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AT AN ORDINARY  
MEETING OF COUNCIL 
ON 23 MARCH 2021, 
COUNCIL ADOPTED 
THREE MASTER PLANS 
PROPOSED FOR  
SPORTING COMPLEXES 
IN THE HILLS.

SPORTING COMPLEX BONANZA

Samantha Riley Drive Reserve 
and Stringer Road Reserve, 
both located in North Kellyville, 
and Brindle Parkway Reserve 

in Box Hill, have now been approved 
and will all proceed to detailed design 
stage followed by construction planning.

All three reserves will include amenities 
buildings, sports field lighting, 
playgrounds, walking paths and 
carparking.

Following community consultation, 
cricket practice nets and basketball 
facilities have also been incorporated in 
the Master Plans. 

To stay up-to-date on the progress of 
Stringer Road Reserve and Samantha 
Riley Drive Reserve or for more 
information on the North Kellyville area, 
visit Council’s website and search for 
‘North Kellyville.’

For more information on Brindle 
Parkway Reserve or the Box Hill area, 
visit Council’s website and search for 
‘Box Hill.’
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Brindle Parkway Reserve 
has been designed to 
include two full-sized 
playing fields with a 
cricket wicket.

Stringer Road Reserve 
has been planned  
to include four  
multi-purpose fields.

The Hills Shire Council Main 
Customer Service Centre
Address: 3 Columbia Court, 
Norwest, NSW 2153
Hours: 9:00am – 4:00pm Monday 
to Friday 
Phone: 9843 0555 (8:00am – 
4:30pm Monday to Friday)
Waste Hotline: 1800 623 895
Website: www.thehills.nsw.gov.au 
e-Newsletters:  
https://www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/
General-Pages/e-Newsletters 
Facebook: @TheHillsShireCouncil
Instagram: @thesydneyhills 
Twitter: @TheHillsCouncil 
LinkedIn:  
https://www.linkedin.com/company/
the-hills-shire-council/ 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.
com/user/TheHillsShireCouncil 
 
Our Libraries
Library Phone: 9761 4520
Baulkham Hills Library: Railway 
Street, Baulkham Hills 2153 NSW
Castle Hill Library: Cnr Castle 
Street & Pennant Street, Castle Hill 
2154 NSW
Dural Library:  
Pellitt Lane, Dural 2158 NSW
Vinegar Hill Memorial Library: 
29 Main Street, Rouse Hill Town 
Centre, Rouse Hill 2155 NSW

Bidjiwong Community Nursery: 
Ted Horwood Reserve, Renown 
Road, Baulkham Hills 2153 NSW

CONTACT 
US

Alfred Henry Whaling Memorial Reserve 
Rose Garden, located at the corner of 
Roxborough Park Road and Mileham 
Avenue, Baulkham Hills, will soon be 
home to a brand new arbour.

Council has budgeted $300,000 for 
upgrades to the much loved community 
space this financial year, which will also 
include improvements to the walking 
paths and stairs as well as the arbour. 
Construction on the modern shelter will 
commence in the coming weeks, with 
weather permitting.

Established in 1972, the rose garden is 
considered one of the largest of its kind 
in Sydney and is home to more than 
4,000 roses and 80 different species, 
including the Australian Bi-Centennial 
Rose, The Hills Centenary Rose and the 
Olympic Gold Rose. Many of the varieties 
have been donated by local nurseries 
and rose societies. 

The Alfred Henry Whaling Reserve Rose 
Garden is regarded as one of the largest 
of its kind in Sydney. 

The original concept design for the 
gardens was prepared by the Senior 
Landscape Designer of the Royal 
Botanic Gardens. 

The garden is located next to Waves 
Fitness and Aquatic Centre which is 
currently undergoing a multi-million dollar 
redevelopment.

Concrete works on the bases and walls 
of the 50m and 25m outdoor pools are 
now complete and building structure 
works have commenced. 

Works for the coming weeks include the 
second slab pour and structural steel 
installation on the ground floor in the  
gym area.

For more information about AH Whaling 
Memorial Reserve Rose Garden and the 
WAVES Aquatic Centre Upgrade, visit 
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au and search 
for ‘WAVES.’

WAVES AQUATIC CENTRE 
UPGRADE AND ROSE  
GARDEN UPDATE

Brand new shelter for Alfred Henry Whaling 
Memorial Reserve Rose Garden

Samantha Riley Drive 
Reserve has been 
designed to provide four 
sporting fields and two 
cricket ovals. 

in The Hills!

Work at WAVES continues
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in The Hills 

If you’re looking for a cost effective 
location that is also COVID-19 safe, 
and provides the perfect place to 
celebrate with loved ones – why not 
pack a picnic and visit one of a  
number of parks and reserves in  
the Hills Shire?

Many reserves, such as Heritage 
Park in Castle Hill and Turkeys Nest 
Recreation Park in Beaumont Hills, 
offer sweeping views and are ideal for 
catching a stunning sunset. 

TURKEYS NEST 
RECREATION PARK, 
BEAUMONT HILLS
Turkeys Nest Recreation Park is the 
perfect place for a picnic, with plenty 
to see and do including a pond home 
to many families of ducks, native flora 
and fauna, and walking paths for a 
leisurely stroll.

Features of the park include picnic 

settings with shelter, a playground, 
open grassed area, walking paths and 
a pond viewing platform. Be sure to 
stick around for sunset because this 
park has some of the best views in  
The Hills. 
 
HERITAGE PARK, CASTLE 
HILL
With its 20 hectares of rolling hills and 
remnant Blue Gum forest, Heritage 
Park is a great location for picnicking, 
walking and learning more about 
nature and the Hills’ colonial history.

A stroll around the park will bring to life 
the story of the convicts and their fateful 
quest for freedom, as well as the early 
settlers of the district. For the perfect 
sunset view, hike to the top of the park 
for sweeping views of the region. 

The park’s features include concrete 
walking tracks, picnic areas, 
playground and public toilets, which 

are all located in a heritage-listed site 
within a bushland setting.

BALCOMBE HEIGHTS 
ESTATE, BAULKHAM HILLS
Head down to the historic Balcombe 
Heights Estate to enjoy a picnic and 
learn more about the fascinating past 
of The Hills.

Explore some of the many historic 
elements throughout the estate, including 
heritage buildings, memorial tree avenue 
of Brush Box (planted in memory of 
soldiers lost in the World War I), sundial, 
fishpond and memorial garden.

Other features include barbecue and 
picnic facilities, a playground, an off-
leash dog fenced area and a skate park.

For more information on parks and 
reserves located in The Hills, visit The 
Hills Shire Council website and search 
for ‘Parks and Recreation.’

THE HONEY AND EGG MANTOP STRETCHING ALL THE WAY BACK TO 1856, LONG BEFORE ROUGHLEY HOUSE 
BEGAN TO SERVE THE HILLS SHIRE AS A TIME-CAPSULE OF COLONIAL LIFE, 
OR PLAYING HOST TO THE POPULAR ‘JAZZ AT THE PINES’ MUSIC EVENT; IT 
WAS THE ROUGHLEY FAMILY HOME.

Gordon ‘Clive’ Roughley, the final 
resident of Roughley House, famously 
sold the property to The Hills Shire 
Council for just $1 to ensure it would 
be maintained for future Hills Shire 
residents to enjoy.

Clive was a well-known local identity 
due to his many business ventures 
over the years, from citrus orchards to 
shoeing horses – But Clive was mainly 
known as ‘The Honey and Egg Man.’

In his younger years, Clive was a poultry 
farmer and was better known as one 
of the leading breeders of Bantams (a 
miniature chook breed) in the Sydney 
area. But his main source of income 
was from honey.

At one stage, Clive had 3,000 beehives 
scattered across the country areas and 
processed the honey himself for a time, 
which involved heating, draining and 
bottling up to 250kg of the dark treacle-
like substance.

Clive sold his honey and eggs from the 
shed marked with his ‘Honey’ sign behind 
what is now known as Roughley House, 
located on Old Northern Road in Dural.

His customers would drive into the 
property and ring the bell, and Clive 
would come out from the house and 
fill their containers with honey straight 
from the 44 gallon drums it was  
stored in.

As he got older, Clive outsourced the 
processing of his honey and started 
buying eggs wholesale to sell to his 
customers, a lot of whom would return 
again and again. 

Clive was once quoted as saying “I’m 
quite notorious for my honey. People 
keep coming back for it year after year. 
I’ve seen little kids grow up as they 
came back for my honey.”

In 1988, Clive was named Citizen of the 
Year by the Baulkham Hills Australia 
Day Committee, the second such award 
at the time in a decade. An article in The 
Northern Herald at the time mused, “Not 
bad for a bloke many locals call ‘The 
Honey and Egg Man.’”

For more information about the history 
of Roughley House, visit Castle Hill 
Library to borrow descendant Max 
Roughley’s biography, This Old House. 

NEED A BUILDING CERTIFIER?
Hills Certifiers is a Council-run building certification service that can help you through the 
certification process for your project.

Call us on 9843 0431, email ask@hillscertifiers.com.au or visit www.hillscertifiers.com.au  
for an obligation-free fee estimate or toask about our services.

Picnic Spots
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CYCLING IN THE HILLS

Nicola Rutzou from 
Women Who Cycle 
recent ly v is i ted the 
Hi l ls  Shire’s cycleways 
– here’s what she 
discovered…

The Hills Shire contains a wealth of 
cycling opportunities for all levels of bike 
riding abilities and the network of on 
and off-road cycleways and bike trails 
continues to grow steadily.

Within over 100km of new and 
integrated cycleways, residents can 
travel quickly, easily and safely by 
bike to town centres, Metro stations, 
work, schools and parks, while helping 
to improve their general health and 
wellbeing.

All new bicycle pathways have been 
constructed in ochre-coloured concrete 
which helps to direct and guide cyclists 
and pedestrians, and in new urban 
areas an integrated off-road cycling 
network is included.

Recreational cycling routes are 
generally planned and constructed 
on drainage lands that run through 
bushland and along the vast creeks 
system in the Shire.

There are many popular reserves and 
cycleway routes within or near the Hills 
Shire boundaries.

FRED CATERSON RESERVE

“My favour i te places to 
r ide at  the moment are 
through Fred Caterson 
Reserve, through 
Caddies Creek Reserve 
and around Norwest Lake 
and up to Bel la Vista 
Farm.” Mayor Dr Michelle Byrne 

Fred Caterson Reserve is a 58-hectare 
outdoor recreation space in the heart 
of Castle Hill. The reserve caters to a 
large range of sporting facilities, with a 
cycleway that stretches throughout the 
north-east and along the outskirts. 

The track incorporates concrete 
pathways and bush tracks and finishes 
up in the south-west of the park. Many 
bicycle pathways in Fred Caterson are 
unsealed for use by off-road bicycles 
but there are substantial routes that are 
sealed.

The bushland surrounding the reserve 
contains two bushwalking tracks as 
well as a 2.5km concrete cycleway. The 
reserve also has picnic tables, BBQs, 
parking areas, drinking water and a 
BMX track.

From here there are connections to 
Toongabbie Creek Regional Route, 
Rouse Hill/Kellyville Greenway Link, West 
Pennant Hills, Castle Hill, Carlingford/
Northmead and Glenhaven/Kenthurst. 

CRESTWOOD RESERVE
Crestwood Reserve, in Baulkham Hills, 
includes a range of on-road and off-road 
cycling tracks that suits riders of most 
abilities.

Apart from the tracks, the reserve 
includes various sporting facilities – 
rugby league, soccer, netball, as well as 
a skate park, children’s playground and 
a dog park.

The cycle track begins just near 
Merindah Road and continues north, 
along to the reserve’s top fields, before 
allowing riders to circle back with ease.

Within Crestwood Reserve there is 
a children’s learn to ride track which 
has intersecting paths, roundabouts, 
road signs, pedestrian crossings and 
a parking bay, to help children learn. 
Learn to ride tracks can also be found 
at Coolong Reserve, Castle Hill and 
Twickenham Reserve, Kellyville.  

GREENWAY LINK
The Greenway Link starts at Bella 
Vista and ends at Rouse Hill, linking 
the historic homesteads of Bella Vista 
Farm and Rouse Hill House. The link 
is the backbone of open space in the 
area linking the high points and historic 
points of interest along an 11km shared 
pathway network.

Most of the route is off-road with some 
minor roads to cross but main roads 
are traversed by bridges including the 

Cycle  
The Hills

newly completed Memorial Avenue 
Bridge at Kellyville - providing a safe 
link for pedestrians and cyclists to use 
when crossing the busy road.

For cyclists who would like a faster 
route, there is an alternative cycleway 
that goes under the Metro near Windsor 
Road. It is off-road but less scenic. 
 
HUNTS CREEK LINK
This route connects Lake Parramatta to 
Baulkham Hills via Hunts Creek Reserve 
with concrete bike paths and walking 
trails to provide off-road recreation 
cycling facilities.

The ride is no longer completely within 
the Hills Local Government Area but 
was constructed by Council before 
the boundaries were changed. The 
approximately 5km route starts at 
Roxborough Park Rose Garden in 
Baulkham Hills, crosses Windsor Road, 
then into Torry Burn Reserve and on to 
Lake Parramatta. 

OTHER PLACES  
TO RIDE
Within the Hill Shire, there are  
many on-road cycle lanes.  
These are primarily constructed  
by Transport for NSW as part of new 
road construction or road upgrades.

Road cycling is also popular within  
the Hills Shire, particularly in the 
northern areas. Wisemans Ferry is  
a popular destination via River Road, 
Sackville Ferry Road, Wisemans Ferry 
Road, and Cattai Road. 

The ferry services also offer road 
cyclists the opportunity to link with other 
popular road routes. 

WHO ELSE CAN HELP?
Transport for NSW has a CycleFinder 
map that shows bicycle infrastructure 
throughout the state and routes in The 
Hills can be found here – however, new 
information may still be being updated.

 

A group called Bike North is a non-profit 
community-based Bicycle User Group 
or BUG, affiliated with Bicycle NSW and 
Cycling NSW. 

The group runs regular social rides 
that cater to all levels of fitness and 
experience throughout the Hills District. 

For the more serious road cyclists, the 
North Western Sydney Cycling Club 
offers regular rides to cyclists of different 
levels, including monthly rides for 
women. 
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The playground equipment 
at Sophia Doyle Reserve 
has recently been refreshed 
as part of Council’s regular 
maintenance and renewal 
program. 

The renewal included the 
installation of a new play 
unit with slide and multiple 
climbing frames and 
equipment. Sandstone walls 

and native grass and trees 
were also added to the site.

Sophia Doyle Reserve 
is now located off Hilda 
Road in Baulkham Hills.
For information on other 
playground locations 
throughout The Hills Shire, 
visit www.thehills.nsw.gov.
au and search for ‘Parks and 
Recreation.’

SOPHIA DOYLE RESERVE RENEWAL

Work on the Toongabbie 
Creek Revitalisation project 
continues to progress in 
Crestwood Reserve, located 
in Baulkham Hills.
Tenders for the construction 
of two new footbridges 
over Toongabbie Creek 
were recently awarded in 
an Ordinary Meeting of 
Council. The new bridges will 
improve all-weather use for 
pedestrians and cyclists.
Garden edging, concrete 
footpaths and bike tracks, as 
well as bush regeneration 
activities have already been 
completed as part of the 

revitalisation project. 

The next stage of works will 
include further planting and 
embankment stabilisation 
works near the pedestrian 
bridges, as well as areas of 
the waterway civil works. 

Other works that have been 
completed as part of the 
project include extension of 
the playing fields as well as a 
power upgrade for the reserve.

For more information about 
this project, visit www.
thehills.nsw.gov.au and 
search for ‘Crestwood 
Reserve Upgrade.’

CRESTWOOD RESERVE UPGRADES

Latest  
Projects  
in the Hills

Kellyville Memorial Park is 
currently being transformed 
into a Premier Rugby League 
Facility.
Heavy machinery is now 
onsite carrying out bulk 
earthworks to convert a 
single rugby league playing 
field into two playing fields. 
The playing fields will add 
to the existing fields onsite, 
and will be used by the 

Parramatta National Rugby 
League (PNRL) as their 
training facility. 
The project is expected to 
be completed by the end of 
2021, weather permitting.

For more information on this 
project, visit www.thehills.
nsw.gov.au and search for 
‘Kellyville Memorial Park 
Playing Field Project.’

Works continue on the 
upgrade of Hezlett Road in 
North Kellyville to two lanes 
in each direction.

Night works will occur as 
some works, such as the 
connection of new service 
utilities and adjustments to 
traffic arrangements, are only 
permitted to occur during 
periods that minimise impact 
on peak time traffic.

Both drivers and pedestrians 
should be aware of traffic 
control measures being 
used during each stage of 
construction including traffic 
switches, installation of 

concrete barriers to separate 
traffic from the work area, 
temporary pavements, 
reduced roadwork speed limits, 
short term detours and side 
road and footpath closures.

Please follow roadwork 
speed limits, observe 
directions from traffic 
controllers and be aware 
of changing conditions. 
Pedestrians are also advised 
to take care to avoid any trip 
hazards.

For more information and for 
updates on current works, visit 
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au and 
search for ‘Hezlett Road.’

HEZLETT ROAD PROJECT UPDATE

Work is now underway on a 
brand new sporting complex 
for Kellyville. Balmoral Road 
Reserve Sports Complex will 
feature:
•   Tennis courts and multi-use 

ball courts
•   Multi-purpose fields, 

including cricket ovals
•   Children’s playground with 

picnic facilities and a kick 
about area

•   Amenities building 
containing change rooms, 
public toilets, kiosk, storage 
and meeting room

•   Car park, shared pedestrian 
and cycling paths

Bulk earthworks have 
commenced and will 
continue over the coming 
months. Once these works 
have been completed, 
construction works will begin 
on the amenities buildings, 
entry roadwork, car park and 
sporting fields.

For more information on 
current works, visit  
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au 
and search for ‘Balmoral 
Road Reserve.’

BALMORAL ROAD RESERVE SPORTS COMPLEX 

KELLYVILLE MEMORIAL PARK PLAYING FIELD 
EXTENSION
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CASTLE HILL 
LIBRARY IS 

NOW  
OPEN!
The Castle Hill Library, Pioneer 
Theatre and community centre were 
closed for renovations that included 
a new lift, plus recarpeting, painting 
and refurbishment of the customer 
service area of the library.
As well as the renovations, a brand 
new section of the library called 
‘Select Reads’ is now open for 
visitors to browse. 
The themed displays of books 
are handpicked by staff and will 
highlight topical and interesting 
subjects, with themes such as 
‘Uplifting Reads’ and ‘War Heroes.’
Study space at the library is now 
available but social distancing rules 
must be observed.
Regular programs including 
Storytime, Baby Bounce, Toddler 
Time and Move & Groove have  
now resumed. 
Bookings for these programs and 
for free library tours are essential 
and can be made by visiting  
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/Library 
or via the ‘What’s On’ page on The 
Hills Shire Library app.

The Second Age Project’s Dinitha 
Senevirathne has been with the 
ensemble since he was 12 and 
has recently branched out into 

a producing role with two shows with 
the company – the online Zoom show 
‘SHAKEFLIX’  and the in-person play 
‘The Florist of Arden’.
Dinitha was also selected along with eight 
others to be part of Sport For Jove’s  
first-ever Producer Mentorship Program 
which was made possible thanks to the 
Create NSW Creative Kids Digital Grant. 
Dinitha will appear in Sport For Jove’s 
feature film, Venus and Adonis – coming 
soon. Focus caught up with Dinitha to 
discuss The Second Age Project and its 
impact on young people. 

Focus: How did you get involved in 
Second Age Project?
Dinitha: I accompanied my older brother 
to Sports for Jove’s very first Second Age 
project audition and wanted to join in on 
the fun without even realising the beauty 
of the works of Shakespeare or the 
wonderful world of theatre.

Focus: Why is the Second Age Project 
so important for young people?
Dinitha: Sport for Jove Shakespeare  
Theatre Company has made it possible 
for locals to enter and enjoy the wonderful 
world of Shakespeare. As a Hills local, 
I am very proud to be a part of the 
amazing Shakespeare in the Park festival 
and the Second Age Project at Bella Vista 
Farm since 2012. 

Focus: What does the Second Age 
Project mean to you? 
Dinitha: Being a part of this project has 
been one of the biggest highlights of my 
life in recent years. Meeting new friends 
and entering an environment of like-
minded theatre-goers and performers – 
all who share the same appreciation and 
understanding and passion for theatre 
and Shakespeare – is a truly revitalising 
experience. On top of that, spending 
time learning about the many themes 
in Shakespeare’s work from Sport For 
Jove’s most accomplished directors and 
teachers, as well as learning many new 
skills in the multifaceted craft of acting, 
has been a true privilege. 
The skills and knowledge I have learned 
from my years at Sport For Jove, along 
with the many new skills I shall learn in 
years to come, are lessons I hope to 
carry throughout my career and my life.
To read Dinitha’s full interview, visit  
www.hillsfocus.com.au. 
For information about Sport for Jove,  
visit www.sportforjove.com.au

YOUNG ACTOR MAKES 
PRODUCING DEBUT

Homes and businesses 
were impacted, particularly 
within the communities 
of Wisemans Ferry and 
Lower Portland, and 
assets including parks and 
playgrounds were engulfed 
by floodwaters. 

The Castle Hill Showground 
became an Animal 
Evacuation Centre with 
people bringing horses, goats 
and other livestock to safety, 
with the Animal Welfare 
League of NSW operating a 
Mobile Vet Service.

Council staff responded to 
call outs, carried out repairs 
and worked alongside 
emergency services to assist 
where possible throughout 
the extreme weather event. 

Recovery and clean-up is 
underway and it will take 
time to fully restore the 
impacted areas of The Hills 
Shire. Council is working 
to assess and repair flood 
damage including inspecting 
road and drain networks, 
clearing silt and debris, 
maintaining garbage services 
and ensuring the safety 
of affected waste water 
systems.

REBUILDING AFTER 
THE FLOODS
The Hills Shire Council 
has approved a number 
of initiatives to help flood 
affected residents to rebuild 

with ease. The initiatives, for 
applications lodged up until 
30 June 2022, for flood-
affected properties include:

• DAs submitted for 
construction or 
reconstruction works 
will have DA fees and 
Compliance Levy fees 
waived; 

• Section 68 applications 
to carry out reinstallation 
of a structure will have 
application fees waived;

• Section 68 applications 
to reinstall or operate a 
sewage management 
system will have 

application fees waived;

• Section 68 applications 
for the approval to 
operate a Caravan Park 
will have application fees 
waived;

• Where possible, DAs, 
construction certificate 
applications and the 
like from flood impacted 
areas will be prioritised 
by Council’s assessment 
team;

• Work may be conducted 
by Council officers 
on private property 
should the need arise 
to complement clean-up 

activities coordinated by 
Resilience NSW, and 

• Fees will be waived for 
Council work to assist 
with the piling and 
clearing of vegetation 
or debris caused by the 
flood, for removal by 
others, on private land.

If you are a resident of The 
Hills Shire and have been 
impacted by the floods, you 
can find more information 
and useful links on Council’s 
website www.thehills.
nsw.gov.au by searching 
for ‘Local Emergency 
Management’.

RECOVERING FROM

THE NORTHERN AREAS OF THE HILLS SHIRE, ESPECIALLY THOSE IN CLOSE 
PROXIMITY TO THE HAWKESBURY RIVER, WERE HARDEST HIT DURING THE 
MARCH 2021 FLOODS. 

the floods

TELL US WHAT 
YOU THINK ABOUT 
THE HILLS FOCUS 
MAGAZINE
Do you have any suggestions for the  
Hills Focus magazine? Scan the QR code  
to fill out a short survey.
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C O U N C I L L O R S  C O M M E N T S C O U N C I L L O R S  C O M M E N T S

MAYOR DR MICHELLE 
BYRNE
0448 268 140
mayor@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Flood thank you 
I visited Wisemans Ferry during the 
height of the March floods, and met many 
people who had lost homes, property and 
livelihoods to the rising waters. Flooding 
also impacted community assets like 
parks, fields and roads and assessments 
and repairs are now underway to restore 
these as quickly as possible. 
Castle Hill Showground became an 
evacuation point for livestock and 
domestic animals, and it was heartening 
that we could do something as tangible 
as opening up stables and sheds to help 
people in crisis.
I was encouraged at how quickly people 
rallied to help each other and at the 
resilience and positivity of flood victims. 
Council staff also responded quickly 
to emergency calls, and by providing 
information about flood impacted areas.  
I have nothing but gratitude for our SES 
teams, emergency services volunteers 
and State agencies for the role they 
played and continue to play in this natural 
disaster. Their work is demanding and 
requires great personal strength and 
courage – thank you on behalf of our 
community for your ongoing commitment 
to helping people when they need it most. 
Cleaning up, rebuilding homes and 
replacing damaged assets will take time, 
and Council has committed to waiving 
application fees where possible to ensure 
the process of rebuilding is fast tracked.
 
Aquatic Centre progressing 
Construction is well underway for what 
must be the most exciting rebuild project 
in our Shire. The concrete slab for the 
gym area has been poured and structural 
steel work is underway. With a brand 
new Olympic-sized pool, water play area, 
warm water pool, a café and gymnasium 
– I can’t wait to bring my family to this 
wonderful new centre when it opens in 
early 2022.

Library upgrades 
My youngest daughter and I attended 
a Hills Shire Library outreach story time 
while renovations were underway at 
Castle Hill Library. This was a wonderful 
initiative that was thoroughly enjoyed by 

CLR SAMUEL UNO 
DEPUTY MAYOR
EAST WARD
0438 248 085
clr.uno@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Waves Aquatic Centre Redevelopment
After 50 years of service to the Hills 
community, the decision was made to 
redevelop the Waves Aquatic Centre 
site with modern facilities that meet the 
expectations for our residents. As a result 
of the fiscal responsibility of our council 
over many years, we are in a position to 
provide a premium centre that will cater to 
the broad needs of our community, from 
parents taking their children to learn to 
swim classes, to hydrotherapy facilities for 
our more mature residents. Although there 
will be a period where the complex will 
be required to close, while construction 
is underway, we will ensure that that the 
community is kept informed and engaged 
during this process.

Footpath Investment
The Council often receives grant funding 
from various levels of government to 
facilitate local infrastructure. With the 
older areas of our Shire often requiring 
the renewal or development of footpaths 
and cycleways. If your local street or 
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My thoughts are with our residents and 
businesses along the Hawkesbury River 
who have been hit very hard by the floods 
at the end of March. This was the worst 
flood seen in decades and has caused 
significant damage to properties, roads 
and parks. While Resilience NSW have 
been leading the recovery effort, Council 
staff have been assisting by collecting 
information for waste pickups, staffing a 
flood recovery centre and sending out 
crews to help with the clean-up and begin 
repairing assets. Council is waiving fees 
for residents who need to submit DAs 
and Section 68 applications as part of 
recovering from floods. I would also like 
to thank the EPA, RFS, ADF, Fire and 
Rescue NSW and many other community 
members and groups have been on 
the ground helping our residents and 
businesses get back on their feet. 

In better news for rural residents, larger 
secondary dwelling sizes are on the way 
for those who live on rural zoned land. 
This provides rural residents more options 
to help support their families, friends or 
loved ones in bigger secondary dwellings 
on their property. The planning proposal 
would see secondary dwellings allowed 
to be 110m2 or 20% of the primary 
dwelling area, whichever is the larger. 
The motion I brought to Council increases 
the old 60m2 rule to 110m2 and leaves 
the 20% rule unchanged. The planning 
proposal is currently with the Department 
for Gateway determination before 
community exhibition and hopefully 
adoption later this year. 

Council has been making progress on 
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Information about Councillors, Council 
meetings and latest news can be found on 
Council’s website www.thehills.nsw.gov.au.
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National Volunteer Week (Monday 17th to 
Sunday 23rd May) is Australia’s largest 
annual celebration of volunteers. We are 
so fortunate to have many individuals 
and groups within The Hills Shire who 
dedicate their time to provide important 
services to our community. I extend a 
sincere ‘THANK YOU’ to all of those who 
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As we enter our Winter season we all, 
as a society, have come a long way in 
the past 12 months. This time last year, 
we continued to feel the full effects of 
a Summer that brought about drought 
conditions and the pandemic that spread 
COVID-19 around the world. 

These events had a great impact on our 
Shire and on the way Council serves 
our community through the services it 
provides. Our libraries were closed, and 
community sport could not proceed. 

Fast forward 12 months and we are 
no longer experiencing the ravages 
of drought or bushfires, and although 
COVID-19 still impacts our lives, we have 
managed to adapt to its challenges. Our 
sporting fields are in great condition - 
green and lush and ready for team sports 
once again. 

a number of parks and reserves. Staff 
have recently completed playground 
updates at Duncraig Drive Reserve in 
Kellyville and Sophia Doyle Reserve 
in Baulkham Hills. Master plans have 
been adopted for the future Samantha 
Riley Drive Reserve and Stringer Road 
Reserve in North Kellyville as well as 
Brindle Parkway Reserve in Box Hill. 
Construction also continues at Balmoral 
Road Sports Reserve and the Waves 
Pool in Baulkham Hills.  

Finally, I wanted to say congratulations 
to my friend Robyn Preston who recently 
finished her time as a Councillor after 
twelve and a half years service. Robyn 
was an incredibly hard working and well 
respected Councillor and North Ward’s 
loss is Hawkesbury’s gain. As always, 
please don’t hesitate to contact me if 
there is any way I can assist you. 

With the growing number of cyclists in 
our Shire, we are opening up more cycle 
ways for community benefit. It is pleasing 
to see firsthand, families taking advantage 
of our existing cycle network. I would 
encourage you to explore the on road and 
off road cycle ways we have that can be 
accessed via The Hills Shire Council’s 
website.

The new Waves Aquatic Centre is well 
and truly in mid construction and is on 
target not only to be completed on time 
but most importantly on budget. The new 
Waves will deliver a new state of the art 
Aquatic, Gymnasium and Recreation 
facility which is much needed in The Hills. 

In addition to the new Waves Aquatic 
Centre, works will be carried out to 
build a new arbour for the much loved 
rose garden adjacent to the site. Works 
at the Alfred Henry Whaling Reserve 
Rose Garden will also include improved 
walking paths and stairs. Completion of 
these works will coincide with the Waves 
Aquatic Centre when completed.

You may have noticed major works 
happening at Castle Hill Cemetery if 
you have travelled along Gilbert Rd 
recently and I am happy to report works 
have now been completed. There was 
a $3.78 million makeover that saw burial 
capacity increased to 2000 new spaces 
for ash burials and further 300 for lawn 
burials. The memorial garden is the 
centrepiece with the new pavilion that 
was constructed. Works also included 
new gateway, road and parking that has 
provided for our community to visit family 
and friends in a peaceful and serene 
place of rest.  

Just a reminder Local Government 
Elections are being held on 4 September 
2021 and it will be mandatory for every 
resident to vote. It was a pleasure serving 
you in this term of Council. 
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Information about Councillors, Council 
meetings and latest news can be found on 
Council’s website www.thehills.nsw.gov.au.

many local families. The Castle Hill Library 
now has a new lift, fresh paint and carpet, 
and a remodelled customer service 
counter. I encourage everyone to drop 
in, check out the upgrades and pick up 
a good read and a coffee from Chapters 
Cafe. We are so fortunate to have such 
wonderful community assets that promote 
a love of literacy and foster a sense of 
community. 

Cumberland State Forest
The NSW National Parks and Wildlife 
Services have been requested by The 
Minister for Energy and Environment 
to assess whether our much-loved 
Cumberland State Forest can be 
reclassified a National Park. Reclassifying 
Cumberland will strengthen its protection, 
and national parks play a significant role 
in not only research and conservation, 
but also providing people with a place 
where they can engage with their natural 
local environment. We recently put a 
planning proposal to rezone land within 
Cumberland State Forest on hold to allow 
time for full consideration of the national 
park proposal, and I look forward to a 
positive outcome.

generously volunteer, giving their time so 
freely in The Hills - your contribution does 
not go unnoticed. If we all ‘give a little, we 
can change a lot’.  

Due to COVID-19, our normal routines, 
working life, community events and the 
like were all turned upside down last year. 
It is great to see things returning to more 
normality and I am particularly looking 
forward to one of my family’s favourite 
events in The Hills – Hills Relay for Life on 
May 15th.  Even though it will not be quite 
like previous years, it is great that the 
event can physically take place. The Hills 
Relay for Life is a fantastic community 
event which raises funds and awareness 
about cancer. The event would not be 
such a success every year without the 
tireless work of volunteers.

As a Councillor, I take our fiscal 
responsibility seriously and with Council’s 
prudent financial management, we can 
continue the delivery of infrastructure 
and improvements to support and meet 
the needs of our growing community, 
such as new and upgraded roads, 
playgrounds, footpaths and no doubt 
the much-anticipated upgrade to Waves 
Aquatic Centre. I will continue to advocate 
for a strong financial position and less 
bureaucracy.

The Castle Hill Cemetery upgrade is now 
complete and includes a new memorial 
garden, pavilion, columbarium, new front 
fencing, entrance gate and improved 
road and pedestrian pathways. The 
upgrade has enhanced the facilities, 
provides an increase in capacity and is a 
peaceful setting where loved ones can be 
remembered.

I always enjoy meeting and having 
discussions with our residents and 
hearing about what they love about The 
Hills as well as their issues and concerns 
and what they would like to see in the 
future. Please do not hesitate to reach out 
to me and you can always stay informed 
as to what’s happening around the 
community through Council’s website and 
Facebook page.   

community requires a new footpath, 
I encourage you to engage with your 
neighbours, then let me know of your 
request.
 
Fiscal Responsibility
It is as a result of the prudent 
management of our resident’s rates, have 
we been able to deliver the infrastructure 
required to meet the needs of our growing 
community. We are proud as a Council to 
be able to continue to deliver the roads, 
parks, new aquatic centre and community 
facilities expected by our residents while 
managing balanced budgets over an 
extended period of time.
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The Flood and its Toll 
Dorothy Mackellar’s famous poem of 
1904, My Country, reminds us of the harsh 
beauty of our land and its unforgiving 
natural extremes.  Reflecting on the events 
of last few years, the poem’s second 
stanza is worth repeating: 
I love a sunburnt country
A land of sweeping plains
Of ragged mountain ranges
Of droughts and flooding rains 

Merely a year earlier, following a withering 
drought, we saw bushfire ravaging the 
land as Warragamba dam fell to 42% 
of its capacity. Today, contrary to the 
doomsayers, it’s full again and now, as 
we’ve so horribly seen, has no capacity to 
hold back flooding rainfall should a high 
rainfall event recur. Faced with colossal 
damage from the recent flood, council 
staff targeted resources in contributing 
to the clean-up and assisted, where 
possible, the many residents who were so 
terribly affected.  
My time on council as an elected delegate 
to Floodplain Management Australia (FMA) 
has exposed me time and again to the 
devastation wrought by floods, the cause 
of our greatest losses of life, property and 
commerce.  Floods arrive seemingly from 
nowhere, wreak their havoc and disappear 
from our memory as blue skies emerge.  
FMA, as the nation’s peak flood body, 
constantly advocates for more funds for 
flood mitigation but we are still far behind 
flood proofing particularly our inhabited 
areas.  What has especially alarmed me 
as I’ve learned more about flooding is that 
the potential intensity of rainfall is beyond 
everyday imagination.  We are lulled into 
thinking that a so-called “one in a hundred 
year flood” is something that we need not 
worry about as it will likely not occur in our 
lifetime.   The statistical reality is that such 
events can occur at any time and can even 
happen consecutively.  Worse, events of 
biblical proportions considered one in five 
hundred or even one in a thousand years 
can happen with little warning.  

Council’s modern development controls, 
in the face of population pressure 
and limited land availability, impose 
sensible restrictions on where and how 
development can occur but these same 
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It’s been just over a year since COVID-19 
arrived in Australia and impacted every 
aspect of our lives. While we won’t know 
the actual impact of the pandemic for some 
time, we understand that our business 
community has suffered enormously, with 
long periods of uncertainty. Business 
growth, income and jobs have been 
compromised. I urge everyone, where 
possible, to shop locally and support the 
recovery of our local businesses.

It’s been encouraging however, to see 
businesses innovating during this time. 
Many have been able to continue by 
introducing flexible working arrangements 

Winter Safety
Over winter there is an increase in 
residential house fire-related incidents 
and fatalities — it’s important for all home 
owners to be careful when using heaters, 
fireplaces, electric blankets and other 
heating products. For more information on 
how to keep your family safe during the 
colder months, visit www.productsafety.
gov.au/news/well-winter-safety-tips

International Women’s Day
This year’s campaign theme is Choose 
to Challenge. It was great to celebrate 
International Women’s Day with two Hills 
community groups. I attended a function 
with Western Sydney Executive Women with 
proceeds going to Hills Community Aid.  
I also attended an event held by Soroptimist 
International of the Hills with an address 
made by social commentator and writer, 
Jane Caro. 37.9 per cent of Commonwealth 
parliamentarians are women. In 2020 there 
were 10 female CEOs in the ASX200, 
making up only 5% of CEOs. We all have 
a part to play in making change and 
challenging the status quo. 

It is an honour and a privilege to represent 
the residents of the Hills Shire. The support 
from the community has been overwhelming 
and very humbling. The values I bring to 
council are: 
- Financial prudence
- Less bureaucracy
- Less regulation
- Responsible governance 
These are the values I have followed for 
the budget over this financial year. It’s 
important to note that your Council has 
never sought an additional levy on our 
residents. More than most governments, 
your Council spends your rates in a 
responsible and prudent manner. I always 
question the benefit to residents from 
activities of council. And importantly we 
constrain the bureaucracy of council. This 
is the single most important driver of costs 
for any government. It is not just the wages; 
it is mostly the cost of the activities that 
they generate. 
Also, it is a priority of Council that the 
organisation respects and is responsive 
to our residents. So many governments 
use fines as a means to supplement their 
revenues. It is insidious and wrong. Your 
council opposes this approach. We do not 
engage in using fines for revenues. We 
monitor fines on residents to ensure it is 
used as a last resort and that it is kept to 
a minimum. You might know that The Hills 
Shire Council does not have paid parking 
and in addition has possibly the lowest 
council rates in Australia relative to the 
value of your property. This is your council 
representing its residents.
As this pandemic continues, I hope 
everyone stays safe. I am especially mindful 
of workers in the private sector and small 
business owners who have shouldered 
much of the economic impact. We must 
remember that we can’t prosper if we don’t 
produce. My thoughts are with you all.

Clean Up Australia Day
It’s been thirty-two years since Clean Up 
Australia Day was founded and today it 
has become a worldwide movement. In 
March I was pleased to hold a clean-up 
event with community members at Ted 
Horwood Reserve in Baulkham Hills and 
I look forward to continuing this fantastic 
initiative in our beautiful area. 

Pub Proposal for Packard Ave
There is a pub proposal for 1 Packard Ave 
Castle Hill currently under DA assessment. 
The pub will include a bistro, outdoor 
dining area, lounge bar, sports bar, beer 
garden, gaming lounge and children’s 
play area. The proposed pub will have a 
capacity of 850 patrons and will have up 
to 30 staff on-site at any one time. The DA 
will be determined by the Local Planning 
Panel ultimately given the nature of the use 
is regarded as “sensitive” development. 
Council will consider all submissions 
received until the time the Development 
Application is determined.

Flood Affected Communities
I want to pay tribute to our residents who 
have been affected by floods in recent 
times, who have shown great courage and 
resilience through a very difficult time. The 
tragic loss of lives in NSW and QLD during 
these events is also acknowledged. I also 
want to thank and acknowledge the work 
of Council, SES, Emergency Services and 
State agencies for working so closely and 
effectively during this period. Please feel 
free to call or email me to discuss any 
local matters you need assistance with.

pressures have historically meant that 
many tens of thousands of people live in 
areas with limited flood evacuation routes 
and potential exposure to rainfall events 
exceeding the most recent one.  

Council voted over a year ago to support 
the State Government’s proposal to raise 
Warragamba dam by at least 14 metres but 
the proposal remains in limbo as heritage 
and ecological arguments play out against 
the need to improve flood resilience for 
thousands. Contrary to misinformation, 
raising the wall is not intended to increase 
water storage but to provide retention of 
excessive rainfall before its controlled 
release onto the flood plain. 

It is not practical to build any dam 
guaranteed to guard against the 
statistically possible “Probable Maximum 
Flood” but a raised Warragamba has 
the potential to significantly lessen flood 
potential for the many tens of thousands 
of residents in the ancient flood plain in 
the north of the Shire. Dorothy Mackellar’s 
poem should be uppermost in the minds 
of those thinking about flood mitigation in 
the catchment area.

and online services, and this type of 
creative approach will be essential for 
future success. 

Our Shire’s seniors are at greater risk of 
serious illness if they contract COVID, and 
while I am encouraged by very low number 
of cases in NSW, please continue to take 
extra care when visiting older people or 
senior relatives.   

As Councillors, part of our role is to try to 
balance our Shire’s growth with maintaining 
the quality of life residents enjoy. Our 
population is growing, and we need to 
ensure that both existing residents and 
people moving to the Shire enjoy a range 
of housing options, access to transport, 
well-designed community spaces and the 
services they need for day-to-day living. 
Our Council is planning carefully to ensure 
enough land is available for homes, open 
space and businesses. 

Our major town centres - Norwest, Caste 
Hill and Rouse Hill - will experience 
significant job growth over the next five 
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years, and the proposed Annangrove 
Employment zone and Box Hill Business 
Park and will provide thousands of new 
jobs in the future. We are working hard 
to ensure we achieve the right balance 
of growth and lifestyle so The Hills will 
continue to be a highly desirable place for 
people to live and work.

The rebuild of Waves Aquatic Centre is 
well underway, with the new pools and 
buildings now visibly taking shape. The 
project will create 170 jobs over the two-
year construction period and provide more 
than 40 full-time jobs once it opens in 2022.

It is great to see people returning to use 
the Metro now that COVID restrictions are 
easing. This fantastic piece of transport 
infrastructure has already changed the way 
people move in and around The Hills, and 
will continue to bring people and prosperity 
to our region. Over time, the areas around 
the Metro will evolve to allow more people 
to live close to public transport, and make 
use of the community spaces that will grow 
up around the stations.

To register to vote, check your enrolment or to update your enrolment 
details, visit: https://www.elections.nsw.gov.au.



Report        it to Council 

Have you seen something that needs our 
attention? You can report an issue from 
anywhere, on any device, at any time.
Issues that can be reported include:
•	 Road	maintenance	including	pothole	repair
•	 Waste	issues	including	missed,	damaged	or	lost	bins
•	 Bushland,	reserve	and	playground	maintenance
•	 Community,	health	and	safety	issues
•	 Buildings	and	venues	maintenance
•	 And	more

To	get	started,	visit	www.thehills.nsw.gov.au	and	search	‘Report it to Council.’
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