
Applications for the 2022/23 Community Grants Program 
will open on 1 August 2022. Online applications will be 
available on The Hills Shire Council’s website from  
1 August 2022.
The annual Community Grants Program provides funding 
between $1000 and $15,000 to projects which fall within 
four main priority areas, including:
●	 Events	that	connect	the	community;
●	 Domestic	violence	prevention	and	recovery;
●	 Mental	health	and	suicide	prevention;	and
●	 Community	participation	opportunities.
Applicants must be local to The Hills Shire LGA and 
provide community service/s or program/s for the local 
community. For more information, including attending 
one of Council’s Information and Application Training 
Sessions (28 July/1 August), visit The Hills Shire 
Council’s website and search “Grant”.

From 1 July 2022, The Hills Shire Council will no 
longer accept payments by cash or by cheque at our 
administration centre and other facilities, including 
libraries.
Council does not charge merchant fees so customers will 
not be penalised if they pay with a credit card. For those 
that prefer to pay by cash or cheque, you can still pay 
your	Rates	at	any	Australia	Post	office.
For more information and payment options please 
visit The Hills Shire Council’s website and search for 
‘cashless’.

War Memorial Upgrade at Balcombe Heights Estate
The	War	Memorial	at	Balcombe	Heights	Estate	was	 
re-opened to the public on Wednesday, 29 June.
The memorial, which pays tribute to the men who 
attended	the	former	Masonic	School	at	the	Estate	 
and	then	went	onto	fight	in	the	Second	World	War	 
and	in	the	Vietnam	conflict,	was	upgraded	after	Council	
successfully secured approximately $200,000 under the 
Australian Government’s Local Roads and Community 
Infrastructure (LRCI) Program.

The project involved a complete refurbishment of 
the	Memorial,	while	also	retaining	the	original	central	
monument	and	the	flagpole,	which	is	located	opposite	
the	former	Masonic	School	building.	

2022/23 Community Grants Program

Council is going ‘Cashless’

Making a Submission to Council?
Any person may make a submission to Council. 
Submissions which obtain objections must be 
specific	in	their	content.	Council’s	preferred	method	of	
receiving submissions is via Council’s website through 
each exhibition’s online submission form. To view 
current exhibitions, search for ‘Have Your Say.’

Council Meetings
Tuesday 12 July 2022 – 7pm. 
For more information, visit www.thehills.nsw.gov.au 
and	search	for	‘2022	Meeting	Agendas	and	Minutes.’

A	new	playground	has	been	planned	at	Bella	Vista	
Farm,	located	within	the	vicinity	of	the	BBQ	and	
amenities area.
The new playground will feature a variety of 
equipment such as rope climbs, a spiral slide,  
and a whirly-go-round to name a few.
The	project	is	funded	by	the	Department	 
of	Planning,	Industry	and	Environment’s	
NSW Public Spaces Legacy Program – 
initiated by the department to allow for  
faster delivery of ‘legacy’ planning 
proposals. 
To stay updated, visit The Hills Shire Council’s website 
and	search	for	“Bella	Vista	Farm	Playground”.

Samantha	Riley	Drive	Reserve	construction	has	
commenced which will include a range of features 
and amenities. 
As part of the project, a new roundabout entry to  
the reserve will be constructed at the intersection  
of	Goodison	Street	and	Stamford	Bridge	Avenue.	
Completion is scheduled for August 2023 (weather 
permitting). For more information and to stay 
updated, visit The Hills Shire Council’s website  
and	search	for	“Samantha	Riley	Drive	Reserve”.

Park Project – New Playground at 
Bella Vista Farm

Park Project – Samantha Riley Drive 
Reserve

Celebrate NAIDOC Week  
in The Hills Shire 
Celebrate the history and culture of  
our First Nations people during 
NAIDOC	Week.
Activities and events will be in full swing across  
The	Hills	Shire	during	the	first	week	of	July	(from	July	
3 -10), including a special performance for children (in 
Kindergarten	to	Year	6)	by	solo	artist	Majeda	Beatty	 
at Castle Hill Library on Friday, July 8. 
Majeda,	a	Sydney-based	singer,	actress	and	dancer,	
and a proud Wuthathi woman, will share her culture with 
attendees through song, dance, stories and language. 
Council’s childcare centres will also run a series of 
educational activities, with one centre looking to plant  
a bush tucker garden.
See the full list of events and activities on Council’s 
website and at www.naidoc.org.au. 

The Pioneer Theatre, located at Castle Hill Cultural 
Centre (Level 1, 12-14 Pennant Street, Castle Hill) has 
a new website. Visit pioneertheatre.com.au or Google 
“Pioneer Theatre” to see what’s on, past productions, 
and information about the theatre.

Pioneer Theatre – New Website!
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