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TAKE A HIKE!

Max Roughley with his 
book This Old House.
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TAKE A WALK BACK THROUGH TIME TO LIFE IN THE HILLS SHIRE IN THE 1800S 
WITH THIS OLD HOUSE.

THIS OLD HOUSE

This biographical read provides a 
rare glimpse into the personal lives 
of the original owners of Roughley 

House, narrated by descendant Max 
Roughley.

Max said he wrote the account “to 
revisit the history of the ‘old house’, 
while also compiling a record of more 
recent events that made the home what 
it is today”. Roughley House was built in 
1856 after Joseph and James Roughley 

were convicted of theft and given a 
seven year sentence of transportation 
to Australia in 1817. 

The final family resident of the house 
Gordon ‘Clive’ Roughley sold the 
property to The Hills Shire Council for 
$1 in order to maintain the much loved 
home as a living history of colonial life in 
The Hills and to share it with the public. 

Today, Roughley House is one of Dural’s 

most iconic historic attractions and 
welcomes hundreds of people through its 
doors with free house tours. The grounds 
of the house also play host to The Hills 
Shire’s popular annual music event, Jazz 
at the Pines.

To begin your journey back in time pick 
up a copy of this 28-page personalised 
account, now available for borrowing at 
Castle Hill Library. 

BMX LOVERS 
REJOICE!
The BMX track at Turon Avenue 
Reserve, Baulkham Hills, is now open 
for riders to enjoy. The track was recently 
upgraded to expand the layout and 
include a mix of new and individual jumps 
and pumps. There is something for every 
skill level from amateur riders who want 
to develop their BMX abilities to more 
experienced riders that want to test out 
the trickier jumps.

For more information, visit  
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au and search for 
‘Turon Avenue BMX Track.’
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THE NEXT PHASE OF WORKS ON THE UPGRADE OF WAVES AQUATIC CENTRE IS 
UNDERWAY.

WAVES Aquatic
CENTRE UPGRADE PROJECT UPDATE 

Demolition of existing structures, 
pools and services, bulk 
earthworks and inground civil 

works, piling/piering of footings and 
installation of utilities services have been 
completed. 

In the coming weeks, works will include 
the concrete pours to the 50m and 25m 
outdoor pools, and ongoing preparation 
of the above ground works across the 
site. 

Detailed design is almost complete 
with the final selection of materials and 
finishes for the complex being developed 
on the following key principles. 

1. Materials: Materials used for 
roofing, cladding, glazing, tiling, fittings 
and fixtures will be durable, chemical 
resistant, robust and compliant with 
respective safety standards. 

2. Energy efficiency: Energy efficiency 
is paramount and includes the installation 
of double glazing for thermal insulation, 
high efficiency LED lighting, solar 
power to energise pool equipment, heat 
recovery systems and efficient glazing, 
pool blankets and rainwater re-use for 
irrigation. 

3. Accessibility: Universal design 
includes accessible paths across the site, 
ramps to all pools for wheel chairs and 
all user groups, equitable reception desk, 
inclusive water play design features, 
dedicated accessible change rooms and 
lift access from car park. 

4. Design: Line of sight visibility of the 
toddler areas, automation of building 
lighting and access systems, card 
readers for after-hours gym access and 
security / safety monitoring is included for 

effective operational design. 

5. Safety: Passive surveillance, safe 
chemical storage, grab rails and 
balustrades at the pool ramps and visual 
delineators / signage are some of the 
safety features of the new pool complex. 

6. Security: Security features such as 
external lighting, CCTV surveillance 
and access control systems will be 
incorporated across the site to minimise 
unauthorised access and anti-social 
behaviour. 

Decisions about final designs, materials 
and finishes will be made in the coming 
months. 

To keep up to date with the WAVES 
Aquatic Centre upgrade, visit  
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au and search 
for ‘WAVES.’
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Water features  
        IN THE HILLS 

Some of the top places 
to get close to water in 
The Hills include:

WISEMANS FERRY  
Wisemans Ferry is a great location for 
anyone wanting to get away from the 
hustle and bustle of city life and looking 
for an outdoor adventure.

Located on the banks of the Hawkesbury 
River, this small town is jam-packed with 
fascinating colonial heritage, stunning 
landscapes and an abundance of native 
flora and fauna.

Wisemans Ferry Park is the perfect 
place for a picnic lunch, with afternoons 
spent lazing on the banks of the river. 
BBQ facilities are also available. 

If you prefer more of a birds-eye view, 
head up a bit higher to Hawkins Lookout 
– where you can find spectacular views 
of the river and its surrounds.

For those wanting an action-packed 
day, a scenic kayak trip down the 
Hawkesbury River is the perfect way to 
recharge and enjoy the natural wonders 
of The Hills.

From Lower Portland, the river 
twists and turns through spectacular 
mountainsides, flood plains and 
sandstone country.

Kayaks can be hired from a number of 
water sports shops in the area.

LIVVI’S PLACE  
ALL-ACCESS  
PLAYGROUND 
Livvi’s Place All-Access Playground, 
located at Bernie Mullane Reserve, 
Kellyville, is ideal for keeping the kids 
cool and busy. 

The playground is made up of a number 
of interactive spaces, including a large 
water play area ideal to splash about 
in, a balance beam walk, swings, a 
sensory planting area, musical play walk, 
climbing ropes and much more.

There is a dog off-leash area within 
the reserve, meaning the whole family, 
including furry friends, are welcome. 
Bernie Mullane Reserve also has an 
open picnic shelter and BBQ area.

TAKE A WATERFALL WALK
Follow the Darling Mills Creek to 
discover tall blue gums, sandstone 
gullies and wildflowers – arriving at a 
sparkling waterfall.

Starting at Richard Webb Reserve in 
West Pennant Hills, access to the 3km 
walk begins behind the Aiken Road 
playground and picnic area, and takes 
around one and a half to two hours to 
complete. 

The waterfall can be spectacular after 
rain, but the spot is always a scenic 
place to visit. 

The track is a mix of graded fire trail and 
bush track and an additional loop with a 
steeper climb is available beyond Blue 
Gum Creek Bridge for the adventurous.

Details about the Waterfall Walk, 
including a printable map, can be found 
on Council’s website by searching for 
‘Bushwalks in The Hills’. 

For more information about recreational 
facilities, parks and reserves located in 
The Hills, visit The Hills Shire Council 
website, www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/
Venues/Parks-Recreation. 

PETS FROM 
THE POUND
Do you have room in your heart and 
home for a new furry friend?  

The Friends of Hawkesbury 
Companion Animal Shelter located at 
10 Mulgrave Road, Windsor, have a 
wide range of cats and dogs looking  
for their forever homes. 

The shelter takes in lost, stray and 
surrendered animals from The Hills 
Shire, Hawkesbury, Penrith and 
Hornsby Local Government Areas. 

The adoption cost of each animal 
covers their first vaccination, 
desexing, microchipping and lifetime 
registration. For more information, 
visit the Friends of Hawkesbury 
Companion Animal Shelter 
Facebook page or call 02 4560 4644. 

FOUNTAIN GONE TO THE DOGS

Have you been wondering about the 
former life of the water fountain in 
George Suttor Park at Baulkham Hills? 
Exactly what was the purpose of this 
sandstone box with its pitched roof 
nestled in a rose garden – now fitted 
with a modern bubbler? 

The plaque attached to the top of the 
fountain says “Erected by the Council 
of the Shire of Baulkham Hills with 
funds provided by the late Jessie Stuart 
Broomfield 1950”. Jessie, a resident 
of Northmead, died in 1935 and 
bequeathed her estate to be distributed 
to dogs’ homes, as well as providing 
funds for a number of drinking fountains 

and troughs for dogs to be built across 
Sydney.

Some of the other surviving dog drinking 
fountains bearing the name of Jessie 
Stuart Broomfield can be found in Moore 
Park, La Perouse, Strathfield, North 
Sydney and Centennial Parklands. 

The fountain in George Suttor Park was 
moved when Old Northern Road was 
widened by the RMS, and has recently 
had the water and drainage reinstated. 

George Suttor Park also pays homage 
to the Hills Shire’s Tramway/Railway 
heritage through a series of interpretive 
signage.

There’s never been a better 
time to go outside and 
enjoy the sun with your furry 
friends. Bring your playful 
pets to one of the seven 
off-leash dog parks within 
The Hills area and enjoy the 
outside experience as they 
play and socialise with other 
dogs.

Designated off-leash areas 
are located at the following 
reserves:

• Balcombe Heights 
Reserve on Seven Hills 
Road, Baulkham Hills 

• Bernie Mullane Sports 
Complex on Marella Ave, 
Kellyville 

• Connie Lowe Reserve 

on Adelphi Street in 
Rouse Hill 

• Coolong Reserve,  
Castle Hill 

• Crestwood Reserve  
on Peel Road, Baulkham 
Hills 

• Castle Hill Showground 
at the lower dog arenas

• Rutherford Avenue 
Reserve, Kellyville

All dogs within a designated 
off-leash area must be 
supervised by a competent 
person over 16 years of age 
and have no more than four 
dogs under their control.
For more information, visit 
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au 
and search for ‘Off-leash  

PUPPY PLAYTIME IN THE HILLS

BRING YOUR PLAYFUL PETS TO ONE 
OF THE SEVEN OFF-LEASH DOG 
PARKS WITHIN THE HILLS SHIRE
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To view more workshops and to register, visit www.thehills.nsw.gov.au and search for ‘Volunteer Training Calendar.’

BRUSH UP ON YOUR SKILLS OR GAIN A NEW ONE WITH 
ANY OF THE FREE WORKSHOPS ON OFFER AS PART OF 

COUNCIL’S 2021 VOLUNTEER TRAINING PROGRAM.

volunteer 
  WITH THE HILLS SHIRE 
COUNCIL? 

ARE YOU A 

WORKSHOP DETAILS

FIRST AID WORKSHOP

This is a comprehensive 1 day course that will give you the knowledge and skills to help  
an ill or injured person until medical aid arrives.
Upon successfully completing the course participants will receive a nationally accredited 
Statement of Attainment (HLTAID003 Provide First Aid)
**Please note it is a requirement of this course that practical demonstration of CPR must  
be performed on the floor.**

DEALING WITH 
DIFFICULT PEOPLE
ONLINE

Like it or not, dealing with difficult people is something we have to face from time to time. 
Wouldn’t it be great to recognise the signs faster and defuse the situation before it erupts? 
At this workshop you will learn techniques that will help you to deal with difficult people, 
manage conflict and develop tools that will assist you to resolve even the trickiest of 
situations. 
You will be introduced to emotional intelligence and discover how our behaviour can be 
hijacked when in stressful situations and what you can do about it.

INFLUENCE AND  
COMMUNICATION 
SKILLS
ONLINE

Communication is not about what you mean, it is what is understood. 
Just by applying some simple communication strategies you can improve your 
communication effectiveness and avoid the frustration. 
At this workshop you will discover how to identify different communication styles and  
learn seven ways to improve your listening skills so you are ‘listening to understand’. 
This course is ideal for anyone working with others to make great things happen and 
wanting to improve the success of face-to-face interaction.

INTRODUCTION  
TO MENTAL HEALTH 
ONLINE

Would you recognise the signs that someone in our community is suffering from mental 
health issues? 
In this workshop you will learn:
• About the state of mental health
• What Mental Health First Aid is
• What types of courses are available
• Why sharing evidence based information is so important for reducing stigma and 

helping people to access the appropriate support they need.

Hills Community Care (HCC) has 
provided home support for frail aged 
people for over 25 years. HCC offers 
a range of care and respite services to 
assist patrons in living an independent 
lifestyle from the comfort of their own 
homes.

Services include:
• Meals on Wheels
• Home Maintenance
• Domestic Assistance
• In Home Respite
• Home Modifications
• Trips to medical appointments

For more information or to enquire  
about any of the above services, visit  
www.hillscommunitycare.com.au 

WHERE TO 
FIND DAs 
AND PUBLIC 
NOTICES 
To view Development Applications, 
visit Council’s website and search 
for ‘Development Applications 
Received and Determined.’ 

Public notices include decisions of 
Council and amendments to Council 
policy. 

To view public notices, visit Council’s 
website and click on the ‘What’s 
happening’ tab on the home page,  
and then click the ‘News, Public 
Notices and Publications’ icon.

HILLS  
COMMUNITY 
CARE

Works continue on the upgrade of 
Hezlett Road, which will see the road in 
North Kellyville widened to two lanes in 
each direction.

The signals at the intersection of Hezlett 
Road/Samantha Riley Drive/James 
Mileham Drive and the signalised 
pedestrian crossing in front of the school 
will be the first stages of the project to 
commence construction. The sections 
between Samantha Riley Drive to 
Armbruster Avenue are complex due 
to the need for extensive service utility 
relocations including water, recycled 
water mains, power, telecommunication 
network and gas supply while maintaining 
existing supply and traffic flow.

Various traffic control measures will 
be implemented during each stage of 
construction including installation of 

concrete barriers to separate traffic from 
the work area, temporary pavements, 
reduced roadwork speed limits, short 
term detours and side road and footpath 
closures.

Night works will occur as some works 
such as the connection and commission 
of new service utilities and adjustments 
to traffic arrangements are only 
permitted during times with minimal 
impact. 

Please follow roadwork speed limits, 
observe directions from traffic controllers 
and be aware of changing conditions. 
Pedestrians are also advised to take 
care to avoid any trip hazards.

For more information, visit  
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au and search 
for ‘Hezlett Road.’

HEZLETT ROAD 
PROGRESS

Established in the late 1700s, Bella Vista 
Farm is a rare surviving link between 
the community today, the first European 
settlers and some of Australia’s earliest 
rural development.

The historic homestead will be open 
for limited viewing. Volunteers from the 
Friends of Bella Vista Farm are available 
to chat and answer any questions about 
the farm and its history. Enjoy coffee 
or tea and scones in the gardens and 
explore the heritage farm buildings.

For more information, visit  
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au and search 
for ‘Bella Vista Farm Open Days.’

BELLA VISTA FARM’S OPEN DAYS
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Australia Day
AWARDS 2021

AWARD RECIPIENT(S)

SENIOR CITIZEN  
OF THE YEAR
JANICE SANDERS 

Janice Sanders is a dedicated volunteer that was awarded for her efforts during the 
COVID-19 pandemic and her commitment to helping others.
Each month, Ms Sanders packs care packages for people in need. She has recently 
doubled her efforts to help those who have been affected or displaced by the pandemic.

CITIZEN OF THE YEAR
CHRIS CLEARY
JAMES BRICE

Chris Cleary runs StreetMed, a not-for-profit charity that provides first aid, medical  
check-ups and mental health support for people living on the streets.
Chris and her charity ensured the most vulnerable and their pets could access food and 
services during the COVID-19 pandemic. She also volunteers with the Sister2Sister 
program, Camp Quality and Feel the Magic.

James Brice, the musical director and conductor of Castle Hill RSL Youth Wind Orchestra 
and North West Wind Ensemble, was also named the 2021 Citizen of the Year. 
James was recognised for his efforts to keep his musicians connected when lockdown 
measures were first implemented by making sure that each of his band members kept 
playing. They carried out a total of 73 weekly online rehearsals. James was also awarded a 
Life Membership of the Band Association of NSW in recognition of his extraordinary service 
to music for over 14 years. 

YOUNG CITIZEN  
OF THE YEAR
TIAN YI WONG SEE

Tian Yi Wong See is a former Hills Shire Youth Ambassador and is passionate about youth 
mental health. In an effort to break the stigma that surrounds poor mental health, Tian wrote 
about his own personal struggles in his book One In Five to None in Five, which has been 
printed and is now available at Castle Hill Library. 
Tian is also the current President of the Coco Youth Group, which focuses on the health and 
wellbeing of young people. 

COMMUNITY GROUP  
OF THE YEAR
HILLS COMMUNITY  
AID (HCA)

For over 50 years, HCA has delivered beneficial services and support programs for the 
entire community, especially those who are vulnerable and experiencing disadvantage. 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
CITIZEN OF THE YEAR
SUE MARTIN

Sue Martin is the Chair of the Cattai Hills Environment Network, and is deeply passionate 
about the environment, and educating people on ways to help and protect nature. Sue also 
helped lead the project that discovered platypus DNA in the Hills district. 

NEVER STOP LEARNING 
WITH YOUR LIBRARY!
DID YOU KNOW THAT YOUR LIBRARY CARD GIVES YOU ACCESS TO A WIDE 
RANGE OF ONLINE RESOURCES?

Give your brain a workout 
with the following resources, 
all of which are accessible 
when you become a member 
of the Hills Shire Libraries: 

HOBBIES AND CRAFT 
REFERENCE CENTRE
Try your hand at a new 
hobby with the Hobbies and 
Craft Reference Centre. 
Browse detailed “how-to” 
instructions and creative 
ideas to meet the interests 
of virtually every hobby 
enthusiast. 

RBDIGITAL 
RBDigital has all your 
favourite magazines 
available to read online 
for free. Flip through high-
quality copies of Homespun, 

Australian Yoga, Gardening 
Australia and more.

 
MANGO LANGUAGES
Learn a new language 
or build on the skills you 
already have with Mango 
Languages. Mango 
Languages combines the 
latest in online learning 
technology with adaptable 
exercises and learning 
activities. There’s even an 
app for iOS & Android for 
learning on-the-go.

 
LIBBY FOR 
OVERDRIVE
Download Libby for 
Overdrive onto your device 
to access the bestselling 
recipe books right from your 
kitchen bench. With recipe 

books from internationally 
renowned chefs such as 
Jamie Oliver, Margaret 
Fulton and Bill Granger to 
newcomers like Tiffiny Hall, 
Lee Holmes and Joanna 
Gaines, there’s a variety of 
cuisines on offer for your 
tastebuds. If cooking’s not 
your style there’s plenty 
more interests to choose 
from including popular books 
about business, gardening, 
fitness, psychology and 
more.

To access these resources, 
visit www.thehills.nsw.gov.
au/Library or download The 
Hills Shire Library App from 
the App Store. Already a 
member? You’ll need your 
membership number and 
password. Not a member? 
Join online to get started.

MAKE 
READING 
FUN!
The Year One Reading 
Club is back for 2021. 
Children attending school 
in Year One this year are 
invited to join the club!

The Year One Reading 
Club is designed to help 
students make reading 
a habit. Club members 
receive a logbook to track 
their progress and are 
awarded a sticker each 
time they visit their local 
library to borrow. Great 
rewards are up for grabs.

Improve their reading and 
develop their imaginations! 
The Year One Reading 
Club begins on 1 March, 
2021. Visit any Hills Shire 
Library to join the club or 
for more information, visit 
www.thehills.nsw.gov.
au/Library

Council’s Australia Day Award winners were announced during a  
COVID-19 safe ceremony at the Pioneer Theatre on Wed, 20 January.
The annual Australia Day Awards provides the opportunity to honour 
the commitment and achievements of outstanding individuals in The 
Hills in the past year. The awards were presented in five categories – 
Senior Citizen of the Year, Citizen of the Year, Young Citizen of the Year, 
Community Group of the Year and Environmental Citizen of the Year.
The winners were presented an award and congratulated by Mayor of  
the Hills Shire, Dr Michelle Byrne.
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Council has recently 
streamlined its waste services 
into a brand new online portal in 
partnership with Cleanaway. 

Whether you’re booking in  
a household kerbside  
clean-up collection, reporting a 
damaged bin or a bin missed 
for collection, it can all be 
quickly done through this easy-

to-use portal. 

To access any of these three 
services, visit https://thehills.
cleanaway.com.au/ and click 
‘Register here’ to create your 
account. For more information 
on Council’s waste services, 
go to www.thehills.nsw.gov.
au and search for ‘Waste and 
Recycling.’

Metrowalk Kellyville Station to 
Rouse Hill Station 
Saturday 17 April   I   10.00am to 12noon
Take a one way walk from Kellyville station along Caddies Creek 
through a wildlife corridor to Rouse Hill Town Centre and Rouse 
Hill Station. Take the Norwest Metro to return to the beginning of 
the walk. Easy 4.2 km.
Meet outside Kellyville Station Samantha Riley Drive Kellyville.

First Contact Walk Fred Caterson Reserve Castle Hill 
Thursday 29 April  I  10.00am to 12noon
The Darug people lived in The Hills District for thousands of years 
gathering local plants for food, medicine and other everyday uses. 
When the European settlers came there were no regular supplies 
coming from England, so they also had to forage in the bush for 
many everyday needs. We will see some of these plants on this 
walk. Easy 2 km. Meet Field No 1 car park Fred Caterson Reserve 
Castle Hill.

Cattai Creek Castle Hill  
Saturday 8 May  I  10.00am to 12noon
Cattai Creek is a tributary of the Hawkesbury River.  
Stroll through Peppermint Gum Woodland and Shale Sandstone 
Transitional Forest to Castle Hill Beach, a pretty waterhole.  
Easy 2.3 km walk. Meet at end of Drawbridge Place Knightsbridge.

Porters Trail West Arm  Kenthurst 
Saturday 29 May   I  10.00am to 12noon
Wildflowers flourish on sandstone ridges such as this one. Natural 
vegetation on these ridges is now rare due to land clearing for 
farms and suburban development. A rest stop will be enjoyed at a 
lookout with views overlooking O’Hara’s Creek Valley.  
Easy 4.3 km. Meet at the end of Porters Road Kenthurst.
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Urban walks 
and bushwalks 
in The Hills
THESE WORKSHOPS AND TALKS ARE AVAILABLE TO HILLS SHIRE RESIDENTS 
AND PROPERTY OWNERS. PLACES ARE LIMITED AND BOOKINGS ARE  
ESSENTIAL. VISIT WWW.THEHILLSENVIRONMENT.EVENTBRITE.COM.AU 

ENROL  
NOW AT  
CASTLE GLEN CHILD 
CARE CENTRE
Located between Knightsbridge 
Shopping Centre and Samuel Gilbert 
Public School in Castle Hill, Castle 
Glen Child Care Centre is accepting 
new families with children aged from 
6 weeks to 5 years.
Open from 7am – 6pm Monday – 
Friday, Castle Glen Child Care Centre 
offers nutritious meals prepared 
every day by an on-site cook, a large 
shaded outdoor playground with 
veggie patch and worm farm  and 
educational experiences supported 
by the Australian Government’s Early 
Years Learning Framework that 
establish lifelong skills, knowledge 
and cultural development.
For enrolment enquiries,  
call 9761 5703,  
email childcareapplications@
thehills.nsw.gov.au or  
visit www.thehills.nsw.gov.au, 
search for ‘Castle Glen Child 
Care Centre’ and fill out the online 
enquiry form.

THREE IN ONE WASTE SERVICES TELL US WHAT 
YOU THINK ABOUT 
THE HILLS FOCUS 
MAGAZINE
Do you have any suggestions for the  
Hills Focus magazine? Scan the QR code  
to fill out a short survey.

NSW Youth Week 2021 will 
run between 16 – 24 April. 

For more information, visit  
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au and  

search for ‘Youth Week.’

Voting is compulsory

elections.nsw.gov.au/lge21 
1300 135 736

2021 NSW Local 
Government elections

Save the date

Saturday  
4 September

Visit www.thehills.nsw.gov.au to find out  
which ward you’re in.

To register to vote, check your enrolment  
or to update your enrolment details,  
visit: https://www.elections.nsw.gov.au.
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C O U N C I L L O R S  C O M M E N T S C O U N C I L L O R S  C O M M E N T S

MAYOR DR MICHELLE 
BYRNE
0448 268 140
mayor@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Welcome to the first edition of Hills Focus 
for 2021. I know that this year will be 
another busy one for Council as we plan 
for our future growth and work hard to 
deliver important infrastructure projects for 
our growing community. 
 
RFS upgrades
We are fortunate to have many incredible 
rural fire service volunteers in The Hills, 
always ready to help out. Council is 
investing in upgrading many of our RFS 
Stations – replacing things like roller 
shutters and water tanks, fixing worn 
fittings and carrying out general painting 
and repairs. I’d like to take this opportunity 
to wholeheartedly thank our volunteer fire 
fighters for the incredible work they do in 
our community, their dedication to ongoing 
training and their commitment to keeping 
us all safe.
 
Stay safe near water 
Our Shire extends from Baulkham Hills in 
the south all the way to Wisemans Ferry in 
the north, and includes a section along the 
Hawkesbury River. Australians love water 
sports, but sadly in the past few months, 
we have experienced a number of tragic 
accidents on our river. 
If you are heading out to go boating, 
skiing or swimming on the Hawkesbury, 
take extra care. Check your equipment 
for safety and understand the depth of the 
water. A moment spent in preparation can 
prevent a beautiful day out in our Shire 
becoming a tragedy. 
 
Waves update 
I’m really excited that our Shire’s major 
infrastructure project, the Waves Aquatic 
Centre, has reached a new milestone. 
All underground work has now been 
completed, and the above ground 
structures are starting to take shape. I was 
onsite when the major concrete pour for 
the 50m Olympic pool was taking place, 
and it’s amazing to see the shapes within 
the complex starting to emerge. 
Decisions are being made about the 
design, materials and finishes that will be 
used to ensure the new centre is energy 
efficient, accessible and safe. I’m looking 
forward to seeing our community enjoying 
their brand new pool and gym when it 
is completed in 2022. May I wish you all 
the best for the year and if I can be of 
any assistance to you please feel free to 
contact me - the door is always open. 

CLR SAMUEL UNO 
DEPUTY MAYOR
EAST WARD
0438 248 085
clr.uno@thehills.nsw.gov.au

COVID-19 Impact
Summer in the Hills felt very different 
this year, with Bella Vista farm remaining 
largely dormant throughout January. The 
Australia Day festival had to be cancelled 
due to COVID-19 restrictions, which 
robbed the community of the opportunity 
to come together to celebrate this beautiful 
country. We can only hope that the 
successful roll out of the vaccine allows 
our community to return to normal.

Waves Aquatic Centre Redevelopment
After 50 years of service to the Hills 
community, the decision was made to 
redevelop the Waves Aquatic Centre 
site with modern facilities that meet the 
expectations for our residents. 

As a result of the fiscal responsibility of 
our council over many years, we are in 
a position to provide a premium centre 
that will cater to the broad needs of our 
community, from parents taking their 
children to learn to swim classes, to 
hydrotherapy facilities for our more mature 
residents. Although there will be a period 
where the complex will be required to 
close, while construction is underway, 
we will ensure that that the community is 
kept informed and engaged during this 
process.
 
Community Gardens
I am pleased to announce that as a 
result of establishing a Community 
Gardens policy in our Shire, we have 
our first successful applicant. Council 
has endorsed the decision to enter into 
a five-year lease with the Rotary Club of 
The Hills-Kellyville for the establishment 
of a membership-based community 
garden within Conie Avenue Reserve, 
Baulkham Hills. This is a great initiative 
that will bring local residents together 
with a common interest. I look forward to 
working together with more community 
groups to establishing these gardens 
throughout the Shire.

Footpath Investment
Council often receives grant funding from 
various levels of government to facilitate 
local infrastructure. The older areas of 
our Shire often require the renewal or 
development of footpaths and cycleways. 
If your local street or community requires a 
new footpath, I encourage you to engage 
with your neighbours, then let me know of 
your request.

CLR DR PETER GANGEMI
NORTH WARD
0419 429 095
clr.gangemi@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Congratulations to our former Mayor 
Yvonne Keane AM on being awarded 
a Member of the Order of Australia for 
significant service to women and children 
and to those who are deaf or hard of 
hearing. In my time on Council, Yvonne 
was unparalleled in her dedication to the 
community, innovative thinking and ability 
to drive forward positive change. 
It has been a tough year and a half for 
The Hills community whether it has been 
drought, fire, flood or Covid. However I 
have never been more impressed by the 
resilience and spirit of our community, with 
countless stories of residents helping one 
another. In particular, I would like to thank 
all of our volunteers in the community. 
Council has been working hard to improve 
the quality of life for local residents. 
Progress continues with the upgrade to the 
Waves Aquatic Centre in Baulkham Hills. 
The $56 million project is on time to open 
early in 2022, with the demolition stage, 
bulk excavation and substructure works 
being completed. 
The upgrade of Hezlett Road to four lanes 

CLR BROOKE COLLINS 
OAM
NORTH WARD
0438 373 994
clr.collins@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Information about Councillors, Council 
meetings and latest news can be found on 
Council’s website www.thehills.nsw.gov.au.

CLR ROBYN PRESTON MP 
NORTH WARD

clr.preston@bigpond.com

Information about Councillors, Council 
meetings and latest news can be found on 
Council’s website www.thehills.nsw.gov.au.

CLR ELIZABETH RUSSO
CENTRAL WARD
0438 608 173
clr.russo@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Information about Councillors, Council 
meetings and latest news can be found on 
Council’s website www.thehills.nsw.gov.au.

CLR FRANK DE MASI
CENTRAL WARD
0439 013 343
clr.demasi@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Looking back 12 months, so much has 
changed. We had just got through one of 
the worst bushfire periods and one of the 
driest summers, with some of the worst 
drought conditions, when we began to 
learn the seriousness of the COVID-19 
pandemic and took precautions across 
the Shire. Moving forward to 2021 our 
playing fields are green and enriched 
and ready for the winter playing season, 
and COVID restrictions have been 
relaxed, however precautions are still in 
place and Council is ready to implement 
changes in line with the NSW Public 
Health recommendations.  
Our 53-year-old Waves pool was closed 
and decommissioned and the first sod 
of soil was turned for the new Aquatic 
Centre. Construction is now well and truly 
advanced which will deliver an Olympic 
Standard pool with disability access 
constructed alongside an additional 25 
metre pool, new learn to swim, large 
gymnasium and indoor and outdoor 
recreation and meeting areas. Good news 
is that we are tracking well and we will 
have a state of the art complex delivered 
on time and on budget. This major piece 
of infrastructure will be an asset to the 
residents of The Hills for many years to 
come. I am excited and look forward to 
this project being completed. 
The war on shopping trolleys continues. 
Most of you are aware that I have 
mounted a campaign to rid our Shire 
of abandoned shopping trolleys. I am 
working closely with Council to ensure 
that trolleys littering our Shire are removed 
from our streets, bus stops, Metro 
Stations and waterways. Council put in 
a submission last year to changes to 
the Impounding Act 1993 from a review 
from the NSW State Government. This 
submission not only addressed the 
issue of abandoned trolleys but also 

Fiscal Responsibility
It is as a result of the prudent 
management of our resident’s rates, have 
we been able to deliver the infrastructure 
required to meet the needs of our 
growing community. We are proud as a 
Council to be able to continue to deliver 
the roads, parks, a new aquatic centre 
and community facilities expected by 
our residents while managing balanced 
budgets over an extended period of time.
 
Feel free to reach out to me, or stay up to 
date with what is happening throughout 
our Council by following me on Facebook 
at Clr Samuel Uno - The Hills Shire.

continues to make progress, with the 
widening of the road and construction of 
a bus bay at North Kellyville Public School 
being prioritised. A number of services 
have been relocated and preliminary 
works have also begun for the traffic lights 
at Samantha Riley Drive. 
Council has committed to building a new 
Community Centre in the years ahead at 
the upcoming Anthony Skarratt Reserve 
in Box Hill, replacing the existing Box Hill 
Nelson Community Centre. I would like to 
thank the residents of Box Hill and Nelson 
for their trust in Council in providing the 
facilities that the area requires for the long 
term.  
The Parramatta Eels have entered 
into an agreement with Council for the 
redevelopment of Kellyville Park as a 
Premier Rugby League Facility and the 
establishment of pathways to assist 
athletes reaching representative and elite 
levels. This is a significant coup for The 
Hills and ties into the growing presence 
of elite sporting organisations choosing 
to call The Hills home including Eastwood 
Rugby Club at Fred Caterson Reserve and 
Hockey NSW in Gables. 
As the population in The Hills grows, 
upgrades to intersections and parks 
is a top priority. Council has finished a 
number of intersection upgrades recently, 
including the roundabout on the corner of 
Boundary Road, Pitt Town Road and Neich 
Road in Maraylya and the roundabout at 
Aiken Road and Salina Avenue in West 
Pennant Hills. 
Progress in buildings parks and 
sportsfields continues with construction to 
begin in the near future at Equinox Drive 
Reserve and Hannaford Avenue Reserve 
in Box Hill as well as the expansion of 
the southern field at Kenthurst Park. 
Master Plans have also been exhibited for 
community comment for Samantha Riley 
Drive Reserve and Stringer Road Reserve 
in North Kellyville and Brindle Parkway 
Reserve in Box Hill. 
Council has updated several playgrounds 
in The Hills including Telfer Way Reserve 
in Castle Hill, Mount Francis Reserve 
in Kellyville, Beaumont Drive Reserve 
and Barker Street Reserve in Beaumont 
Hills and Manor Place Reserve and 
Amphitheatre Circuit Reserve in Baulkham 
Hills. I would also recommend families 
check out the new BMX track at Turon 
Reserve in Baulkham Hills. 
Finally, while it has been a period in 
which families have not been able to get 
interstate or overseas, I would encourage 
you to go out and see the best The Hills 
has to offer. Our community is home to 
some of Sydney’s best natural wonders, 
villages, experiences and in visiting our 
attractions right here you will be supporting 
our local businesses as well.  

boat trailers, share bikes, e-scooters, 
abandoned cars, wandering livestock and 
illegal signage. The submission aimed to 
move liability to the owner or retailer, to 
prevent this illegal littering appearing in 
our Shire. As we await the outcome of this 
review I will continue to represent you in 
ridding our Shire of abandoned shopping 
trolleys, illegal signage and other items. 
The Hills is blessed with an army of 
volunteers and there is always room 
for more people to join helping at these 
special events. I would like to thank all of 
our volunteers and in particular the SES 
and RFS who do amazing work in our 
community. 
In May two important events will take 
place that I love being involved in, 
The Hills Relay for Life and the Red 
Shield Appeal, for which I am the 
Area Chairman.  With COVID it is 
hard to predict how these events will 
be conducted as it greatly impacted 
the fundraising efforts last year. I 
encourage you all to participate and 
give generously. In the interim please 
continue to stay safe as we continue to 
live through these unprecedented times.

CLR TONY HAY OAM
CENTRAL WARD
0414 482 000
clr.tonyhay@thehills.nsw.gov.au

The Shire’s only pool, Waves, is undergoing 
a significant renewal project. Due for 
completion in 2022 it has reached a 
significant milestone, with all of the below 
ground work now completed and the above 
ground works beginning. Residents are 
enjoying being able to walk around the 
perimeter of the site and see how the new 
centre is taking shape as work progresses 
– the best view of construction is from 
the footpath above the rose garden on 
Roxborough Park Road.
The Roxborough Park rose garden has 
also been earmarked for upgrades, with 
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CLR MIKE THOMAS
WEST WARD
0423 798 891
clr.thomas@thehills.nsw.gov.au

CLR JACOB JACKSON
WEST WARD
0439 118 575
clr.jackson@thehills.nsw.gov.au

2020 was a challenging year for all of us 
personally, professionally and socially. 
2020 in the Hills, despite the limitations of 
the pandemic, saw the commencement of 
Waves redevelopment with underground 
works now complete and construction 
of the pools, café, change facilities and 
fitness centre beginning.
The commencement of the Parramatta 
Eels training at Kellyville, upgrades to 
Kellyville Memorial Park, planning for 
new sports fields including Samantha 
Riley, Stringer Road and Balmoral 
Road Reserves, upgraded parks and 
playgrounds, improvements to the Turon 
Avenue BMX tracks and the delivery of 
community infrastructure like the Bernie 
Mullane Reserve carpark extension also 
took place.
The Hills Shire Council as an organisation 
has managed these challenging 
circumstances well and we look positively 
to achieving strong outcomes in 2021.
It has made me completely proud as 
a community representative to see 
that residents have approached these 
challenges with optimism and with unity 
to come out of the pandemic better for 
themselves and those within their families, 
workplaces and community.
Moving into 2021 my focus as a Councillor 
continues to be responsible development 
in the right place, better local 
infrastructure including sporting fields, 
playground and community facilities, 
improved local roads and infrastructure 
and maintaining Council’s fantastic 
financial position.
I hope all Hills residents continue to 
experience a better year than the last and 
we as a community get the opportunity to 
gather together again soon in our larger 
community events.

CLR RYAN TRACEY
EAST WARD
0419 429 217
clr.tracey@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Maintenance Costs and Something 
Useful from Rubbish
Often overlooked as we build and improve 
our community infrastructure is the 
maintenance burden which begins early in 
the new asset’s life.  

Structures as benign and as simple as 
footpaths suffer damage from tree roots 
and breakage from illegal use while the 
maintenance of more complex assets of 
buildings and bridges incurs growing cost 
as the structures age.  

Road and stormwater maintenance 
never cease as our networks increase 
to support a growing population.  In 
evaluating designs and tender bids our 
officers are very mindful of the future cost 
of maintenance which ultimately flows into 
our budget.  Sometimes, as with the large 

It is an honour and a privilege to represent 
the residents of the Hills Shire. The support 
from the community has been overwhelming 
and very humbling. The values I bring to 
council are: 
- Financial prudence
- Less bureaucracy
- Less regulation
- Responsible governance 
These are the values I have followed for the 
budget over this financial year. It’s important 
to note that your Council has never sought 
an additional levy on our residents. More 
than most governments, your Council 
spends your rates in a responsible and 
prudent manner. I always question the 
benefit to residents from activities of 
council. And importantly we constrain the 
bureaucracy of council. This is the single 
most important driver of costs for any 
government. It is not just the wages; it is 
mostly the cost of the activities that they 
generate.
Also, it is a priority of Council that the 
organisation respects and is responsive 
to our residents.  So many governments 
use fines as a means to supplement their 
revenues. It is insidious and wrong.  Your 
council opposes this approach. We do not 
engage in using fines for revenues. We 
monitor fines on residents to ensure it is 
used as a last resort and that it is kept to a 
minimum.  You might know that The Hills 

CLR REENA JETHI
WEST WARD
0439 008 173
clr.jethi@thehills.nsw.gov.au

CLR ALAN HASELDEN
EAST WARD
0419 495 089
clr.haselden@thehills.nsw.gov.au

West Ward is growing and changing.  
Memorial Avenue upgrade
Last year, Council completed the brand new 
Greenway Bridge over Memorial Avenue, 
which is a significant part of the NSW 
Government’s Memorial Avenue upgrade, 
providing a safe pedestrian and cycling link 
across the road. 
The Memorial Avenue upgrade will be 
one of the largest projects impacting West 
Ward, as more than 30,000 motorists use 
this road each day.  Ultimately the road will 
be transformed from two lanes to a four-
lane divided road, with shared pedestrian 
and cycle ways on both sides. Intersection 
upgrades and improved access to public 
transport will create a safer experience for 
residents and road users. 
Early work on this project is now complete 
- you can find a link to the RMS video 
showing the full scope of the project on 
Council’s website by searching for ‘Road 
Project – Memorial Avenue Upgrade’. 

Balmoral Road Reserve
Council is delivering a new sports and 
recreational complex at Balmoral Road 
Reserve, Kellyville in partnership with the 
NSW Government with funds from their 
Accelerated Infrastructure Fund. This 
exciting new open space will have sports 
fields, tennis courts, change rooms, picnic 
areas and a playground and is essential 
for our growing population. The project is 
expected to be completed in late 2022.  

New Citizens and Award Recipients 
One of my treasured roles as a Councillor 
is to welcome new Australian citizens. I 
was honoured to attend the Citizenship 
Ceremony at Council on Australia Day. 
Council also acknowledges the contribution 
of our local community through our Australia 
Day awards. I congratulate our award 
recipients and thank them for their ongoing 
service to our community.

Baker Crescent shops improvements
As one of your local Councillors I advocate 
for improvements in community settings 
such as local shops and parks. One 
of the local sites I have focused on is 
Baker Crescent shops in Baulkham 
Hills. I am pleased to say Council will be 
implementing pedestrian and vehicle safety 
improvements at Baker Crescent shops. 
Improvements will include new line marking 
to create two new car spaces; pedestrian 
ramp replacement with new footpath; 
pedestrian island, and kerb and guttering 
restoration works.

Climate change initiatives
I am also advocating for Council to adopt 
climate change initiatives that create cost 
savings and also contribute to better 
environmental outcomes. Such initiatives I 
support are as follows:
1.    Committing to a target of 100% 

Renewable Energy for Council 
Operations by 2025; and 

2.    Committing to a target of net zero 
carbon emissions for the community by 
2040.

It’s vital that we take these steps now for 
future generations. 

Celebrating our history and diversity
It has been a tough year for us all, not 
being able to get together as a community 
to celebrate large events such as Orange 
Blossom Festival due to COVID-19.  When 
we do find our way back from the global 
pandemic, I have proposed that we 
hold events that also celebrate our rich 
indigenous history and our culturally and 
linguistically diverse community. 
These events would include NAIDOC 
week, Lunar New Year festival which 
we last held in 2017 and events 
that acknowledge our subcontinent 
community. 

Kellyville Park 
Work has begun on playing field 
extensions at Kellyville Memorial Park to 
create two new double playing fields, with 
the project expected to be completed by 
the end of the year. The park already has 
both baseball and rugby league fields 
and is used for elite level sport. The new 
fields will create even more space for play 
and opportunities for local aspiring sports 
people in the future.  

Thrive Business Workshops 
Council has partnered with the Western 
Sydney Business Centre to design a series 
of ‘Thrive’ workshops to improve the digital 
and marketing skills of small businesses. 
Modules covered include marketing 
success, digital disruption, making the most 
of Facebook and LinkedIn, design tools and 
sales techniques. It’s free to register, so why 
not take this opportunity to create a clear, 
targeted direction for 2021.

Shire Council does not have paid parking 
and in addition has possibly the lowest 
council rates in Australia relative to the 
value of your property. This is your council 
representing its residents.
As this pandemic continues, I hope 
everyone stays safe. I am especially mindful 
of workers in the private sector and small 
business owners who have shouldered 
much of the economic impact. We must 
remember that we can’t prosper if we don’t 
produce. My thoughts are with you all.

Calls for infrastructure 
It’s vital that we put pressure on our local 
Liberal MPs to deliver infrastructure. 
We need new schools, roads and real 
commitment to the Rouse Hill hospital. 
We need grade separation at the Seven 
Hills Road, Windsor Road and Old 
Northern Road intersection and we need 
traffic lights and a safe crossing at the 
intersection of Victoria Ave and Carrington 
Road, Castle Hill (to name a few). We are 
blessed to live in a community which is 
rich with environmental beauty and within 
a stone’s throw of Sydney and Parramatta. 
For The Hills to remain a great place to 
live and work we must ensure it has the 
infrastructure and services to support its 
growing community. 
Please feel free call or email me to discuss 
any local matters you need assistance with.

more than $300,000 dedicated to improved 
irrigation, pathways, garden bed edging 
and a new rotunda. Once completed, the 
new Waves Fitness and Aquatic Centre and 
adjacent rose garden will become a highly 
valued and sought-after active and passive 
recreation space for both residents and 
visitors to our Shire.
Renovations to the Baulkham Hills Library 
last year have created a space that is much 
loved and well-used by our residents. 
Following this, Castle Hill Library will close 
temporarily to receive its own renovations 
that will include the installation of a new lift, 
new carpeting, painting and refurbishing 
the customer service area. The library 
will reopen on April 20 and I encourage 
members to use this time to explore the 
library’s online services, or sign up for the 
‘stay home and read’ service for seniors.
I would finally like to acknowledge the 
service of Councillor Robyn Preston, who 
will be resigning from her role on The 
Hills Shire Council as a requirement of 
being elected as the State Member for 
Hawkesbury. Robyn was elected to Council 
in 2008 and has served the Hills with 
enthusiasm and dedication during that time, 
including serving as Deputy Mayor during 
2016-17. She brings a wealth of experience 
in understanding the needs of a community 
to her role as a member of Parliament and 
I’m certain she will have the opportunity to 
expand on her advocacy for the people of 
the Hawkesbury electorate.

investment at the Baulkham Hills Waves 
Aquatic Centre, maintenance costs for an 
old asset become a determining factor in 
an investment decision. 

Outside the substantial grants from State 
and Federal Government and significant 
contributions from developers, most 
of Council’s other revenue is from your 
rates which, for a number of years, have 
been tightly controlled by IPART, an 
independent body chartered to impose 
controls on local government rates.  
Analysis of our financial projections 
through the coming decade show the 
likely impact of the maintenance cost 
of our increasing assets on our overall 
financial position. This Council will never 
lose its focus on a strong financial position 
regardless of what is thrown at us. 

Thinking about Waves prompted me to call 
recently at the site where I caught up with 
the project site manager. I was delighted 
to talk with him as a 40 year veteran of 
ADCO, the construction company and the 
discussion further confirmed that we had 
made a sound decision in selecting ADCO 
as our builder.  Work is progressing well 
despite periods of rain and, as the year 
progresses, the magnitude and beauty of 
this magnificent development will emerge.

My tenure on Council has enlightened 
me about the challenge of waste disposal 
in its myriad forms. We hear a lot about 
recycling and the so-called circular 
economy and unquestionably there are 
some important elements in our multi 
million tonne annual rubbish generation 
which lend themselves to recycling.  

It is disappointing to see that 
contamination in the yellow bins remains a 
persistent problem but this simply reflects 
the complexity of materials we use in our 
daily lives. The container deposit scheme 
has been an outstanding success, metals, 
some limited plastics as well as paper and 
cardboard can be economically recycled 
and bulk items such as tyres and glass are 
also seeing some innovative technologies. 
However, beyond this lies a vast quantity 
of materials destined for landfill to blight 
future generations. 

Wherever possible I advocate for 
incineration of this material; a technology 
in widespread use across the developed 
world, avoiding landfill and producing 
electricity to supplement our frequently 
stressed grid. Modern incinerators don’t 
emit odour and their very high operating 
temperature ensures emissions within 
globally accepted standards. Moving 
away from landfill is a whole of government 
challenge needing much more practical 
attention.
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