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 Reduce • Reuse • Recycle

N e W s L e T T e R

INSIDE
RecycLe RighT

househoLd chemicaL 
cLeaNouT

composT RevoLuTioN
gaRage saLe TRaiL 

Top Tips To go  
pLasTic FRee
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Do you have unwanteD chemIcals 
you neeD to DIspose of?

Hot Load  In a recyclInG 
collectIon trucK

Follow these tips to recycle right at your place:

•	 containerised food and liquid - ensure all containers, bottles and jars 
are completely empty before putting the lid on and placing in the yellow 
lidded recycling bin. you may like to give containers a rinse during the 
warmer months, particularly if they contained dairy as this may help to 
reduce odour.

•	 soiled paper - place soiled paper in your compost bin or into the red 
lidded garbage bin

•	 electrical items - cds, dvds and vhs tapes can be dropped off FREE 
of	charge	at	the	Council	office	or	libraries.	Computers,	computer	
accessories and televisions can be dropped off FREE of charge at the 
sueZ Transfer station - 29 powers Road, seven hills. contact sueZ  
on 1300 651 116 for more information. Fees and charges  
may apply for other items.

For more hints and tips, visit www.thehills.nsw.gov.au 

Recycle 
Right!
Did you know, the three highest contaminat ion 
types in the yel low l idded recycl ing bins in  
2017 were container ised food and l iquid,  soi led 
paper and electr ical  i tems?

The NsW epa in conjunction with local 
councils throughout NsW operate FRee 
household chemical cleanout events. 

The last hills shire event took place on 
saturday 21 april 2018. over 1350 cars 
attended the event, with over 59 tonnes 
of chemicals dropped off. 

the next event is scheduled for 
Saturday 17 and Sunday 18 November 
2018 at Castle Hill Showground.  
Keep up to date via our website www.
thehills.nsw.gov.au

Can’t wait for the next 
event?
drop off your household chemicals FRee 
of charge at another local household 
chemical cleanout event, or at a 
community Recycling centre. These 
centres are operated by the NsW epa in 
conjunction with local councils, and are 
located throughout NsW. 

For details of these centres,  
as well as upcoming household  
chemical cleanout events see  
www.cleanout.com.au 

reCyCling near you
For a directory of disposal options for 
other chemicals such as paint, gas 
bottles and car batteries, check out  
www.recyclingnearyou.com.au

Mayor Dr Michelle 
Byrne
0448 268 140
mayor@thehills.nsw.gov.au

We are so lucky to live in an incredible part of 
the world.
the hills shire is renowned for its luscious 
bushland parks, its expansive water views of 
the hawkesbury river and our family-friendly 
suburbs.
But to make sure our region remains a top 
place to live, grow and raise a family, council 
works together with residents on environmental 
initiatives through its Bushcare volunteer groups, 
community nurseries, and resource recovery and 
sustainability programs.
one of our main environmental goals for 2018 
has been to reduce waste, especially plastics in 
the family home.  see page 4 for some plastic 
free alternatives.  
we’ve also teamed up with the nsw epa and 
compost revolution, to offer residents a 50% 
discount and free delivery on compost bins, 
worm farms and bokashi bins. they are great for 
recycling your organic scraps and cutting your 
rubbish in half.  
you can also get rid of pre-loved items during 
the Garage sale trail, which is back this 
october. the initiative, now in its eighth year, 
promotes community connectedness and 
provides a novel way for residents to declutter, 
reduce waste, make money and fundraise for 
a charity or organisation of their choice. to 
register, visit the Garage sale trail website, 
www.garagesaletrail.com.au.
and in november, the ever-popular chemical 
cleanout event returns to the shire. earlier in 
the year, we had a terrific turnout, with more 
than 59,000 kilograms of chemicals dropped 
off, including paint, oil, car batteries and gas 
cylinders.
more recently, I had the pleasure of visiting 
sherwood ridge public school for their waste 
free lunch Day. I was so glad to see students 
participating in this fantastic initiative that reduces 
waste and promotes environmental sustainability 
and a cleaner hills shire community.
for more information on any of our eco-friendly 
initiatives, visit the hills shire council website, 
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au  . 
I look forward to continuing to work with you to 
create a shire we can all be proud of.
mayor of the hills shire, 
Dr michelle Byrne

Last month, the 
recyclables in a 
council contracted 
collection truck 

caught fire. The driver was 
able to safely eject the 
trucks contents and call 
000. the procedure for a 

fire within the confines 
of the back of the truck 
is to tip the load in a safe 
and open location where 
the fire can be easily 
extinguished. 

these incidents typically 
occur when unacceptable 

items are placed into bins. 

If you’re unsure about  
what items may be placed 
into each of the bins,  
or for information  
about the waste service,  
visit our website  
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au
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whIch 
BIn Do I 
put out?

did you know that 
you	can	find	out	
your bin collection 
day online? 

Click here

https://www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/Services/For-Residents/Waste-Recycling/Check-which-bin-to-put-out
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JoIn the compost revolutIon!

did you know that up to 40% of your red lidded garbage 
bin is food scraps? Recycling food scraps at home through 
composting, worm farming and bokashi fermentation keeps a 
valuable	resource	out	of	landfill,	by	turning	it	into	rich	soil	and	
liquid fertiliser. 

council in partnership with the NsW epa and compost 
Revolution are able to offer residents 50% off RRp off 
compost bin, worm farm or bokashi bin kits to hills residents, 
plus free delivery, when a short online tutorial is completed. 

To purchase your discounted gear and to get started today, 
visit www.compostrevolution.com.au 

households are eligible for a discount on one compost bin kit, 
worm farm kit or bokashi bin kit only. 

recycle 
your fooD 
scraps anD 
cut your 
ruBBIsh  
In half!

This project is a NsW epa Waste Less, Recycle 
more initiative funded from the waste levy

top tips to go  
plastic FREE

Last month we celebrated plastic Free July; 
a challenge designed to raise awareness of 
the issues of single use plastic and encourage 
people to go plastic free for a full month.

disposable, single use plastics are those which 
typically get used once (such as plastic straws 
and cutlery) and are then discarded.  

even though plastic Free July has now 
concluded, the good news is that you can still 
avoid plastic every day of the year! see the 
table below for some alternatives to help you 
avoid and reduce plastic. 

For more alternatives, and to be part of the 
solution, see: www.plasticfreejuly.org

Since	2010,	Council’s	waste	collection	
contractor, cleanaway have been delivering 
the kNow Waste education program to child 
care centres, primary schools and high schools 
across The hills. This state wide program 
commenced in 2005, and has seen thousands 
of children participate in interactive incursions 
focused on sustainable waste management.

on 10 august, 2018, a milestone achievement 
was celebrated; cleanaway educated their 
200,000th student in NsW at castle hill 
preschool! The celebration included the 
children participating in the incursion followed 
by a visit from a waste collection truck.  
This rare opportunity was very exciting for the 
children who climbed into the truck and had 
their photo taken.

The kNow Waste education program is 
available	FREE	of	charge.	If	you’re	a	school	
teacher in The hills, and would like to book in 

a session for your centre or school, contact the 
Resource	Recovery	Education	Officer	on	 
9843 0505.

school eDucatIon  
mIlestone celeBratIon!

PLaStiC itEm PLaStiC FREE aLtERNativE
plastic shopping bag Reusable cloth bag or cardboard box

Takeaway coffee cup Take time out and enjoy your coffee at a café or bring along 
your own reusable cup with a lid

plastic cutlery dine in, or keep reusable cutlery such as bamboo with you

plastic straws drink straight from the glass or keep a metal straw with you. 

plastic drink bottle Reusable drink bottle 

www.compostrevolution.com.au

CUT YOUR

IN HALF

Call The Hills Shire Council 
on 9843 0555 for more information. 
Households are eligible for a discount on one 
compost bin, worm farm or bokashi bin kit only.

This project is a 
NSW EPA Waste 
Less, Recycle More 
initiative funded from 
the waste levy

a compost bin, worm 
farm or bokashi bin

+ FREE delivery
*RRP
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speaKInG 4 the planet NEW! text messaGe remInDer  
for householD KerBsIDe clean-up  
collectIon servIce

what’s on up to Date
Speaking 4 the Planet  
Thursday 30 august 2018 

garage Sale trail 
saturday 20 and  
sunday 21 october 2018

Household Chemical Cleanout  
saturday 17 and sunday  
18 November 2018

on Saturday 20 and Sunday 21 
october 2018, australians from 
across the nation can host a garage 
sale or car boot sale on the one 
weekend!

The event will provide opportunity 
to reduce waste and give second 
hand goodies a new home. 
savvy shoppers will also have the 
opportunity to pick up some treasure 
and snap up a bargain!

Registrations opened on Friday  
10	August	2018.	To	find	out	more,	
visit www.garagesaletrail.com.au 

Keep up to date with all Resource 
Recovery programs and join the 
mailing list. Contact Council on 
9843 0555 for more information.

do you have bulky household 
waste to dispose of? 

if you need to book in a 
household kerbside clean-up 
collection for your property, 
and you provide a mobile 
phone number at the time 
of booking, you will receive 

an automated text message 
reminder the day before your 
clean-up date. 

For more information  
or to book, call the  
Waste Hotline on  
1800 623 895, or see  
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au

reGIonal  
lItter  
awareness 
campaIGn
Recently, we participated in 
a regional litter awareness 
campaign alongside a 
number of local councils. 
The region was successful 
in securing grant funding 
through the NsW epa in 
an effort to reduce cigarette 
butt litter. 

you may have seen a new 
cigarette butt pole installed 
in dural mall, or street 
performers around the area 
as part of the campaign.  
Be sure to check it out 
when you visit next. 

WaStE FREE LuNCH day 
to celeBrate worlD envIronment Day, a numBer of schools across the 
hIlls partIcIpateD In the waste free lunch Day on weDnesDay 6 June.  

World Environment 
day Celebration

are you a 
teacher In  
the hIlls?
The annual speaking 4 the 
planet event is scheduled for 
Thursday 30 august 2018. 
This event is aimed at local 
high schools and provides 
students with the opportunity 
to speak on behalf of the 
planet about environmental 
issues. The 2018 theme is 

‘Beat	Plastic	Pollution’,	and	
the event includes three 
sections: prepared speech, 
impromptu speech and 
impromptu drama. 

It’s FREE to participate! 
schools who register will 
receive a free resource kit. 
To register, or learn more 
about the program, contact 
the Resource Recovery 
Education	Officer	on	 
9843 0505. 

GaraGe sale traIl
the annual GaraGe sale traIl 
event Is BacK for another year! 

The Waste Free Lunch day 
provided students with the 
opportunity to learn about 
actions they can take to 
reduce waste. students 
and staff from 15 schools 
participated in the event, and 
packed delicious lunches that 
were free from single use 
packaging. 

you can participate in the 
Waste Free Lunch day any 
time in the year, and pack 
a lunch which is waste free! 
Remember everything in 
a waste-free lunch can be 
eaten, reused, recycled or 
composted-	there’s	nothing	

left to throw out!

a number of schools 
participated in the Waste 
Free Lunch  day poster 
competition. students 
created posters which were 
not only works of art, but also 
conveyed a strong message. 
congratulations to the winners:

Stage one:	St	Madeleine’s	
primary school
Stage two:	St	Madeleine’s	
primary school
Stage three: sherwood 
Ridge public school 
Winning schools have been 
awarded a free compost bin 
and worm farm.
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