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ADVANCED SPORTS TAPING
Wednesday, 29 March, 6:30pm

DISABILITY EDUCATION: 
SPORTS ABILITY GAMES
Wednesday, 5 April, 6:30pm

SPORTS NUTRITION
Wednesday, 24 May, 6:30pm

SPONSORSHIP, 
FUNDRAISING & GRANTS
Thursday, 22 June, 6:30pm

KICK START 2017
FREE  SPORTS TRAINING SERIES

All courses are held at The Hills Shire Council. For bookings head
to www.thehills.nsw.gov.au and search for Kick Start in the search box.   

for sporting clubs in The Hills—limited to 2 members per club
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Giants in the 
Community

North Kellyville release 

sportinG Clubs are a key part of any Community and play an inteGral 
role in its soCial fabriC.

h ow  d o  n e w  r e l e a s e  a r e a s  G r ow  a n d  d e v e lo p ?

t
he Gws Giants, Greater western 
sydney’s own afl team, 
understand that as well as 
providing action and excitement 

on the field for fans, as role models they 
also have a key opportunity to have a 
positive impact on the lives of many 
community members.

the hills shire Council has recently 
teamed up the Gws Giants to create a 
community partnership program that will 
connect residents with the major national 
sporting club and all it has to offer.

Over the next few months, local seniors, 
young people, the Chinese community 
and others will have an opportunity 
to interact with the Giants both at 
local sports fields and at GWS Giants 
headquarters through a range of fun and 
engaging activities that address nutrition, 
exercise and skills development. 

Council has worked closely with local 
former test cricketer, radio personality 
and Gws representative Gavin robertson 

to create this unique ‘behind the scenes’ 
opportunity to Giants to team up with 
the local community.

Local Giant, mid-fielder Tom Scully, says 
the hills is a great place to live. “it has 
an almost rural feel about it, but it’s only 
45 minutes from the city,” he said.
“being with Gws, i think it’s great being in 

the Northwest. It’s important to me to feel 

part of the community.”  

the Gws Giants enjoy a growing 

supporter base in the sydney hills. Catch 

the Giants this season from March, with 

their first home game at Spotless Stadium 

on 1 april against the Gold Coast suns.

t
he nsw department 
of Planning & 
environment is 
working with councils 

and communities to help 
provide new homes in sydney 
close to jobs and services. 

north kellyville is a new 
release area that was planned 
under the nsw Government’s 
north west priority Growth 
area along with other nearby 
release areas, including box 
hill. the area is bounded by 
smalls Creek to the west, 
Cattai Creek to the east and 
north and samantha riley 
drive to the south.

The planning for North 
Kellyville was finalised in 
december 2008 – allowing 
a new community to be 
developed with up to 4,500 
new homes.

in any new release area, it 
is the nsw Government’s 
role to provide water, sewer, 
power and arterial road links. 
developers also contribute to 
these costs through charges 
levied by relevant agencies.

Council, under the guidance 
of the NSW Government, 
prepares a list of things a new 
community needs including 
parks, drainage, playing fields 
and local roads. developers 
pay a contribution to 
Council in order to fund this 
infrastructure.

north kellyville’s community 
infrastructure will cost a 
total of $178 million - this is 
jointly funded by developers 
and the nsw Government. 
to date, Council has 
collected $90.2 million from 
developers and spent $55.3 
million, mainly on purchasing 

land. acquiring all the land 
needed can be challenging, 
particularly when it involves 
many individual landowners 
who may or may not be 
ready to sell.

Choosing to buy and live 
in a new release area 
has both positives and 
drawbacks. Construction 
of all its services is a long-
term proposition, and north 
kellyville is going through 
this process of long-term 
transformation. 

like all new release areas, 
there will be growing pains. 
Council understands this and 
the process of delivering what

has been planned for North 
kellyville is underway.

at this stage, Council still 
has a lot of land to buy for 
infrastructure and is actively 
looking for opportunities to 
start providing open space 
sooner rather than later, 
given the number of people 
who have already moved in.

oxlade street reserve is 
being planned now with 
construction expected to 
begin later this year. as well, 
design work is underway for 
stringer road sportsgrounds, 
scheduled to commence in 
the 19/20 financial year once 
all of the land needed 

is acquired. more reserves 
and sports fields are being 
planned now for the future.

Council is also focused on 
roads within north kellyville, 
including upgrading hezlett 
Road to four lanes and 
completing samantha riley 
Drive to four lanes. 

while roadworks continue 
through this area, delays 
can be expected, however 
Council is working with 
contractors to minimise 
traffic disruption. 

the patience & understanding 
of residents is appreciated.

NorTh KellyvIlle’S commuNITy 
INfrASTrucTure wIll coST A 
ToTAl of $178 mIllIoN
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Sportsground
‘reNovatioN rescue’

Deep breAThING - AerATIoN
Aeration is carried out three or four 
times each year. a cylindrical drum 
punctures the grounds putting holes all 
over the field so water, air and fertiliser 
can get down to the roots. this also 
allows the distribution of soil across the 
field.

DebuGGING - weeD AND peST 
TreATmeNT  
Fields are treated for weed and pest 
infestation (pests eat the roots and 
kill the grass). Getting bugs out of the 
fields is important before the bugs eat 
the grass, or cockatoos come in their 
hundreds to eat the bugs and destroy 
the fields.

DreSSeD for SucceSS - Top 
DreSSING
Fields must have a good coverage of 
turf to provide cushioning and they 
must also drain well to ensure play can 
continue as soon as possible after rain. 
top dressing involves spreading sand 
across the fields to fill holes and keep 
the field surface sloping the correct way. 

Sow fINe - overSowING
Different grasses are used for different 
seasons. in winter, rye grass is used 
and summer grass is generally Couch 
and kykuyu. oversowing is started at 
the end of February or start of March 
when the weather cools down and fields 
need three to four weeks of rest to let 

the shoots grow. when the summer 
grass dies off the winter grass is ready 
to go.

pATchING up - TurfING
At the end of a sports season some 
high-use areas on fields, particularly 
near goals and the centre of the 
ground, often need returfing. In these 
cases overused areas may need to be 
completely dug out and replaced with 
new turf as a last resort. Cricket wickets 
must be covered with topsoil and turf 
at the end of the season and requires 
three to four weeks to bed in. New 
artificial turf solutions have worked well 
for some wickets, and expanding this to 
other wickets is being considered.

o n C e  s p o r t  h a s  f i n i s h e d  fo r  t h e  s u m m e r,  i t ’s  ‘ r e n ovat i o n  r e s C u e ’ 
t i m e  fo r  f i e l d s ,  w h e n  a  m a j o r  p r o G r a m  ta k e s  p l a C e  to  G e t  f i e l d s 
r e a dy  fo r  t h e  o n s l au G h t  o f  w i n t e r  s p o r t.  w i n t e r  s p o r ts  
G e n e r a l ly  h av e  a  h i G h  i m pa C t  o n  G r a s s  a n d  s i G n i f i C a n t  w o r k  i s 
n e e d e d  to  b r i n G  t h e  f i e l d s  b a C k  to  to p  C o n d i t i o n .

DID you 
KNow?
69 fields are being 
renovated including the 
showground – that’s 
around 63ha

10 tonne of grass 
seed is being used for 
oversowing covering 29 
ha of sports fields

33 tonnes of pellet 
fertiliser and 750 litres 
of liquid fertiliser will 
kick the grass along

1,370 tonnes of top 
dressing sand will be 
spread

11,100 m2 of turf will 
repair high use areas

oNlINe INTerfAce 
helpS you reporT 
ISSueS fAST 
you’re out and about 
and you see an issue that 
needs attention - it could be 
something like graffiti on 
public property, a pothole or 
even a broken swing in a park.

whAT Do you Do?
you could wait until you can 
make a call during council 
business hours.

you could write a letter and 
mail it to Council’s Gpo box.
or
you could report it on the 
spot with your smart phone, 
selecting your location and 
attaching an image using City 
watch.

why woulD you 
chooSe cITy wATch 
AS The beST opTIoN?
the job will be logged 
instantly. an individual 
number will acknowledge your 
request.

the task will be allocated 
automatically to the right 
person who can schedule 
work.

you can request to be 
contacted when the work is 
complete to close the loop.

you have the option to give 
feedback on how satisfied you 
are with the work and whether 
the job was completed.

feedback is analysed on a 

monthly basis and used to 
improve the way things  
are done.

last year, more than 
630 people completed 
a satisfaction survey for 
customer requests, with 84 

per cent of people satisfied or 
very satisfied – up from 79 per 
cent in the previous year.
there’s a saying: “don’t put 
off until tomorrow what 
you can do today” - go to 
Council’s website and search 
for City Watch.

help us watch our city

whAT hAppeNS IN A SporTSGrouND reNovATIoN?

find new ways to search – explore  
– discover your library.

we will soon be launching a new way 
to interact with your library. our 
new system will enable you to:

4  Join Online (for Hills Residents)
4   Quickly and easily borrow the 

latest emagazines, ebooks and 
eaudiobooks

4  Create your own book lists
4  rate books you’ve read

4   Create tags for your favourite 
books

4   Get alerts emailed direct to you 
when new items come in

4   See new books, staff picks & more
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/library

STArTS 1 mArch 2017

New lIbrAry TechNoloGy wIll lAuNch ThIS AuTumN!

eNcourAGING A love of reADING
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the sMart series will 
run across three different 
streams: sMart start, 
sMart operate and 
sMart Grow.

our sMart start series is 
aimed at new businesses and 
community groups looking 
for support and further 
information to help them 
through their infancy.  This 
stream includes sMart 
ignite, a free networking 
event for our Sydney Hills 
community, as well as 
workshops focused on start-
ups and community groups.

sMart operate is for those 
businesses that have been 

in operation for longer than 
two years and are looking 
to create more efficiency 
in their environment.  the 
workshops will be focused on 
the areas of finance, people 
and systems.

Council’s sMart Grow 
series is aimed at established 
businesses that are looking  
to create business plans  
& objectives centred  
on the strategic  
direction of their  
business, equipping  
them with the tools  
to be able to grow and  
expand their business.  
As part of this stream,  
there will be an interactive 

business planning  
workshop, as well as 
workshops centred on  
sales and marketing.
 

those most at risk are 
children under three. many 
children are hospitalised as 
a result of a near drowning 
incident and some are left 
with persisting neurological 
impairment as a result of a 
non-fatal drowning.

to combat this risk, royal 
Life Saving and consumer 
affairs agencies around 
australia have collaborated 

on a portable pool safety 
campaign. Called ‘make it 
Safe’, the campaign aims to 
educate people on the risks 
of owning a portable pool and 
encourages five simple safety 
steps to reduce the risks.

1. Check with your local 
council regarding fencing 
requirements. in the hills, a 
portable pool is required to be 
surrounded by child resistant 

fencing that complies with the 
Swimming Pools Act 1992 and 
australian standards.

2.  ensure you always actively 
supervise children within 
arms’ reach whenever they 
are in, or around the water.
never rely on older children 
to supervise younger children, 
no matter how confident 
you are about their ability to 
supervise the younger child. 

for smaller pools – ensure you 
empty them and put them 
away when you are finished 
with them.

3.  always store portable 
pools safely away from young 
children. ensure the pool 
cannot fill with rain water or 
water from sprinklers. Visit 
www.royallifesaving.com.au/
makeitsafe for handy tips and 
resources.

smarteN up!

portable pool?
how safe is your 

lookinG to sharpen up your business skills? why not take one of our 
workshops,  CoverinG business and Community Groups from Complete 
start-ups to mature businesses lookinG to Grow and expand.

do you own an inflatable pool or a portable pool? portable, inflatable 
or pop-up swimminG pools pose a serious drowninG risk to Children.

For information visit Council’s  
website and search for ‘business’.

Government Partners

Thank you to support and principal
partners of the Small Business Exchange

Support Partners Principal Partner

l

Business Exchange Focus Advert.indd   1 14/2/17   2:34 pm

Date: Wed 17 May, 2017
Time: 9am – 2pm
Location:  The Hills Shire Council
 3 Columbia Court
 Baulkham Hills

Bookings are essential and places are 
limited. Phone 9843 0145
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River
of dreams

A leisurely paddle down the Hawkesbury River is a mix of scenic euphoria, 
loopy circadian rhythms, sheer excitement and memorable moments.

For the adventurist, young-at-heart  
or those wanting to take a break from 
the daily grind, a scenic kayak trip 
down the Hawkesbury River is the 
perfect way to recharge and enjoy the 
natural wonders of The Hills.
 
From Lower Portland, the river twists 
and turns, towards the sea through 
spectacular mountainsides, flood plains 
and sandstone country more than 200 
million years old.

Along its banks, The Hills tells the 
story of the earliest days of British 
settlement. The area was landmarked 
as a food bowl for the colony.
 
The River allowed for flourishing trade, 
as steam boats carried passengers, 
food and goods up and down the 
Hawkesbury. The River was a lifeline 
for settlers, and it remains as a visual 
timeline for those wanting to soak up 
The Hills’ vast history.

Photo: Hawkesbury River, Lower Portland

A couple of hours’ paddle from Lower 
Portland to Wisemans Ferry you can 
see reminders of the region’s rich 
agricultural past, which remains today, 
with old sheds, rusting machinery and 
the sounds of bellbirds echoing through 
the valley.
 
Wildlife and natural Australian greenery 
are never in short supply with water 
birds and the occasional jumping fish 
providing a show for visitors. 
On the way back, a stop at boat-
friendly eatery, Paradise Café is a must.
 
The waterside cafe has a wharf and 
supplied mooring for boats. For kayaks, 
a boat ramp is available so you can 
easily pull the paddle boat to shore 
with ease.

Paradise is renowned for its pizzas 
including the Gump, Shelley and Steve 
special which come in small, medium, 
large and family sizes. You can also 
order half and half pizzas if you are 
undecided on a topping (only in large 
and family size pizzas only).
 
Once you’ve chosen your menu item, 
it’s now time to sit back on the café’s 
deck, relax and watch the world go by.
 
A day on the River is ideal for family 
holidays, romantic getaways or solo 

travellers wanting to get away from 
the hustle and bustle of city life and 
looking for a great outdoors adventure 
through stunning rural Hills scenery.
 

If you are looking to spend more time 
on the Hawkesbury, weekenders, 
caravan parks and camping grounds 
are also available.
 
The River is also popular for power 
boat enthusiasts, water skiers and 
water sports lovers.
 
Kayaks can be hired from a number
of water sports shops in the area.
 
You can choose to do a day trip 
or challenge yourself with a paddle 
to Berowra.

Hills Focus [river of dreams].indd   1 17/2/17   2:45 pm
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SoAp mAKING
friday, 24 march 
9:30am—1:30pm       
balcombe heights estate

 

compoSTING AND 
worm fArmING
saturday, 25 march 
10am—Midday
balcombe heights estate
 
SuSTAINAble  
fooD Tour
friday, 31 march 
9am—3pm
Council building
 
cheeSe mAKING
friday, 7 april 
9:30am—1:30pm
Castle Grand kitchen
 
lIvING wITh leSS 
chemIcAlS & GreeN 
cleANING
wednesday, 12 april 
10am—12:30pm    
balcombe heights estate
 

herbAl GArDeNING      
thursday, 6 april 
10am—Noon   

 
 
bIrD ATTrAcTING 
GArDeN        
thursday, 20 april 
10am—11:30am
                  
GArDeNING IN SmAll 
SpAceS   
thursday, 27 april 
10am—11:30am

Try something new

reDuce, 
reuSe

buSh 
wAlKS

your 
GArDeN

De-cluTTerING
thursday, 20 april 
5:30pm—7:30pm
Castle hill library
 
beAuTy AND pAmper 
proDucT mAKING
friday, 28 april 
9:30am—1:30pm 
balcombe heights estate
 
Places are limited. 
bookings essential
thehillswasteservices.
eventbrite.com.au

this project is a nsw epa waste 
less, recycle more initiative, 
funded from the waste levy.

compoST AND worm 
fArmING
thursday, 4 may 
10am—Noon
                  
compoST 
eNhANcemeNT 
thursday, 11 may 
10am—11am 

muShroom GrowING   
thursday, 18 may 
10am—1pm

 
 
 
 

                  
SpIrAl GArDeN 
thursday, 25 may 
10am—Noon
 
workshops held at 
annangrove environment 
Centre.

cATTAI creeK  
saturday, 11 march 
9:30am—11:30am   
                  
freD cATerSoN 
reServe
wednesday, 15 march
9:30am—11:30am   
 
TooNGAbbIe creeK    
Saturday, 8 April, 10am—Noon
 
freD cATerSoN 
NIGhT wAlK   
Friday, 28 April , 6pm—8pm
 
freD cATerSoN 
hAbITAT wAlK 
saturday, 13 may 
10am—Noon 
 
worlD eNvIroNmeNT 
DAy      
Saturday, 3 June, 10am—Noon
 
Places are limited.  
bookings essential.
thehillsenvironment.
eventbrite.com.au

We offer meals under 
the National Disability              

Insurance Scheme (NDIS)
Office  

Hours  
Phone 
Email 

Would you like 
more information?
Simply	call or email our office and we will 
provide you	with	more	information.

*Meal delivery includes frail and aged,
people with a disability and their carers.

This	Service	is	supported	by	funding	from	the	Australian	
Government under the Commonwealth Home Support Program.

“	Our	weekly	lunch	is	more	than	just	a	meal,	we	
meet	our	friends,	have	some	fun	and	the	food	is	
pretty good too!”

Alice,	Client

“it’s	great	not	having	to	worry	about	where	my	next	
meal	will	come	from.	“

Eric,	Client

“I	can’t	stand	for	long	periods	of	time	anymore.	Meal	
time is now a breeze.”

Lola. Client

3 Columbia Court
BAULKHAM HILLS  NSW  2153

Mon - Fri 8:30am - 4:30pm
9761 7602
hcc@thehills.nsw.gov.au

 Home delivered meals

We are a registered NDIS provider
Our	meals	are	tasty,	healthy	and	affordable
We provide home delivery on a day that suits our
service	and	you
Wide	range	of	meal	choices	to	suit	your
needs
We	cater	for	special	dietary	needs	including
Gluten	free,	diabeties	and	more.

•
•

•

•

•

Best Nutrition

Our menu items are dietitian and NSW Food 
Authority approved. Our suppliers use the latest 
nutritional guidelines when developing seasonal 
menus.	We	use	a	range	of	suppliers	in	order	to	
provide	greater	choice	for	our	customers.	Good	
nutrition and healthy eating will support your ability 
to	increase	independence.
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Authority approved. Our suppliers use the latest 
nutritional guidelines when developing seasonal 
menus.	We	use	a	range	of	suppliers	in	order	to	
provide	greater	choice	for	our	customers.	Good	
nutrition and healthy eating will support your ability 
to	increase	independence.

We offer meals under 
the National Disability              

Insurance Scheme (NDIS)
Office  

Hours  
Phone 
Email 

Would you like 
more information?
Simply	call or email our office and we will 
provide you	with	more	information.

*Meal delivery includes frail and aged,
people with a disability and their carers.

This	Service	is	supported	by	funding	from	the	Australian	
Government under the Commonwealth Home Support Program.

“	Our	weekly	lunch	is	more	than	just	a	meal,	we	
meet	our	friends,	have	some	fun	and	the	food	is	
pretty good too!”

Alice,	Client

“it’s	great	not	having	to	worry	about	where	my	next	
meal	will	come	from.	“

Eric,	Client

“I	can’t	stand	for	long	periods	of	time	anymore.	Meal	
time is now a breeze.”

Lola. Client

3 Columbia Court
BAULKHAM HILLS  NSW  2153

Mon - Fri 8:30am - 4:30pm
9761 7602
hcc@thehills.nsw.gov.au

 Home delivered meals

We are a registered NDIS provider
Our	meals	are	tasty,	healthy	and	affordable
We provide home delivery on a day that suits our
service	and	you
Wide	range	of	meal	choices	to	suit	your
needs
We	cater	for	special	dietary	needs	including
Gluten	free,	diabeties	and	more.

•
•

•

•

•

Best Nutrition

Our menu items are dietitian and NSW Food 
Authority approved. Our suppliers use the latest 
nutritional guidelines when developing seasonal 
menus.	We	use	a	range	of	suppliers	in	order	to	
provide	greater	choice	for	our	customers.	Good	
nutrition and healthy eating will support your ability 
to	increase	independence.

the hills shire CounCil
3 Columbia Court, baulkham hills, nsw 2153
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au  i  02 9843 0555

more  than just  a meal

As part of Sydney Metro 
construction work, 
brookhollow ave will be 
closed for at least nine 
months at the intersection 
of Norwest Boulevarde and 
Century Circuit. 

this closure is required to 
remove the temporary bridge 
beneath the western end 
of Brookhollow Avenue and 
allow the safe construction of 
the station underneath.

All access to and from 
brookhollow avenue will be 

via the eastern end opposite 
Columbia Court. to maintain 
traffic flow from Windsor 
road to norwest boulevarde, 
morning peak hour traffic 
restrictions into brookhollow 
avenue will be implemented.  
all access to brookhollow 
Avenue will be left in from 
norwest boulevarde.  

there will be no right turn 
access during the morning 
peak period. Please refer to 
map above for more details. 
work completed recently 
includes the removal of the 

roundabout and preparation 
for construction of pavement 
in its place, relocation of 
footpaths and excavation 
of verge areas along with 
ongoing relocation of 
electrical utilities.  

in the coming weeks there will 
continue to be out of hours 
work to lay asphalt within the 
median and roundabout areas 
and change line markings.  
A traffic switch will also 
occur on norwest boulevarde 
to shift traffic lanes to 
the centre median area to 

allow work to commence 
on the road during normal 
construction hours.

Drivers should plan for 
extended travel times, drive 
carefully through road work 
zones, follow direction of 
traffic controllers, adhere 
to reduced speed limits and 
follow traffic signs.

For more information or to 
be kept informed of these 
changes, email trains@
metronorthwest.com.au. 

Norwest Boulevarde road worKs update

we offer meAlS uNDer The NATIoNAl 
DISAbIlITy INSurANce Scheme (NDIS)
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The significant increase in population 
growth, at a rate faster than expected, has 
placed unprecedented pressure on existing 
infrastructure. 

more than ever there is an urgent need 
for Council to get on with the provision of 
infrastructure for current and future residents.

In particular, I think of our open space network. 
residents certainly enjoy our green spaces, our 
reserves, our parks, our dog parks, our tracks 
and trails. 

it is what makes the hills, the hills! as the 
population increases, and density increases 
around our train stations and town centres; 
it is imperative that we find a way to not only 
increase our open space network but to also 
improve our current network through the 
provision of facilities such as play grounds, 
bbqs, paths, cycle ways, seating and exercise 
equipment etc.

Requests from residents for improved facilities 
are made on a regular basis, and as a Council 
we are obligated to provide as much as we can. 
already we have committed to the upgrade 
of Bernie Mullane Sports Complex including 
a livvi’s playground and water play area as 
well as improvements to the dam and sporting 
fields. 

in the past year there has been numerous 
upgrades to parks across the shire including 
the long awaited embellishment of Fairway 
drive reserve.

however, there is more work to do. in 
particular, I think of Bella Vista Farm, which, 
with the increase in population in the business 
park and its surrounds, becomes an even more 
important part of our open space network.

there is a tremendous opportunity to improve 
Bella Vista Farm, to make it more family 
friendly and to find a way to open it up so that 
more residents can access the homestead and 
visit the sheep more often.

I look forward to working hard this year to 
improve our open space network and would 
love to hear from residents how we can make 
your local park even better. 

   
CounCillor 
Dr MiChelle   
Byrne
0448 268 140
clr.byrne@thehills.nsw.gov.au

our traditions ouGht to be Cherished

We are, who we are, because of the beliefs and 
customs that have been handed down to us from 
when we took our first breath.

our traditions shape the way we are, whether 
it’s celebrating australia day with mates or 
remembering the birth of Christ on Christmas 
day and opening up presents around the lovingly 
decorated Christmas tree. throughout the year 
our traditions surface – at Easter, the Queen’s 
birthday, new year’s eve, remembrance day and 
anZaC day.

Yet, left wing ideology would have us throw our 
traditions out with the bathwater. do we count 
for nothing?  Are we supposed to be generic, 
bland and beige? should we be politically correct 
and just blend into oblivion?

i think not!  i am a proud 4th generation 
australian, who like many, honours those 
diggers who fought and died for our freedom. I 
won’t be silenced, rather I am respectful of the 
contribution that new Australians from all ends 
of the globe have made, as they embrace our 
traditions and add their flavour to the mix. 

it’s not healthy to be divisive, but it is liberating 
to encourage diversity and assimilation – it’s 
the australian way – never denounce it, simply 
continue to stand up for your values, share the 
stories and commemorate our traditions for 
generations to come.

 lest we forget.

Deputy Mayor 
CounCillor 
roByn preston
0419 200 300
clr.preston@bigpond.com

The Hills Shire is divided up into 
four sections, called wards. 
Wards divide the Shire up for 
operational purposes and each ward 
is represented by your councillors.

In May 2016, parts of The Hills Shire Local 
Government Area were transferred to the City 
of Parramatta under a boundary adjustment 
proclamation and as a result, all wards consistent 
with former boundaries were abolished.  
 
As of 24 January 2017, the NSW Government 
reinstated wards in The Hills Shire, gazetting new 
boundaries based on the new geographic area. 
Four wards are now in place including Central 
Ward, North Ward, East Ward and West Ward.

These now form the basis of a new structure 
that will be used to elect Councillors at the Local 
Government Elections on 9 September 2017. Until 
these elections, all Councillors will continue to 
cover all parts of the Hills Local Government Area.

To view detailed maps and to find out which 
ward you are in, visit Council’s website at
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au
 

B
ou

nd
ar

y 
R

oa
d

O
ld

 N
o

rth
ern

 R
o

ad

O
ld

 W
in

ds
or

 R
oa

d

Samantha Riley Drive

Glenhaven Road

Showground Road

Windsor Road

M2

Castle Hill Road

North Ward

Central Ward

East Ward
West Ward

Wards have 
been reintroduced
in The Hills

Hills Focus 2017.indd   3 17/2/17   3:01 pm

Mayor 
CounCillor  
yvonne Keane
0419 553 495
clr.keane@thehills.nsw.gov.au

As Mayor, one of the most rewarding things 
I do is meet people from our wonderful 
community.

Over the past few months, I had the absolute 
pleasure of being MC for a number of 
community events, including the Christmas 
sky show on Castle hill main street and 
australia day celebrations at bella vista farm. 
Witnessing thousands of people celebrating 
together in our Shire’s fantastic community 
spaces has literally taken my breath away. 

Celebrations are such a wonderful way of 
connecting with each other and enjoying the 
community spirit that makes our shire such a 
wonderful place to live, work and play.

I have also had the joy of reading ‘big books’ to 
groups of children at our Library’s story times, 
and engaging with parents and children in my 
new initiative, mayoral community play dates, 
as we explore our Shire’s new and refurbished 
parks and open spaces. 

i cannot emphasise enough how important it is 
to me to connect with people on a one-to-one 
basis, at a very grass roots level, to understand 
the things that are important to them, and that 
contribute to improving their quality of life. 

I look forward to connecting with even more 
families at upcoming community play dates in 
north kellyville, dural and later in the year at 
annangrove Community environment Centre.  

i learn a lot when i engage with people 
personally, and I often find myself explaining 
how things work at Council to allow us to 
create new community assets and look after 
existing ones. people are genuinely keen to 
understand the processes behind how new 
parks are constructed, potholes are filled and 
streets selected for footpaths.

I have recently had significant engagement 
with people from North Kellyville who have 
moved into a brand new suburb and are 
interested in when their community services 
like parks, local roads, footpaths and kerb and 
guttering will be completed. 

once i explain the process that underlies this, 
including how we collect funds to purchase 
land for open space and work with NSW 

Government agencies to build new roads and 
install services, people are generally satisfied 
that progress in being made in their area.

Can i assure everyone that the hills shire 
Council is working hard on a program to roll 
out community infrastructure right across 
our shire in both new and existing areas, as 
efficiently and effectively as possible, to ensure 
we all have the services we need to enjoy an 
excellent lifestyle. I look forward to continuing 
to listen, connect and engage with residents 
across 2017.
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CounCillor  
MiKe thoMas
0423 798 891
clr.thomas@thehills.nsw.gov.au

haPPy new year to all residents! 

as your local Councillor, i have  attended a 
number of events in recent times. I was pleased 
to attend the official opening of the new club 
house at Glenorie horse and pony Club - a 
great new community facility to be used by the 
community for many years to come.

i attended a mini expo held by abilities 
Empowered, a not-for-profit organisation, in 
celebration of the International Day of People 
with Disability (IDPWD). Abilities Empowered 

CounCillor  
ryan traCey 
0419 429 217
clr.tracey@thehills.nsw.gov.au

successfully launched the event to promote 
awareness of different learning abilities and 
inclusion of people with any form of disability. 
Congratulations to abilities empowered on a 
great event. I was proud to attend a range of 
australia day activities including the Citizenship 
ceremony at bella vista farm. it is always a 
privilege to welcome new australians and 
particularly new australians who choose to make 
the hills their home. 

i was also pleased to liaise with the community 
in regards to the Cherrybrook precinct at the 
new sydney metro north west site. overall 
there is growing concern about the size of 
development and traffic in West Pennant Hills 
Valley that will be generated from this precinct 
in the future. It’s important we remain vigilant 
in regards to ensuring our areas retain the  
quality of life that we expect in The Hills. I am 
sure we can all work together to make sure 
that the state Government is aware that we will 
not accept growth for the sake of growth, and 
that we demand infrastructure such as schools 
and improved transport to deal with the rise in 
population. 

Since the destruction of The Hills Centre we 
have had no large venue for entertainment, 
community events or school graduations. 
Currently the pioneer room at Castle Grand 
is being refurbished into a 300-seat theatre 
venue to address this issue. although this is a 
step closer to having some performance space 
and a venue for local events and productions, it 
does not address the long-term issue. we need 
to invest in a larger purpose-built theatre for 
our local community to attend entertainment, 
community events and graduations locally. 

thanks very much to those in the community 
who have provided support in regards to the 
motion to acknowledge traditional owners at 
Council meetings. unfortunately, the Liberal 
majority decided against the motion with the 
exception of Clr Mark Taylor.  I, alongside my 
fellow Labor councillor colleagues Clr Ray Harty 
oam and Clr tony hay oam will continue the 
fight for acknowledgment of traditional owners. 

finally, it was marvellous to attend the lunar 
new year festival at bella vista farm in its 
first year in this location. It was great to see 
our community come together for this special 
occasion. happy Chinese new year! 

follow The hIllS 
ShIre couNcIl oN 

SocIAl meDIA 
 

C o u n C i l l o r s  C o m m e n t s

CounCillor  
MarK taylor Mp
0419 618 790
clr.taylor@thehills.nsw.gov.au

CounCillor  
Dr Jeff lowe
0419 821 557
clr.lowe@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Information about Councillors, Council 
meetings and latest news can be found on 
Council’s website www.thehills.nsw.gov.au or 
facebook page.

CounCillor  
tony hay oaM
0414 482 000
clr.tonyhay@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Australia Day celebrations at our beautiful 
bella vista farm park were again enjoyed by 
thousands of people including our newest 
citizens who received their citizenship 
certificates on this auspicious day. 

the park, together with the similarly jewelled 
heritage park in Castle hill, are treasures 
almost beyond description in the scale 
and environment they provide to residents 
seeking an escape from suburbia. We are very 
fortunate to have these magnificent public 
open spaces within our shire. 
 
On Australia Day I also enjoyed flag raising 
ceremonies at heritage park and in kenthurst 
where, as usual, the locals and community 
groups choreographed a ceremony which 
would be the envy of anyone across this great 
continent. 

our national day is a priceless opportunity to 
reflect on our nation’s place in the world, who 
we are and where we’ve come from. We should 

CounCillor  
alan haselDen
0419 495 089
clr.haselden@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Greetings and happy new year! what a warm 
start to 2017 we have had. with this warm 
weather comes the need to cool down, perhaps 
at the beach or in the garden pool.

there are over 20,000 pools in the hills shire 
area and there are still over 1,500 pools that 
need to be registered. It’s not about being fined, 

One of the indicators of a healthy vibrant 
community is the interactions between its 
citizens. In The Hills nothing exemplifies the 
cohesiveness of our community better than 

CounCillor  
rayMonD harty 
oaM
0412 265 876
r.harty@bigpond.com
raymondharty@comet-training.com.au

Information about Councillors, Council 
meetings and latest news can be found on 
Council’s website www.thehills.nsw.gov.au or 
facebook page.

never forget the appalling hardships and 
sacrifices endured by so many of those who 
came before us.

Our visiting grandchildren from Brisbane were 
wowed on main street as the Christmas light 
show tales unfolded and the snow machines 
almost unbelievably showered them with 
something they’d only ever seen before in 
books or on tv. 

As usual, families poured into the town 
centre to enjoy its entertainment, sense of 
community, dining and retail opportunities and 
Council‘s light show remains a real draw card 
over the Christmas period. 
 
with holidays behind us, Council again 
confronts the challenges which a relentlessly 
growing population is imposing on sydney’s 
growth corridors. 

the Greater sydney Commission has housing 
expectations which will inevitably contribute to 
further traffic congestion even as we see the 
advent of the new metro but it is reassuring to 
see that new line road at last appears to be 
on the authorities’ radar. 

As we reflect on images of Castle Hill in the 
‘60s, we are all mindful of the enormity of 
the way in which our community continues to 
change. 

CounCillor  
Dr peter GanGeMi
0419 429 095
clr.gangemi@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Information about Councillors, Council 
meetings and latest news can be found on 
Council’s website www.thehills.nsw.gov.au or 
facebook page.

it’s about being safety conscious. The most 
common issue with pools is inadequate fencing 
or gates, followed by landscaping too close to 
the fence, enabling small children to climb and 
‘explore’ and then gaining access to the pool 
area. 

In recent times there have been a number of 
accidents, including fatalities - one is too many. 
It’s a simple fix:

1.  Get your pool checked and certified (Private 
certifiers or council can do this)

2.  watch your pool – keep an eye on young 
children, do not leave them alone under any 
circumstances. it’s just not worth it.

3.  learn Cpr – Council can advise when and 
where such courses are running.

Stay Pool Safe and enjoy your pool.

on march 8th the small business exchange is on 
at Castle Grand function Centre. Currently in its 
3rd year it’s a worthwhile look if you are a small 
business, a micro business wanting to expand, or 
just to network with like-minded people. 

It’s not just another expo, experts from all sectors 
including nsw government will be on hand to 
assist. 

it’s also a great place to arrange to meet with 
members of Council’s Economic Development 
unit (EDu) – a free service enabling access 
to many courses, guidance, training and local 
demographic data. 

i used to call the edu ‘the best kept secret in our 
local Government area’ – however, my passion 
for small and local businesses and my constant 
discussions with many locals have meant the unit 
is very busy – in fact they have grown in the last 
year. 

Governments of any level do not create jobs, 
but what we can do is create the right policies 
to assist others creating business and growing 
the local job market. well worth a look. for more 
information visit www.businesssydneyhills.com.au

as always, i am here to assist you and would 
welcome your contact at the following:  
clr.lowe@thehills.nsw.gov.au or 0419 821 557.

our level of Volunteering. One does not have 
to travel far to find volunteers in all spheres of 
our daily lives. 

Carers for the aged, helpers for those 
with disability, assistants in our heritage 
organisations, bushcare enthusiasts or 
rural firefighters and flood rescuers. Caring, 
compassion and respect for others around runs 
deep across our shire.

it is in this context that i am puzzled at the 
stonewall being faced by those trying to 
amend Council’s Code of Meeting Practice so 
as to insert a simple acknowledgement of the 
indigenous custodians of our Shire at the start 
of Council meetings. 

a practice adopted by both state, federal and 
Local Governments of all political persuasions 
across our country. 

despite such wide acceptance, attempts to do 
the same at the hills shire Council has been 
met by strident opposition. 

Opposition that claims the majority of our local 
community does not believe such a practice is 
acceptable in our shire; that such a practice 
would be against our the values of our Shire;  
or such a practice would be considered by 
those in our shire as nothing more than mere 
tokenism. 

my experiences across our great community 
have lead me to a differing perspective. 
our community is compassionate, caring, 
supportive. it wants to build connections and 
cohesiveness. 

We build parks for children of all abilities, we 
provide books in our libraries for the sight 
impaired. We provide meals for the aged, rally 
behind those that are innocent victims and 
pitch in when one of us suffers tragedy. 

yet, when a small but collective group that 
has faced devastating challenges in health, 
education and social dynamics seeks our 
support in the form of a simple sentence of 
recognition we are told that is not the values of 
our shire.

it has been an honor and a privilege to serve 
this community as an elected representative. 
As my term of office expires at the end of 
march, i take this opportunity to thank those 
far and wide across our Shire that do so much 
good for those around and wish you the best in 
your endeavors.

If I have learnt one thing as an elected 
representative it is that the most important 
task is to truly listen to the Community you 
represent. 

as a councillor,  i have always promoted the 
principles of
- financial prudence
- less bureaucracy
- less regulation
- responsible governance

The Hills Shire is booming. It is among the fastest 
growing areas in australia. as a result, Council is 
very focused on development plans in our growth 
areas particularly for the rail corridor. The value 
of the developments far exceed anything we have 
ever seen in our shire. in the area around the 
show grounds, Council has been presented with 
plans for as many as 10,000 units. If there is an 
average of 3 people per unit it will house 30,000 
people. this is more people than most small 
towns. It is critical that infrastructure is provided 
to support these high densities. otherwise our 
suburbs will become gridlocked and undesirable 
places to live in.

the state Government has recently released 
its latest proposals on Council mergers. metro 
councils will still merge while country councils 
will not. These changes do not affect The Hills 
shire Council. our Council has been in existence 
for over a hundred years. In recent times it has 
emerged from financial distress  to become 
perhaps the most financially strong and stable 
council in NSW. The loss of some of our suburbs 
has been painful but was a better outcome 
than what had been proposed.  our council 
will continue to be an example of strong and 
responsible government.  



Night Walk Darling Mills Creek
Friday 24 March | 7.30pm—9.30pm | North Rocks

Hollows as Homes 
Sunday 2 April 10am—11.30am | Fred Caterson Reserve, Castle Hill

School Holiday Walk 
Thursday 20 April | 9.30—11:30am | Toongabbie Creek, Baulkham Hills

Breakfast with the Birds 
Sunday 23 April | 8am—10.30am | Fred Caterson Reserve Castle Hill

Heritage Trail 
Saturday 6 May | 1.30pm—3.30pm | Baulkham Hills

Darling Mills Creek Walk 
Sunday 28 May | 1.30pm—4pm 
Richard Webb and Bidjigal Reserves, West Pennant Hills

Knightsbridge Shops to Fred Caterson Reserve 
Sunday 11 June | 1.30pm—4pm | Castle Hill

O’Hara’s Creek 
Saturday 17 June | 1.30pm—3.30pm | Kenthurst

COST Walks are FREE unless otherwise specified

BOOKINGS 
Boronia Tours Phone: 9634 3163, Mobile: 0407 456 577 
Email: boronia.jf@gmail.com
Numbers are limited so bookings are essential for all walks

in The Hills with a series of bushwalks
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