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Purpose of this Demographic Assessment  

 

Council has prepared a corridor strategy to articulate Council’s response to land use 

development over the next 20 years for each of the seven (7) new Sydney Metro 

Northwest Stations within and adjacent to the Hills Shire.  The strategy seeks to guide 

and facilitate housing and employment growth that responds to the values of the Hills 

Shire, and ensure such growth is supported by the necessary infrastructure to enhance 

the quality of life of current and future residents.  

  

This Demographic Assessment supports the strategy by documenting the detailed 

research that has informed the assumptions and findings of the strategy. The 

demographic analysis is based on ABS 2011 data.        

 

STATE GOVERNMENT POPULATION PROJECTIONS  
 

Population projections are used by NSW Planning & Environment as the basis for 

assessing future requirements for residential and commercial land, housing, public 

utilities, and the provision of a wide variety of services and infrastructure. Below is an 

analysis of the Department of Planning and Environment population and household 

projected characteristics for The Hills Shire Local Government Area. 

 

Age Structure  

The following graph identifies the projected change in the age structure of The Hills Shire 

Local Government Area between 2011 and 2031. The proportion of residents aged 

between 15 and 40 years will reduce slightly from 40% to 38%. Whereas the proportion 

of residents aged over 65 will increase from 12% to 16%. Whilst there will be a 

noticeable ageing of The Hills Shire population, it is noted that the proportion of children 
aged 0-15 years will remain relatively steady.      
 

 
 

Household Structure  

The proportion of households containing couples with children will reduce marginally 

from 53% to 49%. However the proportion is significantly higher than the projection for 

the Sydney Metropolitan Region which will be approximately 35%. The proportion of 

couple households will both increase from 24% to 25% and the proportion of lone person 
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households will increase from 10% to 12%. The proportion of single parent and group 
households will remain steady over this period.    
 

 
 

Household Size  

Both The Hills Shire and the Sydney Metro Region will experience a reduction in the 

average household size (number of persons per household). Within The Hills Shire the 

average size is projected to reduce from 3.09 to 2.99 persons per household, whereas 

the average household size within the remainder of the Sydney Metropolitan Region is 

projected to reduce from 2.69 to 2.62 persons per household.  
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CHERRYBROOK  

 

A review has been undertaken of the age structure, household structure, household size, 

employment status, occupation, method of travel to work, car ownership and household 

income within the Precinct. The outcome of the review is included below.  

 

Profile Area 

The Cherrybrook Precinct is an established low density residential area and encompasses 

land within both The Hills Shire Council and Hornsby Shire Council. The Precinct is 

bisected by Castle Hill Road which is a major arterial road through the region. Castle Hill 

Road is located on a ridgeline with land south of the road sloping steeply into the West 

Pennant Hills Valley. The existing housing stock generally encompasses detached 1-2 

storey houses on large lots.  

 

 
 

Age Structure  

The Cherrybrook Precinct has a more elderly population when compared to The Hills 

Shire and Sydney Metro Region.  Approximately 8% of the residents within the precinct 

are aged between 30-39 years. This proportion is lower than The Hills Shire LGA and the 

Sydney Metro Region where the proportion of residents within this bracket is 

approximately 13% and 15% respectively. The proportion of residents aged between 50-

60 years is 18.5% which is higher that both The Hills Shire and Sydney Metro Region 

have 13.7% and 12.2% respectively. A comparison of the age structure within the 

precinct, The Hills Shire and Sydney Metro Region are shown in the following graph.  
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Household Structure  

Approximately 56.3% of the households within the Cherrybrook Precinct contain couples 

with children. This proportion is slightly higher than both The Hills Shire (52%) and the 

Sydney Metro Region (38.6%). The precinct is also comprised of a significantly lower 

proportion of one parent families, lone person households and couples within no 

children. A comparison of the household structure within the precinct, The Hills Shire and 

Sydney Metro Region are shown in the following graph.  
 

 
 

Household Size  

The average household size represents the average number of persons per dwelling in a 

given area. Within the Cherrybrook Precinct, the average household size is 3.23 persons 

per household. As a comparison within The Hills Shire and Sydney Metro Region the 

average household size is 3.08 and 2.69 respectively. 
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Employment Status  

The levels of full or part time employment, unemployment and labour force participation 

indicate the strength of the local economy and social characteristics of the area. Within 

the Cherrybrook Precinct approximately 66% of the population is employed either full-

time or part-time. Around 31% are not in the labour force and approximately 3% are 

unemployed. The employment status of Cherrybrook residents is included in the 

following graph.  

 

 
 

Occupation  

Approximately 54% of employed residents within the precinct are employed as 

professionals or managers. This is generally reflected by the above average household 

income within the precinct. The proportion of residents employed in the key occupation 

categories are shown in the following graph.  

 

Households (No.) Persons (No.)

One Person 139 139

Two Persons 292 584

Three Persons 261 783

Four Persons 350 1,400

Five Persons 139 695

Six Persons 48 288

Seven Persons 16 112

Eight + Persons 3 24

TOTAL 1,248 4,025

Household Size 3.23
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Household Income  

Household income is an indicator of socio-economic status, skills and occupations, and is 

linked to a number of factors including the employment status, age, qualifications and 

type of employment undertaken by the household.  

 

Approximately 17.9% of households within the Precinct had an annual income of 

between $130,000-160,000 (compared with 10% for the Sydney Metro Region).  More 

than 52% of the households within the Precinct had an annual income of in excess of 

$130,000m (compared with 26% for the Sydney Metro Region). Only 30% of households 

had an annual income of less than $80,000 (compared with 51% for the Sydney Metro 

Region). The proportion of each household within each income bracket is shown in the 

following graph.   

 

 
 

Travel to Work  

A very high proportion of employed residents within the precinct use private cars to 

travel to work with approximately 67% travelling to work by car as either a driver or 

passenger. This usage is higher that The Hills Shire (63.2%) and Sydney Metro Region 

(58.3%). Approximately 19% of employed residents travelled to work via some form of 

public transport.  This proportion is higher than The Hills Shire (12.2%), however is 

generally consistent with the public transport patronage within the broader Sydney 
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Metro Region (20%). The following graph shows the methods of travel used by employed 

residents within the precinct.  

 

 
 

Car Ownership  

The car ownership rate is around 2.1 cars per household. This rate is consistent with the 

car ownership rate for The Hills Shire (2.03) and significantly higher than the rate for the 

Sydney Metro Region (1.53). Around 75% of households within the precinct owned two 

(2) or more cars. The proportion of households that owned no car is 4%. Whilst the 

proportion of households that do not own a car is higher than The Hills Shire (2.6%), 

this figure is considerably lower than the Sydney Metro Region (11.8%). The car 

ownership breakdown within the precinct is shown in the following figures.  
 

 
 

 

  

Cars per Household Households (No.) Cars (No.)

Nil Cars 50 0

One Car 254 254

Two Cars 571 1,142

Three Cars 230 690

Four or More Cars 122 488

TOTAL 1,227 2,574

Cars per Household 2.10
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CASTLE HILL 

 

A review has been undertaken of the age structure, household structure, household size, 

employment status, occupation, method of travel to work, car ownership and household 

income within the Precinct. The outcome of the review is included below.  

 

Profile Area 

Castle Hill is emerging as a major node for road and rail transport, servicing a diverse 

and substantial regional catchment. The principal focus of retailing activity can be found 

at Castle Towers Shopping Centre, with a wide variety of specialty and convenience 

shops concentrated in the core area and covering 138,575m2. It is noted that the Castle 

Towers Shopping Centre is subject to a redevelopment proposal which will increase to 

gross floor area to 238,575m2.  

 

 
 

Age Structure  

Approximately 33% of residents within the Castle Hill Precinct are aged between 20-40 

years. This figure is slightly higher that The Hills Shire and Sydney Metro Region where 

the proportion of the population within this age group was 24% and 30% respectively. 

The proportion of residents aged 10-19 years is approximately 10% which is slightly 

higher that The Hills Shire (14.9%) and the Sydney Metro Region (12.4%). The age 

profile of residents over 40 years of age was generally consistent with the profile for the 

Sydney Metro Region.   

 

The age structure of the Castle Hill profile area is indicative of the residential role and 

function of the local area. This includes factors such as when the area was settled, what 
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types of households live there, the level of access the area has to employment, services 

and facilities, the dwelling stock including the cost of housing, and the local amenity. The 

age structure also indicates the demand for aged based services and facilities which are 

required to be provided. 

 

 
 

Household Structure  

Approximately 34% of the households within the Castle Hill Precinct contain couples with 

children. This proportion is considerably lower than The Hills Shire (52%), however is 

generally consistent with the proportion throughout the Sydney Metro Region (38.6%). 

The proportion of couples with no children in the precinct (27.7%) is similar to both The 

Hills Shire (24.6%) and Sydney Metro Region (23.9%). The precinct does however have 

a significantly higher proportion of one parent families and lone person households when 

compared to the proportion of households within The Hills Shire LGA.  
 

 
 

Household Size  

The average household size represents the average number of persons per dwelling in a 

given area. Within the Castle Hill Precinct the average household size is 2.53 persons per 

household. As a comparison within The Hills Shire and Sydney Metro Region the average 

household size is 3.08 and 2.69 respectively. This is reflective of the existing housing 

stock within the Precinct which is characterised by a higher proportion of apartments.  

 



The Hills Corridor Strategy      Demographic Assessment 

 10 

 
 

Employment Status  

The levels of full or part time employment, unemployment and labour force participation 

indicate the strength of the local economy and social characteristics of the area. The 

Castle Hill profile area has 46% of the population employed in full-time work. 

Approximately 4% of the population within the Castle Hill Precinct is unemployed and 

looking for either part-time or full-time work. The Sydney Metro Northwest will attract 

more businesses and open up new employment opportunities for local residents. 

 

 
 

Occupation  

Castle Hill’s occupation statistics quantify the occupations in which the residents work, 

and this is influenced by the economic base and employment opportunities available in 

the area, education levels, and the working and social aspirations of the population. The 

main occupations of Castle Hill residents are as professionals (31.6%), clerical and 

administrative workers (17.65%) and managers (15.39%).  

Households (No.) Persons (No.)

One Person 640 640

Two Persons 957 1,914

Three Persons 549 1,647

Four Persons 434 1,736

Five Persons 147 735

Six Persons 41 246

Seven Persons 13 91

Eight + Persons 4 32

TOTAL 2,785 7,041

Household Size 2.53
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Household Income  

Household income is an indicator of socio-economic status, skills and occupations, and is 

linked to a number of factors including the employment status, age, qualifications and 

type of employment undertaken by the household. Approximately 39% of households 

within the precinct had an annual income of over $100,000 (compared with 36% for the 

Sydney Metro Region). Around 47% of households had an annual income of less than 

$80,000 (compared with 52% for the Sydney Metro Region). The proportion of each 

household within each income bracket is shown in the following graph.   

 

 
 

Travel to Work  

A high proportion of employed residents within the precinct use private cars to travel to 

work with approximately 60% travelling to work by car as either a driver or passenger. 

This usage is slightly lower than The Hills Shire (63.2%) and is slightly higher that the 

Sydney Metro Region (58.3%). Approximately 20% of employed residents travelled to 

work via some form of public transport.  This proportion is higher than The Hills Shire 

(12.2%), however is generally consistent with the public transport patronage within the 

broader Sydney Metro Region (20%), and most likely reflects the accessibility to high 
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frequency public transport services. The following graph shows the methods of travel 

used by employed residents within the precinct.  

 

 
 

Car Ownership  

The car ownership rate is around 1.59 cars per household. This figure is lower than the 

ownership rate for The Hills Shire (2.03 cars per household) and is slightly higher than 

the Sydney Metro Region (1.53 cars per household). Approximately 6% of households 

within the precinct do not own a car. As a comparison, the proportion of households 

within The Hills Shire that do not own a car is around 2.74%. As Castle Hill already has 

access to high frequency bus services, there is already evidence of a lower dependence 

on motor vehicles within this centre.  

 

 
 

 

  

Cars per Household Households (No.) Cars (No.)

Nil Cars 160 0

One Car 1,232 1,232

Two Cars 1,030 2,060

Three Cars 242 726

Four or More Cars 86 344

TOTAL 2,750 4,362

Cars per Household 1.59
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SHOWGROUND 

 

A review has been undertaken of the age structure, household structure, household size, 

employment status, occupation, method of travel to work, car ownership and household 

income within the Precinct. The outcome of the review is included below.  

 

Profile Area 

The Showground Precinct contains a number of retail and light industrial services.  The 

western portion of the precinct primarily contains light industrial and bulky goods uses. 

This area generally comprises 1-3 storey warehouse and industrial style developments. 

The eastern portion of the precinct is a low density residential area containing 1-2 storey 

detached houses.  

 

 
 

Age Structure  

The Showground Precinct has a very similar age profile to The Hills Shire LGA with a 

higher proportion of residents aged 0-20 years (28%) and 40-60 years (29%), and a 

lower proportion of residents aged 20-40 years (23.6%). This age structure is reflective 

of a precinct containing a high proportion of established family households.  
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Household Structure  

Approximately 54% of households within the Showground Precinct contain couples with 

children. This proportion is higher than The Hills Shire (52%), and considerably higher 

than the Sydney Metro Region (38.6%). The proportion of couples with no children in the 

precinct (28.8%) is slightly higher to both The Hills Shire (24.6%) and Sydney Metro 

Region (23.9%). The precinct does however have a lower proportion of one parent 

families and lone person households when compared to the proportion of households 

within both The Hills Shire and Sydney Metro Region.  
 

 

 
 

Household Size  

The average household size represents the average number of persons per dwelling in a 

given area. Within the Showground Precinct the average household size is 3.19 persons 

per household. As a comparison, within The Hills Shire and Sydney Metro Region the 

average household size is 3.08 and 2.69 respectively. The residential portion of the 

precinct is characterised by a high proportion of family households.  
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Employment Status  

The levels of full or part time employment, unemployment and labour force participation 

indicate the strength of the local economy and social characteristics of the area. Around 

50.8% of the population within the Showground Precinct is employed. It is also noted 

that 22% of the population is employed in part-time work. Approximately 3% of the 

population is unemployed and looking for either part-time or full-time work.  

 

 
 

 

Occupation  

The occupation statistics quantify the occupations in which the residents work, and this 

is influenced by the economic base and employment opportunities available in the area, 

education levels, and the working and social aspirations of the population. The main 

occupations of Showground Precinct residents are as professionals with 28.5%, 

managers with 18% and clerical and administrative workers with 17.8%. Approximately 

64% of the population were employed within these three occupation groups.  

 

Households (No.) Persons (No.)

One Person 49 49

Two Persons 142 284

Three Persons 91 273

Four Persons 143 572

Five Persons 50 250

Six Persons 19 114

Seven Persons 5 35

Eight + Persons 3 24

TOTAL 502 1,601

Household Size 3.19
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Household Income  

Household income is an indicator of socio-economic status, skills and occupations, and is 

linked to a number of factors including the employment status, age, qualifications and 

type of employment undertaken by the household. Approximately 44% of households 

within the precinct had an annual income of more than $130,000 (compared with 15% 

for the Sydney Metro Region) and around 45% of households had an annual income of 

less than $100,000 (compared with 64% for the Sydney Metro Region). The proportion 

of each household within each income bracket is shown in the following graph.   

 

 
 

Travel to Work  

A very high proportion of employed residents within the precinct use private cars to 

travel to work with approximately 70% travelling to work by car as either a driver or 

passenger. This usage is significantly higher than both The Hills Shire (63.2%) and the 

Sydney Metro Region (58.3%). Approximately 14% of employed residents travelled to 

work via some form of public transport.  This proportion is higher than The Hills Shire 

(12.2%), however is lower than the public transport patronage within the broader 

Sydney Metro Region (20%). The following graph shows the methods of travel used by 

employed residents within the precinct.  
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Car Ownership   

The car ownership rate is around 2.19 cars per household. This figure is higher than the 

ownership rate for both The Hills Shire (2.03 cars per household) and the Sydney Metro 

Region (1.53 cars per household). Approximately 2% of households within the precinct 

do not own a car. As a comparison, the proportion of households within The Hills Shire 

that do not own a car is around 2.74%. Almost 78% of households within the precinct 

own two or more cars.  

 

 
 

 

  

Cars per Household Households (No.) Cars (No.)

Nil Cars 8 0

One Car 102 102

Two Cars 233 466

Three Cars 89 267

Four or More Cars 61 244

TOTAL 493 1,079

Cars per Household 2.19
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NORWEST 

 

A review has been undertaken of the age structure, household structure, household size, 

employment status, occupation, method of travel to work, car ownership and household 

income within the Precinct. The outcome of the review is included below.  

 

Profile Area 

At the core of the precinct is Norwest Marketown Shopping Centre, directly to the north 

of the future Norwest Railway Station. Most of the precinct includes the established 

Norwest Business Park which is a regionally significant employment hub comprised of 

large floor plate office buildings between 2 and 6 storeys in height. The southern portion 

of the precinct is low density residential comprising 1-2 storey detached houses. To the 

east of the precinct is the Castle Hill Country Club.  
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Age Structure  

Almost 18% of the population within the Norwest Precinct is aged between 20-29 years 

which is higher than both The Hills Shire (11.3%) and Sydney Metro Region (14.8). 

However there is a significant drop in the proportion of the population aged between 30-

39 years (11.8%), which is below both The Hills Shire (13%) and Sydney Metro Region 

(15.3%). The age structure, coupled with the household structure, indicates that the 

Precinct is characterised by older families and 20-30 year old couples without children.  

 

 
 

Household Structure  

Approximately 46.5% of households within the Norwest Precinct contain couples with 

children. This proportion is lower than The Hills Shire (52%), however higher than the 

Sydney Metro Region (38.6%). The proportion of couples with no children in the precinct 

(33.7%) is higher than both The Hills Shire (24.6%) and Sydney Metro Region (23.9%). 

The precinct does however have a lower proportion of couples with children, one parent 

families and lone person households when compared to the proportion of households 

within both The Hills Shire and Sydney Metro Region.  
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Household Size  

The average household size represents the average number of persons per dwelling in a 

given area. Within the Norwest Precinct the average household size is 3.07 persons per 

household. As a comparison within The Hills Shire and Sydney Metro Region the average 

household size is 3.08 and 2.69 respectively.  

 

 
 

Employment Status  

Approximately 67% of the population within the Norwest Precinct is employed. It is also 

noted that 21% of the population is employed in part-time work. Approximately 3% of 

the population is unemployed and looking for either part-time or full-time work.  

 

 
 

Occupation  

The occupation statistics quantify the occupations in which the residents work, and this 

is influenced by the economic base and employment opportunities available in the area, 

education levels, and the working and social aspirations of the population. The main 

occupations of Norwest residents are as professionals with 28%, clerical and 

administrative workers with 17.9%, and managers with 17.4%. Approximately 63% of 

the population were employed within these three occupation groups.  

 

Households (No.) Persons (No.)

One Person 84 84

Two Persons 260 520

Three Persons 159 477

Four Persons 173 692

Five Persons 84 420

Six Persons 25 150

Seven Persons 14 98

Eight + Persons 3 24

TOTAL 802 2,465

Household Size 3.07
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Household Income  

Household income is an indicator of socio-economic status, skills and occupations, and is 

linked to a number of factors including the employment status, age, qualifications and 

type of employment undertaken by the household. Approximately 46% of households 

within the precinct had an annual income of more than $130,000 (compared with 26% 

for the Sydney Metro Region) and around 43% of households had an annual income of 

less than $100,000 (compared with 64% for the Sydney Metro Region). The proportion 

of each household within each income bracket is shown in the following graph.   

 

 
 

Travel to Work  

A very high proportion of employed residents within the precinct use private cars to 

travel to work with approximately 70% travelling to work by car as either a driver or 

passenger. This usage is significantly higher than both The Hills Shire (63.2%) and the 

Sydney Metro Region (58.3%). Approximately 13% of employed residents travelled to 

work via some form of public transport.  The proportion of public transport patronage is 

generally consistent with The Hills Shire (12.2%), however is lower than the public 
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transport patronage within the broader Sydney Metro Region (20%). The following graph 

shows the methods of travel used by employed residents within the precinct.  

 

 
 

Car Ownership  

The car ownership rate is around 2.02 cars per household. This figure is similar to the 

ownership rate for both The Hills Shire (2.03 cars per household) and is higher than the 

Sydney Metro Region (1.53 cars per household). Approximately 2% of households within 

the precinct do not own a car. As a comparison, the proportion of households within The 

Hills Shire that do not own a car is around 2.74%. More than 71% of households within 

the precinct own two or more cars.  

 

 
 

 

Cars per Household Households (No.) Cars (No.)

Nil Cars 16 0

One Car 213 213

Two Cars 364 728

Three Cars 146 438

Four or More Cars 57 228

TOTAL 796 1,607

Cars per Household 2.02
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BELLA VISTA 

 

A review has been undertaken of the age structure, household structure, household size, 

employment status, occupation, method of travel to work, car ownership and household 

income within the Precinct. The outcome of the review is included below.  

 

Profile Area 

Lands immediately north and south of Norwest Boulevard comprise large floor plate 

business-park and bulky goods developments. Lands north of Norwest Boulevard contain 

business park uses up to 7 storeys in height. The precinct contains the Norwest Private 

Hospital, a shopping centre and Bella Vista Farm Park.  

 

The residential areas in the east of the precinct comprise ‘executive’ detached housing, 

which is a key attraction for professional employees of the nearby business park. To the 

north and north-west of the proposed station is low density housing, including detached 

dwellings on very large blocks with strong landscaped settings and extensive vegetation, 

incorporating Norwest Hilltop Park. 
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Age Structure  

Approximately 33% of the population within the Bella Vista Precinct is aged between 0-

19 years which is higher than both The Hills Shire (29%) and Sydney Metro Region 

(25%). Almost 78% of the population is aged under the age of 50. This proportion is 

higher than both The Hills Shire (68%) and the Sydney Region (70%). The age structure 

indicates that the Precinct is characterised by a higher proportion of younger families.  

 

 
 

Household Structure  

Approximately 61.9% of households within the Bella Vista Precinct contain couples with 

children. This proportion is higher than both The Hills Shire (52%) and the Sydney Metro 

Region (38.6%). The proportion of couples with no children is 22.35% which is slightly 

lower that both The Hills Shire (24.6%) and Sydney Metro Region (23.9%). The precinct 

also has a lower proportion one parent families and lone person households when 

compared to the proportion of households within both The Hills Shire and Sydney Metro 

Region.  
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Household Size  

The average household size represents the average number of persons per dwelling in a 

given area. Within the Bella Vista Precinct the average household size is 3.54 persons 

per household. As a comparison within The Hills Shire and Sydney Metro Region the 

average household size is 3.08 and 2.69 respectively.  

 

 
 

Employment Status  

Approximately 70.8% of the population within the Bella Vista Precinct is employed. It is 

also noted that 19% of the population is employed in part-time work. Approximately 3% 

of the population is unemployed and looking for either part-time or full-time work.  

 

 
 

Occupation  

The occupation statistics quantify the occupations in which the residents work, and this 

is influenced by the economic base and employment opportunities available in the area, 

education levels, and the working and social aspirations of the population. The main 

occupations of Bella Vista residents are as professionals with 25.8%, clerical and 

administrative workers with 19.3%, and managers with 18.5%. Approximately 54% of 

the population were employed within these three occupation groups.  

 

Households (No.) Persons (No.)

One Person 105 105

Two Persons 293 586

Three Persons 258 774

Four Persons 452 1,808

Five Persons 223 1,115

Six Persons 78 468

Seven Persons 15 105

Eight + Persons 19 152

TOTAL 1,443 5,113

Household Size 3.54
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Household Income  

Household income is an indicator of socio-economic status, skills and occupations, and is 

linked to a number of factors including the employment status, age, qualifications and 

type of employment undertaken by the household. Approximately 59% of households 

within the precinct had an annual income of more than $100,000 (compared with 36% 

for the Sydney Metro Region) and around 41% of households had an annual income of 

less than $100,000 (compared with 64% for the Sydney Metro Region). The proportion 

of each household within each income bracket is shown in the following graph.   

 

 
 

Travel to Work  

A very high proportion of employed residents within the precinct use private cars to 

travel to work with approximately 71% travelling to work by car as either a driver or 

passenger. This usage is significantly higher than both The Hills Shire (63.2%) and the 

Sydney Metro Region (58.3%). Approximately 16% of employed residents travelled to 

work via some form of public transport.  The proportion of public transport patronage is 

higher than The Hills Shire (12.2%), and lower than the public transport patronage 

within the broader Sydney Metro Region (20%). The following graph shows the methods 

of travel used by employed residents within the precinct.  

 



The Hills Corridor Strategy      Demographic Assessment 

 27 

 
 

Car Ownership  

The car ownership rate is around 2.32 cars per household. This figure is higher than the 

ownership rate for both The Hills Shire (2.03 cars per household) and the Sydney Metro 

Region (1.53 cars per household). Approximately 1% of households within the precinct 

do not own a car. As a comparison, the proportion of households within The Hills Shire 

and the Sydney Metro Region that do not own a car is around 2.74% and 11.8% 

respectively. More than 75% of households within the precinct own two or more cars.  

 

 
 

 
 

  

Cars per Household Households (No.) Cars (No.)

Nil Cars 40 0

One Car 609 609

Two Cars 2,537 5,074

Three Cars 1,136 3,408

Four or More Cars 544 2,176

TOTAL 4,866 11,267

Cars per Household 2.32
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KELLYVILLE 

 

A review has been undertaken of the age structure, household structure, household size, 

employment status, occupation, method of travel to work, car ownership and household 

income within the Precinct. The outcome of the review is included below.  

 

Profile Area 

The Study Area comprises the existing village centre along Windsor Road as well as low 

density residential and rural residential areas which are part of the Balmoral Road 

Release Area. The built form consists of 1-2 storey detached houses set on large blocks, 

with landscaped settings. Two major drainage corridors run north-south through the 

Study Area - Strangers and Elizabeth Macarthur Creeks. 
 

 
 

Age Structure  

Approximately 20% of the population within the Kellyville Precinct is aged between 30-

39 years which is higher than both The Hills Shire (13%) and Sydney Metro Region 

(15%). In addition to this almost 20% of the population is aged between 0-9 years 

which is higher than both The Hills Shire (14%) and Sydney Metro Region (13.1%).  The 

age profile of the precinct is reflective of a precinct containing a large proportion of 

younger couples with children.  
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Household Structure  

Approximately 60.2% of households within the Kellyville Precinct contain couples with 

children. This proportion is higher than both The Hills Shire (52%) and the Sydney Metro 

Region (38.6%). The proportion of couples with no children is 21.8% which is slightly 

lower that both The Hills Shire (24.6%) and Sydney Metro Region (23.9%). The precinct 

also has a lower proportion one parent families and lone person households when 

compared to the proportion of households within both The Hills Shire and Sydney Metro 

Region.  

 

 
 

Household Size  

The average household size represents the average number of persons per dwelling in a 

given area. Within the Kellyville Precinct the average household size is 3.4 persons per 

household. As a comparison within The Hills Shire and Sydney Metro Region the average 

household size is 3.08 and 2.69 respectively.  
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Employment Status  

Approximately 73.6% of the population within the Kellyville Precinct is employed. It is 

also noted that 17% of the population is employed in part-time work. Approximately 4% 

of the population is unemployed and looking for either part-time or full-time work.  

 

 
 

Occupation  

The occupation statistics quantify the occupations in which the residents work, and this 

is influenced by the economic base and employment opportunities available in the area, 

education levels, and the working and social aspirations of the population. The main 

occupations of Kellyville residents are as professionals with 27.8%, clerical and 

administrative workers with 18.75%, and managers with 17.3%. Approximately 64% of 

the population were employed within these three occupation groups.  

 

Households (No.) Persons (No.)

One Person 150 150

Two Persons 437 874

Three Persons 418 1,254

Four Persons 605 2,420

Five Persons 266 1,330

Six Persons 89 534

Seven Persons 19 133

Eight + Persons 11 88

TOTAL 1,995 6,783

Household Size 3.40



The Hills Corridor Strategy      Demographic Assessment 

 31 

 
 

Household Income  

Household income is an indicator of socio-economic status, skills and occupations, and is 

linked to a number of factors including the employment status, age, qualifications and 

type of employment undertaken by the household. Approximately 59% of households 

within the precinct had an annual income of more than $100,000 000 (compared with 

36% for the Sydney Metro Region) and around 41% of households had an annual 

income of less than $100,000 000 (compared with 64% for the Sydney Metro Region). 

The proportion of each household within each income bracket is shown in the following 

graph.   

 

 
 

Travel to Work  

A very high proportion of employed residents within the precinct use private cars to 

travel to work with approximately 71% travelling to work by car as either a driver or 

passenger. This usage is significantly higher than both The Hills Shire (63.2%) and the 

Sydney Metro Region (58.3%). Approximately 16% of employed residents travelled to 

work via some form of public transport. The proportion of public transport patronage is 

higher than The Hills Shire (12.2%), and lower than the public transport patronage 

within the broader Sydney Metro Region (20%). The slightly higher public transport 

patronage in this location likely reflects the accessibility to the North West Transitway. 
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The following graph shows the methods of travel used by employed residents within the 

precinct.  

 

 
 

Car Ownership  

The car ownership rate is around 2 cars per household. This figure is slightly lower than 

the ownership rate for The Hills Shire (2.03 cars per household) and higher that the 

Sydney Metro Region (1.53 cars per household). Approximately 1% of households within 

the precinct do not own a car. As a comparison, the proportion of households within The 

Hills Shire and the Sydney Metro Region that do not own a car is around 2.74% and 

11.8% respectively. More than 75% of households within the precinct own two or more 

cars.  

 

 
 

  

Cars per Household Households (No.) Cars (No.)

Nil Cars 26 0

One Car 468 468

Two Cars 1,070 2,140

Three Cars 289 867

Four or More Cars 113 452

TOTAL 1,966 3,927

Cars per Household 2.00
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ROUSE HILL 

 

A review has been undertaken of the age structure, household structure, household size, 

employment status, occupation, method of travel to work, car ownership and household 

income within the Precinct. The outcome of the review is included below.  

 

Profile Area 

The Study Area comprises the existing Rouse Hill commercial/retail/residential centre at 

its core, Castlebrook Lawn Cemetery and Crematorium and surrounding residential 

areas. The general built form of the mixed commercial/retail/residential buildings within 

the core vary between 2 to 8 storeys. Rouse Hill Shopping Centre is an open street style 

shopping centre and includes a bus transport hub located at Windsor Road. 
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Age Structure  

Approximately 23.5% of the population within the Rouse Hill Precinct is aged between 

30-39 years which is higher than both The Hills Shire (13%) and Sydney Metro Region 

(15%). In addition to this almost 21.5% of the population is aged between 0-9 years 

which is higher than both The Hills Shire (14%) and Sydney Metro Region (13.1%). As 

can be seen on the age structure graph, the proportion of residents aged over 50 years 

is considerably lower than both The Hills Shire and the Sydney Metro Region. The age 

profile of the precinct is highly reflective of a precinct containing a large proportion of 

younger couples with children.  

 

 
 

Household Structure  

Approximately 56% of households within the Rouse Hill Precinct contain couples with 

children. This proportion is higher than both The Hills Shire (52%) and the Sydney Metro 

Region (38.6%). The proportion of couples with no children is 23.3% which is lower that 

both The Hills Shire (24.6%) and Sydney Metro Region (23.9%). The precinct does 

however have a lower proportion one parent families and lone person households when 

compared to the proportion of households within both The Hills Shire and Sydney Metro 

Region.  
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Household Size  

The average household size represents the average number of persons per dwelling in a 

given area. Within the Rouse Hill Precinct the average household size is 3.24 persons per 

household. As a comparison within The Hills Shire and Sydney Metro Region the average 

household size is 3.08 and 2.69 respectively.  

 

 
 

Employment Status  

Approximately 76.5% of the population within the Rouse Hill Precinct is employed. It is 

also noted that 17% of the population is employed in part-time work. Approximately 3% 

of the population is unemployed and looking for either part-time or full-time work. The 

Sydney Metro Northwest will attract more businesses and open up new employment 

opportunities for local residents. 

 

 
 

Occupation  

The occupation statistics quantify the occupations in which the residents work, and this 

is influenced by the economic base and employment opportunities available in the area, 

education levels, and the working and social aspirations of the population. The main 

occupations of Kellyville residents are as professionals with 26%, managers with 17.5%, 

and clerical and administrative workers with 17.3%. Approximately 60% of the 

population were employed within these three occupation groups.  

 

Households (No.) Persons (No.)

One Person 182 182

Two Persons 549 1,098

Three Persons 382 1,146

Four Persons 587 2,348

Five Persons 230 1,150

Six Persons 69 414

Seven Persons 20 140

Eight + Persons 14 112

TOTAL 2,033 6,590

Household Size 3.24
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Household Income  

Household income is an indicator of socio-economic status, skills and occupations, and is 

linked to a number of factors including the employment status, age, qualifications and 

type of employment undertaken by the household. Approximately 57% of households 

within the precinct had an annual income of more than $100,000 (compared with 36% 

for the Sydney Metro Region) and around 43% of households had an annual income of 

less than $100,000 (compared with 64% for the Sydney Metro Region). The proportion 

of each household within each income bracket is shown in the following graph.   

 

 
 

Travel to Work  

A very high proportion of employed residents within the precinct use private cars to 

travel to work with approximately 75% travelling to work by car as either a driver or 

passenger. This usage is significantly higher than both The Hills Shire (63.2%) and the 

Sydney Metro Region (58.3%). Approximately 11% of employed residents travelled to 

work via some form of public transport.  The proportion of public transport patronage is 

lower than The Hills Shire (12.2%), and lower than the public transport patronage within 

the broader Sydney Metro Region (20%). The following graph shows the methods of 

travel used by employed residents within the precinct.  
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Car Ownership  

The car ownership rate is around 1.92 cars per household. This figure is slightly lower 

than the ownership rate for The Hills Shire (2.03 cars per household) and higher that the 

Sydney Metro Region (1.53 cars per household). Approximately 2% of households within 

the precinct do not own a car. As a comparison, the proportion of households within The 

Hills Shire and the Sydney Metro Region that do not own a car is around 2.74% and 

11.8% respectively. Approximately 73% of households within the precinct own two or 

more cars.  

 

 
 

  

Cars per Household Households (No.) Cars (No.)

Nil Cars 33 0

One Car 515 515

Two Cars 1136 2272

Three Cars 246 738

Four or More Cars 86 344

TOTAL 2016 3869

Cars per Household 1.92
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WHOLE CORRIDOR 

 

Age Structure  

Approximately 29% of the population within the Corridor is aged between 20-39 years 

which is similar to the Sydney Metro Region (30%) but higher than The Hills Shire 

(24%). In addition to this almost 26% of the population is aged under 19 years which is 

similar to the Sydney Metro Region (25.5%) but slightly lower than The Hills Shire 

(29%). 

 

 
 

Household Structure  

Approximately 51% of households within the corridor contain couples with children. This 

proportion is slightly lower than The Hills Shire (52%), but higher than the Sydney Metro 

Region (38.6%). The proportion of couples with no children is 25.16% is slightly higher 

than both The Hills Shire (24.6%) and Sydney Metro Region (23.9%).  
 

 
 

 

 

 

Household Size  

The average household size represents the average number of persons per dwelling in a 

given area. Within the corridor, the average household size is 3.11 persons per 
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household. As a comparison within The Hills Shire and Sydney Metro Region the average 

household size is 3.08 and 2.69 respectively.  

 

 
 

Employment Status  

Approximately 70% of the population within the population is employed (comprising 

18% employed in part-time work). Approximately 3.4% of the population is unemployed 

and looking for either part-time or full-time work. The Sydney Metro Northwest will 

attract more businesses and open up new employment opportunities for local residents. 

 

 
 

Occupation  

The occupation statistics quantify the occupations in which the residents work, and this 

is influenced by the economic base and employment opportunities available in the area, 

education levels, and the working and social aspirations of the population. The main 

occupations of residents within the corridor are as professionals with 28.7%, clerical and 

administrative workers with 17.8% and managers with 17.5%. Approximately 64% of 

the population were employed within these three occupation groups.  

 

Households (No.) Persons (No.)

One Person 1,349 1,349

Two Persons 2,930 5,860

Three Persons 2,118 6,354

Four Persons 2,744 10,976

Five Persons 1,139 5,695

Six Persons 369 2,214

Seven Persons 102 714

Eight + Persons 57 456

TOTAL 10,808 33,618

Household Size 3.11
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Household Income  

Household income is an indicator of socio-economic status, skills and occupations, and is 

linked to a number of factors including the employment status, age, qualifications and 

type of employment undertaken by the household. Approximately 53% of households 

within the precinct had an annual income of more than $100,000 (compared with 36% 

for the Sydney Metro Region) and around 46% of households had an annual income of 

less than $100,000 (compared with 64% for the Sydney Metro Region). The proportion 

of each household within each income bracket is shown in the following graph.   

 

 
 

Travel to Work  

A very high proportion of employed residents within the precinct use private cars to 

travel to work with approximately 70% travelling to work by car as either a driver or 

passenger. This usage is higher than both The Hills Shire (63.2%) and the Sydney Metro 

Region (58.3%). Approximately 16% of employed residents travelled to work via some 

form of public transport.  The proportion of public transport patronage is higher than The 

Hills Shire (12.2%), and lower than the public transport patronage within the broader 

Sydney Metro Region (20%). The following graph shows the methods of travel used by 

employed residents within the precinct.  
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Car Ownership  

The car ownership rate is around 2.03 cars per household. This figure is consistent with 

the rate for The Hills Shire (2.03 cars per household) and higher that the Sydney Metro 

Region (1.53 cars per household). Approximately 2.4% of households within the corridor 

do not own a car. As a comparison, the proportion of households within The Hills Shire 

and the Sydney Metro Region that do not own a car is around 2.74% and 11.8% 

respectively. Approximately 74% of households within the corridor own two or more 

cars.  

 

 
 

 
  

Cars per Household Households (No.) Cars (No.)

Nil Cars 333 0

One Car 3393 3393

Two Cars 6941 13882

Three Cars 2378 7134

Four or More Cars 1069 4276

TOTAL 14114 28685

Cars per Household 2.03



The Hills Corridor Strategy      Demographic Assessment 

 42 

 

THE HOUSING WE NEED  

 

Current NSW Population Forecasts indicate growth (excluding future growth around the 

new stations) of around 103,000 people for The Hills Shire by 2031, which represents 

around 6.5% of Greater Sydney’s forecast growth of 1.6 million.  
 

Greater Sydney’s growth will require around 665,000 new dwellings in a variety of 

typologies. Using past growth patterns as a guide, Sydney has insufficient land to grow 

in the same manner and a large percentage of this future growth will need to be in 

higher density forms.  

 

For the Hills Shire, the release areas of Kellyville/Rouse Hill, Balmoral Road, North 

Kellyville and Box Hill provide a total of 25,000 dwellings with 15,000 (60%) using the 

traditional single home. The existing areas of the Shire will provide the remaining 11,000 

homes, mostly in higher density multi dwelling forms. The Sydney Metro Northwest will 

add a further 25,524 dwellings mainly in multi-unit form around the new stations. Based 

on 2011 ABS Census figures the Hills Shire household structure consists of 

approximately 83% of the population requiring a family home. Therefore the multi-unit 

housing product needs to encourage family friendly apartments and also needs to 

encourage “empty nesters” to trade their family home for a multi-unit dwelling to make 

available more traditional family homes. It is imperative that new multi-unit dwelling 

developments are of outstanding design, size and density to support this goal.  
 

In summary the expected characteristics of the Hills Shire population, both now and into the 

future, is a larger proportion of households of couples with children than the wider Sydney 

area. This difference requires a focus on housing outcomes to suit the family demographic. 
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TRANSIT CENTRE ANALYSIS  

 

Demographic analysis can give a guide to how the population mix will change as density 

increases within the Precinct. The population make-up of and characteristics of residents 

around major transit centres generally differs from traditional low density areas.  In 

order to enable a forecast to be undertaken of the demographic profile of future 

residents within and around the future railway stations, an analysis has been conducted 

of the walking catchment of the following transit centres.  

 

 Hornsby;  

 St Leonards; 

 Chatswood; 

 Hurstville; and 

 Meadowbank-West Ryde.  

 

These centres are considered to provide a reasonable indication of the projected 

demographics for each station precinct. An overview of the outcome of this analysis is 

included below. 

 

Age Structure  

The transit centres tended to have a higher proportion of 20-39 year olds with a single 

peak over this age group. Across the centres residents aged between 20-39 years 

averaged around 50% of the overall population. This is significantly higher than both The 

Hills Shire and The Sydney Metro Region, where the proportion of the population within 

this age group was 24.4% and 30% respectively. Within the transit centres the 

proportion of residents aged between 0-20 years averaged at around 15.8% of the 

overall population. This is considerably lower than the average for both The Hills Shire 

and the Sydney Metro Region, where the proportion of the population within this age 

group was 24.4% and 30% respectively.  

 

 
 

Household size 

The average household size within each of the transit centres ranged between 1.95 and 

2.63 persons per household. The results of the analysis are included in the following 

table.  
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Household Structure  

Within the transit centres the proportion of households comprising couples with no 

children ranged between 23.1% and 33.3%, with an average of approximately 27%. 

Whereas the proportion of households comprising couples with children ranged between 

28.4% and 45.8% with an average of approximately 39%. It is noted that whilst the 

proportion of group households, lone person households and couples without children 

will likely increase, there will continue to be a relatively high proportion of households 

containing couples with children, given the family demographic within The Hills Shire.      

 

 
 

Travel to Work  

 

The proportion of employed residents within each of the transit centres that currently 

catch public transport to work is included in the following table. The table identified the 

public transport patronage of employed residents within 0-400 metres and 400-800 

metres of each station.  

 

 
 

 

Centre
Persons/ 

household

Hornsby 2.26

St Leonards 1.95

Chatswood 2.44

Hurstville 2.63

Meadowbank-West Ryde 2.08

Projected 2.27

Centre

Public Transport 

Inner Catchment 

(%)

Public 

Transport Outer 

Catchment (%)

Hornsby 45.99% 32.80%

St Leonards 49.31% 37.23%

Chatswood 42.43% 35.78%

Hurstville 43.62% 30.91%

Meadowbank-West Ryde 40.81% 23.53%

Projected 44.43% 32.05%
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