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INSIDE
Planning for the future
Spring bushwalks
Authors on stage!
Plan your HSC study
Community events
And much MORE…

ORANGE BLOSSOM FESTIVAL

Rock with Jon Stevens, Reece Mastin and more... 
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WITH THE HSC JUST AROUND THE CORNER IT’S TIME TO PLAN YOUR STUDY 
TIME! THE HILLS LIBRARIES ARE VERY BUSY DURING THIS TIME SO TAKE  
ADVANTAGE OF THESE SPECIAL SERVICES PROVIDED TO HELP YOU GET THE 
MOST OUT OF THE DAYS LEADING UP TO THE HSC

PLAN YOUR  HSC STUDY

STUDY ON SUNDAYS 
AT CASTLE HILL
HSC students have exclusive 
access to Castle Hill Library 
on the following days when 
the library will be an oasis of 
silence to help you through 
your study.

9.30am-1pm only
• 29 September
• 6 October
• 13 October
• 20 October

Bookings are essential online 
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/
library from 1 August.

Are you a night owl? Castle 
Hill Library is open until  
8pm Monday to Friday and 
tends to be quieter in the 
evenings. This might be the 
ideal time for you to catch 
some study time.

STUDY AT ROUSE 
HILL TOWN CENTRE
During the school holidays 
additional study space will 
be available in the Margaret 
Catchpole room on level 2 
above Vinegar Hill Memorial 
Library, Rouse Hill Town 
Centre. 

This space will be available 
from 30 September – 13 
October, exclusively for 
students sitting their HSC in 
2019. Please see our website 
for times and more details 
from 1 September.  

A short, two-minute walk 
from the new metro station at 
Rouse Hill, get some serious 
study done and easily borrow 
HSC study guides from the 
library just one level below.

Don’t forget to bring your 
student ID to both venues.This strategy outlines 

how Councils will 
manage growth and 
change to 2036, 

and how they will implement 
directions contained 
in the Greater Sydney 
Commission’s Greater 
Sydney Region Plan and 
Central City District Plan.

The Hills Shire Council’s 
Draft 2036 Local Strategic 
Planning Statement (LSPS) 
has now been produced 
creating a vision for the 
future to guide growth and 
development.

The new draft plan also sets 
out planning priorities and 
actions to be delivered over 
the next five years which 
target housing options, road 
and rail connections, jobs, 
and services for the region.

The statement is 
accompanied by an 

implementation plan as well 
as six supporting strategies 
with associated priorities: 

HOUSING STRATEGY
• Plan for housing supply
• Locate housing in the 

right places
• Provide housing diversity
• Renew and create great 

places
• Provide services and 

social infrastructure 

PRODUCTIVITY AND 
CENTRES STRATEGY
• Plan for sufficient jobs 

targeted to workforce 
skills

• Plan to realise the 
potential of strategic 
centres

• Retain and manage 
industrial and urban 
service land 

INTEGRATED 
TRANSPORT AND 
LAND USE

• Plan for convenient, 
connected and 
accessible public 
transport

• Promote sustainable 
travel choices

• Expand and improve 
active transport network

• Plan for a safe and 
efficient regional road 
network 

RECREATION 
STRATEGY
• Plan for new and 

upgraded passive and 
active open spaces

 
ENVIRONMENT 
STRATEGY
• Protect areas of high 

environmental value and 
significance

• Promote increased 
urban tree canopy cover

• Manage natural 
resources responsibly

• Prepare resident for 
environmental and urban 
risks and hazards

RURAL STRATEGY
• Manage and protect the 

rural/urban interface
• Retain and manage rural 

productive capacity
• Encourage support 

activities and tourism in 
rural areas

The Draft Local Strategic 
Planning Statement can be 
viewed on Council’s website 
- www.thehills.nsw.gov.au - 
and will be finalised following 
a review of community 
feedback and a further report 
to Council.

IN MARCH 2018, CHANGES TO THE LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING AND 
ASSESSMENT ACT REQUIRED ALL COUNCILS IN NSW TO PRODUCE A LOCAL 
STRATEGIC PLANNING STATEMENT (LPSP).

BIG 
plans
FOR THE FUTURE

MEET OUR NEW YOUTH AMBASSADORS
Reshmi Niriella from Pacific 
Hills Christian School, Tian 
Wong See from Rouse Hill High 
School and Savannah Mandakini 
Dissanayake, a Baulkham Hills 
High School graduate, have been 
welcomed into the role of Youth 
Ambassadors for 2019/20 by 
Mayor Dr Michelle Byrne.

The 12-month role includes 
involvement in local youth 
activities, speaking at Council 
functions, attending youth award 
functions and community events, 
as well as being an active 
participant and providing direction 
to the Hills Youth Army. Left to right: Tian, Reshmi and Savannah
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DURAL’S MUCH-LOVED LOCAL LIBRARY HAS 
BEEN TRANSFORMED INTO A MODERN,  
USER-FRIENDLY COMMUNITY SPACE WHERE 
PEOPLE CAN READ, LEARN AND COLLABORATE.
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The local library reopened after a 
six-week renovation, with updated 
reading and learning spaces, 
upgraded flooring and ceiling, new 
shelving and contemporary blinds.

Plus, the library has been freshly 
painted, with a quirky reading nook 
and new ergonomic furniture added. 

The refurbished Dural Library was 
officially reopened by Mayor of 
The Hills Shire, Dr Michelle Byrne, 
State Member for Castle Hill and 

the Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Premier and Western Sydney, 
Ray Williams MP and Manager of 
Public Library Services at the State 
Library of NSW, Cameron Morley 
on Monday, June 17.

The renovation was made possible 
thanks to a $93,240 grant from the 
NSW Government and The Library 
Council of NSW, with The Hills 
Shire Council contributing $160,000 
towards the works.

NEW CHAPTER FOR 
DURAL LIBRARY

Tuesday 27 August 

IMPERFECT: HOW OUR 
BODIES SHAPE THE PEOPLE 
WE BECOME 
Castle Hill Library

In a captivating mix of memoir and 
cultural critique, Dr Lee Kofman 
casts a questioning eye on the myths 
surrounding our conception of physical 
perfection and what it’s like to live in 
a body that deviates from the norm, 
using her own story of having multiple 
scars as an overarching narrative. Dr 
Lee Kofman is a Russian-born Israeli-
Australian author of five books, editor 
of two anthologies, writing teacher and 
mentor based in Melbourne. 

6.30pm-7.30pm  I  Adults  I  $5.00pp

Tuesday 10 September

AN EVENING WITH BELINDA 
ALEXANDRA
Dural Library

Join bestselling author Belinda 
Alexandra at the newly renovated Dural 
library.  Belinda is known for her fiction 
novels set in exotic locations such as 

Paris, Shanghai, Barcelona, Florence 
and Moscow. Discover how she creates 
the immersive worlds of her novels 
and uses them to create memorable 
moments that take readers deep into 
other cultures and times.

6.30pm-7.30pm  I  Suitable for adults 
$7.50pp

 
Thursday 24 October

AN EVENING WITH KATE 
FORSYTH

Castle Hill Library

Join Kate Forsyth as she discusses her 
new historical fiction release, The Blue 
Rose. Since writing her first novel at 
the age of seven, Kate has gone on to 
sell more than a million copies around 
the world. She is an accredited master 
storyteller with the Australian Guild of 
Storytellers and was recently voted one of 
Australia’s Favourite Novelists. The Blue 
Rose moves between Imperial China and 
France during the ‘Terror’ of the French 
Revolution and is inspired by the true 
story of the quest for a blood-red rose. 

6.30pm-7.30pm  I  Adults  I  $7.50pp 
Tickets available 1 September

Tuesday 12 November

AN EVENING WITH HEATHER 
MORRIS
The Pioneer Theatre, Level 1 Castle Hill 
Library & Cultural Centre

Join us for an evening with Heather 
Morris, #1 New York Times Bestseller and 
#1 International Bestseller of The Tattooist 
of Auschwitz. An extraordinary story that 
is compelling, challenging and moving, 
it fast became one of last year’s biggest 
bestsellers.

Heather will be discussing her much-
anticipated sequel, Cilka’s Journey. An 
incredible true story of love and resilience.

7pm-8pm  I  Adults 
$15pp Tickets available 1 September

BOOK YOUR TICKET!
Tickets are limited and bookings are 
essential – to ensure your place, 
book online by visiting Council’s 
website www.thehills.nsw.gov.au 
selecting the ‘Library’ tab and 
following the links to your favourite 
author talk.

SOME OF YOUR FAVOURITE AUTHORS ARE COMING TO THE HILLS! DON’T 
MISS OUT ON THESE ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME OPPORTUNITIES TO FIND OUT 
MORE ABOUT THE PEOPLE BEHIND THE STORIES WE ALL LOVE.

Author talks!
UNMISSABLE

DR LEE KOFMAN BELINDA ALEXANDRA

MICHAEL CONNELLY

Wednesday 6 November

AN EVENING WITH MICHAEL 
CONNELLY
The Pioneer Theatre, Level 1 Castle Hill 
Library & Cultural Centre

Join internationally bestselling author 
Michael Connelly on his Australian tour 
for the release of his new book The 
Night Fire. Michael is the bestselling 
author of thirty-three novels. Over 
seventy-four million copies of his books 
have been sold worldwide and he 
has been translated into forty foreign 
languages.

7pm-8pm  I  Adults 
$15pp Tickets available 1 September 
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Road upgrades, new cycleways, improved 
parks and community buildings, bushland 
management and new sports fields are all 
on the agenda in the next financial year.
The 2019/20 Hills Shire Plan identifies 
how funds will be spent to provide 
services and infrastructure under the 
community-identified themes of:
• Building a vibrant community and 

prosperous economy
• Proactive leadership
• Shaping growth
• Delivering and maintaining 

infrastructure
• Valuing our surroundings
Just some of the projects include: 

PARKS AND PLAYING FIELDS
• $83.5 million - acquiring land for open 

space and playing fields
• $11.6 million - maintaining parks and 

bushland

• $4.1 million - commence Kellyville 
Park upgrade

• $214,000 - new playgrounds for 
Golden Grove and Hancey Farm 
Reserves 

COMMUNITY BUILDINGS AND 
ACTIVITIES
• $2.8 million - street lighting
• $1.48 million - Balcombe Heights 

Estate building works
• $3.9 million - SES and Rural  

Bushfire activities
• $1.09 million - new car park Bernie 

Mullane Reserve
• $100,000 - restoration works for Bella 

Vista Farm Homestead 

ROADS, PATHS AND 
CYCLEWAYS
• $36.8 million - road rehabilitation and 

renewal

• $14.9 million - commence Hezlett 
Road North Kellyville upgrade

• $5.7 million - footpaths for walking 
and cycling

• $2.9 million - commence Balmoral 
Road Sports Complex

• $1.8 million - commence Water Lane 
Reserve, Box Hill

• $590,000 - Arnold Avenue and 
Severn Vale Road cycleway

• $300,000 - footpath renewal
• $90,000 - pedestrian access and 

mobility plans for Castle Hill and 
Baulkham Hills 

In total, the plan is expected to invest 
$281 million, including capital works 
projects, into the community in 2019/20.
To view the full delivery program, visit 
Council’s website and search for 2019/20 
Hills Shire Plan – or check for highlights 
on social media.

communityINVESTING IN OUR

IN TOTAL, THE PLAN IS EXPECTED TO 
INVEST $281 MILLION, INCLUDING 

CAPITAL WORKS PROJECTS, INTO THE 
COMMUNITY IN 2019/20.

www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/SmartSeries

AN INITIATIVE OF 

THE HILLS 
SHIRE COUNCIL

SMARTStart  
WORKSHOPS INCLUDE:

Business Basics—where do I start  
 and what should I know? 

Thursday, 8 August 2019  
6:30—9:30pm

Identifying your Target Market 
Thursday, 15 August 2019  

6:30—9:30pm
How to win at sales 

Thursday, 22 August 2019  
6:30—9:30pm

 
 
 

SMARTOperate  
WORKSHOPS INCLUDE:

Productivity and performance 
Thursday, 5 September 2019  

6:30—9:30pm

Cash flow and profitability 
Thursday, 12 September 2019  

6:30—9:30pm

Building a winning culture 
Thursday, 26 September 2019 

6:30—9:30pm

Marketing strategy  
and implementation 

Thursday, 3 October 2019  
6:30—9:30pm 

 

SMARTGrow 
WORKSHOPS INCLUDE:

Planning for ongoing success 
Thursday, 17 October 2019  

6:30—9:30pm

Growing Talent: Attract, Select and 
Retain your Star performers 

Thursday, 24 October 2019  
6:30—9:30pm

Scaling up your business 
—what’s next? 

Thursday, 31 October 2019  
6:30—9:30pm 

 
 
 
 

All workshops are held at The Hills Shire Council, 3 Columbia Court, Norwest 
Register online: www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/SmartSeries

www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/SmartSeries

AN INITIATIVE OF 

THE HILLS 
SHIRE COUNCIL

SMARTStart  
WORKSHOPS INCLUDE:

Business Basics—where do I start  
 and what should I know? 

Thursday, 8 August 2019  
6:30—9:30pm

Identifying your Target Market 
Thursday, 15 August 2019  

6:30—9:30pm
How to win at sales 

Thursday, 22 August 2019  
6:30—9:30pm

 
 
 

SMARTOperate  
WORKSHOPS INCLUDE:

Productivity and performance 
Thursday, 5 September 2019  

6:30—9:30pm

Cash flow and profitability 
Thursday, 12 September 2019  

6:30—9:30pm

Building a winning culture 
Thursday, 26 September 2019 

6:30—9:30pm

Marketing strategy  
and implementation 

Thursday, 3 October 2019  
6:30—9:30pm 

 

SMARTGrow 
WORKSHOPS INCLUDE:

Planning for ongoing success 
Thursday, 17 October 2019  

6:30—9:30pm

Growing Talent: Attract, Select and 
Retain your Star performers 

Thursday, 24 October 2019  
6:30—9:30pm

Scaling up your business 
—what’s next? 

Thursday, 31 October 2019  
6:30—9:30pm 

 
 
 
 

All workshops are held at The Hills Shire Council, 3 Columbia Court, Norwest 
Register online: www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/SmartSeries

www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/SmartSeries

AN INITIATIVE OF 

THE HILLS 
SHIRE COUNCIL

SMARTStart  
WORKSHOPS INCLUDE:

Business Basics—where do I start  
 and what should I know? 

Thursday, 8 August 2019  
6:30—9:30pm

Identifying your Target Market 
Thursday, 15 August 2019  

6:30—9:30pm
How to win at sales 

Thursday, 22 August 2019  
6:30—9:30pm

 
 
 

SMARTOperate  
WORKSHOPS INCLUDE:

Productivity and performance 
Thursday, 5 September 2019  

6:30—9:30pm

Cash flow and profitability 
Thursday, 12 September 2019  

6:30—9:30pm

Building a winning culture 
Thursday, 26 September 2019 

6:30—9:30pm

Marketing strategy  
and implementation 

Thursday, 3 October 2019  
6:30—9:30pm 

 

SMARTGrow 
WORKSHOPS INCLUDE:

Planning for ongoing success 
Thursday, 17 October 2019  

6:30—9:30pm

Growing Talent: Attract, Select and 
Retain your Star performers 

Thursday, 24 October 2019  
6:30—9:30pm

Scaling up your business 
—what’s next? 

Thursday, 31 October 2019  
6:30—9:30pm 

 
 
 
 

All workshops are held at The Hills Shire Council, 3 Columbia Court, Norwest 
Register online: www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/SmartSeries

Would you like a better understanding of operating your business?

Are you an existing business looking to grow?

Are you a new business looking for direction in how to best 
maximise your chances from the start?

Perhaps you’re interested in connecting with people or programs 
that can assist with business planning?

Contact Council’s Economic 
Development team

Phone:  02 9762 1108

Email: business@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Visit: www.thehills.nsw.gov.au and 
search ‘Smart Series’ in the tab
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LIGHTS,
BEATS & EATS

ORANGE BLOSSOM FESTIVAL

14 SEPTEMBER | 4—9PM | CASTLE HILL SHOWGROUND

THE LIGHTS

THERE’S LOTS OF ORANGE BLOSSOM ACTIVITY
THROUGHOUT SEPTEMBER WITH COMMUNITY EVENTS

Keep up-to-date with Orange Blossom Festival and other 
great events in The Hills. Find us on Facebook, Instagram 
and Twitter or subscribe to our e-newsletters on Council’s website.

THE BEATS

THE EATS & MORE...

JOIN THE COMMUNITY CELEBRATIONS
AT YOUR ICONIC HILLS FESTIVAL.

This year’s festival will be lit-up with interactive light 
installations  as well as glow-in-the-dark face painting for 
the kids, plus fire twirlers and acrobatics. The festival will 
end in style with our iconic fireworks display. 

• BELLA VISTA FARM OPEN DAY
1 September 2019

• SENIORS DANCE
2 September 2019

• RIDE IN2 BMX - COME AND TRY DATE
7 September 2019

• THE HILLS SCHOOLS EXPO 2019
7 & 8 September 2019

• KENTHURST FAIR
8 September 2019

• COMPUTER PALS FOR SENIORS OPEN DAY
11 September 2019

• AUSTRALASIAN NATIVE ORCHID SPRING
SHOW
14 & 15 September 2019

• BAULKHAM HILLS ART SOCIETY ORANGE
BLOSSOM FESTIVAL EXHIBITION
14 & 15 September 2019

• ORANGE BLOSSOM FESTIVAL
ANNUAL ART AWARDS
14—28 September 2019

• JAZZ AT THE PINES
15 September 2019

• EMPLOYMENT WORKSHOP
16 September 2019

• SYDNEY HILLS GARDEN COMPETITION
16—27 September 2019

•

•

WESTERN SYDNEY SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
19 September 2019
BONSAI SHOW
21, 21 & 22 September 2019

• HILLS SHIRE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
- COMMUNITY CONCERT
20 September 2019

• HILLS DISTRICT LIGHT THE NIGHT
21 September 2019

• CELEBRATING WOMEN
21 September 2019

• CROSS COUNTRY CHALLENGE
22 September 2019

• PAWSITIVE STEPS
- MIND, DOGGY & SPIRIT FESTIVAL
29 September 2019

•

•

HILLS COMMUNITY AID FAMILY FUN DAY
& 50TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
30 September 2019
HILLS COMMUNITY AID WORKSHOPS
Various dates throughout September

• VOICES IN BLOOM
Various dates throughout 
September

No festival is complete without great entertainment. 
Headlining this year’s festival includes Jon Stevens and 
Reece Mastin. You will be amazed at the ability of Dauntless 
Movement Crew and kids will enjoy seeing ABC Kids  
Lah-Lah’s Big Live Band perform live.

It’s only fitting to celebrate our roots as a food producing 
region with great food! Satisfy your foodie cravings at one 
of the great food trucks driving our way. 

The Showground will become your pop-up one-stop-
shop for an evening of fun with interactive stalls, roving 
entertainment, games, amusement rides, putt-putt,  
art projects and even a rad retro roller-skating rink.  

#HILLSOBF

WWW.ORANGEBLOSSOMFESTIVAL.COM.AU

Hills Focus spread.indd   2-3 12/7/19   1:53 pm

*
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HILLSIDE, BIDGIGAL RESERVE WALK
Saturday, 24 August | 10am—Midday
Take a bushwalk through a variety of 
vegetation communities. View tall Blue Gums, 
Sydney Sandstone Ridgetop Woodland, 
Sydney Sandstone Gully Forest, a waterfall 
and Spring wildflowers. Medium 3km walk.
 
CATTAI CREEK WALK
Saturday, 31 August | 10am—Midday
Cattai Creek is a tributary of the Hawkesbury 
River. Stroll through Peppermint Gum 
woodland and Shale Sandstone Transition 
Forest, past local wildflowers to Castle Hill 
Beach a pretty waterhole. Easy 2.3km walk.
 
WILDFLOWER WALK
Thursday, 5 September | 10—11am
Enjoy a stroll through Annangrove Reserve 
with its unique vegetation communities and 
unusual natural features like the hanging 
swamp. View the display of Spring flowers.
  

BOONGALA WALK
Thursday, 12 Sept 10—11am & 1—2pm
This delightful and informative walk will 
astound you with its diversity of plants. Only 
open for limited times during the year. The 
option of a guided tour either in the morning 
or afternoon. Optional gold coin donation.
  
WATERFALL WALK
Saturday, 14 September  | 10am—Midday
This bushwalk follows Darling Mills Creek to 
a waterfall with some of the prettiest scenery 
in The Hills. You will see towering Blue Gums, 
sandstone gullies, a waterfall and wildflowers. 
Medium 3.4 km
 
WILDFLOWER WALK
Thursday, 19 September | 10—11am
Enjoy a stroll through Annangrove Reserve 
with its unique vegetation communities and 
unusual natural features like the hanging 
swamp. View the display of Spring flowers.

LIVING SUSTAINABLY
FREE WALKS SERIES | AUGUST—SEPTEMBER 2019

W
ALK
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O

R
K
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PS

www.thehills.nsw.gov.au | 9843 0555

These FREE workshops are available to all residents of The Hills. Places are limited  
and bookings are essential, visit: www.thehillsenvironment.eventbrite.com.au 

A DISTINCTIVE HALL 
TO HIRE IN DURAL

A large, comfortable space in 
a quirky building with a Dural 
location could be the perfect 
spot for your next function! 

The Dural Memorial Hall has 
a spacious foyer, covered 
porch area, kitchenette and 
parking behind the building 
for your guests. Hire rates 

vary depending on time of 
day and week or weekend.

CHECK OUT DURAL 
MEMORIAL HALL AND 
OTHER VENUES
You can check availability of 
all venues through Council’s 
online bookings calendar and 

hire rates vary depending on 
the time and day you need.

Visit www.thehills.nsw.gov.
au and select the ‘Hire a 
Venue’ tab on the home page; 
enquire at venues@thehills.
nsw.gov.au or call 1300 426 
654 to speak to the Venues 
Customer Service team.

DETAILS
Dural Memorial Hall

Capacity 99
Features: Stage, off  

street parking, disability 
access

604 Old Northern  
Road Dural

WASTE NOT, WANT NOT
GARAGE SALE TRAIL
The ever popular Garage Sale Trail is 
back for another year, so why not get 
your garage sorted and get involved?
It’s free to participate, and in 2018 
almost 350,000 Australians joined in 
and cleared their clutter.

Registrations are open from 10 August 
– here’s your chance to get your friends, 
family and entire street motivated to 
reduce, reuse and recycle.
Garage Sale Trail returns  
19 - 20 October 2019 
www.garagesaletrail.com.au

BOOK YOUR KERBSIDE 
CLEAN-UP BEFORE THE RUSH!
Have you thought about beating the 
Christmas/New Year rush for a kerbside 
clean-up? How about having a Spring 
clean-up instead?
Kerbside clean-up can be booked by 
calling the Waste Hotline on 1800 623 
895 or submitting a kerbside clean up 
form on our Council’s website.

MUSICAL MEMORIES
September 27
Spot On Productions will be 
presenting ‘Songs from Hit 
Musicals’ – complete with 
morning tea included.

COMING SOON

To find out more about these 
and other great events, visit  
www.pioneertheatre.com.au

A CHORUS LINE
18-26 October 2019
A classic musical presented 
by Blackout Theatre. 
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MAYOR DR MICHELLE 
BYRNE
0448 268 140
mayor@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Metro is proving an outstanding 
success, loved and used across the 
community.  Whether in the amenities 
and architectural excellence of the new 
stations or the speed and frequency of 
the train sets, from every perspective 
the infrastructure is a masterpiece and 
a credit to the vision and commitment of 
the State Government. We are all very 
fortunate to be now so well connected to 
the rest of this great city. 

Again responding to community 
concerns, Council has recommended 
further changes regarding tree 
management on private property. Now 
out for public exhibition, the proposed 
amendments should achieve a balance 
between preserving the beauty and 
amenity of trees, the provision of habitat 
for wildlife and the right of a homeowner 
to manage large trees which they 
consider to pose a risk to buildings or 
personal safety.

The struggle to accommodate our annual 
population increase of around 5000 
continues to challenge Council and is 
resulting in resistance to development 
proposals with dwelling numbers vastly 
exceeding our own well considered 
targets. 

There is no question that the Metro 
stations, like public transport hubs 
everywhere, merit dense clusters of 
apartment dwellings and there is also 
no doubt that for a given number of 
dwellings the community has a better 
outcome if the buildings are tall and slim 
rather than short with a bigger footprint.

Development proposals are now subject 
to scrutiny by our panel of architects who 
seek to ensure that high rise structures 
are aesthetically pleasing as well as 
providing the optimum amenity of things 
such as open space, shadow and 
connectivity, all whilst fitting within the 
structure of our local environment and 
district precinct plans. In the context of 
inexorable population growth, Council 
deliberation on major proposals is always 
conducted with consideration about 
what legacy we are leaving to future 
generations.

Hezlett Road safety
Safety around our schools is such an 
important issue, and I’m pleased to 
announce a new range of measures to 
improve safety around one of our newest 
schools, North Kellyville Public, on 
Hezlett Road.
As a Council, we’ve been working hard 
to improve road networks in and around 
North Kellyville. We’ve been listening 
to people and working with residents 
and the school to find solutions. 
While we work towards completing 
the major works, we will be putting in 
interim solutions including a temporary 
roundabout at the intersection of Curtis 
Road and Hezlett Roads, a new light 
pole and an additional 250 watt spotlight 
at the marked pedestrian crossing and 
raised line-marking to make drivers more 
aware of the approaching crossing.
As always, I encourage everyone to be 
cautious when driving near roadworks 
and schools.
 
New plans
Council has been doing some important 
planning for our community’s future. 
We have created our Draft 2036 Local 
Strategic Planning Statement (LSPS) that 
not only reflects community values, it 
also responds to the State Government’s 
plan and vision for Greater Sydney and 
Central City.
I encourage everyone to have a look at 
the plan and find out about our planned 
priorities and actions for the future – you 
can find it on Council’s website www.
thehills.nsw.gov.au
 
Orange Blossom time
Spring is a fantastic time to get out and 
about in The Hills! Our community’s 
favourite Spring Festival, The Orange 
Blossom Festival, will bring not only new 
and exciting activities to the Castle Hill 
Showground on September 14 with our 
OBF ‘Lights, Beats and Eats’ event, it also 
gathers together a range of community-
based events right across the Shire, from 
garden competitions, exhibitions and fun 
family festivals! You can find details about 
everything that’s happening in September 
at www.orangeblossomfestival.com.au 

CLR ALAN HASELDEN
EAST WARD
(DEPUTY MAYOR)
0419 495 089
clr.haselden@thehills.nsw.gov.au

With a growing number of cars on our 
roads, requests by residents for parking 
restrictions on their street are inevitable. 
Council, in collaboration with RMS, has 
established protocols to ensure that 
requests are judged objectively and are 
not simply the result of favouritism or 
community pressure. Restricting parking 
at a particular site only moves the vehicle 
elsewhere.  

CLR ROBYN PRESTON
NORTH WARD
0419 200 300
clr.preston@bigpond.com

Information about Councillors, Council 
meetings and latest news can be found on 
Council’s website www.thehills.nsw.gov.au.

CLR DR PETER GANGEMI
NORTH WARD
0419 429 095
clr.gangemi@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Two of the most important community 
documents in recent history have come 
through the chamber; the Draft Local 
Strategic Planning Statement and Hills Shire 
Plan 2019/2020.

Draft Local Strategic Planning Statement 
Each Council across NSW is in the process 
of completing a Local Strategic Planning 
Statement. The Hills LSPS will set the 
vision for the shire for the next 20 years, 
as we attempt to manage change whilst 
maintaining the unique character that 
makes the Hills great.

The Hills LSPS looks at increasing green 
space, sporting fields and housing diversity 
as well as valuing the contribution of the 
shire’s rural lands. The document identifies 
ways to increase local jobs, attracting 
companies to the hills and transitioning to 
a knowledge based economy. The LSPS 
identifies the key regional road and rail 
links that we need in the shire – Norwest to 
Parramatta Rail, Box Hill to Rouse Hill bus 
corridor and the upgrade of Annangrove 
Road and Dural bypass to name a few.

Residents may ask questions on the LSPS 
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at drop in sessions held throughout the 
shire, and send submissions through the 
Council website until the 9th of August.

Hills Shire Plan 2019/2020 
Following exhibition, Council has adopted 
the 2019/2020 Hills Shire Plan. The 
document showcases the intelligent 
financial management of the council, 
enabling an unprecedented infrastructure 
spend for the community.

Council understands that infrastructure 
delivery is resident’s top priority and have 
therefore allocated $177M or 63% of the 
2019/2020 budget to this area. Projects 
are dotted throughout the shire to ensure 
that all residents see the benefits, whether 
it is getting to and from work faster or 
having more sports fields for our local 
clubs. However a particular focus is on 
ensuring the new release areas in North 
Kellyville and Box Hill have infrastructure 
rolled out as soon as possible. Selected 
projects include a $37M investment on 
road rehabilitation, $17M for Samantha 
Riley Drive and Hezlett Road and $4M on 
parks in Box Hill. Other standout projects 
include the master planning of Castle Hill 
Showground, the Waves centre upgrade 
and $4M for SES and bushfire operations.

To see what projects are coming near you, 
please visit the Council website or contact 
me at any time.

CLR BROOKE COLLINS 
OAM
NORTH WARD
0438 373 994
clr.collins@thehills.nsw.gov.au

It’s been another busy time for our council 
and more importantly for our community 
and residents, as we continue on a 
journey of unprecedented growth in and 
around The Hills Shire, however more 
importantly what’s been happening in 
around the beautiful North Ward since our 
last edition:
The new Glenhaven/Old Northern Road 
lights are now fully operational and they 
have been a huge success, and I know I 
speak on behalf of any resident who uses 
these lights that using this intersection is 
now much safer and more enjoyable to 
use. A huge thanks to Castle Hill MP Ray 
Williams and Councillor Robyn Preston 
who persevered for more than 10 years 
to get these lights installed - well done to 
everyone involved.

The planning panel will meet on the 
22nd August at Castle Hill RSL regarding 
the DA lodged for a place of worship in 
Glenhaven and on behalf of the local 
residents, hope that we can get a good 
outcome and then work with the applicant 
to find a more suitable location within The 
Hills Shire that will accommodate their 
future growth requirements.
The new North Kellyville Public School 
is now in full swing and has been an 
instant success however we have had 
some issues around the pedestrian 
crossing. As a consequence council 
has approved additional funding for 
the urgent installation of a roundabout 
at Curtis/Hezlett Rd, improved lighting, 
audible and visual line marking leading 
up to the crossing and improved 
signage to improve the safety issues and 
pedestrian movements until the road is 
fully upgraded in 2020.
The Samantha Riley Drive upgrade is 
in full swing with the overhead wires 
now being placed underground and the 
beginning of the removal of the power 
poles that will see the road being fully 
upgraded over the next 18 months.
Throughout 2019/20 you will see the 
continued improvement of Hezlett, Barry 
and Stringer Rds with new signalisation 
and roundabouts to improve traffic flow 
and movement in this area. 
Box Hill/Nelson continues to flourish 
and grow and we will continue to work 
closely with all concerned to get the best 
possible outcomes that will benefit all 
residents in this exciting new precinct.
I will continue to work hard to bring our 
infrastructure up to speed that will support 
the rate of new development, noting 
council has no appetite for debt and the 
infrastructure is paid for by developer 
contributions. However I will continue to 
advocate and support the residents of 
North Ward and would like to publically 
acknowledge the excellent work our 
hard working progress associations do 
in supporting their local communities 
such as the Box Hill/Nelson, Annangrove, 
Friends of Glenhaven, Glenorie and North 
Kellyville Advocacy Groups.
Finally I am pleased to say the long 
awaited Sydney North West Metro is 
now in full swing and has been very well 
received by the community and is making 
travelling to and from home that much 
easier, but more importantly it gives us 
a choice of how we wish to commute 
and we have already seen a significant 
decrease in traffic on our roads as a 
result, which is even better news.

CLR ELIZABETH RUSSO
CENTRAL WARD
0438 608 173
clr.russo@thehills.nsw.gov.au

It was such a privilege to be invited to 
the official opening of the Metro North 
West Line in May. A truly momentous 
occasion, the first fully-automated 
(driverless) metro rail system in Australia, 
with 6 stations in The Hills Shire. 

The Metro is providing another means 
of reliable public transport to our 
residents and is transforming the way in 
which our residents commute for work, 
education and recreation. I have heard 
many positive stories how it is reducing 
travel time, which means more time to 
do the things our residents enjoy. Thank 
you to the Liberal State government 
for delivering this amazing piece of 
infrastructure!

I encourage our residents to review and 
provide feedback on The Hills Shire 
Council’s Draft 2036 Local Strategic 
Planning Statement (LSPS), which is 
currently on exhibition. There is no 
denying that The Hills is currently 
in a growth phase and the area is 
transforming, especially around the 
Metro stations. The LSPS provides a 
vision and plan on how the growth and 
changes will be managed as we head 
into the future. 

The start of Spring not only brings the 
warmer weather (which will be most 
welcomed!) but also one of my family’s 
favourite calendar of events to The Hills – 
Orange Blossom Festival. For the month 
of September there will be a variety of 
events for the young and old to engage 
in and enjoy. My highlight each year 
is the community fun day which will be 
held at the Castle Hill Showground on 
Saturday 14th September. I look forward 
to seeing many of you there!

I extend my sincere congratulations to 
my colleague, Clr Robyn Preston on 
being elected as the State Member for 
Hawkesbury. 

I wish her all the best in her new role 
and it was an honour to be present 
in Parliament when she delivered her 
Maiden Speech.  
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CLR FRANK DE MASI
CENTRAL WARD
0439 013 343
clr.demasi@thehills.nsw.gov.au
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CLR SAMUEL UNO
EAST WARD
0438 248 085
clr.uno@thehills.nsw.gov.au

CLR TONY HAY OAM
CENTRAL WARD
0414 482 000
clr.tonyhay@thehills.nsw.gov.au

CLR RYAN TRACEY
EAST WARD
0419 429 217
clr.tracey@thehills.nsw.gov.au

CLR MIKE THOMAS
WEST WARD
0423 798 891
clr.thomas@thehills.nsw.gov.au

It is an honour and a privilege to represent 
the residents of the Hills Shire. The 
support from the community has been 
overwhelming and very humbling.  The 
values I bring to Council are:
- Financial prudence
- Less bureaucracy
- Less regulation
- Responsible governance
A big change has come  to our shire. The 

CLR REENA JETHI
WEST WARD
0439 008 173
clr.jethi@thehills.nsw.gov.au

2019 welcomes all Hills Shire residents with 
a big smile - it is destined to be a year of 
decision making

CLR JACOB JACKSON
WEST WARD
0439 118 575
clr.jackson@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Like many residents, I personally watched 
the Sydney Metro moving from drawing 
board to reality! 

After previous State Governments 
promising the Residents of The Hills 
a railway system, we finally had a 
Government that not only promised but 
delivered for the residents of The Hills 
Shire.

It was a great honour to visit every station 
open day prior to the Metro commencing 
and seeing firs-hand the magnificent 
construction of each station from 
Tallawong to Cherrybrook. 

I even had the opportunity to walk the 
tunnels at Castle Hill Showground Station 
in 2016 when it was first excavated and 
was blown away about the detail that went 
in to the construction and it was still early 
days. 

The opening of the Sydney Metro just 
doesn’t mean that The Hills residents 
have a faster and easier commute out of 
The Hills, but it opens up opportunities for 
businesses as it brings commuters and 
workers to The Hills which is a huge plus.

Spring, and the most exciting thing for 
our Shire is the Orange Blossom Festival 
which will feature throughout the month 
of September. This is a great opportunity 
to attend the many events that Council 
and the community have programmed 
and meet fellow Shire residents joining 
in Festival Events that will showcase our 
local community. 

The Kenthurst Fair and Council’s main 
event at Castle Hill Showground are just 
some of the highlights of the Orange 
Blossom Festival this year.

Those of you who may follow Council 
Meetings may be aware that I am on the 
war path regarding abandoned Shopping 
Trolleys throughout The Hills. Shopping 
Trolleys are being found in our local 
streets, in front of apartment buildings, 
parks and reserves and in the middle of 
footpaths to name a few.

I am pleased to report that The Hills Shire 
Council is being proactive in dealing with 

As your elected Councillor since 
2004, I believe that I have earned your 
confidence and trust - many matters are 
coming before us presently including 
tree removal policy, building regulation 
reforms and external building cladding, 
the local strategic planning statement 
and the OBF agenda, all of which Council 
will continue to work on.

The one constant matter that I’m asking 
you to consider is time. I want you to think 
about the lost time sitting in traffic. The 
most efficient invention of the past 35 
years is the microwave oven, because it 
gave us time. 

We all know you can’t buy time, but you 
can lose it on inefficiencies.

Information about Councillors, Council 
meetings and latest news can be found on 
Council’s website www.thehills.nsw.gov.au.

Information about Councillors, Council 
meetings and latest news can be found on 
Council’s website www.thehills.nsw.gov.au.

SUBSCRIBE FOR UPDATES
When you visit Council’s website 
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au you can 
now subscribe to page content that 
you may be interested in (including 
Wet Weather Sportsground Closure 
Status), so you can keep up to date 
as soon as the information becomes 
available.

Look for the following subscription 
button on a page, sign up with 
your email address and receive an 
email informing you when the page 
information has been changed.

this issue and impounding uncollected 
trolleys and have recently increased the 
cost of impounding Shopping Trolleys as 
a deterrent. 

The Hills Shire Council firstly encourages 
residents who find wayward shopping 
trolleys to report it so they can be 
collected and prevent rogue trolleys 
obstructing roads, footpaths, becoming 
a trip hazard or end up in our local 
waterways. 

Report abandoned trolleys by calling 
Trolleytracker for Woolworths, Big W, Dan 
Murphys, IGA and Bunnings on 1800 641 
497. Coles Supermarket trolleys please 
call 1800 Trolley (1800 876 553) and 
Target 1800 163 900.

If this fails and they are not collected 
please contact Council. Let’s help make 
this Shire abandoned Trolley free! The 
great news is that Shopping Centres are 
now building geospatial fenced trolley 
systems as Supermarkets are being 
upgraded to prevent Shopping Trolleys 
leaving the Shopping Centre carparks 
and being abandoned in our streets.  

Together we can all make a difference 
and I will continue to work hard to make 
our great Shire abandoned Shopping 
Trolley free.

The time we all spend in traffic is life 
theft. Would it amaze you to learn that this 
Council had to forward fund the RTA with 
$9 million of residents funds to get them 
to build the Old Northern Rd intersection 
and Eastern Ring Road! Without Council 
directing developer contributions to the 
upgrade of Glenhaven and Old Northern 
Roads, we would be years away from it.  

I remain highly critical and continue to 
have very limited faith in the RTA and 
now it’s successor the RMS to deliver for 
our residents.

Technology is changing our world and 
cities at an increasing rate. Instead of 
more downtime, technology is seeing the 
lines between work and leisure blend. 

Technology is touching us everywhere 
but especially in the way we move. We 
now have driverless trains. Driverless 
cars and buses used on our roads are 
not far away. We are moving toward 
electric powered cars. 

Our city needs to be adaptive and 
ready for this change. Better, seamless 
movement relies on an intuitive 
investment in roads, transport and 
technology to support these new ways 
of movement. We need new adaptive 
thinking to make sure our financial 
resources go to the right areas and that 
we invest in the right technology. 

 We need to follow the lead of other 
countries and stop thinking we can keep 
doing what we have always done.  We 
need to challenge the conventional 
thinking of our public service silos. If we 
don’t, our productivity and quality of life 
will deteriorate. Even more of our time will 
be stolen.

We need strong advocacy for an efficient 
road network and engagement with state 
and federal government to use our fuel 
excise taxes to provide that efficiency.

It’s a great time to be living in The Hills! This 
Spring we have so much happening in our 
community including:
• A range of walks and workshops at 

our Community Environment Centre in 
Annangrove.

• Continuation of our Smart Series of 
business workshops.

• The Orange Blossom Festival, including 
Council’s main event at the Castle Hill 
Showground on September 14 and a 
number of community events across 
September. These include Council’s 
awards for community contribution, 
a Citizenship Ceremony, Bonsai 
show, Cross Country Challenge, 
Kenthurst Fair, Symphony Orchestra 
performance, Pawsitive Steps, BMX 
ride and many more.

•  A number of author talks at our local 
libraries, including iconic international 
author, Michael Connelly.

• Performances at the Pioneer Theatre 
including the classic musical ‘A Chorus 
Line’ by Blackout Theatre in October.

• The Garage Sale Trail community 
recycling weekend on October 19-20.

You can find more information about 
these and other local events on Council’s 
website. Please feel free to contact me for 
any local matter.

metro is having an enormous impact and 
many of our residents have taken up the 
opportunity to use this important piece of 
infrastructure to get around. I am one of 
them. 

As a resident in the rail precinct, the metro 
now dominates my travel and has taken 
me almost entirely off the roads.

I am interested to hear the experience 
of our residents. The feedback I have 
received so far is that there is a noticeable 
reduction in cars on the roads in our area. 
Prior to the opening of the metro, my 
expectations was that there would be a 
substantial increase in traffic on our roads 
generated by the metro. It appears the 
opposite has occurred.  I am very happy 
to have been wrong on this.

I was Mayor when former NSW 
Premier Barry O’Farrell announced the 
construction of the metro with the Minister 
for Infrastructure and current Premier 
Gladys Berejiklian. I pay tribute to their 
vision and foresight and management in 
opening this huge piece of infrastructure 
just 8 years after the announcement. 

Another important event was our 
colleague Clr Robyn Preston, the 
newly elected Member for Hawkesbury 
delivering her maiden speech in the 
NSW Parliament. It was a privilege to 
be in attendance. She will be a great 
representative of Hawkesbury and NSW. 
Congratulations Robyn.

A trial of continuous yellow line marking 
has proved effective in reducing the 
instances of vehicles illegally parked too 
close to intersections in areas with high 
demand for parking.

Parking too close to intersections 
not only reduces sight distance at 
intersections, it also limits access for 
larger vehicles like waste trucks.

The installation of yellow lines has also 
successfully reduced the number of 
complaints received about illegal parking 
as well as dramatically reducing the 
number of infringement notices issued.

As a result, continuous yellow line-
marking will now be rolled out at other 
locations that experience ongoing issues 
with illegal parking at intersections.

YELLOW LINES 
MEANS LESS FINES



WWW.ORANGEBLOSSOMFESTIVAL.COM.AU

LIGHTS,
BEATS & EATS

ORANGE BLOSSOM FESTIVAL

14 SEPTEMBER | 4—9PM | CASTLE HILL SHOWGROUND

THE ATMOSPHERE WILL BE ELECTRIC & FACES WILL LIGHT-UP 
WITH THE 2019 INSTALMENT OF ORANGE BLOSSOM FESTIVAL

#HILLSOBF

Jam with Jon Stevens, Reece 
Mastin, Lah-Lah’s Big Live 
Band, Dauntless Movement 
Crew & more.

Satisfy your food cravings 
with fantastic food trucks 
and enjoy interactive stalls, 
roving entertainment, games, 
amusement rides as well as 
putt-putt and a roller-skating rink.

Immerse yourself in light  
with interactive light installations, 
glow-in-the-dark face painting, 
fire twirlers & the iconic Orange 
Blossom Festival fireworks 
display to conclude the evening.
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