
 
 
 

MAYORAL MINUTE NO. 1/2014 
 

RESTRICTED DOG BREED – “RUBY” 
 

25 FEBRUARY 2014 
 
 

 
Councillors, 

There has been considerable discussion and interest in the future of the dog “Ruby” currently 
impounded by Ku-ring-gai Council.  I am concerned at the misinformation that has circulated 
on this matter and wish to correct the record and ensure that our Council complies with the 
relevant legislation, safeguards the community and that Ruby is also appropriately managed. 
 
The facts of this matter are as follows: 
 

1. The dog was registered by the owner as a Weimaraner/Pitbull Terrier cross at 
Eurobodalla Shire after being found wandering at large. 

 
2. A Pitbull Cross falls within the restricted dog breed criteria under the legislation, and 

this triggered The Hills Shire Council issuing a notice of intention. 
 

3. The owner was given the standard 28 days and granted an extended period to dispute 
this, even though he registered the dog himself. 
 

4. The General Manager from Ku-ring-gai Council has given a commitment to The Hills 
Shire Council’s General Manager Dave Walker that the dog will be looked after until this 
matter is resolved. 
 

5. The Companion Animals Act allows either Council or the General Manager to revoke the 
declaration, which can only then be processed by the Division of Local Government. 
 

6. Whilst this revocation can occur without documentary evidence, Council would be 
unwise to do so based on the registration information. 
 

7. If the current carer (who is not the owner) is prepared to provide in writing a veterinary 
letter to indicate that the dog is not a restricted breed, then the General Manager has 
advised that it would be appropriate to lift the declaration, immediately. 
 

8. A veterinary certificate has been received from Fox Valley Animal Hospital this evening 
confirming that Ruby is in their opinion a Staffordshire Terrier Cross exhibiting the 
behaviour of that breed and not that of a Pitbull Terrier cross. 
 

9. The General Manager has confirmed the restricted breed declaration will be formally 
revoked tomorrow morning and that Ku-ring-gai Council will be advised immediately. 
 

  



 
MOTION 
 
Accordingly I move that: 
 
That the Mayoral Minute be received 

 
 
Councillor Dr Michelle Byrne 
MAYOR 
 
 
 
 


	MAYORAL MINUTE NO. 1/2014

