
 

MAYORAL MINUTE NO. 09/2017 
 

INDEPENDENT HEARING & ASSESSMENT PANELS (IHAPs) 

 
22 AUGUST 2017 

 

 

Councillors, 

 

The New South Wales Government has announced that Independent Hearing & Assessment 

Panels (IHAPs) will become mandatory for all Councils in Sydney. Independent Hearing 

Assessment Panels (IHAPs) are useful if they are voluntary or used when a Council is 

underperforming and the Minister for Planning needs to put in a structure or a process to 

restore confidence in the decision-making process on planning matters. 

 

The Minister for Planning has indicated that the introduction of mandatory IHAPs is to address 

the potential risk of corruption in the use of planning powers by local councils.  Unfortunately, 

in using the example of a handful of councils with issues, the Minister has suggested that all 

councils are incapable of making decisions in an appropriate way and seeks to treat them all in 

the same manner. 

 

The IHAP is not required in the Hills Shire Council as we have excellent systems in place to 

assess DAs in an effective, transparent manner.  In the last financial year, Council dealt with 

an incredible $2.3 billion worth of built form development.  Less than 1% of applications were 

referred to the Regional Planning Panel.  Less than 1% of DAs were determined at a meeting 

of Council with another 2% of applications determined  by Council’s Development Assessment 

Unit, made up of Council’s senior planning staff.  The remaining applications were determined 

under delegation by Council staff. 

 

The Minister for Planning, Housing and Special Minister of State, Anthony Roberts MP, has 

indicated that all DAs with a value of more than $5 million will be required to go to an IHAP.  

This will mean a significant number of DAs currently determined efficiently under our current 

processes will be referred to IHAPs. 

 

Unfortunately our experience with planning panels is that they add time and complexity to the 

Development assessment process and add no demonstrable benefit.  Mandating IHAPs will not 

only create additional bureaucracy but will also introduce extra costs for councils and 

applicants. 

 

Furthermore, planning panel members are not held accountable by the community for the 

development decisions they make.  The community holds elected officials to account at the 

ballot box for planning decisions and approvals.   It’s only right that these elected officials, 

when they are performing dutifully, continue their role to determine development applications 

in their local area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

MOTION 

 

Accordingly, I move that: 

 

1. This Mayoral Minute be received. 

 

2. Council seek a meeting with the Minister for Planning to request an exemption for The 

Hills Shire Council with respect to the need for an Independent Hearing & Assessment 

Panel. 

 

 

 
 

Councillor Yvonne Keane 

MAYOR 

 


