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Councillors, 

Over the last few months, you will no doubt have noticed the heightened levels of activity 
and excitement around the Sydney Hills.  

I’m sure that all of you attended at least one of the several outstanding events held 
throughout the Hills from October to Australia Day.  

The Summer Series of Events was a revamp of what was previously known as Sensoria.  

However the Summer Series wasn’t just a name change. It was a complete re-think and 
revamp of the kinds of events we put on this summer. 

It’s not just about putting on events that our residents enjoy attending. It’s also about 
attracting people to our Shire, putting our name well and truly on the map, and bringing 
business to restaurants, retailers, cafes and hotels to name a few.  

Exciting new events combined with some re-energised established events helped to create a 
buzz around the shire that hasn't been seen for years. 

These events attracted 88,216 visitors to our Shire.  

The events included the Sydney Country Music Festival (6500 attendees), the Sydney Hills 
Christmas Sky Show (12,200 attendees) , the New Year’s Eve Sky Show and Live Site 
(2500), the Shakespeare in the Park series (2764), Convict Footprints (354), the 
International Sand Sculpting Exhibition (53,048), Outdoor Cinema (4850) and Australia Day 
at Bella Vista Farm (6000).  

Sadly, many of these events were hampered by really poor weather, particularly Australia 
Day which endured horrendous rain - however was a great example of an old event that has 
had a complete rejuvenation.  

The International Sand Sculpting Exhibition brought more than 50,000 people to Bella Vista 
Farm Park to see all their favourite Disney and Pixar characters brought to life in sand. 

The Christmas Sky Show really activated Main Street and brought the Christmas Spirit to 
Castle Hill. Parents and grandparents watched on as their children danced under lights to 
carols performed by a variety of local schools and music groups.  

The other very encouraging sign is the extremely high satisfaction rates from each event, 
with all events recording above 90%. Council staff and volunteers surveyed as many 
attendees at events as possible. 

The results are very satisfying and provide a great foundation from which we can not only 
grow and improve our events, but really drive the growth of our local visitor economy.  



I know the high concentration of events around the Christmas and New Year period was a big 
change for many of our staff, so I want to acknowledge and thank them all for putting in the 
extra hours, particularly the Community and Economic Development Team who developed 
and ran all the events, the Place Management team who got the venues ready and looking 
great, and the Marketing and Communications team who promoted them to our community 
and visitors.  

These events required staff to be on hand from before dawn through until after midnight. 
They required a dedication, commitment and drive that goes above and beyond what was 
previously expected, in order to make the Summer Series such an outstanding success.  

Accordingly I move that: 

1. Council acknowledge the outstanding success of the Summer Series of Events 
2. Council acknowledges and thanks our staff for their extraordinary efforts over the 

summer, particularly the Community and Economic Development Team, the Place 
Management Team and the Marketing and Communications Team  

 

 
 
Councillor Andrew Jefferies 
MAYOR 
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