
 

MAYORAL MINUTE NO. 10/2014 
 

MAYOR’S WINTER SLEEP OUT 
 

26 AUGUST 2014 
 

Councillors, 

On Saturday 23rd August, the inaugural Mayor’s Winter Sleep out took place at Bella Vista Farm. I 
was joined by 79 business and community leaders to rough it outside in the rain and cold to raise 
awareness of homelessness in The Hills, as well as raise funds to help not-for-profit organisations 
that work with the homeless and other disadvantaged groups in our community. 
 
Homelessness in The Hills often goes undetected. It often exists in more subtle forms like people 
‘couch surfing’ or sleeping in their cars. It can happen to people who are unable to return home 
due to domestic violence or substance abuse and find themselves looking for crisis 
accommodation.  
 
According to figures from the ABS, more than 310 people in The Hills Shire classed themselves as 
homeless in the last Census. 
 
On the night of The Mayor’s Winter Sleep Out, we were joined by representatives of three local 
not-for-profit groups including the Community Foundation of North Western Sydney, Hills 
Community Aid Inc and Community Medic.   
 
The Community Foundation of North Western Sydney, through its ‘Bridging the Gap’ program, 
provides crisis accommodation and crisis relief to disadvantaged people in The Hills. Hills 
community Aid Inc provides a range of community based services, programs and activities for 
residents of The Hills Shire and specific services including NIL loans and financial assistance.  
Community Medic also joined us on the evening with their ambassadors, Clr Tony Hay and Clr 
Ray Harty. They shared with us their work on the streets with homeless people, particularly in 
regards to looking after the health of the homeless, as well as their work operating out of The 
Blue House in Parramatta. 
 
I can proudly announce that $40,000 was raised to assist these not-for-profits with their work 
and to assist Hills Community Aid Inc establish a community legal aid centre in The Hills. I look 
forward to seeing the difference the money raised will make to the lives of some of the most 
vulnerable in our community. 
 
I would like to thank a number of local business and organisations for sponsoring the event 
including: Hills Storage for the provision of cardboard boxes; Zeal2U who gave us fresh fruit; Hills 
Leos who provided the BBQ dinner and breakfast; Woolworths who supplied us with much needed 
tea and coffee; Hills Clinic who organised an appearance by the giant Vivid Festival bunny, and 
also Castle Hill Bunnings for providing a heater.  
 
Thank you also to my fellow Councillors - Clrs Thomas, Jefferies, Lowe, Hasledon, Harty and Hay 
for participating - with special mention to Clr Hasledon and Clr Lowe who slept out the entire 
night. 
 
I am grateful for the generosity of our business community - for their overwhelming support of 
this initiative, their participation and their donations and sponsorship. I would also like to thank 



Superintendent Rob Critchlow and the Castle Hill LAC for their ongoing support and commitment 
to The Hills community.  
 
I look forward to next year’s event and hope that even more businesses and community 
members will join us as we tackle the impact of homelessness on our community. 
 
 
Accordingly I move: 
 
MOTION: 
 
The report be received. 
 

 
 
Councillor Dr Michelle Byrne 
MAYOR 
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