
CONSTRUCTION ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PLAN  
 

Aspect Impact Mitigation Measures 

Soils Loss of soil Minimise disturbance to soils and vegetation 
by clearly demarcating the works area with 
barrier tape or similar. 

Stabilise all areas as soon as possible after 
completion of any works with brush 
matting, jute mesh and leaf litter or similar 
(see project vegetation management plan). 

A detailed CEMP would be prepared prior to the 
start of works. The project CEMP must 
incorporate the findings of the project Erosion 
and sediment Control Plan and requirements of 
Council’s Erosion and Sedimentation Policy and 
the Blue Book. 

Vegetation 
removal 
(General) 

Introduction of fungal diseases1 and 
weeds 

Thoroughly clean vehicles and equipment to 
remove all adhering soil or plant debris before 
entering the site. 

Death or injury to fauna Ecologist to assess trees for removal for 
presence of fauna prior to removal. 

Carefully move debris by hand or by machinery 
to allow fauna to disperse. If very sedentary 
species are encountered, such as Dural Land 
Snails, relocate by hand to nearby refugia. 

Death/Injury to small cryptic fauna 
species 

(amphibians and reptiles) 

Stage macrophyte removal. 
Day1: Slash vegetation to 300mm 
Day 2: Slash vegetation to 150-200mm 
Day 3: Hand search by ecologists for frogs; 
slash vegetation to < 50mm; commence works. 
Ecologist site walkover prior to excavation to 
relocate any fauna observed to undisturbed 
areas adjacent to the site. 

Vegetation removal Clearly delineate extent of works area prior to 
commencement of vegetation removal. 

Erosion Install appropriate sediment control measures2 
(silt fences, straw bales etc) around cleared 
areas if required. 

 

 

1 Phytophthora cinnamomi's growth, reproduction and spread is favoured by free water in the soil or ponding on the water 

surface. Consequently, the movement of infested water and soil play a key role in the spread of this pathogen, and in contrast 

to other pathogens of natural ecosystems, human activity has played a significant role in the spread of P. cinnamomi in 

infested soil (http://www.cpsm.murdoch.edu.au). In NSW, strong evidence of Phytophthora cinnamomi-induced dieback has 

been identified in forest, woodland and heathland vegetation in the Catchment Management Authority (CMA) areas of 

Hawkesbury–Nepean, Hunter–Central Rivers, Northern Rivers, Southern Rivers and Sydney Metropolitan (McDougall & 

Summerell 2003; Daniel et al. 2006). 

2 Erosion control devices are to be maintained until mobilisation of sediment from the works area ceases. Devices can then 

be removed. This will generally be achieved when vegetative cover reached 90% and the disturbed area stabilises. Erosion 
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Vegetation 
removal 

Loss of habitat/ disturbance Remove native vegetation prior to works for 
re-use as brush matting. 

Schedule noisy works outside 
breeding/nesting season and migratory bird 
presence. Breeding generally occurs in spring 
and summer with the optimal time for noisy 
works to occur in late summer to late autumn. 

Dust Particulates in air from windblown 
dust 

Rehabilitate exposed areas immediately after 
excavation and associated works are complete. 

Water and/or cover fill during construction. 

Respond as soon as possible to any complaints 
received from the community. 

Contaminated 
dust 

Particulates in air from windblown 
dust impact human health 

Implement an “unexpected finds protocol” to 
facilitate appropriate management of 
potential unexpected contamination. All staff 
involved in excavation to be provided with 
appropriate PPE. If contamination is found 
during works all work must cease immediately. 

Air pollution Degraded localised air quality Machinery, including plant, vehicles and 
equipment must be turned off when not in use 

Machinery, including plant, vehicles will be 
maintained at all times 

Respond as soon as possible to any complaints 
received from the community. 

Noise Community Disturbance Inform the community of works through 
information signage and letterboxing nearest 
residents. Information provided should include 
the methods, duration, and timing of works 
and a contact person for any problems. 

Schedule construction works between 7am- 
5pm Monday to Friday and 8am to 1pm 
Saturdays. No works are to be undertaken on 
Sundays or public holidays. 

Use silenced equipment where appropriate and 
possible. Machines producing excessive noise 
(as compared to industry best standard) should 
be replaced or repaired immediately. 

Site staff must avoid the use of radios or stereos 
outdoors where residents can be affected and 
avoid shouting, minimise talking loudly and 
slamming vehicle doors. Truck drivers and plant 
operators   must   be   informed   of designated 
vehicle  routes,  parking  locations,  acceptable 

 

control devices will need to be maintained at greater than 75% capacity and inspected (and cleaned if required) after rainfall 

events as required to maintain 75% capacity. 
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  delivery hours or other relevant practices (for 
example, minimising the use of engine brakes, 
and no extended periods of engine idling). 

Complete all noisy activity within the minimum 
time possible. 

Vibration Community Disturbance Maintain vibration impacts within DECCW 
guidelines (Assessing vibration: A technical 
guideline) and the appropriate Australian 
standard (AS 2187.2-1993). 

Damage to nearby dwellings Undertake vibration monitoring as required 
and use methods described in the project 
Geotechnical report. 

Traffic and 
transportation 

Traffic increased due to construction 
work 

All truck movements will occur within standard 
working hours. 

Obstruction of access Instruct all drivers of work related vehicles to 
keep roadways clear and stay on formed roads 
and within designated site parking areas. 

Observe all load limits and speed limits on 
access roads 

Damage to existing roads Prepare dilapidation report of the immediate 
works areas prior to works and at completion of 
works. Provide copies of reports to relevant 
road authority. Repair any damage. 

Visual 
Amenity 

Reduced visual amenity 
Equipment/plant/machinery/fencing 
Stockpiled items 

Store all equipment/plant/machinery within 
confined and designated areas in an orderly 
fashion 

Keep stockpiles  within designated  work areas, 
and use/remove as soon as practicably possible 

Restore areas immediately after construction 
and associated works 

Site soils and 
vegetation as 
waste 

Pollution due to incorrect disposal Classify and track any contaminated soils 
discovered. Dispose of green waste 
appropriately. 

Waste 
generation 

Pollution due to incorrect disposal Ensure that sufficient and secure waste bins are 
available onsite for disposal of waste by 
workers or that workers remove all waste daily. 

Transport and 
equipment 

Greenhouse gases produced Where possible choose local suppliers to 
minimise distances travelled 

Switch vehicles/equipment/plant off when not 
in use and minimise periods of idling 

Pollution due to fuel spill During construction, machinery will refuel 
according to appropriate Safety Work Method 
Statements. In the event of an unexpected 
spill of pollutants subcontractors and council 
staff would exercise appropriate procedures 
detailed in their Safety Work Methods 
Statement. 

Indigenous 
heritage 

Disturbance to known and unknown 
sites, places or relics 

If any relics or items are discovered during any 
works then all works must cease and the Office 
of Heritage and the Environment and the 
Aboriginal Heritage unit contacted. 
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Non- 
indigenous 
heritage 

Disturbance to unknown sites, places 
or relics (eg drains, culverts) 

If any substantially intact relics or items not 
pre-identified are discovered during 
excavation, then all works must cease, and the 
Heritage Council of NSW contacted. 

 


