
 

 

 

   

 

 
MAYORAL MINUTE NO. 04/2019 

 
HILLS RELAY FOR LIFE 

 
28 MAY 2019 

 
Councillors,  
 
Thousands of Hills Shire residents descended on Castle Hill Showground for the annual Hills 
Relay for Life event on Saturday, May 18 and Sunday, May 19. They turned up dressed in 
their best team costumes, in their workout gear and donning purple Hills Shire Relay shirts – 
all banding together in the fight to end cancer.  
 
The event, which is held over a 24-hour period, takes participants on a life-affirming journey, 
symbolising a day in the life of someone fighting cancer – a disease that never sleeps.  
 
I was so impressed by the enthusiasm and community spirit on display, as well as the effort 
that went into organising this much-loved community fundraiser. So far, a phenomenal 
$262,715 has been raised for the Cancer Council, with more funds still being added to the 
total each and every day. In fact, this event has raised close to $4.5 million over the past 18 
years.  
 
There are many people that I would like to acknowledge and thank for their fantastic efforts in 
organising and running the Hills Relay for Life, and this year is no exception. Thank you to the 
wonderful Relay for Life Committee – particularly the Chairperson, Michelle Sollom. Thank 
you also to all of the sponsors – this couldn’t have been done without their support, as well as 
the dedicated teams and participants.  
 
I am so proud to belong to this community and proud of The Hills Shire Council’s continued 
support of this adored event. Those who have contributed have made a huge difference in 
raising vital funds for cancer research and supporting those going through the cancer journey. 
Thanks to those supporters and dedicated Relay for Life participants, there are millions of 
cancer survivors in this country.  
This just shows the progress we’ve made in the fight to eliminate cancer as a major health 
problem. It proves that the progress we’ve made is not just a dream, it’s a reality. And it’s 
because of the strength, resilience and passion for organising amazing events like Relay for 
Life, avocation and lobbying for more money and more research has led to better treatment.   
That hard work and dedication, has seen a significant growth in the number of people getting 
regular check-ups and the chance of surviving cancer has also increased.  
But it’s more than lobbying. Arm-in-arm, participants, survivors and volunteers inspire our 
community and we draw strength from each and every one of them.  
 
While each of us has a unique reason for attending Hills Relay for Life, we all have something 
very much in common – we want to make a difference in the fight against cancer.  And as a 
result, we attend events like Relay, determined that those who are facing cancer will be 
supported, that those who have lost their battle will not be forgotten, and that, together, we 
will continue to fight back so that one day, no one in our Shire will hear those dreadful words 
– “you have cancer” – ever again.  
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

Accordingly I move that: 

MOTION: 

This Mayoral Minute be received.  

 

 
 

 
 
Dr Michelle Byrne  
MAYOR  
 


