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THE 2021 ORANGE BLOSSOM FESTIVAL WILL RUN SUBJECT TO PUBLIC HEALTH ORDERS

Messina is coming to OBF
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THE BUILD
The construction of the new 
Waves Fitness and Aquatic 
Centre is on track, with an 
opening date expected in 
early 2022.
The shells of the outdoor  
50 metre and 25 metre pools 
have been water tested to 
ensure structural soundness 
and the filtration systems 
have been installed. Tiling 
will commence in the coming 
weeks. The pool tiles are 
predominantly shades of blue, 
white and a dash of green. 

The last of the concrete has 
been poured for the indoor 
pools, and structural steel 

works are almost complete 
in the café and lobby area. 
The external shape of the 
complex is now evident. 
Roof sheeting is being lifted 
into place and will form the 
gymnasium space and the 
multi-purpose rooms. The 
carpark underneath the 
building is now evident. 

The much-anticipated water 
play area will have a series 
of fun, interactive features 
including ‘aqua-batic’ climbing 
platform, spiral tunnel, twin 
tot slide and a variety of fun 
water sprayers and soakers. 

Fitness equipment is being 
procured and once complete, 

the gymnasium’s full length 
glass windows will overlook 
the adjacent Roxborough 
Park Rose Garden.  

ACCESSIBILITY 
FEATURES
Waves has been designed 
with accessibility in mind. 
Universal design features 
will include accessible paths 
across the site, ramps to all 
pools, equitable reception 
desk, inclusive water play 
design features, dedicated 
accessible change rooms and 
a lift access from the car park.

STAY IN TOUCH 
Keep up-to-date with 

progress on this major project 
by following The Hills Shire 
Council on social media or by 
visiting www.thehills.nsw.
gov.au and searching for 
‘Waves’. You may also like  
to subscribe to The Hills Have 
Your Say e-newsletter by 
scanning the QR code.

Waves Fitness 
& AQUATIC CENTRE UPDATE

The Hawkesbury River is classified as 
tidal and covers the estuary between 
Yarramundi in the Hawkesbury to Box 
Head and Barrenjoey Head in the Northern 
Beaches. 

The waterway borders The Hills Shire 
along sections of Wisemans Ferry and 
other neighbouring rural areas. 

The Hills Shire Council has recently 
partnered with five other Councils 
to protect and maintain the Hawkesbury 
River and its coastline for the long term as 
part of the Coastal Management Program. 

Currently, the health of the Hawkesbury 
River is managed by different plans and 
projects under each local government 

area. The program will ensure all six 
Councils work on a consistent and 
coordinated approach to planning for the 
Hawkesbury River System, especially in 
areas which cross boundaries, as well as 
protect against coastal hazards such as 
erosion and slope instability.

Stage one and stage two of the project 
received over $350,000 of funding under 
the Coastal and Estuary grants program 
to undertake studies and identify risks 
associated with coastal management. 

For more information on this program, visit 
the Hawkesbury-Nepean River System 
Coastal Management Program website:   
www.hawkesburynepeancmp.org.

DID YOU KNOW THE HILLS SHIRE IS A COASTAL COUNCIL?

Eco FeaturesARTIST IMPRESSION - WATER PLAY

Solar Panels: A 99kw solar panel 
system will provide a source of 
renewable energy.

Rainwater Tank: A rainwater tank 
will be installed to collect rainwater 
for irrigation.

LED Lighting: Energy efficient LED 
lighting has been selected for the site 
to reduce energy consumption.

Efficient Water Usage: High-rated 
water efficient fixtures and tapware 
will be installed to reduce overall 
water and gas usage.

Electric Car Charging Stations: 
Charging stations will be available for 
visitors with electric cars to support a 
decrease in carbon emissions.

Sandstone  
cladding wall

ARTIST IMPRESSION - 50M POOLARTIST IMPRESSION - LEISURE POOL HALL

Monument  
satin finishes

Blue internal tile

Concrete wet/dry floor Concrete wet/dry floor

Pool tiles

Artist impressions by NBRS and Donovan Payne architects. The  
information displayed is subject to change dependent on final finishes.

Timber roof



4   I   T H E  H I L L S  S H I R E  C O U N C I L H I L L S  F O C U S   I   5

Just Beautiful
INTERVIEW WITH ELISA VITAGLIANI

‘Community theatre really does 
bring that ability for people to 
develop a passion.’

Earlier this year, Blackout Theatre 
returned to the Pioneer Theatre stage 
for a heartfelt performance of Beautiful: 
The Carole King Musical. 

With hits like Natural Woman, Chains, 
Take Good Care of My Baby and The 
Loco-Motion, Carole King’s music 
has touched millions of lives over 
generations, including Blackout 
Theatre’s leading lady, Elisa Vitagliani.

FOCUS caught up with Vitagliani to 
discuss her admiration for King, the 
future of the entertainment industry 
in the face of COVID-19 and the 
importance of community theatre for the 
development of young actors.

Q: What drew you to the role of 
Carole King?

A: I think the reason why I was so drawn 
to Carole’s character is because I went 
through a similar experience to her with 
an ex-partner a couple of years ago and 
during that time I listened to Carole’s 
music and it got me through that time.

Carole King met Gerry Goffin in high 
school and they got married at 17 and 
had a kid soon after that. She really 
went through the motions with Gerry. 
She was a bit more family focused 
and happy to write behind the scenes 
whereas Gerry wanted to be cutting-
edge. He got into drugs and had a few 
affairs and it all spiralled out of control 
and then she left him, and as a result of 

their break up and finding herself again, 
that’s where Tapestry was born.

When I read the storyline for the 
musical, it was like a mirror of what had 
happened in my breakup and I thought 
‘Wow, I can really bring something 
genuine to this role’. It’s been really 
therapeutic to see my own growth, 
so I kind of feel like I have a personal 
connection with Carole and with the 
story. Carole’s song, It’s Too Late is 
probably my favourite song from the 
show because it’s a break up song with 
a meaning along the lines of: ‘We don’t 
fit anymore, we’ll be happy again just 
not together’ and ‘I wish you well but it’s 
too late to recover it.’

Q: Why do you think the life and 
career of Carole King has captivated 
audiences since the musical first 
appeared on Broadway in 2014?

A: Carole brought that human element 
to the performance industry because 
her music is so heartfelt and personal to 
her and because it’s so stripped back. 
She was never standing there in a big 
costume; she only cared about putting 
her soul into that song. It wasn’t about 
the performance, it was about telling the 
story, and I think that’s why her music, 
especially the Tapestry album is still 
resonating with audiences 50 years on. 
Pick up a song from Tapestry and it will 
always be relevant. The struggles that 
people have are intergenerational – 

they may be different struggles but the 
overall themes like belonging, love and 
success are the same themes, they’re 
just explored differently.

Q: COVID-19 has had an enormous 
impact on the entertainment industry, 
especially during the lockdown 
period for NSW in 2020, which saw 
the closure of theatres and other 
performance spaces. What are 
your thoughts on the future of the 
entertainment industry in regards to 
COVID-19?

A: I think because we had that year 
of depravation from shows and being 
able to perform, people are so much 
more excited to get back out there. 
When something is gone, you obviously 
appreciate it more when it comes back 
so I think the entertainment industry 
in general is going to have such a big 
following and a huge boost post-COVID. 
I feel like people used to say ‘Oh I’ll go 
to it next time’ but now they understand 
there may not be a next time or the next 
time may not be as tangible as they 
expected it to be. The fact that we could 
just shut down a country was insane so I 
think people will have more enthusiasm 
going forward to go support and be a 
part of the arts and appreciate what it 
brings to society.

To read Elisa’s full interview, visit 
hillsfocus.com.au. 
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Recycling?
You can recycle soft plastic parcel 
packaging at Coles or Woolworths.
Soft plastics CANNOT be recycled in the yellow 
bin. If the plastic can be scrunched into a ball, it is 
a soft plastic.
For more information on what can and cannot 
be recycled, visit www.thehills.nsw.gov.au and 
search for ‘Yellow Lid.’
Brought to you by the NSW Environment Protection Authority.

FIND 
YOUR NEW 
FURRY 
FRIEND!
The Hawkesbury Companion Animal 
Shelter takes in lost, stray and 
surrendered animals from The Hills 
Shire, Hawkesbury, Penrith and Hornsby 
Local Government Areas.

Located at 10 Mulgrave Road, Mulgrave, 
the shelter houses a wide range of cats 
and dogs of varying breeds, ages and 
personalities to suit every family.

The adoption cost of each animal 
covers their first vaccination, desexing, 
microchipping and lifetime registration. 

For more information, visit The 
Hawkesbury Companion Animal Shelter 
Facebook page or call 02 4560 4644. 

Have you seen the upgraded Castle 
Hill Cemetery? Drive through the 
remodelled entry and along the widened 
central avenue to discover a new 
memorial wall incorporating 2000 ash 
interment niches. 

The contemporary circular design of the 
memorial creates a sense of peace and 

tranquillity, embracing natural light.

The Castle Hill Cemetery is surrounded by 
natural bushland, and provides a serene 
place for contemplation. If you, or someone 
you know, is looking for a special place of 
rest for a loved one, contact The Hills Shire 
Council on 8848 6724, or visit Council’s 
website and search for ‘Cemeteries.’ 

NEW ASH NICHES 
AVAILABLE

To view Development Applications, visit Council’s website and search for 
‘Development Applications Received and Determined.’ 
Public notices include decisions of Council and amendments to Council policy. 
To view public notices, visit Council’s website and click on the ‘What’s 
happening’ tab on the home page, and then click the ‘News, Public Notices 
and Publications’ icon.

WHERE TO FIND DAs AND 
PUBLIC NOTICES 
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DID YOU KNOW THAT IF YOU FIND AN ABANDONED SHOPPING TROLLEY,  
YOU CAN REPORT IT TO THE RETAILER? 

FOR WOOLWORTHS, BIG W, 
DAN MURPHY’S, IGA OR IKEA 
To report abandoned trolleys from 
retailers using Trolley Tracker, visit 
trolleytracker.com.au, download the 
Trolley Tracker App or call 1800 641 497.  

FOR COLES
To report abandoned trolleys from Coles, 
visit www.coles.com.au/customer-
care/abandoned-trolleys, download the 
Coles app or call 1800 TROLLEY.  

FOR TARGET
To report abandoned trolleys from 
Target, call 1800 163 900. 
Council has been addressing this issue 
using the following methods:

• Liaising with shopping centre 
management and supermarket chains

• Imposing conditions on development 
approvals requiring geo-spatial 
fencing to prevent trolleys leaving 
shopping centres and

• Impounding trolleys
Council has met with and written to 
all local retailers who use trolleys to 
encourage them to consider using 
geospatial fenced trolley containment 
systems if they don’t already.
In 2020, Council made a submission to 
the Review of the Impounding Act 1993, 
with an emphasis on retailers being more 
accountable for abandoned trolleys. 
The Department of Local Government 
received 85 submissions for the Review 
and have referred their findings to the 

Minister for Local Government. The 
Minister is currently considering the 
outcome of the review. 
For more information on abandoned 
trolleys, visit www.thehills.nsw.gov.au 
and search for ‘Trolleys.’

Entering floodwater is the 
major cause of death during 
floods. This includes driving, 
riding and walking through 
floodwater and children 
playing in floodwater.

Even if it appears shallow, 
floodwater may be deeper 
and faster flowing than it 
appears and often contains 
hidden snags and debris.

Know your flood risk – if you 
live along the Hawkesbury-
Nepean River, visit www.
myfloodrisk.nsw.gov.au 
to use the interactive map 
to find out how you can be 
affected by floods.

Underneath
DON’T DRIVE THROUGH FLOODWATER

YOU DON’T KNOW WHAT’S 

Recycling?
You can recycle foil-like plastic chip 
packets at Coles or Woolworths.
Soft plastics CANNOT be recycled in the yellow 
bin. If the plastic can be scrunched into a ball, it is 
a soft plastic.
For more information on what can and cannot 
be recycled, visit www.thehills.nsw.gov.au and 
search for ‘Yellow Lid.’
Brought to you by the NSW Environment Protection Authority.

ABANDONED SHOPPING TROLLEYS

Water management systems 
in new release areas are 
different to other areas 
in the Hills. The NSW 

Department of Planning, Industry and 
Environment’s plan for North Kellyville 
requires a number of systems all 
working together to filter and improve 
stormwater runoff before it enters 
creeks and waterways.

These systems include detention 
basins, rain gardens, wetlands, 
biofiltration swales, pollutant traps and 
rainwater tanks. 

North Kellyville’s sloping land and 
native vegetation along Smalls Creek 
and Cattai Creek means that residents 
play a part in managing water quality 
through maintaining swales and rain 
gardens in front of their homes. The 
plants in them act like filter paper to 
remove pollutants from the stormwater 
before it reaches the creeks and, for 
the system to be effective, the right 
vegetation is needed. The whole 
process is known as ‘biofiltration’.

Oxlade Street Reserve is a special 
place with a wetland-detention system 
made up of two ‘basins’ or ponds that 
allow for the moderation of stormwater, 
controlling the release of filtered water 
into the creeks. 

The basins also provide nutrients for 
the local ecology as well as creating 
a community recreational place, with 
many of the trees planted by local 
residents. 

Bladensburg Road Reserve and 
Deepwater Circuit Reserve have 
also been designed to manage water 
quality, as well as creating engaging 
community spaces. 

The upper basin at Bladensburg Road 
Reserve stores water from the pipes 
off Kumbatine Crescent and Warrabah 
Road, while the lower basin provides a 
wetland space. 

The basin at Deepwater Circuit 
Reserve is designed to manage flows 
up to a one in 100 year storm event.

For detailed information about how 
stormwater is managed in new release 
areas, visit www.thehills.nsw.gov.au 
and search for ‘Growth Centres’.

NORTH KELLYVILLE AND BOX 
HILL UPDATES 
New information about infrastructure 
in North Kellyville and Box Hill is now 
available on Council’s website, including 
updates on the status of sportsgrounds, 
reserves, playgrounds, roads and 
cycleways. 
Watch Box Hill come to life using an 
interactive story map on Council’s 
website that illustrates current and 
future development in the area.
For information on North Kellyville and 
Box Hill, visit www.thehills.nsw.gov.
au and search for ‘Growth Centres.’ To 
scroll through the Story Map, visit www.
thehills.nsw.gov.au and search for ‘Box 
Hill: A Community in the Making.’

MANAGING THE FLOW OF WATER  
IN NEW RELEASE AREAS
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Explore an Enchanted Illuminated 
Orchard at Orange Blossom Festival

*IMPORTANT COVID-19 INFORMATION: The format, activities and entertainment  
for the 2021 Orange Blossom Festival are subject to change depending on current  
Public Health Orders. Check Council’s website for updated information or follow  

The Hills Shire Council on Facebook or Instagram.

Celebrate Spring with The Hills’ 
favourite festival! This year, Orange 
Blossom Festival’s popular Lights Beats 
and Eats event returns with a special 
theme – Enchanted Orchard – featuring 
fun, interactive illuminated orange trees, 
mushrooms and flowers. 

Discover other surprises in the enchanted 
orchard, including face painting fairies, 
arts and crafts zones, glowing roving 
entertainers, live music with Soul Nights 
and The Baker Boys, amusement rides, a 
pop-up library and a feast of favourite food 
trucks including Cultured Crust, Gelato 
Messina, Dairy Extraordinary, Emmy’s 
Turkish Gozleme, Mr Shish, You Pizza, 
Sydney Ice Cream, Potato Corner and more.

Don’t miss all the fun of the festival – 
head to the Castle Hill Showground for 
an enchanted experience finished by a 
fantastic fireworks finale! The time and 
date of the festival will be confirmed 
subject to Public Health Orders.
As well, a range of fun community events 
including the Hills Garden Competition, Hills 
Fun Run, Sydney Hills Youth Orchestra, 
Bonsai Show, Castle Hill Art Society 
exhibition, Baulkham Hills Art Society 
exhibition, Cross Country Challenge, Voices 
in Bloom, the Kenthurst Fair and more will 
take place across the month at locations 
throughout The Hills. 
Visit www.orangeblossomfestival.com.au 
for details. More information and new events 
will be added regularly.

Date to be confirmed Subject to Public Health Orders*



H I L L S  F O C U S   I   1 11 0   I   T H E  H I L L S  S H I R E  C O U N C I L

So
ul

 N
ig

ht
s

M
r S

hi
sh

Cultured 
Crust

Emmy’s Turkish 
Gozleme

Gelato 
Messina

Baker 
Boys

Enchant your ears with feel good music from Soul Nights and Baker Boys.

Tantalise your taste buds with a range of  
mouth-watering morsels like gooey, Raclette cheese 
covered bites from Dairy Extraordinary, wholesome 

Turkish cuisine from Mr Shish and gourmet gelato 
from crowd favourite, Gelato Messina and more!

Soul Nights has been Sydney’s most 
popular RNB cover band for over ten 
years. Baker Boys have performed their 
high energy mix of funk, old-school rock, 
jazz, current top 40, soul swing and 
more around the world.

IMPORTANT COVID-19 INFORMATION:  
The format, activities and entertainment for 
the 2021 Orange Blossom Festival are subject 
to change depending on current Public Health 
Orders. Check Council’s website for updated 
information or follow The Hills Shire Council  
on Facebook or Instagram.

Dairy 
Extraordinary
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Recycling?
You can recycle soft plastic produce 
bags at Coles or Woolworths.
Soft plastics CANNOT be recycled in the yellow 
bin. If the plastic can be scrunched into a ball, it is 
a soft plastic.
For more information on what can and cannot 
be recycled, visit www.thehills.nsw.gov.au and 
search for ‘Yellow Lid.’
Brought to you by the NSW Environment Protection Authority.

Report        it to Council 

Have you seen something that needs our 
attention? You can report an issue from 
anywhere, on any device, at any time.
Issues that can be reported include:
•	 Road	maintenance	including	pothole	repair
•	 Waste	issues	including	missed,	damaged	or	lost	bins
•	 Bushland,	reserve	and	playground	maintenance
•	 Community,	health	and	safety	issues
•	 Buildings	and	venues	maintenance
•	 And	more

To	get	started,	visit	www.thehills.nsw.gov.au	and	search	‘Report it to Council.’

Trees

Barking	Dogs

Cycleways

Potholes

Maintenance

www.thehills.nsw.gov.au | 9843 0555

ANY DEVICE,  ANYWHERE,  ANY TIME

Bins

BOOK YOUR BUILDING
AND DEVELOPMENT
APPOINTMENT ONLINE
Need advice about Council 
regulations that might affect 
your building or development 
project?

You will need to book an 
appointment online with a 
Development Advisor at 
Council’s Customer Service 
Centre before you come in.

From garden sheds to 
granny flats and more – our 
Development Advisor will 
assist you to understand 
the application process 
requirements.

The online booking process 
will reduce your wait time and 

allow us to better understand 
your project before you 
arrive.

Follow these easy steps:

• Visit Council’s website 
and search for ‘Building 
Appointments Service’

• Select a time and date 
that suits you

• Complete the form and 
attach your documents

• We will send you 
confirmation of your 
appointment time – we 
look forward to assisting 
you soon!

Library Health month starts in 
September and the popular 
“Spring into Health” web 
portal will be back with all 
new resources!

Highlights of the web portal 
will include the all new Gale 
Health & Wellness database. 
Available to library members, 
this online database provides 
Authoritative, up-to-date 
information on a range of 
health topics.

With health information 
carefully compiled by 
trusted professionals, Gale 
Health and Wellness offers 
access to thousands of 
full-text medical journals, 
periodicals, reference works 
and multimedia. Another 
highlight will be the new 

online magazines available 
through Overdrive.Featuring 
popular titles such as 
Wellbeing, Australian Healthy 
Food Guide, Australian Men’s 
Health and more. 

Library Health Month is 
produced in partnership 
with Western Sydney Local 
Health District. Explore 
the portal to find out more 
about the health initiatives 
they offer the Western 
Sydney community including 
free health coaching and 
programs for kids.

The portal will be available 
from 1 September 2021. To 
access the portal, visit www.
thehills.nsw.gov.au/Library 
or download The Hill Shire 
Library app.

L IBRARY 
HEALTH MONTH
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The Hills Shire Council Main 
Customer Service Centre
Address: 3 Columbia Court, Norwest, 
NSW 2153
Hours: 8:30am – 4:30pm Mon to Fri 
Phone: 9843 0555 (8:00am – 4:30pm 
Monday to Friday)
Waste Hotline: 1800 623 895
Website: www.thehills.nsw.gov.au 
 
MAYOR DR MICHELLE BYRNE
0448 268 140
mayor@thehills.nsw.gov.au
CLR SAMUEL UNO DEPUTY MAYOR 
EAST WARD 0438 248 085
clr.uno@thehills.nsw.gov.au
CLR DR PETER GANGEMI NORTH WARD
0419 429 095
clr.gangemi@thehills.nsw.gov.au
CLR BROOKE COLLINS OAM NORTH WARD 
0438 373 994
clr.collins@thehills.nsw.gov.au
CLR FRANK DE MASI CENTRAL WARD 
0439 013 343
clr.demasi@thehills.nsw.gov.au
CLR ELIZABETH RUSSO CENTRAL WARD 
0438 608 173
clr.russo@thehills.nsw.gov.au
CLR TONY HAY OAM CENTRAL WARD 
0414 482 000
clr.tonyhay@thehills.nsw.gov.au
CLR ALAN HASELDEN EAST WARD
0419 495 089
clr.haselden@thehills.nsw.gov.au
CLR RYAN TRACEY EAST WARD
0419 429 217
clr.tracey@thehills.nsw.gov.au
CLR REENA JETHI WEST WARD
0439 008 173  or 0412 341 161
clr.jethi@thehills.nsw.gov.au 
CLR MIKE THOMAS WEST WARD
02 9843 0555
clr.thomas@thehills.nsw.gov.au
CLR JACOB JACKSON WEST WARD
0439 118 575
clr.jackson@thehills.nsw.gov.au

CONTACT US NSW LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Elections
2021
To register to vote, check or update your enrolment details or to receive a reminder to 
vote, visit the NSW Electoral Commission’s website: elections.nsw.gov.au.

NEW WARD BOUNDARIES FOR SEPTEMBER COUNCIL ELECTIONS
At the meeting of Council on 12 November 2019, Council adopted changes to Ward 
boundaries due to the requirement for each Ward within a local government area to be 
within 10% of equal  numbers of voters. When required these boundaries are altered as 
populations within areas change.

The ward map (right) includes the new ward boundary information that applies for 
the 2021 NSW Local Government Elections. An interactive map is also available on 
Council’s website that allows Hills Shire residents to check which ward they’re in by 
searching for their home address.

For more information on the NSW Local Government Elections or to access the online 
interactive ward boundary map, visit www.thehills.nsw.gov.au and search for ‘Election.’

The NSW Local Government 
Elections will be held  

Saturday, 4 September 2021



www.orangeblossomfestival.com.au

*IMPORTANT COVID-19 INFORMATION: The format, activities and entertainment for the 2021 Orange 
Blossom Festival are subject to change depending on current Public Health Orders. Check Council’s  

website for updated information or follow The Hills Shire Council on Facebook or Instagram.

Date to be confirmed Subject to Public Health Orders*


