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Development anD  
threateneD SpecieS FaQS

The Hills Shire is home to a wide range of native plants and 
animals and their habitats, including some that are listed as 
Threatened and Migratory.

Special consideration is required if a proposed development 
may affect Threatened or Migratory biodiversity*. 

1. Where are ThreaTened and MigraTory 
biodiversiTy lisTed?
Threatened and Migratory biodiversity* are listed under the 
NSW Threatened Species Conservation Act (1995) and the 
Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act (1999). 

2. hoW do i find ouT if My proposed 
developMenT May affeCT ThreaTened or 
MigraTory biodiversiTy?
A proposed development may affect Threatened or Migratory 
biodiversity if it could affect its potential habitat.

As a guide, a development would be likely to affect potential 
habitat if it would affect any of the following:

•	 Remnant	native	vegetation,	including	bushland; 
•	 Living	or	dead	trees	containing	hollow	limbs	or	trunks;

•	 A	wetland	or	vegetation	surrounding	a	wetland; 
•	 A	creek;	or 
•	 A	bridge	or	culvert.

There are a range of resources available that provide 
information on the approximate locations of Threatened and 
Migratory biodiversity and their habitats.
These resources should be used as a guide only as they may not 
accurately depict the distribution of Threatened and Migratory 
biodiversity. They include:
•	 	THSC’s	map	of	vegetation	communities,	which	can	be	

purchased	from	Council;
•	 	Atlas	of	NSW	Wildlife	contains	information	on	the	

distribution of species, which can be accessed online (see 
‘Links’);

•	 	DECC^	“Native	Vegetation	of	the	Cumberland	Plain”	map	
shows vegetation communities in the southern and western 
parts	of	the	Shire	and	can	be	accessed	online	(see	‘Links’);

•	 	DEWHA^^	distribution	maps	of	Threatened	and	Migratory	
biodiversity,	available	online	(see	‘Links’).

*	The	term	‘Threatened	and	Migratory	biodiversity’	refers	to	
all species, populations and ecological communities listed as 
Threatened or Migratory under the Acts.
^	DECC	is	NSW	Department	of	Environment	and	Climate	Change
^^	DEWHA	is	Federal	Department	of	Environment,	Water,	
Heritage and the Arts
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3. The developMenT proCess relaTing To 
eCologiCal assessMenT:

4. WhaT do i need To do if My proposed 
developMenT May affeCT ThreaTened or 
MigraTory biodiversiTy?

If a proposed development may impact on a Threatened 
or Migratory species, population or ecological community 
or its habitat, the potential impacts on biodiversity must 
be considered through the preparation of an Ecological 
Assessment.

5. WhaT is an eCologiCal assessMenT?

An Ecological Assessment is an assessment of the ecological 
values of an area and considers the likely impacts of a 
development on biodiversity, including Threatened and 
Migratory biodiversity. An Ecological Assessment involves:

•	 	A	‘desktop’	search	for	records	of	Threatened	or	Migratory	
Biodiversity	on	or	near	the	subject	area;

•	 	An	ecological	survey	of	the	site;

•	 	Consideration	of	the	likely	impacts	of	the	development	on	
biodiversity,	and;

•	 	A	report	detailing	the	methods	and	results	of	the	
assessment, including any Assessments of

Significance,	and	recommendations	with	regard	to	the	impacts	
of the proposal on biodiversity. The Ecological Assessment 
should	be	submitted	to	Council	with	the	Development	
Application. For further information on what is required, refer to 
Council’s	fact	sheet	titled	‘Ecological	Assessment	for	Proposed	
Development	-	a	Guide	for	Applicants.’

6. Who Can underTake an eCologiCal 
assessMenT?

An Ecological Assessment must be undertaken by a person with 
a	tertiary	qualification	in	Environmental

Science or a related discipline and who can demonstrate 
expertise in the ecological matters being assessed.

A list of ecological consultants is provided on the website of the 
Ecological Consultants Association of New South Wales.

7. WhaT if My proposed developMenT 
Would be likely To have an iMpaCT on 
ThreaTened or MigraTory biodiversiTy?

If a proposed development is deemed likely to have an impact 
on a Threatened or Migratory species, population or ecological 
community, then it is a requirement that the impact must 
be considered through the preparation of an Assessment 
of	Significance.	The	Assessment	of	Significance	determines	
whether or not the impact of the proposed development 
on Threatened or Migratory biodiversity is likely to be a 
“significant”	impact.

Assessments	of	Significance	must	be	prepared	in	accordance	
with any published guidelines relating to them and be included 
in the Ecological Assessment report.
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8. WhaT if iT is deeMed ThaT My proposed 
developMenT is likely To have a 
‘signifiCanT’ iMpaCT on ThreaTened or 
MigraTory biodiversiTy?
If it is determined that a proposed development would be 
likely	to	have	a	‘significant’	impact	on	Threatened	or	Migratory	
biodiversity, there are two options:

1.   Amend the proposal such that it would not result in a 
significant	impact	on	Threatened	or	Migratory	biodiversity,	
or;

2.   In relation to Threatened biodiversity listed under the NSW 
Threatened Species Conservation Act, prepare a Species 
Impact Statement in accordance with requirements 
provided	by	the	Director-	General	of	the	NSW	National	
Parks and Wildlife Service and/or

3.   In relation to Threatened and Migratory biodiversity 
listed under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act, refer the matter to the Federal Minister 
for the Environment for consideration as to whether 
Ministerial approval is required.

9. hoW Can i avoid CosTly hold-ups WiTh 
My appliCaTion?
When biodiversity issues are not considered during the design 
stage of a proposed development, it may be necessary to 
amend	the	proposal	significantly	in	order	to	reduce	the	impacts	
on biodiversity. This may result in the development assessment 
process being stalled while additional information is being 
prepared.

This can be avoided by:

•	 	Obtaining	advice	from	an	ecological	consultant	in	the	early	
stages of the design of the proposed development with 
respect	to	the	ecological	values	of	the	site	and;

•	 	Contacting	Council	to	discuss	ecological	issues	and	
constraints on the site and the information required to be 
submitted as part of the Ecological Assessment.

links
DECC	www.environment.nsw.gov.au

DEWHA	www.environment.gov.au

Ecological Consultants Association of NSW www.ecansw.org.au

Atlas of NSW Wildlife 
www.wildlifeatlas.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au

furTher inforMaTion
If you are unsure, please ask 
Time spent early may avoid delays later

Customer service Centre: 
3 Columbia Court, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153

phone: 9843 0555

duty Town planner: 9843 0469

hours: 8:30 am to 4:30 pm, Monday to Friday

Website: www.thehills.nsw.gov.au

Gang	Gang	Cockatoo

disClaiMer
This fact sheet provides a summary of the major issues 
concerning Ecological Assessment. Any person using

this document must do so on the basis that not every scenario 
and issue can be addressed, and discussion

with	relevant	staff	at	Council’s	Customer	Service	Centre	should	
be undertaken. This document is subject to

change without notice.


