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is a young local with a bright future

ballet dancer

Harrison Lee
B a l l e t  da n C e r  h a r r i s o n  l e e  i s  a  st e p  C lo s e r  to  h i s  d r e a m  o f 
t u r n i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l . 

t
he 17-year-old from Castle hill is 
now perfecting his dance moves at 
the royal Ballet school in london, 
england after being accepted into 

a three-year highly competitive upper 
school program.

“it is everything i had hoped it would be,” 
harrison, who is halfway through the 
program, said.

“i am trained by amazing teachers and 
train with very talented dancers. i believe 
the royal Ballet school nurtures and 
produces some of the best dancers in the 
world.

“i still can’t believe all that has happened 
and i am thankful for all the wonderful 
opportunities i’ve had,” harrison added. 

a standard day for harrison includes a 
combination of general school subjects, 
followed by ballet training with world 
renowned teachers in the afternoon.

But studying abroad hasn’t been easy on 
the 2015 winner of the sydney eisteddfod 
Ballet scholarship.

he said the distance between him and his 
family in the Sydney Hills was difficult at 
times.  

“it has been hard and i am not sure you 
would say mum and dad are happy about 
me being so far away, but we are all 
adjusting,” the teen said.

“having access to social media has 
helped us all adjust and deal with the 
distance.”

harrison’s start in ballet is very much an 

unlikely tale. at the age of six, harrison 
was dragged into his sister’s first dance 
class by his grandmother after refusing to 
watch the session.

But once the music started to play, 
harrison’s whole mood changed and 
he began tapping his feet along to the 
rhythmic beats.

he then marched over to the dance 
teacher and asked to join in on the class.  

eleven years on and harrison hasn’t 
looked back.

the award-wining dancer is literally 
leaping bounds on the stage here in 
australia and around the world.

the goal, harrison says, is to become the 
principal dancer at a company so that he 
can dance in many lead roles.

he’s not being unrealistic following his 
success over the past three years which 
includes winning two prestigious ballet 
competitions including the youth  
america grand prix and the prix de 
lausanne. 

to add to his list of accolades, harrison 
was recently awarded a mayoral 
Commendation award from hills shire 
mayor, Councillor yvonne keane during 
a dance workshop and Q&a session at 
Jigsaw dance studio, in Castle hill. 

In the meantime, Harrison hopes to finish 
school and secure a contract with a ballet 
company. 

“my goal is to keep working hard and 
intelligently in my final year and a half at 
school and focus on securing a contract 
with a professional company,” he said.

“i love living in london and training at my 
dream school. ” n

rising ballet star Harrison Lee with 
local dance students Paige Halloran and 
georgia strachan 

North 
Kellyville- 
birthplace 
of a major 
iNNovatioN,
DyNamic 
lifter!
until recently, north 
kellyville was the site of 
busy market gardens, mainly 
farmed by maltese, italian 
and some Chinese immigrant 
farmers. 

a wonderful innovation came 
from north kellyville to help 
serve the market gardens – 
the organic fertiliser we all 
know as dynamic lifter.

norm Jennings began 
developing machines in 
1969 to transform chook 
droppings into pellets and 
his wife and business partner 
nadia came up with the 
catchy name.

they collected chicken 
droppings from nearby farms 
and processed them at their 
dynamic lifter factory on the 
site of what is now our lady 
of angels church and school.

dynamic lifter was so 
successful that in 1995, the 
Jennings family sold the 
rights for around $19 million, 
but continued to live locally 
on their chook farm.

t
he horticulturalist was recently 
awarded the top parks and 
gardens apprentice and 
excellence in plant knowledge 

award by tafe nsw for her high 
achievements in her course, Certificate 
iii in parks and gardens.

the mother-of-four has worked for the 
hills shire Council for the past three 
years as a mature-age apprentice.

her work involves maintaining Council 
owned gardens and land within parts of 
Castle hill, glenhaven and kellyville to 
the highest of standards including the 
commercial and retail precincts within 
those areas. 

priscilla has now graduated from 
her studies and is a member of the 
australian institute of horticulture.

she is currently taking on more studies 
in landscape design to further develop 
her career. Congratulations priscilla!

Priscilla is our toP 
tafe student
C o u n C i l  e m p loy e e ,  p r i s C i l l a  B i n g l e y,  h a s  ta k e n 
o u t  t w o  ta f e  a p p r e n t i C e s h i p  g o n g s .

Visit www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/businessvisit
and book a FREE appointment with Council’s 
Economic Development team.

Get the latest Local 
Marketing Insights
for your business
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book now for 
christmas!

the hills shire Council has 
over 40 function rooms 
for hire, meaning you can 
find the perfect space for 
your next birthday function, 
cultural celebration, 
presentation night or 
Christmas party right here 
in the hills.

function rooms range in 
size from 1-300 person 
capacity and are equipped 
with tables and chairs that 
can be arranged to suit your 
function needs whether 
it’s cocktail, classroom or 

theatre style, the only limit 
is your imagination. 

along with ample furniture, 
each venue boasts a wide 
range of facilities and 
equipment to ensure your 
event is a success including; 
kitchen and bathroom 
facilities, air conditioning, 
heating, disabled amenities 
and access and onsite 
parking.

Council’s extensive range of 
function rooms and venues 
can be viewed online on the 

hills shire Council website. 
here you can browse image 
galleries, access 360 videos, 
view the list of facilities 
available at each venue 
or search function rooms 
by capacity, suitability and 
location. 

the hills shire Council’s 
venue booking portal 
allows you to book, pay and 
manage your booking with 
ease. to view or book a hills 
shire Council venue please 
visit www.thehills.nsw.gov.
au/Venues 

g ot  a  B i g  e V e n t  o n  t h e  h o r i zo n  B u t  h aV e n ’ t 
B e e n  a B l e  to  f i n d  t h e  p e r f eC t  V e n u e ? 

J o i n  t h e  h i l l s  s h i r e  C o u n C i l’s  a r m y  o f  Vo lu n t e e r s  a n d  l e a r n  n e w 
s k i l l s ,  m a k e  n e w  f r i e n d s  a n d  d i s C oV e r  a  n e w  s e n s e  o f  p u r p o s e . 

booK oNliNe toDay!

Call for 
volunteers 
& recognising their achievements in the hills

liviNG  
SUStaiNably 
WalKS & WorKShopS

o’hara’S creeK WalK
SatUrDay 17 jUNe  
1.30pm—3.30pm 
KeNthUrSt
Enjoy district views from a 
sandstone ridge before walking 
down into the wet sclerophyll 
forest. Trees were once 
logged by timber getters who 
lived in the valley, now a rare 
vegetation community.

NB walk includes a steep ascent 
and descent. Walks are FREE 
unless otherwise specified

booKiNGS
Boronia Tours Phone: 9634 
3163, Mobile: 0407 456 577
Email: boronia.jf@gmail.com
Numbers are limited so bookings 
are essential for all walks.

foraGiNG 2 – WiNter 
WoNDerS
thUrSDay 22ND jUNe 
10.00 to 12 NooN
Naturalist Diego Bonetto will 
introduce the winter wonders 
and possibilities of edible weeds. 
Find out how they can be used 
for food, craft, vitamins and 
natural remedies.

commUNity 
eNviroNmeNt ceNtre
Open Thursdays 9am to 4pm
Curie Ave Off Annangrove Road
9843 0533
Community workshops
Information sessions
Volunteering opportunities
Wildflower walks by appointment
Waterwise demonstration 
garden, And more!

Book walks and workshops on 
line at: www.thehills environment.
event brite.com.au

t
he hills shire is very 
fortunate to have a 
large and dedicated 
group of volunteers 

who play a critical role in 
helping Council provide 
important services to the 
community. we are excited 
to announce we have 
just reached 1000 local 
volunteers!

Volunteer opportunities 
currently exist for;
•   Justices of the Peace
•   Library Volunteers and 

the friends of the hills 
library

•   The Hills Youth Army and 
youth ambassadors

•   Committee members
•   Bushcare, community 

nursery and environment 
centre volunteers

•   Hills Community Care 
volunteers

•   Event volunteers

Council’s volunteer program 
also provides opportunities 
for volunteers to receive 
training, play an integral 
role in planning sessions, 
participate in bi-annual 
networking forums and 
receive recognition for 
their hard work at Council’s 
annual volunteer recognition 
celebration.

if you would like to enrol 
as a volunteer or want 
to explore volunteer 
opportunities currently 
available at the Hills shire 
council visit www.thehills.
nsw.gov.au and search 
‘volunteering’.

Join a bushcare grouP
would you rather spend a 
couple of hours on social 
media, or a couple of hours 
protecting the environment?

as a bushcare volunteer, you 
can expect great satisfaction 
from your role in helping 
to preserve local flora 
and fauna. It’s definitely a 
hands-on role, where you can 
learn a lot about your local 

community and make new 
like-minded friends along the 
way.

to join a bushcare group, 
check out Council’s website 
to find your nearest group, 
then email council-enviro@
thehills.nsw.gov.au or 
complete an online volunteer 
enquiry form.
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Need a building certifier?
i t ’s  a s  e a sy  a s  a ,  B ,  C

a         if you have 
development consent 
after submitting a 

development application 
to council, you need a 
construction certificate 
before you can start the 
building work. 

A construction certificate 
confirms building plans 
comply with the Building 
Code of australia (BCa), 
are ‘not inconsistent’ 
with the development 
consent and comply with 
relevant conditions for the 
development consent. 

did you know you can lodge 
a combined development 
consent and construction 
certificate? Saves time!

Council’s accredited certifiers 
can issue your construction 
certificate.

B an alternative to 
development consent/
construction certificate 

is a complying development 
certificate and it’s available 
for routine work classed as 
complying development under 
the state’s planning policy.

Council’s accredited certifiers 
can issue your complying 
development certificate.

C you must appoint a 
principal Certifying 
authority (pCa) before 

work commences. a pCa 
is the only person or body 
who can issue occupation 
Certificates upon satisfactory 
completion of the works.  the 
pCa inspects work during 
construction.

Council’s accredited certifiers 
can be your pCa. Council’s 
accredited certifiers, Hills 
Certifiers, are a great choice 
to issue your certificates and 
act as your pCa. 

we are professionally 
qualified Building Surveyors 
accredited by the nsw 
Building professionals Board. 
we have provided services to 
the local community for many 
years, are highly experienced 
in all stages of the 
certification process including 
approvals, construction 
inspections and acting as the 
pCa for residential, industrial 
and commercial building 
projects.

Please call us on  
(02) 9843 0431 for an 
obligation-free estimate 
and to assist or clarify our 
services.

•  We are familiar with your development, having already 
considered and issued the development Consent and/or 
Construction Certificate - an advantage no other certifier 
will have. this often allows quicker approval time.

•  We offer a secure, guaranteed alternative. We deliver 
practical, honest and impartial advice.

•  We have the strength and stability of a multi-disciplinary 
organisation and can offer ongoing support and a wide 
range of services beyond that of a private certifier.

•  Our construction inspection service is flexible and can be 
structured to suit your needs.

• Our fees are COMPETITIVE.  

things to consider before appointing a Pca
•  Does your certifier have a team of certifiers and support 

staff, together with access to experienced planning, 
subdivision and drainage professionals?

•  Can you book inspections with less than 48 hours’ 
notice?

•  Does your certifier provide same-day electronic 
inspection results directly to your builder or nominated 
representative?

•  Does your  certifier have the experience to carry out all 
required inspections?

•  Does your certifier ask for costly reports and structural 
certification that may not always be required?

•  Is your certifier familiar with The Hills Shire and its 
development controls?

•  Does your certifier have experience with the installation 
of raingardens?

•  Is your certifier up to date with the Building Code of 
australia (BCa)?

•  Does your certifier ensure installation certificates and 
documents are valid and applicable, minimizing liability for 
all parties?

•  Does your certifier provide free form templates, 
checklists and guidance letters to assist with the 
progress and finalisation of your development?

•  Does your choice of certifier offer free advice or refund 
unused inspection fees?

•  Is your certifier around for the long term?

We can manage and resolve all these issues for you – 
give us a call today.

What’S happeNiNG iN yoUr
NeiGhboUrhooD?

have you seen the great new 
feature on Council’s website?

‘my neighbourhood’ is a map 
that shows you what’s nearby 
like events, parks, halls for 
hire, works and projects – 
with handy waste collection 

and Councillor information 
underneath.

discover what’s happening 
by entering a street address – 
then hit the find my location 
Button.

hills Community Care is 
offering a new support 
Coordination service under 
the national disability 
insurance scheme (ndis). 
people who have received an 
ndis package are eligible for 
this service.

support Coordination can 
assist you to get started with 
the things in your plan and 
help you pursue your goals.
many people have plans that 
itemise several different 

supports funded by the 
ndis and for some people, 
coordinating all these may be 
difficult and overwhelming. 
hills Community Care is here 
to help. 

as an approved provider under 
the ndis, we can assist you to 
coordinate you services and 
get your plan up and running.

For more information about 
support coordination 
contact us on 9761 5724.

ndis suPPort  
coordination

why should you choose hills   
certifiers as your Pca?

DiD yoU KNoW 
yoU caN loDGe 
a combiNeD 
DevelopmeNt 
coNSeNt aND 
coNStrUctioN 
certificate? 
SaveS time!
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Blooms,
tea & 
a toast
to winter

From housing a premier athletics facility

to showcasing a beautiful heritage rose garden, 

Alfred Henry Whaling Memorial Reserve 

is a friendly Sydney Hills park for people 

wanting to improve their fitness and health 

goals or those just looking for the perfect place 

to unwind and soak up the floral scenery.

The 7 hecatre park 
boasts a 400m grass 
oval track and two 
100m straight tracks 
that can be used 
by keen exercise 
enthusiasts to improve 
on their short and 
long distance running 
abilities. The field 
also has a long jump 
pit, shot-put cage and 
javelin zone.
 
Nearby is Waves 
Fitness and Aquatic 
Centre. This much-
loved family friendly 
centre includes an 
outdoor heated 50m 
pool, enclosed learn-
to-swim pool and 
undercover baby’s 
pool, fitness centre, 
café and grassy open 
space.
 
Outside of the leisure 
centre is a playground 
suitable for young 
children. A slide, set 
of swings and an 
imaginative play area 
make up the play 
space.
 
There’s plenty of 
open space to roll out 
a blanket and enjoy 
a picnic with your 

nearest and dearest.
The natural greenery 
is known by locals 
to attract cockatoos 
and other native birds 
to the area – great 
for those who have 
interest in birds and 
local wildlife.
 
But it’s the rose 
garden and its magical 
Alice in Wonderland 
inspired layout which 
draws people to the 
multifaceted facility.
 
There are more than 
100 varieties of roses 
to snap a selfie with, 
with many varieties 
being donated by local 
nurseries and rose 
societies. 
 
Each rose has 
specifically been 
placed to provide 
maximum colour 
contrast, coupled with 
the distinctive array of 
perfumes. 

Some of the special 
roses on display are 
the Australian Bi-
Centennial Rose, The 
Hills Shire Council 
Rose and the Olympic 
Gold Rose.

The circular rotunda 
provides an ideal 
retreat to admire the 
display of climbing 
scented roses while 
the grassy open area 
is the perfect place to 
rest, dig into a good 
book and lap up the 
magical gardens.
The rose garden has 
been described as a 
“little utopia” 

and provides the 
perfect location to 
celebrate moment-
making milestones.
 
And it holds a very 
special secret—the 
award-winning 
Shakespeare in the 
Park was born here 
in 2009 with crowds 
flocking to sit amongst 
the roses on warm 
summer evenings to 
enjoy Sport for Jove’s 
production of  
A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream.

You can find 
all of this just 
off Roxborough 
Park Road, 
Baulkham Hills.

Hills Focus - Alfred Henry Whaling.indd   2 18/5/17   11:21 am
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it’s eVen easier to Be a 

library lover!
hills libraries now have a 
new state-of-the-art online 
borrowing system, combining 
digital services into one 
convenient place.

library members will be able 
to use the new system on 
any computer, whether it’s in 
one of Council’s libraries or 
at home or at work, as well 
as on smart phones.

the new system has 
increased functionality – you 
can request items across 
the four library branches or 
borrow digital items such 
as eBooks, audio books and 
popular magazines.

Library members can:

• search the library 
catalogue online

• reserve books and 

receive an email alert 
when they are ready to 
collect

• download and read 
eBooks, emagazines, 
listen to an audio book 
or do research for 
assignments

• give ratings on books 
you’ve read

• parents can link their 
child’s library account 
to their own for easier 
management

the new library system 
project was supported by the 
nsw state government and 
library Council of nsw.

Click the library Catalogue 
tab on Council’s home page 
to get started.
www.hills.nsw.gov.au

Monica Mcinerney
tuesday 4 July
7.00pm-8.00pm
Vinegar Hill Memorial 
Library

one of the stars of 
Australian fiction, Monica 
mcinerney is coming to 
rouse hill!

monica is the author of 
multiple internationally 
bestselling novels including 
the alphabet sisters, 
family Baggage, those 
faraday girls, at home 
with the templetons, 

lola’s secret, the house 
of memories and a short 
story collection, all 
together now.

cost: 7.50pp tickets 
available online

author talk

oUr 
bUShcare 
team 
SNappeD thiS 
iNqUiSitive 
KooKabUrra 
– fiND hillS 
Shire coUNcil 
bUShcare oN 
facebooK.

sYDneY Metro nortHWest: an ‘incLUsiVe’ 
eXPerience tHat DeraiLeD Me!

Just recently i was treated to a tour of the sydney 
metro northwest. i never tire of visiting the 
various sites on this project. it is of course, the 
single biggest infrastructure venture that the nsw 
government has funded.

from my observation, the sydney metro 
northwest has attracted the most superior 
experts for this type of transport undertaking, 
which makes me feel confident that the project 
will be finished on time and within budget. I was 
able to tour the site at Cudgegong, where a 
prototype of the typical train station along the 
northwest line, has been purpose built.

the rooftop of the station has been fashioned to 
resemble two gum leaves using metal and timber 
construction. this design theme will be replicated 
at all the stations. lifts, escalators, gates, tactile 
floors, signage, floor to ceiling glass screens at the 
edge of the train platform were able to be ‘road 
tested’. By all accounts, it was a very impressive 
display.

‘are there any toilet facilities’ i asked? i was 
promptly directed to a single room, which i was 
told was a ‘unisex’ or ‘inclusive, non-gender’ 
bathroom. the room had one regular toilet, a 
basin without adequate bench space for a woman 
to rest her handbag on and a straight hook on the 
back of the door.

looking round this room, made me feel as though 
i had been denied my feminine identity. let’s face 
it, bathroom behaviour is very different for women 
and men and frankly, i don’t fancy standing in a 
pool of you know what, when i need to use the 
bathroom. why should i?

how many women were asked their opinion on 
this style of toilet facility? perhaps installing a 
urinal in the room so it can be put to good use 
might be a better way to direct male appendage 
to the right utility and provide a puddle free 
experience for ladies or men for that matter.

it seems that the majority are penalized to 
appease the minority – more evidence of political 
correctness gone mad.  i hope it’s not too late to 
consider males and females in the mix – or don’t 
we count anymore?

deputy mayor 
CounCillor 
robyn preston
0419 200 300
clr.preston@bigpond.com

mayor 
CounCillor  
yvonne Keane
0419 553 495
clr.keane@thehills.nsw.gov.au

families are the big winners under the hills shire 
Council’s FY 17/18 Draft Budget and Forward Plan. 
i am proud to belong to an organisation that puts 
the community first and is investing $205 million 
during the next financial year and $831 million 
over the next four years on the key services and 
infrastructure we need as one of the fastest-
growing regions in the state.
 
This is an incredible achievement and reflects 
on the hard work that takes place at Council to 
produce quality facilities for the shire. under this 
Budget, we will spend $55.8 million to acquire 
land and provide more sporting fields and parks. 
this funding will ensure our open spaces are 
superb, safe and well-maintained, providing 
recreational and leisure activities to support 
active and healthy lifestyles.
 
we have set aside $53.7 million to upgrade roads, 
footpaths, improve street lighting and build 
more bridges to help reduce traffic congestion 
and free-up residents’ time on our busy road 
networks so they can spend more time doing the 
things they enjoy. and at the end of the day, isn’t 
that what we all want?

another $30.3 million will be used to ensure 
our natural environment is maintained and 
enhanced through effective storm water and 
environmental projects, as well as garbage, 
recycling and kerbside clean-up services. our 
wonderful library service will continue to invest in 
more educational activities to further engage our 
eager bookworms.

the budget also highlights our commitment to 
the state emergency services and rural fire 
Services who will share in a $3.8 million funding 
boost to support their life-saving work in our 
community. 

some budget highlights that i believe will be 
wonderful for families include: 
· $530,000 refurbishment for waves  
·  $1 million for Castle hill showground concept 

design 
· $338,690 for Half Penny reserve
·  $153,401 play facilities upgrade at wisemans 

ferry park reserve
·  $464,740 for samantha riley drive playing 

fields
·  $1,556,178 for Memorial Avenue pedestrian 

bridge
 
i’m so excited by our future plans and i can’t 
wait to see these projects become tangible in 

our community. i encourage everyone to take a 
look at the The Draft Hills Shire Plan 2017 – 2018, 
which can be viewed on our website.

every four years residents and 
ratepayers elect their Councillors. 
the last election of Councillors for 
the hills shire Council was held 
on 8 September 2012. The next 
election was originally scheduled to 
be held on 10 september, 2016 but, 
following the state government’s 
decision to amalgamate some 
Councils or to amend boundaries, 
those affected Councils, including 
the hills shire Council, have 
had elections deferred until 9 
september 2017.

Currently, the Councillors elect the 
mayor and deputy mayor on an 
annual basis. however, following a 
constitutional referendum in 2012 
to determine the method of election 
of the mayor, electors will cast a 
vote on who should be elected as 
mayor for a three-year term at the 
2017 election and four-year terms in 
subsequent elections.

Council has re-established the four 
ward system (abolished as part of 
the boundary adjustment) and at 
this election, residents will vote 
according to their ward.

To find out which ward you are 
in, visit Council’s website and 
search for ‘maps and boundaries’. 
the nsw electoral Commission 
have now launched their lg2017 
election website (votensw.info). this 
website specifically focusses on the 
september 2017 local government 
elections. for further information 
visit the australian electoral 
Commission at aec.gov.au

t h e  h i l l s  
s h i r e  C o u n C i l  
e l eC t i o n s  a r e  o n  
9  s e Pt e M B e r  20 1 7 .

save the 
date!

C o u n C i l l o r s  C o m m e n t s
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with winter well and truly upon us, i am reminded 
of how fortunate we are to have a roof over our 
heads, a warm bed to sleep in and a meal at the 
dinner table every night. this is not the case for 
everyone. there are people in our community 
who find themselves homeless as a result of 
severe financial crisis, family breakdowns as well 
as domestic violence.

people are often surprised to hear that 
homelessness exists in the hills – but it is mostly 
in the form of “couch surfing”, sleeping in cars or 
searching for emergency crisis accommodation.

from time to time there are rough sleepers on 
our streets. those who are homeless or at risk 
of becoming homeless often go unnoticed in 
our community however we are fortunate to 
have organisations such as hills Community 
aid, lisa harnum foundation and give and take 
families who work with those vulnerable in our 
community on a daily basis.

the hills winter sleep out, now in its fourth 
year, is an opportunity for us as a community to 
gain an insight into what it would be like to be 
homeless. It’s cold, it’s wet and mostly you find 
yourself wishing you were in your nice warm 
bed! the sleep out is also an opportunity to 
raise much-needed funds for local charities that 
work with the homeless and those at risk of 
homelessness in the hills.

this year’s event will be held on 12 august 2017 
and looks set to be our biggest sleep out ever, 
with sydney’s most popular radio personality ray 
hadley oam making a special guest appearance 
to assist us in raising awareness of homelessness 
in the hills. for more information on the hills 
winter sleep out or to get involved go to www.
hillswintersleepout.com.au

we are so fortunate in the hills to have so many 
wonderful volunteers who contribute their time 
and energy to making our community a better 
place. Council alone has 1000 volunteers who 
are involved in bush care, aged and disability 
services, community events, the hills youth 
army and the section 355 committee network 
and thousands more working alongside our 
community and sporting groups.   

the hills is a wonderful place thanks to our 
volunteers and i would like to thank each and 
every one of you who contributes in making the 
hills a better place for all of us. thank you!  

   
CounCillor 
dr miChelle   
byrne
0448 268 140
clr.byrne@thehills.nsw.gov.au

C o u n C i l l o r s  C o m m e n t s

CounCillor  
dr peter GanGemi
0419 429 095
clr.gangemi@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Monsignor John Boyle
i want to congratulate monsignor John Boyle for 
his service to st Bernadette’s parish in Castle hill, 
and for his new appointment as the rector at 
domus australia in rome. monsignor John has a 
long history of service in the hills, having grown 
up in parramatta, and serving in the westmead, 
seven hills and ryde parishes, as well as in 
parramatta as the dean of the Cathedral. John 
has served as a priest for 45 years, as the raaf 
chaplain for 30 years and most recently was the 
parish priest at Castle hill for over 10 years.

while in rome studying previous to his 
appointment in Castle hill, monsignor John 
suggested to Cardinal pell that the australian 
Catholic Church could benefit from a presence 
in rome, and Monsignor John’s influence was a 
major factor in domus australia being born. 

the domus australia centre provides 
accommodation and facilities for visitors to 
rome and with his experience and love for all 
things italian, monsignor John will be the perfect 
liaison between the holy see and the Vatican. 
monsignor John has been a great friend to the 
extended gangemi family, as he has to so many 
others within our community. nicole and i were 
fortunate to participate in the rCia program with 
monsignor John this past year, and we share the 
thoughts of the entire community when we say 
we will miss him dearly.

thank You
at the time that i write, there is a high chance 
that this will be my last article in hills focus 
magazine as a Councillor. should this be the case, 
i simply wanted to say a large thank you to the 
Council staff, the community groups, volunteers, 
and every member of the hills community that 
have made my time on Council an absolute 
pleasure. i have tried my absolute best to put the 
community first in all of my efforts, and I hope I 
have made some small difference in your life. i 
wish you all the very best in the future. 

CounCillor  
raymond harty 
oam
0412 265 876
r.harty@bigpond.com
raymondharty@comet-training.com.au

information about Councillors, Council 
meetings and latest news can be found on 
Council’s website www.thehills.nsw.gov.au or 
facebook page.

CounCillor  
alan haselden
0419 495 089
clr.haselden@thehills.nsw.gov.au

confronting a High Density Lifestyle
accompanied by some of my colleagues on 
Council and some of our senior planning officers, 
i recently attended the urban development 
institute of australia’s annual conference. the 
organisation, better known as udia, is the 
nation’s premier forum for architects, councils 
and property developers where best practice in 
urban design and development is encouraged 
and awarded. 

attendance at conferences is often viewed by 
some with scorn as an unnecessary waste of 
ratepayers’ money but this is far from the truth. 
participation in organisations which Council has 
determined of value to the community exposes 
councillors and officers to concepts and practices 
from around the world which respond to the 
challenges of the ongoing urbanisation of our 
increasing populations. 

nowhere in sydney is this more to the fore than 
here in The Hills where the densification of 
once quarter acre block suburbs is being driven 
by inexorable population pressures and the 
imminent completion of the rail link. 

Council is confronted with development 
proposals of considerable impact and it is only 
through being abreast of world best practice that 
we are able to try and offer the community the 
best possible outcomes in design, configuration 
and social impact. on the subject of population 
pressure, we were recently considering a 
proposal for a new school which provided no on-
site parking, no “kiss and drop” zone and limited 
access to parking in nearby streets. 

Considering this in light of inadequate parking 
around transport hubs, diminishing parking 
requirements in apartment buildings, the 
increasing ratio of vehicles per household and 
motorways with ever decreasing speeds and ever 
increasing tolls, we can only conclude that the 
bureaucracy is in denial of the place of the car in 
sydney’s north west.

the emergence of both the driverless car 
and ride sharing will undoubtedly change the 
way in which we own and use cars but both 
considerations are in their infancy and transport 
analysts are divided as to the possible outcomes.  

whatever the future holds, we are still likely 
to face chronic traffic congestion and a lack 
of parking for some years. it is a daunting 
challenge which is not helped by visions of 
a transport utopia by people in the greater 
sydney Commission and related government 
departments who envisage a society where 
people only walk, cycle or use public transport.

CounCillor  
miKe thomas
0423 798 891
clr.thomas@thehills.nsw.gov.au

CounCillor  
ryan traCey 
0419 429 217
clr.tracey@thehills.nsw.gov.au

C o u n C i l l o r s  C o m m e n t s

CounCillor  
dr Jeff lowe
0419 821 557
clr.lowe@thehills.nsw.gov.au

information about Councillors, Council 
meetings and latest news can be found on 
Council’s website www.thehills.nsw.gov.au or 
facebook page.

CounCillor  
tony hay oam
0414 482 000
clr.tonyhay@thehills.nsw.gov.au

change: that is one constant we can be 
certain of

in recent weeks i have had the opportunity 
to attend the waste 2017 conference – these 
conferences form a valuable educational element 
in Councillors keeping up-to-date and informed of 
the latest technology and market drivers. 

as the hills shire spends in excess of $20m 
per annum on resource recovery and waste 
collection, it’s important we get it right. i would 
like to thank all residents for doing their bit 
with recyclables. our lga has one of the lowest 
percentages of contamination (putting the right 
things in each of the bins) at less than 4%! thank 
you. the sydney metro train system is a game 
changer on the hills horizon and with this comes 
the need to get planning the station precincts at 
the top of the agenda – Council is committed to 
do this. 

However, most of the final outcomes will be 
driven by the greater western sydney planning 
panel and they are intent on building high rise 
regardless of if the local road infrastructure can 
cope or not! you can be sure that i will continue 
to fight for sensible, smart and family-friendly 
development in our shire. 

we have actually approved almost all of the 
requirements under the metro strategy but state 
government are intent on having as many high 
rise as possible around the station areas.

during the last week myself and three other 
Councillors were granted a behind-the-scenes 
look at many of the construction sites on the 
new rail, including the span bridge, tunnels and 
Cudgegong stabling yards. 

these yards have the tracks down, electric cables 
up and all the maintenance sheds up - including 
the advanced diagnostic unit (that resembles 
a large shed) which is up and ready to go. 

as a councillor,  i have always promoted the 
principles of
- financial prudence
- less bureaucracy
- less regulation
- responsible governance
Council has recently passed a budget for the 
2018 financial year. Our income comes from 
two main sources, rates from our residents and 
developer contributions. 

developer contributions are used to provide 
infrastructure in our new release areas. the 
principle is that new release areas are provided 
with basic infrastructure funded by these 
contributions and not from rates paid by our 
existing residents.  sadly, recent regulations 
put on councils has meant more of this new 
infrastructure is being financed by existing 
residents. it is an issue than needs an urgent 
review. the other major source of income is rates. 
this is used to fund services and infrastructure 
for our existing residents. a few more principles 
apply here. 

the less that is spent on administrative 
bureaucracy, the more is available for services 
and infrastructure for the benefit of residents. 
the less spent on recurrent costs, the more 
is available for infrastructure. the hills shire 
Council has an outstanding record on its budget 
in contrast to most governments. massive 
government debt is a global phenomena. 

in fact, in nsw the state government has 
invested a considerable amount of money 
addressing the issue of unsustainable debt 
in local government. it drove recent council 
amalgamations. your council is debt free. 

a few decades ago we were facing insolvency. 
since that time we have progressively repaired 
our finances to where it is now the envy of the 
state. As councillors we engage in long fierce 
debate on spending priorities to maintain our 
strong finances. Irresponsible spending is so very 
easy. Deficits are so very, very easy. We engage 
in long debate to avoid it. we have a shared goal 
in budget outcomes and this is again reflected in 
the budget we passed.

i was pleased to join Bushcare in april 
at Bellamy farm reserve west pennant 
hills. Currently they are looking for more 
volunteers, and they meet on the first 
sunday of each month from 1pm. it’s a great 
opportunity to meet new people, get your 
hands dirty and be active. 

i  was saddened to farewell some members of 
the hills Bushland Conservation Committee as 
some of the volunteers will now be transferred 
to the City of parramatta Bushland 
Conservation due to the Council boundary 
change. i wish them all the very best and 
thanked them for their efforts. 
 
it is apparent now that the Council merger 
process that has taken place by the nsw 
Liberal Government has been flawed, and that 
the government was incorrect to push such 
a reform through without appropriate public 
consultation. 

our Council area has been downsized, losing 
most of east ward and we are the worse for it. 
the government needs to listen to the people! 
 
i continue to advocate and promote the 
creation of arts and theatre space for the 
hills shire - since the demolition of the hills 
Centre this is an area that requires immediate 
attention. 

this must be attended to immediately to 
ensure our all residents can utilise such 
spaces within the hills and not have to travel 
distances to utilise other theatres for events 
or entertainment. 
 
i am looking forward to the orange Blossom 
festival being held this year at Bella Vista 
farm on the weekend of 26 and 27 august, 
with plenty of activities, entertainment, food 
and fun for all the family, i look forward to 
seeing you there! 

the pawsitive steps for mental health and well 
being expo is also taking place at Bella Vista 
farm on 27 august - an annual event that is 
held to to help reduce the stigma associated 
with mental illness. 

it is a dog friendly event. for more info  
www.pawsitivesteps.com.au 
 
finally it is an honour to represent you the 
as one of your Councillors. i am available to 
assist with local matters please feel free to 
contact me for any enquiries. 

Cudgegong station and Bella Vista station have 
the escalators installed. i have included an image 
showing the construction at the span bridge over 
windsor road.

have a safe winter, throw out your old electric 
blankets and take care with heaters and clothing 
near them! don’t forget to check in on your 
neighbours, especially if they are elderly.
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i
s your new home, 
renovation or business 
worthy of recognition in 
the hills most prestigious 

building and design awards? 
entries open 1 July for the 
23rd hills Building & design 
awards; the region’s premier 
industry event recognising 
outstanding construction and 
design within the hills.

first held in 1993, the hills 
Building & design awards 
celebrate innovative and 
exceptional design and 
embody the essence of 
the hills lifestyle, inspiring 
developers, builders and 
designers across the region.

the awards exemplify the 
high standard of living hills 
locals enjoy and provide an 
opportunity for industry 
leaders to be rewarded for 
their contributions to design 
across the hills and beyond.

in 2016 the awards received a 
record number of entries with 
kellyville based construction 
company millbrook homes 
taking out the prize for 
overall winner at a glamorous 
gala dinner at Curzon hall.

this year’s event promises to 
be just as spectacular with 
two exciting new changes to 
the awards; the addition of a 
new category for pools & spas 
and an exciting new venue for 
the gala dinner. 

this year will also see the 
return of the overwhelmingly 
popular people’s Choice 
award which last year 
received over 1000 votes 
through the hills Building 
& design awards facebook 
page.

as the hills continues to see 
exponential growth with more 
people choosing to move to, 

invest and ‘put down roots’ 
across the shire, the awards 
have become an integral part 
of the community providing 
all hills projects with the 
chance to receive recognition 
for their commitment to 
outstanding design, high 
quality construction and the 
local building industry. 

the awards are open to all 
projects completed between 
18 June 2016 – 30 november 
2017 based in the hills shire & 
will showcase industry leading 
designs, bespoke homes and 
inspirational stories from hills 
builders & local home owners 
just like you.

entrants in the hills 
Building & design awards 
have the chance to gain 
unprecedented industry 
recognition through the 
great prizes on offer which 
include project features in 

industry leading publications, 
promotion through the hills 
Building & design awards 
facebook page, website and 
e-newsletter, promotional 
trophy, certificate and more. 

for all the latest award 
announcements, trend alerts 
and finalist profiles head to 
the hills Building & design 
awards facebook page or 
subscribe to the hills Building 
& design awards e-newsletter. 

are you a local industry 
business interested in 
sponsoring the hills Building 
& design awards? a range of 
great packages are available 
to help position your business 
as a leader to your target 
market. for sponsorship 
enquiries contact sydney hills 
Events on (02) 9843 0112
for more information  
www.hillsbuildinganddesign.
com.au 

i s  yo u r  n e w  h o m e  o r  r e n oVat i o n  w o r t h y  o f  i n d u st ry  r eC o g n i t i o n ?

hills building & design 
awards

the hillS Shire Will ShoWcaSe iNDUStry 
leaDiNG DeSiGNS, beSpoKe homeS aND 

iNSpiratioNal StorieS from hillS bUilDerS 
& local home oWNerS jUSt liKe yoU.

By now you may be aware 
that the nsw government 
has introduced a system 
for collecting the levy that 
helps fund our community’s 
fire and emergency 
services called the fire and 
emergency services levy 
(fesl).

Council is being asked to 
collect the fesl along with 
council rates that will fund 
the work fire and rescue 
nsw, the nsw rural fire 
service and the nsw state 
emergency service do to 
protect the community. the 
fesl will help provide life-
saving equipment, firefighters, 

staff and volunteers, 
training, infrastructure 
and community education 
activities for our fire and 
emergency services. the 
nsw government and local 
government also make 
a direct contribution to 
funding these agencies.

from 1 July 2017 the fesl 
replaces the old emergency 
services levy (esl) on 
insurance premiums.

for further information 
about this levy visit  
fesl.nsw.gov.au or phone the 
fesl information line on 
1300 78 78 72.

What iS the fire aND emerGeNcy ServiceS levy (feSl)?

Discover the Farm
& explore the Markets 9am—2pm | First Sunday of every month | Bella Vista Farm



Report 
issues
on the
spot from 
your smart 
phone

CityWatch

Have you seen something that needs our 
attention? Why not report it on the spot 
from your smart phone with City Watch?

When you do this:
• The job will be logged instantly.
• Your request will be acknowledged.
• The task will be allocated automatically and work scheduled.
• You can request to be contacted when the work is complete.
• You can give feedback on how satisfied you are with the job.

All feedback is analysed regularly and used to improve the way 
things are done.

Get started by searching for ‘City Watch’ on Council’s website—then 
follow the prompts to install it on your screen so it’s ready for next time.

www.thehills.nsw.gov.au

Trees

Barking Dogs

Cycleways

Potholes

Maintenance
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