Controlling
Privet

Identifying Privet

in The Hills Shire Council Area

Small-leaf Privet (Ligustrum sinense)

• A
 small tree usually growing 4 to 12 m tall.
• It has large glossy leaves that are oval with a pointed tip.
• Berries are purplish-black or bluish black colour and
area 9mm in diameter.
• Flowers are white/ cream and have four petals.

• E
 vergreen to semi-deciduous, small tree usually growing to
5m tall
• Small, opposite leaves
• White fragrant flowers
• Berries are 4-7mm long and are black when ripe

Broad-leaf privet flowers. Photo: Elissa van Oosterhout

Broad-leaf Privet (Ligustrum lucidum)

For advice on controlling large infestations or complaints
about Privet, contact Hawkesbury River County Council
on (02) 4587 0230.
References - Department of Primary Industries 2011, Noxious and environmental weed control handbook – A guide to weed control in non-crop, aquatic and
bushland situations 5th Edition. Available: http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pests-weeds/weeds/publications/noxious-enviro-weed-control. Accessed:
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For advice on suitable local native plants that could be
used to rehabilitate your land contact Council
on (02) 9843 0555.

Broad-leaf privet berries.
Photo: John Hosking

Large infestations of privet are
difficult to control and care
must be given to any protected
vegetation that may be impacted
upon by privet control works.

Privet is a weed that often dominates bushland areas in the
Shire, particularly in moist and fertile environments. It is a
declared Class 4 noxious weed which means that the growth
of the plant must be managed in a manner that reduces its
numbers, spread and incidence and continuously inhibits its
reproduction.

How does Privet reproduce and spread?

Seed is the most common method of dispersal and
reproduction. Fruit-eating birds and rabbits spread seed, as
well as dumping of garden waste, sale of garden plants, floral
arrangements and in flowing water. Both species can also
produce suckers from underground roots.

Controlling Privet

To reduce the spread of Privet, it is best to remove them
before they produce seed.

Methods for smaller infestations
Manual removal
Broad-leaf Privet is easy to pull up when it has a stem
diameter of less than 2–3 cm, particularly after rain. Similar
sized Small-leaf Privet is more difficult to remove as the
stems are more likely to break from the root system when
pulled, leaving viable root segments capable of regeneration.
Small-leaf Privet should be dug out and the plants placed
upside-down to dry out the roots.

Herbicide
There are several herbicides available to control Privet
species, with the most common being Glyphosate. There

are several brands on the market and are available from
hardware stores and rural supply stores. It is important that
they are only used in accordance with the label and that the
poison is only applied to the target species.

Foliage spraying
Herbicide can be applied by spraying directly onto the
foliage of the target plant. This is best suited to flushes of
seedlings and groups of plants up to 3m high. Plants must
be actively growing, not under heat or moisture stress, and
complete coverage of the foliage is necessary to ensure
successful control. Foliar treatments are appropriate where
infestations contain dense stands of Privet and little or no
other valuable vegetation.

Stem injection
Stem injection is also appropriate for treating larger
individual plants in amongst natives. This is the most
cost-effective control method in terms of volume of
herbicide and labour costs. It is also most effective in
terms of reducing off-target herbicide damage to other
vegetation.
Stem injection involves drilling or cutting holes around
the trunk of the plant, and then pouring in herbicide within
15 seconds. Holes only need to go into the outer tissue of
the plant, and should be made on an angle, so as to create a
pocket for the herbicide to collect in. Holes should be every
5cm apart around the circumference of the plant.
Where it is preferred to completely remove the whole
plant from the site, the plant can be cut near the base with
herbicide treatment being applied to cut stumps within 15
seconds, particularly around the entire outer edge.

Methods for large infestations
Large infestations of privet are difficult to control and
care must be given to any protected vegetation that
may be impacted upon by privet control works. Contact
Hawkesbury River County Council on (02) 4587 0230
before you carry out any works, to receive advice on
acceptance control methods specific for your property.
Herbicides can be used to control large infestations.
In some instances, mechanical removal can be suitable
with the use of heavy machinery. However, this method
can have a negative impact upon the natural environment,
by killing or damaging natives which may be amongst
or under the privet. The use of heavy machinery can
also interfere with the seed bank in the soil, reducing
the regeneration of native seedlings, particularly where
there are threatened species or endangered ecological
communities present. Any work in areas containing
threatened species or endangered ecological communities
could require approval either from Council or the Office of
Environment and Heritage.
It is also important when controlling large infestations
that consideration is given to the anticipated response
following initial removal. A staged approach that includes
revegetation is often useful in allowing native plants to
establish and prevent the regeneration of Privet. It also
provides habitat and food for native animals.

Follow up control and revegetation
Controlling Privet will often require several years of
management effort. In implementing any control program,
you need to be aware that it will require follow-up control
measures and potentially revegetation works with suitable
local native species. For advice on suitable local native
plants that could be used as part of your Privet control
program, please contact Council on (02) 9843 0555.

Privet is a weed that often
dominates bushland areas in the
Shire, particularly in moist and
fertile environments.

