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in the Hills
LATEST PROJECTS

HEZLETT ROAD UPGRADE
The upgrade of Hezlett Road will transform the major road 
in North Kellyville into a four-lane carriageway. The upgrade 
will also include extensive works at several intersections:
• Signals at Hezlett Road/ Samantha Riley Drive/ James 

Mileham Drive
• Signalised pedestrian crossings of Hezlett Road fronting 

North Kellyville Public School
• Signals at Hezlett Road/ Barry Road by-pass
• Signalised pedestrian crossings at Hezlett Road and 

Gum Nut Close
Additional works, including the construction of a ‘Kiss 
and Ride’ facility in front of North Kellyville Public School, 
pedestrian refuge islands, pathways for pedestrians and 
cyclists and bus stops will be carried out, as well as the 
upgrade of existing bus stops.
The upgrade of Hezlett Road will complete a key piece of 
infrastructure for North Kellyville residents that will support 
housing and employment growth in the area. Current works 
include the relocation of telecommunications, gas and water 
service utilities. The major construction contract is expected 
to be awarded in the second half of 2020. 
To view a detailed map of the upgrade, visit www.thehills.
nsw.gov.au and search for ‘Hezlett Road Upgrade.’

SAMANTHA RILEY DRIVE 
REOPENS
On Tuesday 14 July 2020, Samantha Riley 
Drive was reopened to the public after 
undergoing extensive works that transformed 
the section east of Windsor Road from a  
two-lane semi-rural road with unsealed 
shoulders into a four-lane carriageway.

The final stage, which was originally 
estimated to take six months, was completed 
in half the time. Works required for this stage 
included lowering the existing road crest by 
two metres and the construction of retaining 
walls in order to comply with Australian 
road safety standards. Additional works 
such as kerb and guttering, road drainage, 
new pavement, regulatory signage and line 
marking were also carried out.

Samantha Riley Drive

A NEW WAY TO STAY 
INFORMED ON MAJOR 
PROJECTS
The Hills Shire Council has 
introduced a new way to keep track 
of major projects and plans on public 
exhibition. The Hills Have Your Say 
e-Newsletter provides snapshots of 
current and upcoming projects on 
exhibition open for comment from the 
community. 

WHAT IS HAVE YOUR SAY?
Have your Say is an initiative with 
the aim of encouraging active 
participation from residents in Council 
led projects within the community. 
These projects can be related to 
roads, buildings, community facilities 
such as the Waves Aquatic Centre 
Upgrade or drafts or revisions of 
Council documents.  
 
HOW CAN I HAVE MY SAY?
If you would like to comment on a 
particular project on exhibition, click 
on the link to the project page on 
Council’s website that’s provided in 
the Hills Have Your Say and fill out 
the online submission form on the 
page. 

HOW DO I SUBSCRIBE?
For updates on current consultations 
within the Hills Shire, visit https://
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au and click 
‘Subscribe’ in the top right hand 
corner of the home page. Then click 
on ‘Subscribe to the Hills Have Your 
Say e-Newsletter’ and fill out the form 
with your details. 
To receive updates on other Council 
events and services, subscribe to 
Council’s other e-Newsletters.

SOPHIA DOYLE RESERVE 
PLAYGROUND UPGRADE
Sophia Doyle Reserve, located 
on the corner of Glanmire and 
Jasper Roads in Baulkham Hills 
has recently received an upgrade 
that has tripled the size of the 
playground. 

The upgrade included a new swing 
set, nest swing and carousel, as well 
as picnic seating, drinking fountain 
and shade sail. 

Sophia Doyle Reserve

NEW GREENWAY BRIDGE
The new Greenway Bridge over 
Memorial Avenue, Kellyville was 
opened on Friday 29 May this year. The 
$3.77 million project that links Pelizzer 
Boulevard to Thomas Boulton Circuit 
Reserve, both located in Kellyville, allows 
pedestrians and cyclists to safely cross 
over the busy intersection.

The pedestrian bridge forms part of the 
Greenway cycle link between Bella Vista 
Farm and Rouse Hill Town Centre. 

 Greenway Bridge

CASTLE HILL CEMETERY UPGRADE CONTINUES
The upgrade of Castle Hill Cemetery is underway. Preliminary works, such as the 
construction of pathways, kerb and guttering and drainage works have been completed. 
Current works include construction of the entry wall, boundary fencing and signage, 
realignment of the main driveway and construction of the columbarium wall in the 
Memorial Garden. The works are a part of Stage One of the Cemetery Masterplan 
which aims to provide enhanced amenities and to increase capacity.

FRESH COAT OF PAINT 
FOR BELLA VISTA FARM 
HOMESTEAD
One of the Hills’ most historic 
buildings has recently been 
refreshed with a new coat of paint. 
With guidance and approval from 
the Heritage Office, the external 
façade and detailed balustrading of 
the building was repainted using its 
original colours. 

Bella Vista Farm was instrumental 
in the development of the Australian 
pastoral and agricultural industries 
in the nineteenth century and the 
Homestead is an iconic part of the 
Hills’ history.

Bella Vista Farm Homestead



BOX HILL RELEASE AREA 

From humble, rural beginnings, Box 
Hill will transform into a vibrant, 
new community that will provide 
housing, employment and recreational 
opportunities for its current and future 
residents. 
The area was rezoned in 2013 and is 
bound by Boundary Road to the west, 
Annangrove Road to the east, Old Pitt 
Town Road to the north and Windsor  
Road to the south.
To read the full story, turn overleaf.

This map shows the 
boundaries of the 
Box Hill Release Area 
indicating key features, 
including planned spaces 
for schools, shops, 
cycleways and other 
community facilities.

Our Shire’s newest 
community 
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The construction of the new Waves 
Aquatic Centre began on 11 
August, 2020. The milestone was 
commemorated with a sod turning 
conducted by Mayor of the Hills 
Shire Dr Michelle Byrne, along 
with her fellow Councillors, Local 
Member for Seven Hills Mark Taylor 
MP and representatives from ADCO 
Constructions Pty Ltd.

The project will revitalise the 53-year-old 
centre will provide the following features:
• FINA Standard Olympic sized 50m 

pool with 10 lanes
• Combined indoor 25 metre learn to 

swim pool and family leisure pool
• Swimming club clubhouse
• Additional 20 metre warm water 

pool, including spa/ sauna facilities

• Reception, retail and management 
spaces

• Large gym and fitness space
• Spectator seating
• Water play structure/ splash  

play area
• Basement car parking with lift 

access
• Indoor/ outdoor cafe
• Group exercise and program rooms
• Universal access for all users 

throughout the facility

The upgrade of the new WAVES Aquatic 
Centre will have a minor impact on the 
Roxborough Park Rose Garden.
This is due to the required management 
of the overland flow of water in the 
Roxborough Park site, however Council 

is committed to retaining and improving 
the garden with $300,000 budgeted for 
upgrades. The impacted iceberg roses 
have been relocated to the historic 
Cropley House site in Baulkham Hills.

CONSTRUCTIONS BEGINS

We’re 
building a 
new Waves

HOW DO NEW RELEASE AREAS 
GROW AND DEVELOP?
In any new release area, it is the NSW 
Government’s role to provide water, sewer, 
power and major road links. Developers 
also contribute to these costs through 
charges levied by relevant agencies.

Under the guidance of the NSW 
Government, Council typically prepares 
a list of infrastructure (a ‘Contributions 
Plan’) which outlines the essential things 
a community needs including parks, 
drainage, playing fields and certain local 
roads. Developers pay a ‘contribution’ to 
Council in order to fund this. Local roads 
which service a small number of sites 
are typically funded and constructed by 
individual developers.

Box Hill’s community infrastructure is 
estimated to cost around $690 million, 
which is jointly funded by developers and 
the NSW Government. Contributions 
from developers are collected by 
Council as each development occurs. 
As contributions are collected in small 
amounts from individual developers, it 
can often take a substantial amount of 
time for Council to build up sufficient 
funds to build a park or upgrade a road.

 

HOW HAS BOX HILL 
PROGRESSED SO FAR?
To date, Council has spent a significant 
portion of the contributions received on 
purchasing the areas of land required 
for parks, roads and drainage. Council 
needs to own the land in order to finalise 
designs and seek regulatory approvals 
for any work.

Acquiring all the land needed for 
infrastructure within a new release area 
can be challenging, particularly when 

it involves many individual landowners 
who may or may not be ready to sell. 
The purchase of land and construction 
of new facilities is a long-term process 
and needs to occur in line with the rate, 
location and distribution of development. 
The facilities can also only be delivered 
once adequate funds are available 
through developer contributions 
and State Government funding and 
appropriate approvals are in place.

Council is working to deliver Box Hill’s 
infrastructure as soon as possible for the 
community. A local park on Ceres Way 
opened to the public in 2019. Additional 
open spaces are planned to be delivered 
this financial year including local parks on 
Equinox Drive and Hannaford Avenue. 
Master planning for a number of sporting 
fields is also in the pipeline.

Council is currently planning upgrades 
to a number of roads and intersections 
which will require land acquisition, the 
preparation of detailed designs and State 
Government approvals. Some higher 
priority projects include upgrading The 
Water Lane and intersections upgrades 
along Annangrove Road and Old Pitt 
Town Road.

 

WHAT ARE THE NEXT STEPS?
Council is working to acquire the land 
it needs for local facilities and identify 
opportunities to provide more open 
spaces as well as prioritising the rollout 
of upgrades to the road network. These 
facilities will be added to Council’s works 
program as more development occurs and 
as additional contributions are paid.

The roll out of services in a release area is 
unavoidably a long-term proposition due 
to how infrastructure is funded through 

the gradual collection of contributions over 
time or the delivery of works by individual 
developers. Box Hill is going through 
this process of long-term transformation 
which is expected to occur over a period 
of approximately 25 years.
While works continue throughout this 
area, delays can be expected, however 
Council is working with contractors 
to minimise the disruption on nearby 
residents and commuters.
Once major works within Box Hill have 
been completed, residents will have 
access to a new town centre and 
three village centres, 133 hectares of 
employment land, local parks, playing 
fields and improved connections for 
walking and cycling, all supporting the 
exceptional quality of life enjoyed by Hills 
Shire residents.

Note: ‘Gables’ (formerly known as 
‘Box Hill North’) is a separate Precinct 
located to the north of Box Hill. This 
area is a ‘landowner nominated 
site’ and is mainly under the control 
of a single developer. All required 
infrastructure for this area such as 
open spaces, traffic and transport 
infrastructure and drainage/water 
management infrastructure is being 
provided by the developer under a 
Voluntary Planning Agreement. The 
rollout of infrastructure generally occurs 
more efficiently in release areas which 
are controlled by a single developer, 
compared to other areas which are 
heavily affected by fragmented land 
ownership. As the developer has 
control over most of the land and is 
delivering the required infrastructure as 
part of their construction process, they 
can better align infrastructure delivery 
and redevelopment.

Mayor of the Hills Shire Dr Michelle Byrne 
with NSW State Manager of ADCO John 
Basilisco turning the first sods at Waves 
Aquatic Centre.

BOX HILL RELEASE AREA CONTINUED

For more information about the Waves Aquatic Centre Upgrade, visit www.thehills.nsw.gov.au and search for ‘Waves.’
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LIBRARY CLICK & COLLECT
The Hills Shire Library Click & Collect service 
takes borrowing resources online. Library 
members can browse the online catalogue 
and request up to 10 items per customer, or 
select one of the packs put together by Library 
staff, including Picture Books for Babies and 
Librarian’s Choice (Fiction for Adults). 

Once the request has been confirmed, 
members are able to collect their items from 
the selected Library at a no-contact pick up 
zone at a time convenient to them.

For more information on the Library’s Click & 
Collect service, visit www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/
Library 

Please note: Items and packs are subject to 
availability. 

 
VENUES ARE BOOKABLE
Council’s venues can now be booked through 
a brand new system called Bookable. The 
system seamlessly searches for venues best 
suited for your event based on a range of 
filters. To book one of Council’s venues or a 
tennis court, visit www.thehills.nsw.gov.au and 
search for “Book a Venue.” 
 
DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS 
MOVE COMPLETELY ONLINE
From 1 July 2020, it became mandatory for 
Councils in the Sydney, Newcastle, Central 
Coast and Illawarra regions to submit 
Development Applications online using the 
NSW Government Planning Portal. 

For more information on how to submit a 
Development Application online, visit  
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au and search ‘How  
to Submit a Development Application.’

This year, the Hills Shire Library’s 
Year One Reading Club has moved 
online. All children in Year One at 
school are invited to register to be part 
of the club and track their reading at 
home. Once your child’s log book has 
been completed, they will receive a 
completion certificate and reward bag 

that includes a variety of stationery. 
To register your child as a member of 
the Year One Reading Club, visit www.
thehills.nsw.gov.au/Library, search for 
‘Year One Reading Club’ and follow the 
registration instructions.
Not a library member? This year, any 
child of Year One age can be registered 

and your child can read anything at 
home or from the library – you don’t 
have to be a member to participate! 
Please note: rewards are available while 
stocks last and are subject to change. 
Once completed, the Reading Log must 
be brought into any Hills Shire Library 
by 30 November 2020.

Now in its fourth year, Library Health 
Month is a partnership with Western 
Sydney Local Health District and NSW 
Health. 

The 2020 program has been moved 
entirely online to share the ‘Spring into 
Health’ message throughout September 
and encourage everyone to stay healthy 
and active.

The program can be accessed through 
a new web portal, which is now live 
on The Hills Shire Library Service’s 
website. The portal hosts a variety of 

free virtual workshops, fun activities 
for children, health challenges, books, 
magazines, factsheets and more, which 
can all be used from the comfort of 
your own home. NSW Health is also 
providing free coaching for support and 
ideas on how to live a healthy lifestyle 
during COVID-19. 

To access Library Health Month 
resources or to sign up to NSW Health 
coaching, visit www.thehills.nsw.gov.
au/Library  or download The Hills Shire 
Library app. 

YEAR ONE READING CLUB IS BACK 
AND BETTER THAN EVER

THE HILLS SHIRE COUNCIL IS CONTINUOUSLY IMPROVING HOW RESIDENTS 
CAN ACCESS COUNCIL RELATED SERVICES. CHECK OUT THE SERVICES  
BELOW THAT HAVE RECENTLY BEEN ADAPTED:

NEW AND IMPROVED COUNCIL 

services
THIS SEPTEMBER IS  
LIBRARY HEALTH MONTH

DO YOU  
HAVE A STORY 
TO SHARE?
The Hills Shire Library is documenting 
the experiences of life in The Hills Shire 
during the COVID-19 pandemic and 
associated restrictions to record for 
researchers and future generations. 
If you live, work, study or conduct 
business in The Hills Shire we want to 
hear from you. Tell us your experiences 
over the past few months in writing or 
through photos and videos. For more 
information, visit www.thehills.nsw.gov.
au/Library and search for ‘Hills Voices in 
the Time of COVID-19.’ 
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Celebrating  
a Century
WORLD WAR II VETERAN TURNS 100
Dennis Davis, a former World War II Rat 
of Tobruk recently commemorated his 
100th birthday with a quiet lunch at an 
RSL Club in the city.

Although the repercussions of the 
Coronavirus pandemic forced the 
cancellation of a big family party 
organised by his daughters, Mr Davis 
remained in high spirits and hoped he 
could have a big celebration for his  
101st birthday instead.

At 20 years old Mr Davis was stationed 
at a port in Libya called Tobruk as part of 
the Army’s 9th Division. For eight months, 
the now well renowned Rats of Tobruk 
withstood Nazi assault after assault, 
a struggle that a Nazi propaganda 
broadcaster referred to as “being caught 
like rats in a trap.” The 9th Division 
embraced the label proudly, and their 
bravery and resolve to never surrender 
was a source of inspiration for many. 

Mr Davis, who has been a client of Hills 
Community Care for 12 years, credits his 
long life to getting up at 5am every morning 
and walking 4km before breakfast. 

Mr Davis has received letters of 
congratulations from the Queen, the Pope, 
the Premier of NSW, as well as Mayor of 
the Hills Shire, Dr Michelle Byrne.

For more information about Hills 
Community Care services, visit  
www.hillscommunitycare.com.au

DECLUTTER YOUR HOME AT THE HILLS SHIRE’S  
ANNUAL HOUSEHOLD CHEMICAL CLEANOUT EVENT 

ORANGE BLOSSOM 
FESTIVAL 2020 
IS CANCELLED 
– SYDNEY 
HILLS GARDEN 
COMPETITION WILL  
GO AHEAD
Due to the ongoing implications 
of COVID-19 (Coronavirus), 
Council’s Orange Blossom 
Festival main event has been 
cancelled for 2020.
However, entries are now open 
for The Sydney Hills Garden 
Competition. The event is run by 
The Rotary Club of Hills-Kellyville 
with the support of The Hills Shire 
Council. Gardens are judged 
by qualified horticulturalists and 
landscapers.
To be eligible to enter this 
competition, gardens must be 
located in the Hills Shire or 
adjoining suburbs. Entries close 
on Friday 11 September 2020 and 
gardens will be judged between 
15 and 19 September 2020. The 
2020 winners will be awarded. 
The competition dates back to 
1959 when it was created by 
Councillor Eric Mobbs. It was then 
adopted as a community event 
within Orange Blossom Festival. 
The competition connects to the 
Hills Shire’s cultural past when it 
was affectionately known as ‘The 
Garden Shire.’
For more information visit  
http://www.hillsgardencomp.org.au/ 
and fill out the entry form.

Have you got expired floor chemicals 
lying around your home, or paint tins 
from a long ago house renovation 
that you’re not going to use? The Hills 
Shire’s annual Chemical Cleanout 
event is a free service that gives 
residents the opportunity to dispose of 
household chemicals that are usually 
difficult to get rid of in a safe and 
environmentally friendly way. From 
pool chemicals to pesticides, a range 
of chemicals can be disposed of up  
to a maximum of 20 litres or 20kg  
of a single item. 

The Household Chemical Cleanout 
event will occur on Saturday 21 and 
Sunday 22 November at Castle Hill 
Showground. 

To view the full list of accepted 
chemicals or for more information 
about this service, visit www.thehills.
nsw.gov.au and search for ‘Household 
Chemical Cleanout Event.’ 

Former Hills Shire Council Youth 
Ambassador Tian Yi Wong See 
recently celebrated the launch of 
his first book, which tackles the 

stigma surrounding youth mental health, 
a condition Tian is all too familiar with 
through his own experiences.

Focus caught up with the sixteen-year-
old to discuss his book, the struggles 
facing youth in our society and what we 
as a community can do to help.

FOCUS: What inspired you to write a 
book about mental health?

TIAN: I wanted people to feel like 
they are not alone, that there is hope 
and to give people an opportunity to 
share their stories in the hope that it 
can help others. I also wanted to shed 
light on the diversity of experiences 
with mental illness and create a shared 
understanding that everyone is different 
and therefore, will have a different 
mentality.

FOCUS: What would you like to see 
happen in the area of youth mental 
health moving forward?

TIAN: I’d like to see the wider 

community be more accepting of people 
suffering from mental illness, especially 
the youth, who appear to face a higher 
incidence and stigma. Of course, I would 
also like to see those occurrences drop.

FOCUS: What can we all do in general 
to do a better job of addressing youth 
mental health?

TIAN: Try to be as understanding as you 
can with people who are experiencing 
mental illness. This could be just 
something like sitting down and listening 
to them or starting a comfortable 
conversation. Simply being a good friend 
or family member can give that extra 

bit of comfort that might just be what 
they need. If you’re unsure whether 
someone’s got a diagnosable condition, 
don’t push it, but make sure you’re there 
for them so that if there is something 
you can do, they will feel comfortable 
with your assistance. It is also important 
that others don’t constantly compare 
kids and youth with each other. The 
world is changing all the time and each 
situation is different – you can’t compare 
or “rank” any situation.

FOCUS: You’re calling on others to 
submit their personal stories of dealing 
with mental health for the next edition of 
your book. What advice would you give 
anyone who is a bit hesitant to share 
their own experience?

TIAN: The main goal is to help others 
who may be in a similar situation to what 
you are in. The secondary goal is to 
give the community an idea of what it’s 
like from our perspective. It is a big ask, 
because it feels personal, and it is, but 
one in five people experience a mental 
illness, so you are not alone.

Tian’s book can be accessed from the 
Hills Shire Library Service.

Juli, Registered Nurse

Take action. 
Get tested.

To find your nearest testing clinic 
visit nsw.gov.au or contact your GP

Help stop further COVID-19 outbreaks. If you have just 
one symptom, no matter how mild, get tested immediately 
- even if you’ve been tested before. Testing is safe, easy 
and free at public clinics.

So, if you have any of the following, get tested today. 

> Fever

> Sore throat

> Coughing

> Shortness of breath

> Loss of smell

> Loss of taste

ONE IN FIVE TO

None in Five
LOCAL TEEN LAUNCHES INTO MENTAL HEALTH DISCUSSIONS WITH HIS NEW BOOK
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C O U N C I L L O R S  C O M M E N T S C O U N C I L L O R S  C O M M E N T S

MAYOR DR MICHELLE 
BYRNE
0448 268 140
mayor@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Despite the challenges presented by 
COVID-19, Council has continued to 
focus on delivering a variety of significant 
community assets in the Hills. 

In July I had the pleasure of officially 
opening the completed stage 3 of the 
Samantha Riley Drive upgrade. The 
upgrade of Samantha Riley Drive to a 
four-lane carriageway is one of the largest 
capital works projects ever undertaken by 
this Council, and I want to thank residents 
and commuters for their patience. 

Hezlett Road is another road upgrade in 
North Kellyville that will serve as a key 
piece of infrastructure. Works include 
converting the current rural road into 
a four-lane carriageway, as well as 
the upgrade of four major intersection 
including lights at the Samantha Riley 
Drive /Hezlett Road intersection. 

Early works including the undergrounding 
of power, installation of street lighting and 
investigation into road and soil conditions 
have been completed, and the major 
construction contract is expected to be 
awarded in the coming weeks. 

We also saw the switching on of the 
traffic lights at the intersection of Arthur 
Street and Seven Hills Road, Baulkham 
Hills which will improve the safety at this 
dangerous intersection. The intersection 
upgrade included road widening, the 
installation of traffic signals and the 
relocation of underground utilities. 

Council has also been concentrating on 
improving and expanding open space 
facilities in the Hills Shire. In the next 
10-15 years, our population will grow 
by another 100, 000 people and as we 
grow it’s increasingly important that we 
retain and nurture our green spaces. 
I was thrilled to recently open the new 
village green at Rutherford Avenue 
Reserve in Kellyville, and stage one of 
the revitalisation of Crestwood Reserve’s 
waterways has also been completed, 
which includes brand new footpaths, 
bike tracks and bush regeneration. I’m 
really proud of the work Council is doing 
to ensure residents have access to open, 

CLR ROBYN PRESTON MP 
NORTH WARD
0419 200 300
clr.preston@bigpond.com

Information about Councillors, Council 
meetings and latest news can be found on 
Council’s website www.thehills.nsw.gov.au.

CLR DR PETER GANGEMI
NORTH WARD
0419 429 095
clr.gangemi@thehills.nsw.gov.au

As Deputy Mayor, I enjoy being part 
of a Council that delivers projects that 
are essential for the wellbeing of our 
community. 

As a West Ward Councillor I take 
pride that Norwest Business Precinct 
is equipped to provide for the job 
opportunities that are much needed for 
the population growth. Our North Ward is 
booming with new housing in Box Hill. As 
a local business person I can appreciate 
the importance and comfort of living and 
working within The Hills District. 

The new Village Green at Rutherford 
Avenue Kellyville is a wonderful example 
of how we plan for and create places for 
residents to thrive. I recently attended 

CLR REENA JETHI
WEST WARD
DEPUTY MAYOR
0439 008 173
clr.jethi@thehills.nsw.gov.au

green spaces and I’m so glad to see 
residents using these facilities.

Last but not least, construction has finally 
begun on our beloved WAVES Aquatic 
Centre. This is a milestone that the 
community, including myself and my own 
family have been waiting for.  We love our 
pool and we also equally love our Rose 
Garden which is also a favourite place 
amongst our residents. 

I’m also happy to report that Council is 
committing $300,000 to the improvement 
of the Roxborough Park Rose Garden, 
which includes upgrading the rotunda, 
improving the stairs and irrigation and 
creating new garden edging. 

As part of the WAVES upgrade, Council 
needs to manage the overland flow of 
water in the Roxborough Park site as an 
identified floodway sits within it. Some 
garden beds at the north-east end will be 
affected; however the Iceberg roses in 
this location will be transplanted within the 
garden of the historical Cropley House site 
in Baulkham Hills.

Waiting for our new WAVES will be 
challenging but I know that once it’s 
been completed, our pool will be bigger 
and better than ever, and will cater to 
generations of Hills residents from all 
walks of life. 

Welcome to Gables 
The creation of The Hills newest suburb 
‘Gables’ was formally approved on the 
17th of July 2020. As an almost lifelong 
Box Hill resident, I couldn’t have been 
any prouder to be one of the drivers of 
this proposal and to see the Gables name 
come to life.

The Gables name has a rich history within 
the area. In 1937, Robert and Edgar 
Hurrell purchased a dairy farm of 1183 
acres, originally naming it Green Gables 
Dairy. However this name was already 
registered, so the name was changed to 
Red Gables Dairy. The dairy was at one 
point the largest in NSW. 

Today, the site is home to The Gables 
development, an incredible area of new 
parks, beautiful houses and most of 
all, a tremendous community linked by 
mateship. 

The history of the land and the aspirations 
of the new community will be best carried 
into the future by the name ‘Gables”. 

 
Road improvements on the way in 
North Ward 
My top priority on Council is improving the 
roads within the new release areas and 
rural parts of North Ward. There is much 
to do but there has been progress in 
recent months, including the following:
• Finishing the four lane length of 

Samantha Riley Drive

• Stop signs at Fontana Drive/
Terry Road and Edwards Road/
Annangrove Road 

• Black spot funding applications for 
Edwards Road/Annangrove Road, 
Withers Road/Annangrove Road, 
Withers Road/Foxall Road and Cattai 
Ridge Road 

• Safety improvements on Cliftonville 
Road and Sackville Ferry Road 

• Redesign of the Cattai Ridge Road/
Halcrows Road intersection 

• Delivery of traffic lights at Fontana 
Drive/Terry Road in early 2021 

CLR BROOKE COLLINS 
OAM
NORTH WARD
0438 373 994
clr.collins@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Hard to believe it’s Spring already and with 
COVID-19, it has truly been a difficult year, 
however I hope you and your family remain 
safe and well during this difficult period. 

North Ward continues to change on a 
daily, weekly and monthly basis as many 
of the new roads, developments, parks 
and open spaces come to fruition since the 
last edition, which is very exciting for the 
many thousands of new residents we have 
welcomed to North Ward in 2020. See an 

the official opening of this reserve 
and was delighted with the outcome, 
with cycleways, large grassy areas, 
a dog park, seating and a brand new 
playground all providing opportunities for 
families to play and exercise. Places like 
Rutherford Avenue Reserve are especially 
important in helping us to look after our 
health during COVID-19.

As a mother of an ardent swimmer, it was 
heart-warming to attend the sod turning 
ceremony for Council’s biggest project, 
the upgrade of Waves Aquatic Centre. 
What a transformation this community 
asset will experience! I’m proud of the 
leadership our Council has shown in 
committing to a project that will not 
only replace the existing pools but also 
enhance the whole complex, adding 
extra features like a highly sought-after 
water play area, accessibility ramps, a 
cafe and upgraded gym and exercise 
rooms. This is a project that will connect 
our community and offer a high standard 
of recreational facilities for residents, 
schools, swim teams and visitors for many 
years to come. I am sure my sons will be 
joining many other kids at the completion 
of Waves Aquatic Centre. 

Our Council will be delivering more new 
projects and upgrades for our community 
within the next financial year. We will be 
acquiring land for sports fields in new 
suburbs, completing a major upgrade 
of Hezlett Road and starting to build the 
new Stringer Road Reserve. We will also 
be maintaining our existing parks and 
bushland areas as well as ensuring we 
continue to deliver essential services.

It’s a busy time for Council, and I hope all 
of our residents are keeping well and safe 
during these unusual and challenging 
times.

Thank you to those residents who helped 
me submit the case for stop signs at Terry 
Road/Fontana Drive. I am also pushing for 
delivery of the Annangrove Road/Edwards 
Road roundabout and the Annangrove 
Road/Withers Road traffic lights as soon 
as possible amongst numerous other 
traffic improvements in North Kellyville. 

 
Have your say on the Fred Caterson 
Reserve Master Plan
Fred Caterson Reserve is the premier 
sporting and recreation venue in The Hills. 
It is the oldest public reserve in our Shire 
and one of Australia’s oldest reserves 
dating back to the 1860’s. Fred Caterson 
Reserve is also the premier Hills sporting 
location for Baseball, Basketball, BMX, 
Tennis and in the future, Rugby Union. 

Council has placed on exhibition the 
proposed Fred Caterson Reserve Master 
Plan, which seeks to improve the facility 
with:

• More facilities: 3 new rugby fields, 
5 new tennis courts and expanded 
junior sporting and baseball fields

• Greater access: A second road 
entrance off Gilbert Road, footpath 
and cycleway entrances and a 
pedestrian bridge over Showground 
Road

• Increased carparking, new facilities 
and better signage 

To have your say on how Fred Caterson 
Reserve can be improved, please put in 
a submission on the Draft Master Plan 
through Council’s website.

update below:

• Samantha Riley Drive has now been 
fully upgraded to four lanes and 
was opened in July. The upgrade 
to Hezlett Road will commence 
soon, and the good news is work 
will commence at the intersection 
of Hezlett Road and Samantha 
Riley Drive to upgrade and install 
signalisation. This will improve traffic 
movement during peak periods.

• Throughout 2020 you will see the 
continued improvement and upgrade 
of Hezlett, Barry and Stringer 
Roads with new signalisation and 
roundabouts to improve traffic flow 
and movement in this area.

• We will continue to invest in new 
parks, roads, sporting fields and open 
spaces throughout 2020, including 
Annangrove Park and Les Shore 
Reserve.

• Box Hill/Nelson continues to flourish 
and grow and we will continue to 
work closely with all concerned to get 
the best possible outcomes that will 
benefit all residents in this exciting 
new precinct.

I will continue to work hard to bring our 
infrastructure up to speed to support the 
rate of new development. Noting that 
Council has no appetite for debt and the 
infrastructure is paid for by developer 
contributions, I will continue to advocate 
and support the residents of North Ward. 
I would like to publicly acknowledge the 
excellent work our hard working progress 
associations do in supporting their local 
communities such as the Box Hill/Nelson, 
Annangrove, Friends of Glenhaven, 
Glenorie and North Kellyville Advocacy 
Groups.

Finally the Local Strategic Planning 
Statement (LSPS) was well received and I 
hope you had the opportunity to put in any 
submissions you may have had, as well as 
for the new Local Environment Plan 2020 
(LEP 2020), which was exhibited during 
this edition. The LEP 2020 will ensure we 
future proof our community to deal with the 
increased growth that will occur over the 
next fifteen years.
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CLR SAMUEL UNO
EAST WARD
0438 248 085
clr.uno@thehills.nsw.gov.au

CLR MIKE THOMAS
WEST WARD
0423 798 891
clr.thomas@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Waves Aquatic Centre Redevelopment
After 50 years of service to the Hills 
community, the decision was made to 
redevelop the Waves Aquatic Centre 
site with modern facilities that meet the 
expectations of our residents. As a result 
of the fiscal responsibility of our Council 
over many years, we are in a position to 
provide a premium centre that will cater to 
the broad needs of our community, from 
parents taking their children to learn to 
swim classes, to hydrotherapy facilities 
for our more mature residents. Although 
there will be a period where the complex 
will be required to close while construction 
is underway, we will ensure that that the 

CLR JACOB JACKSON
WEST WARD
0439 118 575
clr.jackson@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Information about Councillors, Council 
meetings and latest news can be found on 
Council’s website www.thehills.nsw.gov.au.

CLR RYAN TRACEY
EAST WARD
0419 429 217
clr.tracey@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Information about Councillors, Council 
meetings and latest news can be found on 
Council’s website www.thehills.nsw.gov.au.

and see us shaking off a cold winter to 
emerge optimistically into our always bright 
future. 

Last year I raised the possibility of 
converting a section of Old Northern Rd 
between Crane Rd and Cecil Avenue into 
a pedestrian mall or a shared pedestrian 
and vehicle zone.  I believe this would 
enhance the shopper experience in the 
area and lead also to a more vibrant night-
time economy. Our experience a few years 
ago with Christmas lights and closure to 
traffic demonstrated some of the potential 
of the area. For now, pending completion 
of a major traffic study of the Town Centre, 
Council has agreed to continue to consider 
various options but at least the options are 
now on everyone’s radar.

The demolition of the old Council Chambers 
and entertainment centre has brought 
home the reality that the areas immediately 
around all the Metro stations will continue 
to see high density development. Council 
and other planning authorities will continue 
to be challenged in getting the balance 
right across an urban environment of high 
and low density living to ensure that The 
Hills continues to be a desirable place to 
live, work, play and raise a family. Finally, 
as I’m sure most of my colleagues will be 
reporting, construction has started on the 
new pool complex in Baulkham Hills.  Within 
well less than two years, our community 
will be thrilled to see what their rates and 
Council’s careful fiscal management have 
achieved.

CLR ALAN HASELDEN
EAST WARD
0419 495 089
clr.haselden@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Public Health, the Towers and our 
Vibrant Community
Great to see so many of the hundreds of 
people at the Castle Hill Farmers’ and Fine 
Food Market wearing face masks and 
happily having temperatures checked and 
hands sanitized at the carefully controlled 
entry.  The pandemic has changed our 
lives in a way that few saw coming and 
heeding the recommendations of health 
experts is a powerful way to not only protect 
our own health but to also tell our fellow 
citizens that we care about theirs too. It 
should probably have come as no surprise, 
given the uncertainty of the times that the 
owners of Castle Towers have withdrawn 
their most recent Development Application 
for a major expansion of the shopping mall, 
understandably our titular town centre.  

The DA described a very significant 
expansion of the mall and embellishment 
of parts of the existing complex and its 
withdrawal was as disappointing to me 
as it would have been to its owners and 
much of the public. The project would 
have employed a large construction work 
force and was intended to see increased 
employment opportunities when finished. 
As well as suppressing economic activity, 
the pandemic has also caused a decline 
in immigration which, whilst likely only 
temporary, is still a contributing factor for 
any business contemplating its strategic 
outlook.  The cancellation of the project 
is a reminder of how delicately poised 
economies are but, given the way we have 
always rebounded from earlier economic 
setbacks, we can be optimistic that “this too 
shall pass”.  Spring will have the magpies 
again swooping on our unprotected heads 

CLR FRANK DE MASI
CENTRAL WARD
0439 013 343
clr.demasi@thehills.nsw.gov.au

As we enter spring we do so with a 
difference. Unlike many years when we 
celebrate here in The Hills with the Orange 
Blossom Festival, this year is an exception 
with restrictions in place as a result of 
COVID-19. The world has changed since 
this pandemic, and that includes here in 
The Hills. Council has worked closely with 
the Office of Local Government to ensure 
that preventative measures are in place to 
stop the spread of this disease in The Hills.

There are social distancing restrictions and 
sanitiser has become a norm in our lives. 
During the lockdown that affected many of 
us in the winter months, it was great to see 
so many residents take advantage of what 
The Hills has to offer through walking paths, 
cycleways and our bushland reserves. It’s 
great to discover new parts of The Shire 
whilst adopting social distancing. I would 
also like to congratulate residents who have 
dogs that enjoyed the daily walk with them 
and were responsible for picking up after 
them and disposing waste in bins correctly. 

We have achieved so much during this 
period and it was great to see the works 
on Samantha Riley Drive being completed. 
The next stage of much needed works is 
ready to commence on local roads in North 
Kellyville. Works have also commenced 
on the construction of the new Waves 
Aquatic Centre.  It was the end of an era 
for the existing site, as demolition works are 
underway to replace the old Centre with an 
outstanding facility that will benefit us all for 
many decades to come.

The redevelopment of Castle Hill Cemetery 
is also well underway and will feature 
a new Memorial Garden, Pavilion and 
Columbarium. The entry and access roads 
to the Cemetery have also been widened. 
I look forward and invite you all to see the 
beautiful, peaceful, landscaped place of 
rest

During these uncertain times please 
stay safe, practice social distancing and 
hygiene and continue to stop the spread of 
COVID-19 in our Shire. 

CLR TONY HAY OAM
CENTRAL WARD
0414 482 000
clr.tonyhay@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Information about Councillors, Council 
meetings and latest news can be found on 
Council’s website www.thehills.nsw.gov.au.

It is an honour and a privilege to represent 
the residents of the Hills Shire. The 
support from the community has been 
overwhelming and very humbling. The 
values I bring to Council are:

• Financial prudence

• Less bureaucracy

• Less regulation

• Responsible governance 

These are the values I have followed for 
the budget over this financial year. It’s 
important to note that your Council has 
never sought an additional levy on our 
residents. More than most governments, 

CLR ELIZABETH RUSSO
CENTRAL WARD
0438 608 173
clr.russo@thehills.nsw.gov.au

It is hard to believe that we are over halfway 
through 2020 and about to welcome Spring 
and the warmer weather.

Times have certainly being unusual over 
the last six months and continue to be as 
we all experience the unprecedented time 
of COVID-19.  Everyone has been affected 
in one way or another with many facing 
challenges and stressful times.  As a small 
business owner, I understand the impacts 
and challenges faced during this time and 
the struggle to keep our business doors 
open and retaining staff.  One thing that I 
have also viewed is the support from our 
community to one another.  

I believe The Hills community has always 
being one that looks out for and supports 
others, especially in times of need.  I 
encourage residents to continue looking 
out for one another, whether it be calling 
a friend or neighbour to ‘check in’ how 
they are or supporting a local business by 
buying a coffee or a meal.

It is also so important that we look after 
our own mental health and wellbeing.  If 
anyone is struggling, I encourage you to 
reach out either to someone you know, 
a professional or a helpline.  You are not 
alone!  Some contact numbers are:

Lifeline - 13 11 14                                             
Beyond Blue - 1300 224 636         

Kids Helpline - 1800 511 800                       
DV Support Services – 1800 737 732

Fred Caterson Reserve

Fred Caterson Reserve is one of the 
largest and most highly used public open 
spaces in The Hills and offers a diverse 
range of sporting and recreational facilities.  
Currently, the Draft Concept Masterplan 
is on exhibition and I encourage residents 
to view the Draft Masterplan and have 
your say through Council’s website.  The 
Draft Concept Masterplan outlines the 
future vision for this site and is proposing 
additional sporting facilities, increased 
carparking, improved access and 
pathways and improved facilities.

community will be kept informed and 
engaged during this process.
 
Community Gardens
I am pleased to announce that as a result of 
establishing a Community Gardens policy 
in our Shire, we have our first successful 
applicant. Council has endorsed the 
decision to enter into a five year lease with 
the Rotary Club of The Hills-Kellyville for 
the establishment of a membership-based 
community garden within Conie Avenue 
Reserve, Baulkham Hills, which is currently 
on public exhibition. This is a great initiative 
that will bring local residents together 
with a common interest. I look forward to 
working together with more community 
groups to establishing these gardens 
throughout the Shire. Stay up to date with 
what is happening throughout our Council 
by following me on Facebook at Clr Samuel 
Uno - The Hills Shire

your council spends your rates in a 
responsible and prudent manner. I always 
question the benefit to residents from 
activities of Council. And importantly we 
restrain the bureaucracy of Council. This is 
the single most important driver of costs for 
any government. It is not just the wages, it 
is mostly the cost of the activities that they 
generate.

Also, it is a priority of Council that the 
organisation respects and is responsive 
to our residents. So many governments 
use fines as a means to supplement their 
revenues. It is insidious and wrong. Your 
council opposes this approach. We do not 
engage in using fines for revenues. We 
monitor fines on residents to ensure it is 
used as a last resort and try and keep it to 
a minimum. You might know that The Hills 
Shire Council does not have paid parking 
and in addition has possibly the lowest 
council rates in Australia relative to the 
value of your property. This is your council 
representing its residents.

At this time of pandemic, I hope everyone 
stays safe. I am especially mindful of 
workers in the private sector and small 
business owners who have shouldered 
much of the economic impact. We must 
remember that we can’t prosper if we don’t 
produce. My thoughts are with you all.

Are you 
enjoying the 
Hills Focus 
magazine? 
If you’d like to share your 
feedback with us, email 
media@thehills.nsw.gov.au

C O U N C I L L O R S  C O M M E N T S



If you don’t receive your 2021 Waste Calendar, please contact Council’s Waste team on (02) 9843 0555.

YOUR 
2021  
WASTE  
Calendar
IS ON ITS WAY TO YOU!

Garden Organics Recycling
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Having a Spring Clean? Why not participate in the Nation wide Garage Sale Trail 
held in October? See www.garagesaletrail.com.au for more details.
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THE CALENDAR CONTAINS GORGEOUS IMAGES OF 
THE HILLS SHIRE AS WELL AS INFORMATION ABOUT 
YOUR WASTE AREA, BIN NIGHTS AND HANDY TIPS 
ABOUT WASTE MANAGEMENT AND RECYCLING.

WE ARE NOW ONLINE!  WWW.HILLSFOCUS.COM.AU


