
Local Government is one of three levels of government 
in Australia. It is commonly known as the third tier of 
government behind the Federal Government and the State 
Government.

Each level of government has its own distinct set of duties but 
all have the same responsibility - to look after the needs and 
welfare of the Australian people.

The Federal Government, also called the Commonwealth 
Government, makes decisions on matters that affect the 
country as a whole. These include foreign affairs, immigration, 
aviation and air safety, defence and postal services. The 
Federal Government meets in Canberra, Australia’s capital 
city, and the Prime Minister is the leader of the Federal 
Government.

Each Australian State has its own State Government. The 
leader at this level is the ‘Premier’. In New South Wales, the 
State Government meets at Parliament House in Sydney. The 
responsibilities of the State Government include providing 
public schools and education, police and emergency 
services, public hospitals, main roads and railways.

Local Government, the third level of government, is 
responsible for meeting the needs of local communities. 

An individual Local Government is called a Council and 
the leader at this level is called the Mayor. Council areas 
are smaller than those governed by the Federal and State 
Governments. Many of the everyday services we all rely 
on are provided by local councils, generally these include 
garbage removal, maintaining local roads, conducting building 
inspections, maintaining parks and libraries, providing child 
care centres and youth services and many more things.

The flow chart opposite, shows how every person is affected 
in some way by the three levels of government.

Visit Council’s website for more information about The Hills 
Shire Council.

WHAT IS LOCAL GOVERNMENT?
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Federal Government
Responsible for foreign affairs, defence, 
telecommunications, immigration, 
pensions, customs, taxation.

Local Government
Responsible for garbage removal, 
child care, libraries, community & 
health services, bush and parkland 
management, building control, local 
road maintenance.

EVERY PERSON IS PART OF THE LOCAL COMMUNITY

The head of a Council is the Mayor or Shire President. 
There are 537* local councils in Australia.  
They each look after the particular needs of a city or  
local community. (*According to the ALGA website)

EVERY LOCAL COMMUNITY IS PART OF A STATE

The leader of the State Government is called the Premier 
(Chief Minister in the two territories). There are six state 
and two territory parliaments which make laws for their 
state or territory.

EVERY STATE IS PART OF AUSTRALIA

Led by the Prime Minister, the Federal Parliament 
makes laws for the whole of Australia. Federal 
Government is responsible for foreign affairs, defence, 
telecommunications, pensions, customs and taxation.

State Government
Responsible for public hospitals, 
public schools and education, police 
and emergency services, main roads, 
public transport.

‘Governments work for the people’
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