
 

 

 
   

 

 
 

MAYORAL MINUTE NO. 10/2019 
 

VALE RAY WHITEMAN 
 

13 AUGUST 2019 
 
 

Councillors,  
 
Tonight I would like to pay tribute to one of our Shire’s outstanding citizens, Ray Whiteman. Ray, 
affectionately known as the ‘Mayor of Glenorie’, was known for his infectious smile that would 
light up a room, his good nature, and his love and non-stop devotion to his local community. 
 
Ray moved to Glenorie with his family in 1943 and he has continued to serve The Hills Shire 
region for more than several decades. He also spent some time in the Navy, after joining at the 
age of 17. He loved the sea and owned several boats throughout his lifetime, and the water was 
never too far away from what he did.  
 
When Ray was 20, he became a Scout Master and started up the Glenorie Scouts, initially 
based at Glenorie Memorial Hall. As the Scout leader, Ray taught essential skills, and mentored 
many of the local kids attending his program. Scouting enabled Ray to combine three of his 
passions – scouts, the hall, and his love of the sea - organising the first Sea Scout Group from 
Glenorie. 
 
Ray also, spent time on the Glenorie Progress Association, serving as the President, as well as 
serving as Vice President of Glenorie RSL Sub Branch. To add to his volunteering 
commitments, Ray was regularly seen caring for the Wal Buckingham Memorial Garden and 
Glenorie Cenotaph, as well as being a key driving force behind ANZAC Day ceremonies.  
 
Never one to let the community down, Ray devoted his time to caring and maintaining Glenorie 
Memorial Hall. He loved that Hall and he enjoyed the building being used by others to celebrate 
important milestones and to make memories in the process. He served on the Hall Committee 
for a number of years and led the campaign to save the Hall in 2015. Ray spent countless hours 
working to improve the hall, making and donating the stained glass windows, amongst other 
improvements. He consistently advocated for increased use of the hall, and regularly assisted at 
events, such as flag raising ceremonies on Australia Day. 
 
Ray will also be remembered for his work with the Eastbend Rural Communications, helping to 
produce Living Heritage magazine in his capacity of President and Publications Officer. And to 
add to his list of achievements, Ray was named the Baulkham Hills Shire Council Citizen of the 
Year on Australia Day in 2003.  
 
He also loved and devoted his time to the natural environment. Ray was often seen weeding 
local Glenorie parks and planting Red Flowering Gums. Ray inherited a passion for orchids from 
his father Charles, and his orchids became famous throughout the Glenorie community. He was 
also instrumental in the Glenorie Maroota Bioregional Forum and the Maroota Forest 
Conservation Committee.  
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Ray will be greatly missed by his family, friends, this Council and also by the Glenorie and 
greater Hills Shire community. His legacy will always be remembered, treasured and will 
continue to live on through his many achievements and contributions to the Hills. 
 
Accordingly I move that:  
 
MOTION: 
 
1. This Mayoral Minute be received;  
2. A minute silence be observed to pay tribute to Ray Whiteman and his life-time dedication 

to our community; 
3. Council write to the Whiteman family to pass on the condolences of the Councillors and 

the wider Hills community; and 
4. Council investigate suitable naming opportunities in the Glenorie region after Ray 

Whiteman.   

 

 

 
 

 
Dr Michelle Byrne  
MAYOR  
 
 
 


