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gRab youR skateboaRd, scooteR, bike oR skates 
and head doWn to the Revitalised balcombe 
heights skate PaRk, in baulkham hills.

Reserve your
child’s place today 
for the future!
At Ellerman Child Care Centre Dural, we encourage 
each child to grow, learn and reach their full 
potential through our highly-accredited early 
learning and transition to school programs.
 
Contact the Children’s Services team today
Phone 9761 5773
Email childcareapplications@thehills.nsw.gov.au 
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Pool 
set for 

renewal

Waves skating success

The repurposed skate park 
includes a bowl and various 
new street skate options, 
which were developed in 
conjunction with Council 
and a specialist skate park 
designer following community 
consultation with avid 
skaters, scooter rider, park 
users, interest groups, young 
people and their parents.

featuring separate skating 
zones to allow participants 
of all ages to progress their 
skills safely, the space has 
been designed for maximum 
inclusiveness.

it is centrally located within 
Balcombe Heights estate, 
which is home to sprawling 
park land and a number of 
historic buildings.

There’s also a children’s 
playground, tennis courts, as 
well as plenty of free parking 
and access to toilets.

And you can bring your 
pet pooch down for a run 
or a play in the dog park. 
for more information visit 
Council’s website and search 
for ‘Balcombe Heights  
Skate Park’.

Swimmers, fitness 
enthusiasts and 
families cooling 
off in the summer 

heat have all enjoyed the 
much-loved community 
asset, but time and ageing 
infrastructure have taken 
their toll and waves is now in 
need of renewal.

Construction of a brand new 
centre that incorporates 
energy efficiency, 
sustainability features and 
smart technologies will 

ensure that the Hills Shire’s 
growing community can 
continue to enjoy a much-
improved pool and fitness 
centre in the future.

exciting new plans are 
being created that take 
into consideration all of 
the centre’s key features 
along with ideas raised 
during the community 
consultation phase, including 
increased swimming 
space, café upgrade, 
improved fitness centre, 

better site accessibility and 
incorporating as much car 
parking within the site as 
possible.

once the draft plans are 
finalised they will be available 
for exhibition, and people 
will be invited to review 
the designs and provide 
comment. Community 
consultation is expected to 
take place later this year and 
the plans will be displayed at 
Council’s Customer Service 
Centre, in libraries, at waves 

and on Council’s website.

waves fitness and Aquatic 
Centre remains open for 
business until construction 
begins from 31 March 
2020, and residents are 
encouraged to continue to 
use and enjoy the facility up 
to its closure.

for news, updates, 
frequently asked questions, 
and project timelines visit 
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au and 
search for waves Aquatic 
Centre Upgrade.

afteR seRving the community foR moRe than 50 yeaRs, Waves fitness 
& aquatic centRe is set foR a Well-eaRned makeoveR. 

A refreshing
change is on the Way

Planning is underway 
for a brand new centre 

that incorPorates energy 
efficiency, sustainability 

features and smart 
technologies 
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chRistian White in conveRsation  
With elizabeth mccaRthy

ThURSDAY 2 mAY | 6.30-7.30pm | $12.50pp
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Christian White’s The Nowhere Child, 
the fastest-selling debut novel by an 
Australian author ever, won the 2017 
Victorian Premier’s Literary Award for an 
unpublished manuscript and has already 
sold rights into 17 countries. 

it unravels the story of Kimberley, a 
Melbourne woman who discovers she 
may have been kidnapped as a child 
from a town in the US. As she searches 
for the truth, we find ourselves in a 
strange, compelling world of cults, 
secrets and conspiracies.

elizabeth McCarthy, a Melbourne-
based radio producer, presenter and 
book reviewer for Australia’s biggest 
independent radio station 3rrrfM, 
speaks with Christian about the 
psychological thriller he thought would 
never see the light of day.   

For more information about what’s on 
at the library, to borrow e-books and 
magazines, or to renew library items, 
visit www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/library

sydney WRiteRs’ 
festival event

makeover 
booked for 
dural library

dural library has been earmarked for 
a makeover, funded by The Hills Shire 
Council, the NSw State Government 
and The library Council of NSw.

The project will create a refreshed 
interior within the much-loved local 
library and aims to maximise the 
existing space with the installation 
of mobile shelving and ergonomic 
furniture.

The library will be closed throughout 
May to allow for the  
upgrade and alternative  
arrangements will be  
made to ensure library  
members can access  
services. 

the club just foR yeaR one!
The year one reading Club has returned to The 

Hills Shire library Service to inspire students 
to build on the literacy skills they developed in 

kindergarten by making reading a habit.

Club members must be in year one at school and those 
who join will receive a logbook, then a sticker each time 
they visit their local library to borrow. After receiving two 
stickers, club members can begin to collect rewards.

The year one reading Club is designed to help 
students improve their reading skills and develop their 
imaginations through literature.

To join the Year One Reading Club, simply head to 
one of The Hills Shire library branches and sign up!

the heritage trail, 
baulkham hills
2.5 – 3 hours

The Heritage Trail bushwalk is an easy 
6.4km walk on paved paths.

Along the way you can discover 
places where early colonial settlers in 
Baulkham Hills established farms before 
the end of the 18th century. 

Keep an eye out for signs that tell the 
stories of these early settlers.

Stroll through Sydney Turpentine 
ironbark forest and walk through valleys 
of tall Blackbutts in the Toongabbie 
Creek headwaters, which was some 
of the earliest land to be settled in 
Baulkham Hills.

There are plenty of facilities to keep 
families refreshed and energised along 
the way, including toilet facilities, a 
playground, picnic tables and barbecues 
at Crestwood reserve.

bushland corridors, 
rouse hill
2 hours
The Bushland Corridors bushwalk is 
an easy 4.4km walk on paved paths. 
Perfect for local history enthusiasts, the 
walk takes you past Aberdoon House, 
an intact example of an old Colonial 
Georgian Cottage typical of the early 
settlement of the rouse Hill district, 
which once belonged to a former 
convict. you can also catch a glimpse a 
mysterious grave along the way.

The walk features grassed areas for 
play or to take a refreshing break and 
there are playgrounds located at william 
Harvey reserve and Milford drive 
reserve. families can also discover 
the forest red Gum woodland and 
heathland, waterways and see water 
birds in their natural habitat.

find the maps and more information on 
bushwalks by searching “bushwalks” on 
our website www.thehills.nsw.gov.au.

discoveR the hills’ hidden gems With the Whole clan this autumn 
on these family-fRiendly bushWalks!

bushwalks
family-fRiendly

Bushwalk Team Gerard Nolan, Jennifer farrer and william 
wright inspect the new walks with Mayor Michelle Byrne

12 bushwalks to exPlore!
discover 12 Hills bushwalks - 

complete with self-guided trail maps 
and fact sheets including difficulty 
levels and points of interest – on 

Council’s website. 
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au 
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What does this mean for my business?
•	 Ensuring	you	have	the	resources	to	make	sound	business	decisions.
•	 FREE	marketing	intelligence	to	grow	your	business.
•	 Access	to	information	regarding	Government	grants.
•	 Economic	and	demographic	information	for	starting	and	growing	a	business,		
	 as	well	as	investing	in	an	area.
•	 Connecting	with	networking	groups.

A	FREE	confidential	visit	with	a	member	of	Council’s	Economic	Development	team	
is	just	an	appointment	away	—visit	www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/BusinessVisit

Have a coffee with us 
Our Economic Development 
Team would like to meet 
with you for an individually 
tailored business visit
—a	program	designed	
to	assist	businesses	start,	
grow	and	expand	in	The	Hills.
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FOCUS chatted with Xero’s 
Chief Executive Officer Steve 
Vamos about the importance 
of the customer experience. 
Steve has more than 30 
years’ experience in global 
technology and digital media, 
and has worked in leading 
international businesses 
including Apple, iBM and 
Microsoft. He was a panellist 
for the recent found X pitch 
night at the Pioneer Theatre. 

focus: how can business 
owners lead the way in 
their chosen industry?

Steve: This is not a simple 
question, because the 
answer isn’t just one thing. 
firstly, you need to be 
clear about your purpose 
and ambitions, but at the 
same time open to adapting 
it to the realities of your 
customers’ feedback and 
market. your purpose is 
ultimately expressed in your 
customer value proposition, 

how it benefits the customer 
better than others and how 
you communicate it in your 
sales and marketing. The 
rest is delivery. doing what 
you say you are going to 
do and exceeding customer 
expectations.

focus: With so many 
different promotional 
platforms, what are the key 
things business owners 
should be doing?

Steve: The main thing is 
to understand your target 
audience, and be where 
they are likely to be on these 
platforms. Ultimately word 
of mouth, your customers 
telling others about you is the 
best and cheapest marketing 
vehicle.

focus: how important is 
the customer experience?

Steve: it is hugely important. 
Business owners need to 
create “obsession” in their 

business about the customer 
experience. Measure it, seek 
feedback from customers 
and make sure all your 
people care about it.

focus: What are the key 
cost saving tips that small 
business owners could be 
doing?

Steve: It’s all about people. 
Make sure your people 
are the right people in the 
right roles. Make sure they 
are clear about what your 
priorities are – involve them 
in defining them – and that 
you remove all obstacles to 
them being effective in doing 
the important things.

focus: If you could only 
give one piece of business 
advice to entrepreneurs, 
what would it be?

Steve: Two things. Firstly it’s 
all about people. Secondly, 
make sure your purpose “why” 
is one that is going to deliver 

real value to customers and 
solve real problems. Testing 
in the early stages with real 
customers is key. i love 
the quote from boxer Mike 
Tyson “everyone has a plan 
until they get punched in the 
nose” … or the most relevant 
to business… “no business 
plan ever survived customer 
contact”.

Business talk
steve vamos

find more inspiring 
interviews with business 
people, authors, locals 
and more in the Hills 
focus magazine online at  
www.hillsfocus.com.au

www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/SmartSeries 
Phone: 02 9762 1108 | Email: business@thehills.nsw.gov.au

AN INITIATIVE OF 

THE HILLS 
SHIRE COUNCIL

Council’s SMARTSeries returns with 
an action-packed line-up of workshops 
to help you start, run or grow your 
business in The Hills.
 
With options like learning how to 
market your business, cash flow and 
profitability and planning for ongoing 
success, there’s something to suit most 
businesses needs.  
 
CEO of Rapport Leadership and a 
SMARTSeries workshop facilitator,  
Jeremy Carter said the series was 
perfect for those – including small 
business owners, entrepreneurs and 
start-ups – needing business support 
or direction.
 
“The workshops are designed to  
provide a forum to mingle with other 
growth focused business owners,  
to have your most pressing business 
challenges solved, to grow your 
business knowledge and to increase 
your confidence in building a successful 
business in The Hills Shire,” Mr Carter 
said.
 
“Specifically, attendees have mentioned 
they like that the workshops are 
interactive and provide support and 
guidance to implement the material into 
their own business. 
 
“Also, it’s the opportunity to have their 
specific questions answered and to 
understand that they are not alone  
in their goal to build their business,”  
he added.
 

There are three different workshop 
streams The Hills business community  
can attend, including:  

• SMARTStart  
 Perfect for start-ups and  
 entrepreneurs, and provides an  
 overview of the key factors needed  
 before starting a business; 
 
• SMARTOperate 
 Workshops take business owners 
 through implementing a successful 
 business system, which improves 
 overall productivity and results;  
 
• SMARTGrow 
 Provides existing business owners 
 with ideas on how to grow their 
 business, including the use of goal  
 setting and learning how to create  
 a professional business plan.
  
SMARTSeries is an initiative of The 
Hills Shire Council and facilitated 
in partnership with the Sydney Hills 
Business Chamber. 

The workshops create an environment  
to help businesses access a wealth  
of experience and support.
 
Places are limited, so bookings for these 
workshops must be made in advance 
through Council’s website.

Grow your business in 2019
with Council’s SMARTSeries 

SMARTStart  
WORKSHOPS INCLUDE:

*Business Basics—where do I start  
and what should I know?  
*Identifying your Target Market 
*How to generate business 

*New workshop dates to be advised

SMARTOperate 
WORKSHOPS INCLUDE:

Productivity and performance 
systems and technology  
Thursday, 4 April 2019  
Cash flow and profitability 
—know your numbers  
Thursday, 11 April 2019 
Building a winning culture 
Thursday, 18 April 2019
Marketing strategy & implementation 
Thursday, 2 May 2019  

SMARTGrow
WORKSHOPS INCLUDE:

Planning for ongoing success 
Thursday, 9 May 2019  
Recruitment—attraction, selection  
and retention 
Thursday, 16 May 2019  
Scaling up your business 
—what’s next? 
Thursday, 23 May 2019  
 

Hills focus smart series FULL PAGE.indd   1 26/3/19   3:37 pm
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signals given the 
green light
Traffic signals will be 
installed at the intersection of 
withers road and ironbark 
ridge road, in rouse Hill to 
improve safety for motorists 
and pedestrians.

reserve nearing 
comPletion
Arnold Avenue reserve, in 
Kellyville, is getting ready to 
open. Construction of field 
one is nearing completion 
along with a 122-space 
carpark, to provide more 
active open space for the 
growing community.

new fields ready 
for Play
The Caddies Creek 
reserve complex has been 
completed, including four 
sporting fields, two amenities 
buildings and extensive 
parkland - made possible 
after The Hills Shire Council 
and Sydney water entered 
into a long-term agreement, 
which would see land from 
Sydney water developed 
for more sporting uses. The 
works at Caddies Creek 
reserve have incorporated 
major environmental 
initiatives, as well as car 
parking for more than 120 
cars, a new playground and 
more than 2km of shared 
pedestrian/cycle paths.

Plans for the 
showground
work has commenced on a 
masterplan for the Castle Hill 
Showground that will include 
a study, engagement and  
master-planning process 
aimed at producing a plan 
that will serve both existing 
and new communities with 
a variety of recreational 
opportunities  
and activities.

key PRojects in the hills

Playtime in 
baulkham hills
Christopher reserve has 
been updated and is ready 
for play. A new play unit, 
updated swing set with baby 
seat, nest swing, basketball 
hoop and concrete pad have 
been installed, as well as 
additional pathways, a picnic 
setting, new native trees and 
shrubs.

new local Play 
sPace
lewis Jones drive reserve 
Kellyville has opened 
following an extensive 
upgrade of the park’s 
playground facilities.

The park has a playground, 
table tennis table, pedestrian 
paths and a large kick-about 
space – as well as seating 
and a picnic shelter. existing 
trees provide shade, while 
new vegetation has been 
planted to complement the 
play area.   

when it comes to 
building your new 
structure, are 
you aware it is 

the owner who has the right to 
appoint the Principal Certifying 
Authority? The PCA acts 
on the owner’s behalf, and 
checks that building work is fit 
to use and occupy.

Hills Certifiers is a business 
initiative of The Hills Shire 
Council and you can contact 
us for a comparison fee 
estimate to use our services.

Our certifiers  provide 

personalised building 
certification services 
exclusively in The Hills Shire 
local Government Area. 
Professionally qualified 
building surveyors accredited 
by the NSw Building 
Professionals Board, they 
are experts in the certification 
process for residential, 
integrated development, 
industrial and commercial 
building projects.

Hills Certifiers offer a secure, 
guaranteed alternative to 
private certifiers and have 

an established reputation for 
delivering practical, honest 
and impartial advice.

we offer the following:
• Construction Certificates 

and Complying 
Development Certificates

• Bushfire Attack Level 
(BAL) Certificates

• Principal Certifying 
Authority (PCA) services.

• Carrying out Critical Stage 
inspections during the 
construction process

• Occupation Certificates

• Building Code of Australia 
(BCA) advice during the 
construction process.

• Assistance with 
interpretation of 
development Application 
conditions.

• Strata Subdivision 
Certificates.

If you’d like peace of mind 
when it comes to building 
certification, call Hills Certifiers 
on 9843 0431, email  
ask@hillscertifiers.com.au or 
visit www.hillscertifiers.com.au 
for more information.

did you knoW that council has its oWn ceRtifieRs and you don’t have to 
aPPoint a ceRtifieR fRom a PRivate comPany?

Be certain
about youR ceRtifieR

hills certifiers is a business 
initiative of the hills shire 

council and you can contact us 
for a comParison fee estimate to 

use our services.
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Mayor Dr Michelle 
Byrne
0448 268 140
mayor@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Regroup for Relay
It’s coming up to that time of year when we get our 
walking shoes on and our teams ready to participate in 
relay for life. As a long-time supporter and Patron of 
relay, i can truly vouch for taking part in an event that has 
so many benefits for so many people.

As well as raising much-needed funds for research, 
prevention and information for cancer services, relay 
has also become a reunion for everyone whose lives 
have been touched in some way by the disease. friends, 
family and survivors gather to focus on providing support, 
friendship and understanding as they raise money to 
tackle the disease head-on.

i encourage you to join us at the Castle Hill Showground 
on May 18-19 for a fun, moving Hills relay for life 
experience and together, we can start taking vital steps in 
the fight against cancer.

Waves pool upgrade
I’m excited about our planned upgrade to Waves Fitness 
and Aquatic Centre. we are about to embark on the 
creation of a detailed plan for a new pool facility that 
can meet not only our current needs but also future 
expectations, and once complete, the plans will be 
available for community comment.  

we understand there will be some unavoidable 
inconvenience when waves temporarily closes in March 
2020 for building works, but i believe we will be delivering 
an asset that will become a much-loved and enjoyed 
component of our community for the next 50 years. 

 We’ve already started talking to groups who use Waves 
to make sure we give people as much assistance as we 
can. i thank everyone who has contributed to the vision 
so far and I can’t wait to see the draft designs.

in the meantime, we will continue to keep working with 
residents, user groups, and members to understand how 
we can achieve the best possible outcome for everyone. 

Showground masterplan underway
The area around the Showground will soon become 
a brand new neighbourhood following the opening of 
Showground Station. This change creates a fantastic 
opportunity to take a look at the Castle Hill Showground 
and discover how it can better serve both our current and 
future population as a leisure and recreational facility. 

I’m very pleased to advise that master planning is 
underway and i feel positive about the possibilities 
that this much-loved community place holds for all of 
us. once we have a draft master plan, we will ensure 
people have plenty of  opportunities to view the plans 
and make comment.

C o U N C i l l o r S 
C o M M e N T S

a range of community halls  
in the hills shire are equiPPed 

with a stage to cater for  
your next event.

Dural memorial hall

South maroota hall

looking foR a venue With a stage? choose fRom a 
Range of venues acRoss the hills that can host  
any event needing a Raised PlatfoRm – including 
lectuRes, PResentations, PeRfoRmances and Recitals.

The following venues all have 
a stage, and ‘capacity’ refers to 
theatre-style:
• Pioneer Theatre  – capacity 

360, cnr Pennant and Castle Hill 
roads, Castle Hill

• Glenhaven Community Centre – 
capacity 190, Glenhaven road, 
Glenhaven

• dural Memorial Hall – capacity 
100, old Northern road, dural

• Harvey lowe Pavilion – capacity 
300, Castle Hill Showground

• South Maroota Hall – capacity 
100, cnr Paulls wisemans ferry 
rds, South Maroota

 
need rehearsal sPace?
Stamford Hall at Balcombe Heights 

estate is an 18m x 10.5m space that 
has been updated with rehearsals in 
mind. Incorporating sound-proofing 
panels, air conditioning and a space 
large enough for a vocal group or a 
theatrical ensemble, this just may be 
the location you’ve been looking for 
to host your regular rehearsals.

 
book a venue
you can check availability of all 
venues through Council’s online 
bookings calendar and hiring rates 
vary depending on the time and day 
you need.

Visit www.thehills.nsw.gov.au and 
select the ‘Hire a Venue’ tab on  
the home page; enquire at  
venues@thehills.nsw.gov.au or 
call 1300 426 654 to speak to the 
Venues Customer Service team.

Take centre stage!
The pioneer Theatre is in the heart of Castle hill and is 
available for performances, lectures and conferences.

Glenhaven Community Centre

harvey Lowe pavilion



1 2   i   t h e  h i l l s  s h i R e  c o u n c i l h i l l s  f o c u s   i   1 3

taking place on samantha Riley drive and 
this is in preparation for the removal of the 
power poles which will take place in june/
july, allowing for the upgrade of this very 
busy arterial road. the nsW government 
has just announced the site for a new 
hospital at Rouse hill which will support the 
needs of our growing population.
throughout 2019 you will see the continued 
improvement of hezlett, barry and 
stringer Roads with new signalisation and 
roundabouts to improve traffic flow and 
movement in this area. We will continue 
to invest in new parks, sporting fields 
and open spaces throughout 2019. i will 
continue to work hard to slow the rate of 
new development until we can bring our 
infrastructure up to speed that will support 
it, but aside from that, i will continue to 
advocate and support the residents of 
the north Ward and would like to publicly 
acknowledge the excellent work our hard 
working progress associations do in 
supporting their local communities such as 
the box hill/nelson, annangrove, friends 
of glenhaven, glenorie and north kellyville 
advocacy groups - and i look forward to 
working with you all again in 2019.
finally, i’m pleased to say that we will 
celebrate the opening of the long awaited 
sydney north West metro in may after 
being promised this service by the labor 
government back in 1985 but proudly 
delivered by the liberal government in 2019. 
i have no doubt it will make travelling that 
much easier and more importantly, give us a 
choice of how we wish to commute.

clr Brooke collins 
oaM
north WarD
0438 373 994
clr.collins@thehills.nsw.gov.au

a belated happy new year to you all and 
i hope you had a great christmas. already 
2019 has got off to a very busy start with a 
lot happening in and around the beautiful 
north Ward that includes the following:
the new glenhaven/old northern Road 
lights will become fully operational during 
this edition of the focus.
We continue to oppose the da lodged for a 
place of worship in glenhaven and hope we 
can find a more suitable location within The 
hills shire that will accommodate their future 
growth requirements similar to marsden 
Park. the new north kellyville Public 
school opened in january and has been an 
instant success - we will continue to work 
with Principal Moth to improve the traffic/
pedestrian issues in and around the area.
you will have all noticed the roadworks 

C o U N C i l l o r S  C o M M e N T S

clr elizaBeth russo
central WarD
0438 608 173
clr.russo@thehills.nsw.gov.au

clr Frank De Masi
central WarD
0439 013 343
clr.demasi@thehills.nsw.gov.au

clr roByn Preston
north WarD
0419 200 300
clr.preston@bigpond.com

clr Dr Peter GanGeMi
north WarD
0419 429 095
clr.gangemi@thehills.nsw.gov.au

C o U N C i l l o r S  C o M M e N T S C o U N C i l l o r S  C o M M e N T S

Trees, Storms and the Clean Up 
the summer storms reminded us of the 
need to find the right balance between tree 
preservation, protection of life and property 
and our inalienable right to peaceful 
enjoyment of our own land. it was notable 
that the large majority of broken and fallen 
trees were eucalypts and, as much as 
most of us appreciate the beauty and 
utility of large trees, it is quite apparent that 
many eucalyptus species are out of place 
in an urban area. many backyard trees 
were planted with good intentions decades 
ago but have grown to an age and size 
where they present a real danger to home 
owners. storms aside, the propensity of 
some trees to spontaneously shed limbs is 
particularly alarming.  
the storms also reminded us of how 
fortunate we are to have the services of 
the predominantly volunteer forces of the 
ses and other emergency services. their 
members confront danger and appalling 
weather in responding to sometimes frantic 
calls from residents.  
in the weeks following the storms, 
council was often berated by some for 
not cleaning up their properties and the 
unwillingness of many to help themselves 
became apparent. council does not have 
an obligation to clear storm damage on 
private property and looks to residents to 
resort to their insurers and other resources 
to remove debris.  many chose to pile their 
backyard debris on nature strips in the 
expectation that council would dispose 
of it. combined with making community 
land and parks safe and presentable, the 
clearing of roadside debris cost in excess 
of half a million dollars, money much better 
spent on other community resources. 
the nature strip, whilst a community 
resource cared for ultimately by council, is 
also part of the facade of most residential 
property and most owners take the 
time to ensure that it is neat and tidy. it 
is disappointing that we often have to 
remind people to make a small effort in at 
least mowing it. those very few that are 
happy to see long grass and weeds in 
front of their homes may have something 
in common with the inconsiderate few 
who continue to throw litter around our 
otherwise beautiful shire. 
finishing on a lighter note, i was fortunate 
to attend an open day at the new hills 

clr alan haselDen
east WarD
(DePuty Mayor)
0419 495 089
clr.haselden@thehills.nsw.gov.au

showground metro station. With my 
colleagues on council, i have been 
privileged to witness this astonishing 21st 
century project as it has evolved and now, 
with its opening imminent, it is time to say 
WoW!  our residents will be as agape 
as I was when the magnificence of this 
infrastructure and its impact on the lives of 
hills’ residents becomes apparent. 

clr saMuel uno
east WarD
0438 248 085
clr.uno@thehills.nsw.gov.au

clr tony hay oaM
central WarD
0414 482 000
clr.tonyhay@thehills.nsw.gov.au

clr ryan tracey
east WarD
0419 429 217
clr.tracey@thehills.nsw.gov.au

clr Mike thoMas
West WarD
0423 798 891
clr.thomas@thehills.nsw.gov.au

it is an honour and a privilege to represent 
the residents of the hills shire. the 
support from the community has been 
overwhelming and very humbling. the 
values i bring to council are;
- financial prudence
- less bureaucracy
- less regulation
- Responsible governance
change is coming to our shire. the rail 
line will have an enormous impact on our 
residents with increased density in the form 
of units, traffic and of course parking. I put 
a motion to Council to have our officers 
look into parking for our residents. With 
very limited parking spaces being made 

available, i want to ensure that priority 
goes to our residents. a report is being 
prepared giving options for us to achieve 
this goal. i look forward to receiving this 
report.
We are a growth shire. very few areas 
in australia are experiencing the growth 
that we have in the hills. development 
and the impact of development is a very 
serious issue. Residents concerned about 
inappropriate development have been 
alarmed to learn that councillors now have 
no role at all in assessing and approving 
development applications. Residents 
want to be able to take their concerns 
to elected representatives who can act 
on their behalf. however in the planning 
process, councillors have been taken out 
and replaced by appointed bureaucratic 
planning panels. elected councillors 
have even been banned from being on 
these panels. it is especially painful to 
have a person appointed to panels that is 
deemed to be a local representative. isn’t 
that what elected councillors are?  With 
the recent state election, i would hope the 
new parliament will make it a priority to 
restore local planning powers to councils 
so we can go back to having elected 
representatives actually representing 
the interests of our local community. 
appointed faceless bureaucrats just do not 
have the community interest at heart.
i would like to end with congratulations to 
my colleague and friend clr de masi for the 
recent marriage of his daughter. it was the 
most spectacular and beautiful wedding 
i’ve ever attended and just proves to me 
that italians know how to have fun.
congratulations frank and sarah.

clr reena Jethi
West WarD
0439 008 173
clr.jethi@thehills.nsw.gov.au

2019 welcomes all hills shire residents with 
a big smile - it is destined to be a year of 
decision making on many levels. With the 
state and federal elections, your say will 
reign supreme. Please make sure you vote! 
at the same time there will be lot of 
questions. What new is happening in the 
hills shire? When is the metro train coming? 
Which station will be closest for me and 
my family to commute? Would i really need 
to get my car out of garage? Will there be 
another school, hospital or shopping centre 
in the area? and the list goes on.
i cannot guarantee answers to all your 
questions immediately, although, one 

clr JacoB Jackson
West WarD
0439 118 575
clr.jackson@thehills.nsw.gov.au

thing i can assure you of is that, as your 
local councillor i am working for you, the 
hills shire residents. those residents who 
elected me, who are my neighbours, who 
are local business owners like me, whose 
kids go to the local child care centre with my 
little cherub and who are proud to be local 
residents. as a person who lives locally and 
works locally, i understand what matters 
most to you in your daily work life balance. 
as a family, i understand the relief the north 
West metro rail link will bring to your life. 
this is an amazing transport alternative 
that over time will build a resilience in our 
community as well as adding convenience. 
We are all looking for that extra hour to 
spend with family and improved transport 
and growing job opportunities closer to 
home will help that cause. i realise that it 
has been challenging for our community 
with so many big projects underway – like 
the construction of the rail link and the 
upcoming refurbishment of our public pool - 
but ultimately these projects will bring better 
outcomes for us all.
as a mother, i understand the smile on your 
child’s face when swimming in the world-
class swimming pool. as a local business 
owner, i understand how important it is to 
establish the footing for your business to 
grow, flourish and prosper. For all that to 
happen tomorrow, we are putting the wheels 
in motion today.
i am aware that it has not been easy - as our 
residents you have been extremely patient 
and co-operated with us on the traffic 
matters and state of roads while the works 
were being done 24/7. but, let me assure 
you that all your patience is very much 
acknowledged and appreciated. there is 
always disruption before the final beautiful 
product is revealed.
the projects which have been embarked 
on, the rail, the swimming pool, the new 
Bernie Mullane synthetic fields - all have 
and will come about with your support. it 
is the encouragement and reassurance 
from the local community that keeps me 
going to strive for more and better. as your 
councillor, i would like to say thank you. 
thank you for all your feedback, faith and 
trust. i promise to deliver the very best for 
the best shire, the hills shire!
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The first stage 
of electing a 
new Council 
involves calling 

for nominations. following 
election, the main duties of 
the Council are:

• to make decisions 
about the running of 
the community and the 
Council;

• to listen and respond to 

the problems and ideas 
of local people.

Councillors stand for election 
because of an interest in 
the wellbeing and welfare of 
the district. Being an elected 
community representative 
requires commitment to 
attend Council meetings, 
task groups, community 
consultation, civic 
ceremonies and public 
meetings. 

how it all began – 
a brief history of 
the hills shire 
in 1794, william Joyce, 
a pardoned convict, was 
granted the first parcel of 
land in Baulkham Hills and 
others began to follow, 
stocking their land with cattle 
and sheep and planting crops 
of wheat and maize. The Hills 
district began to thrive with 
more settlers moving to the 

area and establishing viable 
farms.

The Government farm at 
Castle Hill began operation 
in 1801. Convicts were 
housed at the farm and sent 
to work on crops to support 
the growing colony. The farm 
was about 14,000 hectares 
and extended northwards 
towards the areas of dural 
and Glenorie.

the hills shiRe council has 12 councilloRs and a mayoR Who aRe 
elected by the shiRe’s Residents and RatePayeRs eveRy fouR yeaRs. the 
shiRe is divided into fouR WaRds With each WaRd RePResented by thRee 
councilloRs. the cuRRent council Was elected in sePtembeR 2017.

about Council 
Who We aRe–

the first elected council 
took office on 8 december 
1906 and councillor bruce 
Purser was elected as the 

first President of the shire 
of baulkham hills.

The gates are open 
—drop-in and visit 
TheFarm
Tour the homestead and the historical surrounds, 
find some hidden treasures at the markets and 
enjoy quality coffee & gourmet food.
 
Bella Vista Farm Open Day
The first Sunday of every month | 9am—2pm
Bella Vista Farm, Elizabeth Macarthur Drive
Visit www.thehills.nsw.gov.au for more information.
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orchards aPPear
when George Suttor arrived 
in Baulkham Hills, he brought 
with him citrus trees. These 
proved a more worthwhile 
crop than wheat or maize. 
fruit orchards began to 
spring up around the district 
and by 1887, land from 
Parramatta to Castle Hill was 
being used to grow oranges, 
apples, plums, peaches and 
apricots. 

the community 
grows
Throughout the 1800s, 
residents established schools 
and businesses. The first 
police constables were 
stationed at Baulkham Hills 
in the 1920s. Transport to 
Sydney was initially by horse 
and wagon. discussions 
about a railway service began 
in 1881, but it was not until 
1902 that a tramway service 
from Parramatta to Baulkham 
Hills opened. The line was 
extended to the Post Office 
in 1910.

in 1923 the tramway was 
replaced by a train service, 
but due to the increased use 
of cars and a decrease in 
the citrus export market, the 

railway was closed in 1928.

electricity came to the 
district in 1925 with a new 
electric lighting service from 
Northmead to Castle Hill. 

a shire Proclaimed
The Baulkham Hills area 
was proclaimed a Shire on 
6 March 1906. A temporary 
Council was put in place 
before the first Council 
elections later that year. The 
temporary Council had their 
first meeting on 16 June 1906 
at Matthew Pearce’s property 
on New windsor road, 
Baulkham Hills. 

The first elected Council 
took office on 8 December 
1906 and Councillor Bruce 
Purser was elected as the 
first President of the Shire of 
Baulkham Hills.

over the years, Council 
moved its Council Chamber 
three times to cater for 
increases in population and 
the need for more services and 
infrastructure. Council moved 
into Showground road, Castle 
Hill in 1982 and into its present 
location in Columbia Court, 
Baulkham Hills in 2013.

on 1 July 1993, the State 

Government passed a new 
local Government Act, an Act 
of the State Parliament, which 
set out many of the rules about 
how Councils must operate.

The Act deleted the word 
‘Shire’ and Council was to 
be known as Baulkham Hills 
Council. However, because 
the majority of land within the 
Council boundaries was rural, 
an application was made 
to the State Government to 
have ‘Shire’ reinstated in 
Council’s official name.

on 22 october 2008, the 
NSw Governor approved 
Council’s application to 
change its name from 
Baulkham Hills Shire Council 
to The Hills Shire Council. 

on 12 May 2016 suburbs 
south of the M2 were 
incorporated as part of The 
City of Parramatta Council. 

mayor elected 
following a constitutional 
referendum held in 2012, 
the 2017 Council elections 
changed the way the Mayor 
is selected. For the first 
time, instead of their fellow 
Councillors electing them, the 
Mayor was voted in for the full 
term of office by the people.

for more information about 
the history of The Hills, visit 
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au and 
search for ‘History of The 
Hills Shire’. 



PIONEER
THEATRE

THE CURTAINS HAVE
BEEN RAISED ON THE

Did you know that the 
Pioneer Theatre is 
available to hire for 
your next creative 
performance, business 
event or seminar? 
Our refreshed, modern venue has a spacious 
foyer, retractable tiered seating for up to 360 
theatre-style, a fully-equipped commercial kitchen, 
break out rooms and light filled entertaining 
terrace – everything you need for a successful 
event. Hire part or all of the venue – lighting, 
sound and audio systems are available for use.

www.pioneertheatre.com.au 
pioneertheatre@thehills.nsw.gov.au
Follow The Pioneer Theatre on Instagram & Facebook | #PioneerTheatre

Musical Memories  
Concert Series
Spot On Productions

Joseph and the Amazing  
Technicolor Dreamcoat
Blackout Theatre Company

Coming soon 
at the Pioneer 

Theatre
Book your 

tickets online
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