
Our community is growing! By 2036 we are expecting 
to see significant change in our Shire. Following on 
from our Hills Future 2036: Local Strategic Planning 
Statement (LSPS), Council has prepared a planning 
proposal for a new Local Environmental Plan (LEP) to 
help us manage well planned growth and development 
in the Hills.

The draft LEP applies to all land in The Hills, with the 
exception of the North West Growth Area (Box Hill and 
North Kellyville Precincts) and will be on exhibition 
from 10 July 2020, with submissions closing at 5pm 
on 7 August 2020.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
 

What is a Local Environmental Plan? 
A Local Environmental Plan (LEP) is a legal 
document that identifies what types of buildings and 
activities are permitted on certain land. The Hills LEP 
is the primary planning tool to guide new 
development to ensure community expectations and 
aspirations are achieved in line with Council’s vision 
and strategic planning.
Why has Council prepared a new LEP?
All Councils are required to update their Local 
Environmental Plan on a regular basis and to give 
effect to the Central City District Plan. 

The Central City District Plan is the State 
Government's 20 year plan to manage growth in the 
area governed by the local Councils of Parramatta, 
The Hills, Blacktown and Cumberland. 

The Hills has grown and changed a lot since the 
previous plan’s commencement in 2012. Our latest 
plan includes a number of amendments that reflect 
the existing and developing character of The Hills as 
expressed in the Hills Future 2036: Local Strategic 
Planning Statement.  

Whats changing? 
Council’s proposal includes a number of refinements 
and general housekeeping amendments. A summary 
of the key changes is provided on the following page.

Will this change what I can do on my land?
For the majority of residents, there will be no change to 
how you can use your land. It will simply be a change to 
the name of the LEP from 2019 to 2020. The proposed 
LEP will involve changes to zoning of some areas in 
Rouse Hill, Beaumont Hills and Kellyville and changes 
to minimum lot sizes in some areas of West Pennant 
Hills. Further details and maps of the affected areas 
are available for inspection.

What happens if I lodge a Development 
Application during the exhibition process?
An application lodged during the exhibition period will 
need to consider the provisions of the draft LEP as 
part of the assessment. This is in addition to the usual 
assessment of the Council’s current LEP. The extent to 
which the draft LEP affects the proposed development 
will be assessed on a case by case basis.

What happens next?
Following the exhibition period a report will be 
prepared for Council detailing feedback received and 
any recommended changes to the planning proposal. 
If you submit feedback on the proposal you will be 
notified of the date of the relevant Council meeting.

Where can I view the proposed Local Environmental 
Plan?
All exhibition materials, including an online map, will 
be made available on Council’s website at: 

www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/LEP2020 

Can I ask to change the zoning or controls of my 
land?
Consideration can be given to minor corrections that 
have minimal impact and are in line with Council 
policy. The purpose of this review is to bring our LEP 
into alignment with the Central City District Plan and 
Council’s Hills Future 2036: Local Strategic Planning 
Statement. It is not intended as an alternate pathway 
for consideration of active planning proposals or site 
specific proposals for change. Site specific proposals 
require detailed investigations which are not able to be 
undertaken as part of this LEP review process. 
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What is changing? 
A summary of the key changes is provided below:

• Supporting the role and function of strategic centres by applying planning controls to support balanced
growth, including limiting the proportion of serviced apartments on land zoned for commercial purposes.

• Encouraging a mix of complementary land uses in our rural areas to enhance the productive capacity
of our rural land.

• Inclusion of a new objective in the RU6 Transition zone to protect and enhance rural character.

• Supporting vibrant, small scale neighbourhood centres by encouraging a mix of new and established
uses including artisan food and drink industries.

• Making sure that land zoning maps are better matched to property boundaries, particularly in areas
where land acquisition for infrastructure, such as road widening and stormwater management, has
occurred.

• Protecting and enhancing residential character through land zoning in some areas of Kellyville,
Beaumont Hills and Rouse Hill, minimum lot size controls in West Pennant Hills, a new local character
map for the Showground Station Precinct, and limiting flexibility for zone boundaries to be varied in
residential areas.

• Reinstating the underlying zoning in the deferred matters area of Showground Station Precinct
until precinct planning for the Cattai Creek West area is complete.

• Introducing boundary retaining walls as development not requiring consent, subject to a set of criteria.

Find out more

• Exhibition Commences:  Friday 10 July 2020
• Exhibition Closes: 5pm Friday 7 August 2020
• Council’s Website: www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/LEP2020
• Q & A: During the exhibition period you can submit a question using the form on the website.

On Fridays we will post answers to questions raised during the week.
• Phone: You can call our LEP2020 team on 9843 0597 during business hours.
• Out of Hours Phone Service: We appreciate that everyone is busy, so to ensure you have an
opportunity to ask questions, we are running a number of dedicated out of hours phone sessions.

         TimeDate  
     5pm to 8pm

5pm to 8pm
Thursday 16 July
Thursday 23 July 
Saturday 25 July 11am to 2pm
Thursday 30 July 5pm to 8pm

Make a submission
• Online at www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/LEP2020
• By post to The General Manager, Attention: Forward Planning (3/2020/PLP),The Hills Shire Council,

PO Box 7064, Norwest  BC  2153
• Email to council@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Please Note: Current NSW Government social distancing measures to slow the spread of the Covid-19 virus mean that we are 
not able to conduct face to face consultation sessions at this time. If restrictions change during the exhibition period, additional 
engagement opportunities may become available. Please refer regularly to Council’s website for updates.

www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/LEP2020 | 9843 0597

http://WWW.THEHILLS.NSW.GOV.AU/LEP2020



