
 

 

 

   

 

 
MAYORAL MINUTE NO. 05/2019 

 
2019 MINISTERS’ AWARDS FOR WOMEN IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

 
11 JUNE 2019 

 
Councillors,  
  
I would like to acknowledge and congratulate, Councillor Reena Jethi who has received a Highly 
Commended Award for an elected representative from a Metropolitan Council in the 12th annual 
Ministers’ Awards for Women in Local Government.  
  
During a special ceremony held last week at NSW Parliament House, Councillor Jethi was 
acknowledged for her devotion to continued learning and for her advocacy for vital resources for 
The Hills.  She is an inspiration to women locally and those from non-English speaking 
backgrounds, proving that a political career is both realistic and conceivable, and also by giving 
them the courage to speak up on issues that they may have been previously silent on. 
  
Councillor Jethi is one of four women on this Council who works tirelessly to make a positive 
contribution in The Hills. She leads by example and her active role in the region shows how 
important it is to have women involved in Local Government.  
  
Local Councils used to be dominated by men, but more and more women are putting up their 
hands to run for Council and for Mayor. This is great of course and shows that we have come a 
long way towards representation reflective of the general community. However, it would be great 
to have even more women involved.  
 
To do that, we need to give more women the confidence, the skills and the support they need to 
pursue civic life at all levels of Government. We need to ensure women realise that they can 
make a valuable contribution to their communities whilst still running a household and raising 
children.   
  
We also shouldn’t underestimate the importance of working together in order to meet our goals 
in building a strong, active and a more inclusive community. Local Government works best when 
we encourage, empower and support all Mayors and Councillors regardless of gender, in 
becoming the best they can be.  
 
 Accordingly I move that: 

MOTION: 

This Mayoral Minute be received.  

 

 
 

 
Dr Michelle Byrne  
MAYOR  


