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Established in the late 1700s, the complex 
which has been developed over many 
years, features a two storey homestead, 
Bunya Pine lined driveway and various farm 
outbuildings set on a prominent hilltop.

It provides a rare surviving link between 
the community today, the first European 
settlers and some of Australia’s earliest 
rural development. 

In 1799, Major Joseph Foveaux received 
960 acres in the Crestwood area to which 
he added surrounding properties to create 
his “Stock Farm” of 1770 acres. The Stock 
Farm was the largest sheep property in the 
colony. He sold his farm with 1250 sheep 
on 5 October 1801 to John Macarthur for 
2000 pounds.

Set in 20 hectares of rural landscape, Bella 
Vista Farm, located at Elizabeth Macarthur 
Drive, Bella Vista is an intact historic farm 
complex of cultural significance to the nation.

The farm was managed by John Hindle 
under the direction of Elizabeth Macarthur 
for all the years John was away in England 
explaining his role in a fighting duel with 
Colonel Paterson, his  commanding officer 
and again after the Rum Rebellion.

By 1821 the Macarthurs had exchanged 
their “Seven Hills Farm”, by then covering 
2430 acres, with Crown land in Camden. 
The land was subsequently divided into 
lots and taken up by Messers McDougall, 
Acres, Robertson and a Mrs Ward.

The portion taken up by James Robertson 
became known as “Robertson’s Farm” who 
ran this property and others with cattle.

In 1842 William Thomas Pearce purchased 

approximately 200 hectares from Isabella 
Acres who had acquired the property 
from Robertson in 1838. It was during this 
period that the construction of the building 
that finally became the homestead we see 
today commenced.

The Pearce family had a long association 
with the farm until 1950 when the property 
was sold to  the North Sydney Tile and 
Brick Company.

Bella Vista Farm was transferred into 
Council ownership in 1998. Council has 
adopted a Conservation Management Plan 
for the site. The plan aims to facilitate the 
restoration and long-term conservation of 
the property, and provide for a range of 
complementary uses.

History



With the assistance of a $1 million grant from 
the State Government, conservation has 
completed including site establishment, 
reinstatement of the verandahs and original 
slate roof to the homestead, and restoration of 
the kitchen block. Funding from the Federal 
Government also enabled the stabilisation and 
repair of timber outbuildings.

A detailed archaeological survey and excavation 
has been undertaken. These investigations are 
necessary to identify the original location of 
former buildings, driveways, paths, gardens, and 
agricultural activities.

On going works include the conservation of the 
main homestead and outer buildings, covering 
of the wells in the courtyard and archaeological 
investigations of the farm artefacts. 

While the main homestead and farm buildings 
are fenced and the conservation works are being 
undertaken the rest of the property is open for 
public use.

The grounds of Bella Vista Farm are now open to 
the public. The entrance to the farm is located on 
Elizabeth MacArthur Drive, off Norwest Blvd. Car 
parking is available in the outer grounds of the 
farm, just inside the entrance.

The Friends of Bella Vista farm hold regular 
open days, first Sunday of each month where 
the farm can be fully accessed.

Education: Learn of the early settlers and 
the beginning of farming life in the district. 
Educational signs tell the story of the farm.

Picnic Facilities: The grounds of Bella Vista Farm 
are now open to the public. People can come 
and enjoy the new barbeque and picnic facilities 
within the grounds surrounding the homestead 
while taking in the views surrounding the farm.

Walking: Learn about the Farm Park’s history by 
reading the interpretive sings and soak up the 
wonderful heritage atmosphere as you stroll 
along the walkways around the grounds. Please 
remember to wear sensible shoes. 

Join the Friends of Bella Vista and assist in the 
volunteer restoration program of the gardens 
surrounding the main homestead.

Report vandalism to Council’s 24-hour hotline 
1300 884 885.

For further information visit the Local 
Studies Collection at the Castle Hill Library 
or www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/events
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