
Council does work which affects both the environment 
and the people who live in it. The environment, just like 
your home, needs constant care to ensure it does not fall 
into disrepair. The Hills Shire Council is responsible for 
maintaining and improving the parts of the community that 
are not owned by individual people such as roads, bridges, 
parks, playing fields and footpaths.

ROADWORKS AND OTHER PUBLIC WORKS

Roadworks are a very important part of every Council’s work. 
Some of the things The Hills Shire Council does includes: 
building and repairing local roads and bridges, controlling 
traffic flow and providing and maintaining car parks. Council 
also builds and maintains halls and other public buildings, 
such as the Council Chamber and the Shire’s four libraries. 
Council also looks after more than 300 parks and reserves in 
the Shire.

PLANNING THE COMMUNITY

Looking after the environment involves more than 
constructing and fixing roads and buildings. Planning where 
they should go, how big they should be and when they should 
be built is also very important. Council employs engineers, 
architects and town planners to help regulate and control how 
most land in the Shire is used. Council decides:

• where new roads and houses should go;

• where high-rise buildings and shops can go;

• what areas are protected as bushland; and

• how many buildings can go in a certain area.

WHAT THE COMMUNITY WILL LOOK LIKE IN THE 
FUTURE

This is also the responsibility of Council. Local Government 
planners ensure that development occurs in an orderly way. 
They prepare Development Control Plans (DCPs) and Local 
Environmental Plans (LEPs) that set out what activities can 
take place where.

BUILDING CONTROL

Council must approve plans for all new buildings. This is to 
make sure they are well built and fit in with the surrounds. 
Anyone who wants to build or change a house or building (for 
example building a house extension) must first get Council’s 
approval. Councils also inspect buildings under construction 
stage by stage, to make sure the work has been done 
properly.

WASTE DISPOSAL

Ever wondered what happens to the rubbish after you put it 
out for collection? Council: 

• arranges for garbage to be collected

• arranges for waste to be recycled

• cleans streets, footpaths, parks and other public places.

Council also employs people to help educate the community 
about ways they can help keep their environment healthy.

Council regularly conducts stormwater, waste and recycling 
education.

BUILDING OUR COMMUNITY
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New housing development in Kellyville.


