PAD comprises a 100 m corridor on either side 
of Caddies Creek.  

Caddies Creek 1 Artefact 
scatter 

Grinbergs, 2005 Not registered on AHIMS. Description provided 
in associated report. 

Caddies Creek 2 Artefact 
scatter 

Grinbergs, 2005 Not registered on AHIMS. Description provided 
in associated report. 

Council AS1 Artefact 
scatter 

Council mapping Not registered on AHIMS. 

Council AS2 Artefact 
scatter 

Council mapping Not registered on AHIMS. 

Council AS3 Artefact 
scatter 

Council mapping Not registered on AHIMS. 
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Site Name Site Type Reference (s) Comment 

Council AS4 Artefact 
scatter 

Council mapping Not registered on AHIMS. 

* UTM Co-ordinates estimated from geo-referenced mapping provided by Council 

4.3 Previous Archaeological Investigations 

Existing AHIMS data for the study area indicates that a number of archaeological investigations incorporating 
survey and/or excavation have been carried out within the study area and surrounds over the past three decades. 
The results of all available investigations undertaken within and in close proximity to the current study area are 
summarised in Table 2 below. 
 
Table 2 Previous archaeological investigations within and in close proximity to the study area 

Author Year 
Investigation 
Type 

Distance to study 
area  

Key findings 

Brayshaw McDonald 
Pty Ltd 

1993 Archaeological 
survey 

Within study area 
and surrounds 

A total of 27 Aboriginal sites, comprising 15 open 
artefact sites, three rockshelters, seven grinding 
grooves sites, one scarred tree, and one rock 
engraving were identified. In addition, 15 areas of 
PAD were recorded. Of these, an axe grinding 
groove site occurs within the study area.  

McDonald 1993 Archaeological 
survey 

Within study area 
and surrounds 

A total of 11 Aboriginal sites, comprising 10 open 
artefact sites and one grinding groove site were 
identified. In addition, 4 areas of PAD were 
recorded. Of these, an axe grinding groove site 
occurs within the study area.  

Jo McDonald & Rich 1993 Archaeological 
salvage 
excavations 

Within study area Archaeological salvage excavation was 
undertaken. A total of 20 test pits were excavated 
along the alignment of a sewer pipeline at 10 m 
intervals across the study area. Extension 
squares were then excavated at locations where 
significant or complex assemblages were 
identified. A total of 12,298 artefacts were 
recovered as part of the excavations with silcrete 
the dominant raw material present.  

Jo McDonald Cultural 
Heritage 
Management Pty Ltd 

2002 Archaeological 
salvage 
excavations 

Within study area Archaeological salvage excavation was 
undertaken. A total of 33 test pits were excavated 
over the area followed by sixty-eight 1x1m² open 
area pits. During the test excavation 985 
artefacts were recorded and 6330 were recorded 
during the open area excavations. Artefact 
densities of 10-20/m² were found across the 
study area. Higher densities of artefacts were 
identified within elevated areas with lower slopes 
containing lower densities. Vertical stratigraphic 
profiles were observed across the excavation 
areas. A large knapping feature was identified 
which extended over 50m². 

Grinbergs 2005 Archaeological 
survey 

Within study area Two Aboriginal artefact scatters were identified 
during the survey. In addition, land within 50 m of 
Caddies Creek, and the ridgeline west of Caddies 
Creek within the study area were identified as 
having subsurface archaeological sensitivity. To 
date, sites identified as part of this study have not 
been registered on AHIMS.  
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Author Year 
Investigation 
Type 

Distance to study 
area  

Key findings 

Godden Mackay 
Logan Pty Ltd & Jo 
McDonald Cultural 
Heritage 
Management Pty Ltd 

2012 Archaeological 
survey 

Within study area 
and surrounds 

A total of 27 Aboriginal sites, comprising open 
artefact sites and PADs were identified along the 
rail corridor. Of these, a PAD site was identified 
within the current study area.  

 

5.0 Site Inspection 

A visual inspection of Aboriginal sites within the study area was undertaken by AECOM archaeologist Geordie 
Oakes on 16 September 2013. The purpose of the site inspection was to establish the location and condition of 
Aboriginal sites within the study area and determine the risk of impact from the proposed development. Table 3 
summarises the results of the visual inspections undertaken and photos of the study area are provided in 
Appendix C. 
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Table 3: Site inspection results 

Site Type Site extent Surface 
artefacts 
observed? 

Subsurface 
archaeological 
sensitivity  

Comment Impact risk  

Axe 
grinding 
grooves 

10 x 10 m No Low Site is in good condition and has been 
fenced to avoid being impacted by 
surrounding developments (Plate 1).  

Low. The mapped location of the site 
is 120 m from the proposed 
development. 

PAD 21 ha No High The area of PAD is largely undisturbed. 
Thick vegetation present along creeklines. 
Past excavations have demonstrated high 
densities of stone artefacts are present 
within the PAD area (Plate 2). 

High. The proposed development will 
directly impact subsurface deposit 
likely to be present within the PAD 
area.  

Scarred 
Tree 

10 x 10 m N/A – Not 
Relocated 

N/A – Not 
Relocated 

The scarred tree was not located during 
the site inspection.  

Low. The mapped location of the site 
is 80 m from the proposed 
development.  

Axe 
grinding 
grooves 

10 x 10 m N/A – Not 
Relocated 

N/A – Not 
Relocated 

The grinding grooves were not located 
during the site inspection. Thick weed and 
grass cover resulting in reduced ground 
surface visibility.  

Low. The mapped location of the site 
is 50 m from the proposed 
development on the eastern bank of 
Strangers Creek. 

Resource 
and 
gathering  

N/A N/A N/A A review of the associated site card 
determined one site is the same site as 
another identified. 

N/A 

PAD Unknown No High The area of PAD is located adjacent to 
Caddies Creek in the southern portion of 
the study area (Plate 3). 

High. The proposed development will 
directly impact subsurface deposit 
likely present within the PAD area. 

PAD 100 m 
either side 
of Caddies 
Creek 

No High The area of PAD has been mapped as 
100 m either side of Caddies Creek (Plate 
4). 

High. The proposed development will 
directly impact subsurface deposit 
present within the PAD area. 
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Site Type Site extent Surface 
artefacts 
observed? 

Subsurface 
archaeological 
sensitivity  

Comment Impact risk  

Artefact 
scatter 

10 x 10 No High No surface artefacts identified during the 
site inspection. Ground surface visibility 
extremely poor due to thick grass and 
blackberry bush (Plate 5). 

High. The proposed development will 
directly impact the mapped location of 
the site. 

Artefact 
scatter 

60 x 20 No High No surface artefacts identified during the 
site inspection. Ground surface visibility 
extremely poor due to thick grass and 
blackberry bush (Plate 6). 

High. The proposed development will 
directly impact the mapped location of 
the site. 

Artefact 
scatter 

Unknown No N/A No surface artefacts identified during the 
site inspection of mapped co-ordinates. 
Possibly incorrectly mapped (Plate 7).  

Moderate. The mapped location of the 
site is 20 m from the proposed 
development. 

Artefact 
scatter 

Unknown No N/A No surface artefacts identified during the 
site inspection of mapped co-ordinates. 
Possibly incorrectly mapped (Plate 8). 

Low. The mapped location of the site 
is 50 m from the proposed 
development. 

Artefact 
scatter 

Unknown No N/A No surface artefacts identified during the 
site inspection of mapped co-ordinates. 
Possibly incorrectly mapped (Plate 9). 

Moderate. The mapped location of the 
site is 10 m from the proposed 
development. 

Artefact 
scatter 

Unknown No N/A No surface artefacts identified during the 
site inspection of mapped co-ordinates. 
Possibly incorrectly mapped (Plate 10). 

Low. The mapped location of the site 
is 50 m from the proposed 
development. 
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6.0 Key Findings & Recommendations 

Key findings of this assessment are: 
 A review of background reports and existing AHIMS data has identified 12 Aboriginal sites within the 

study area. Of these, five have been assigned a high impact risk as they are within the impact area of the 
proposed development.  

 Two sites have been assigned a moderate impact risk as they are within 20 m of the proposed 
development.  

 Five sites have been assigned a low impact risk as they are 50 m or greater distance from the proposed 
development.  

 Consideration of both the landscape context and previous archaeological investigations undertaken 
within the study area suggests that land within the study area has a high potential for subsurface 
archaeological deposit. Specifically, archaeological deposit, comprising stone artefacts, is predicted to 
occur within 100 m of Caddies and Strangers Creeks. Mapping undertaken for this assessment indicates 
that these areas of potential archaeological deposit will be impacted by the proposed development.  

 Four artefact scatter sites were identified on mapping provided to AECOM by Council that appear to be 
incorrectly mapped or not currently registered on the AHIMS database.  

On the basis of the above findings, the following recommendations are made: 
 

 It is recommended that further archaeological investigation be undertaken within the study area. This 
should include the preparation of an Aboriginal Archaeological report in accordance with the Code of 
Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in New South Wales (NSW Department of 
Environment Climate Change & Water, 2010b) and consultation with Aboriginal parties be undertaken in 
accordance with the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Consultation Requirements for Proponents (NSW 
Department of Environment Climate Change & Water, 2010c). Preparation of the Archaeological report 
may include archaeological test excavation to determine the nature and extent of subsurface 
archaeological material.  

This recommendation is in accordance with Section 8 of the Due Diligence Code of Practice for the 
Protection of Aboriginal Objects in NSW 2010 (DECCW 2010) where a desktop assessment and/or 
visual inspection indicates that there are Aboriginal objects in the area of a proposed activity, more 
detailed investigation and impact assessment are required.  
 
Where impacts to Aboriginal heritage are unavoidable, a Section 90 AHIP will be required. An AHIP must 
be supported by an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment Report prepared in accordance with the 
Guide to Investigating, Assessing and reporting on Aboriginal Cultural Heritage in NSW (NSW Office of 
Environment & Heritage, 2011)  

 An updated site card should be prepared and submitted to the AHIMS register for the duplicated site  

 AHIMS site cards should be prepared for sites Caddies Creek 1 and Caddies Creek 2 identified in 
Caddies Creek Playing Fields, Beaumont Hills Final Indigenous Heritage Assessment Report (Grinbergs, 
2005) not currently registered on AHIMS.  

 Further investigation and discussion with Council’s Heritage Officer will be required to ascertain the 
nature and provenance of the four unidentified artefact scatter sites identified on Council’s heritage 
mapping.  

 Prior to the commencement of on-site works, a toolbox talk should be given to all relevant contractors so 
that they are aware of the location and nature of Aboriginal sites in the area and their legal 
responsibilities under the NP&W Act with respect to avoiding impacting those sites.  
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Yours faithfully 
 
 

 
 
Geordie Oakes 
Archaeologist 
geordie.oakes@aecom.com 
Direct Dial: +64 2 89340610 
Direct Fax: +64 2 89340001 
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Appendix B – Council Heritage Mapping 
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Appendix C – Site Photos 
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Appendix C 
Community Newsletter 



 

SW87 

Endangered Cumberland Plain Woodland will be protected and restored under the landscape master plan 

Caddies and Strangers Creek 

Landscape Master Plan 
Rouse Hill Land and Waterways Program 

Sydney Water and The Hills Shire Council invite residents to help plan the future use 
of land around Caddies and Strangers Creek, Beaumont Hills.  

What is the landscape master 
plan about? 
Sydney Water is developing a landscape master 
plan (the plan) for its land around Caddies and 
Strangers Creek. The plan will also include 
adjoining lands owned by The Hills Shire Council 
and Transport for NSW. 

The plan will identify opportunities and constraints 
for future use of the area. These must be balanced 
with the need to manage the flood plain and 
protect the environmental and cultural heritage 
values of the area. 

The plan will also protect the area’s recreation and 
scenic amenity values.  

 

Proposed sports complex 
The Hills Shire Council proposes to develop a 
sports complex that extends into Sydney Water’s 
and part of the Department of Planning and 
Infrastructure’s land around Caddies and 
Strangers Creek. 

This would benefit the local community by 
providing facilities for various sports. It would 
include playing fields, amenities, car parking 
facilities and cycle paths. 

The sports fields would be located in open areas to 
minimise environmental impacts, while existing 
bushland would be preserved and enhanced. 

Sydney Water supports Council’s proposal in 
principle and is working with Council to explore this 
opportunity. 
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An example of landscape restoration done by Sydney 
Water on Strangers Creek in 2009 

An example of high quality Cumberland Plain Woodland 
on Strangers Creek 

Melaleuca Forest near Caddies Creek and Strangers 
Creek that could be used for recreation purposes 

 

What are Sydney Water’s 
management responsibilities? 
Sydney Water owns land around Caddies and 
Strangers Creek which is within the ‘one in a 
hundred year’ flood level. 

We manage this land in line with the following 
priorities: 

• ‘Must do’ legislative obligations: 

- Flood management 

- Water quality 

- Environmental and heritage values 

- Public safety 

- Bushfire hazard management. 

• ‘Should do’ environmental activities: 

- Enhancing biodiversity and habitat 

- Managing biological corridors 

- Erosion and salinity issues. 

• ‘Could do’ long-term activities: 

- Community access and recreation 

- Education and awareness 

- Aesthetics and scenic amenity 

- Cooperative management issues. 

Any development in this area must address these 
management obligations and priorities. 

Why is the landscape master 
plan important? 
The landscape master plan will guide Council’s 
proposed development and the ongoing 
management of the area, by considering the 
proposal in a broader context. 

The plan will help maintain the ecological values of 
the area, guide regeneration and restoration of 
endangered Coastal River-Flat Forest and 
Cumberland Plain Woodland, and respect cultural 
heritage values. 

It will also maintain and enhance recreational and 
scenic values. 
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Landscape master plan area  
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Open grassy areas provide excellent opportunities for 
community recreation 

Progress 
Sydney Water has engaged AAJV to develop the 
landscape master plan. The plan is being 
developed in consultation with Council, 
government agencies and the broader community. 
The landscape master plan will be finalised in early 
2014. 

Council will lodge a development application 
subject to our consent as land owners. As part of 
this they are conducting an environmental 
assessment and preparing concept designs that 
address our management obligations and 
priorities. 

Council will prepare detailed designs once this 
application is approved. 

Consultation 
Sydney Water encourages community feedback to 
help to develop the landscape master plan. 

You can participate by completing the online 
survey at www.sydneywatertalk.com.au under 
‘Caddies and Strangers Creek Landscape 
Master Plan’. Surveys close Friday 8 November 
2013. 

A draft for the landscape master plan will be on 
public exhibition from December 2013 to February 
2014. You will be able to comment during this time. 

Council’s concept design will be on public 
exhibition during the development application 
assessment period in 2014. 

Council will consider Aboriginal heritage matters 
during the planning and assessment process. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More information 
To learn more about the proposed sports 
complex please contact: 

Andrew King 
Manager Infrastructure Planning 
The Hills Shire Council 
129 Showground Rd, Castle Hill NSW 2154 

Call: 9843 0242 

Email: aking@thehills.nsw.gov.au 

To learn more about the landscape master plan 
please contact: 

Bronwyn Rosser 
Community Relations Advisor – AAJV 
2 Palmer Street, Parramatta NSW 2124 

Call: 8934 0699 

Email: bronwyn.rosser@aecom.com 

Visit: www.sydneywatertalk.com.au 
under ‘Caddies and Strangers Creek 
Landscape Master Plan’ or 

www.sydneywater.com.au under ‘Rouse 
Hill Land and Waterways Program’. 
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Appendix D 
Community Survey 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for participating in the Caddies Creek Landscape Master Plan survey. You will have an 

opportunity to comment on the draft Landscape Master Plan when it is put on public display later this 

year. 
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