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The aquatic centre offers two world-class outdoor 50m 
and 25m swimming pools, an indoor 25 metre lap  
pool, a program pool, cute toddler pool and adjacent 

‘lagoon-style’ leisure pool with fun fountains.

Play all day in the lifeguard-supervised outdoor water play 
splash pad with an exciting range of soakers, sprayers, 
climbers and water slides, then relax in a cabana by the pool 
next to the playground and exercise station.   

Refuel with great coffee, breakfast favourites, healthy wraps, 
burgers, hot chips and sweet treats at the Waves Café, open 
from 7am on weekdays and 7.30am weekends, where you 
can sit indoors and watch all the action or enjoy the serenity of 
the outdoor seating area amongst the palm trees.

Adults can chill out in the spa, sauna and steam rooms after a 
workout in the fitness centre.

Summer is a great time to learn to swim, with ‘swim and 
survive’ classes operating six days per week and school 
holiday intensives coming in 2023.

Enjoy summer fun this year by taking a Waves Fitness 
Membership (all areas access), Aquatic Membership (swim, 
spa, sauna and steam areas), Swimming Membership 
(swimming pools and splash pad), multi-visit passes or casual 
visits.

Membership details and more information can be found at 
www.wavesfitnessandaquatic.com.au or by following 
Waves on social media.

LOOKING FOR SUMMER 
FUN CLOSE TO HOME?
WAVES FITNESS AND 
AQUATIC CENTRE HAS  
PLENTY OF COOL 
THINGS TO DO ON LONG 
HOT SUMMER DAYS.

MAKE  
FITNESS  
A PRIORITY 
THIS  
SUMMER 

Interested in improving your fitness this 
summer? Did you know that Waves 
Fitness and Aquatic Centre offers group 
fitness classes throughout the day to 
suit your needs and fitness level?

Motivating and inspiring instructors, 
energetic music and the fun and support 
of a group atmosphere makes training 
easy. Choose from Body Pump, Pilates, 
Boxing, Cycle, Body Combat, Yoga and 
more.

Waves also offers Aqua Aerobics, 
putting less stress on your joints and 
muscles, while building strength.

Classes run for either 45 or 60 minutes 
and are capped to ensure your comfort. 
Group fitness is very popular and 
currently morning sessions from 9.30am 
to 11am offer the best availability.

There’s no joining fee on memberships 
and 10 and 20-class passes are 
available.

Visit www.wavesfitnessandaquatic.
com.au or call us on 8848 6789 to book 
your first class! 

SUMMER FUN AT
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Do you know a dedicated local or community group that deserves to be 
recognised for the work they do? Make sure you nominate them for the 
2023 Australia Day Awards. 

The Hills Shire Council Australia Day Awards celebrate ordinary 
Australians making extraordinary contributions to their community. 

 
 

Applications can be made by visiting www.thehills.nsw.gov.au and 
searching for ‘Australia Day Awards.’ Nominations close Sunday 4 
December 2022. Nominees must be residents of the Hills Shire local 
government area. The winners of each category will be presented at an 
Australia Day Awards ceremony in 2023.

NOMINATE YOUR LOCAL HERO FOR  
THE 2023 AUSTRALIA DAY AWARDS

Does your child love Christmas? 
Enjoy an interactive, fun-filled Christmas 
Storytime with Australian children’s 
entertainer Emily Who! 
This special show is packed full of 
Christmas songs, stories, plenty of 
dancing and Christmas cheer. What 
better way to celebrate the festive 
season?
Emily has three albums and is also 
an actor who regularly performs in 
Australian television and theatre.
The show is suitable for children 
2-5 years old. All children must be 
accompanied by a paying adult - 
children under the age of two on laps 
are FREE.
Cost | $11pp | Bookings essential via 
The Hills Shire Library Service online at 
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/library

WITH STORYTIME AND SONGS!

AT THE FARM

Fireworks, fun and a fantastic line-up of 
entertainment – celebrate what’s great at Bella 
Vista Farm this Australia Day!

One of the great voices of Australian music, Kate 
Ceberano, is headlining with legendary songs 
from her 28 albums.

Jellybean Jam will deliver hits of yesteryear 
and current chart busters with a taste of disco, 
retro, funk, rock, pop and dance. Dauntless 
Movement Crew will dazzle with jaw dropping 
acrobatics, fire breathing and parkour. And 
see Bluey and her little sister Bingo! Get ready 
to play Magic Asparagus, Magic Xylophone, 
Keepy Uppy and more.

Bring a picnic or grab a tasty treat from a food 
truck and celebrate our national day in the 
beautiful heritage location of Bella Vista Farm.

Entry is FREE and parking is available onsite. 
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au Facebook/Instagram: 
Sydney Hills Events or Bella Vista Farm

Australia Day Awards will be awarded in the following categories: 
• Young Citizen of the Year (24 years and under)
• Citizen of the Year (25 years - 65 years)
• Senior Citizen of the Year (over 65 years)
• Environmental Citizen of the Year
• Community Group of the Year

BLUEY TM and BLUEY character logos TM & © Ludo Studio Pty Ltd 2018

KATE CEBERANO 
AUSSIE MUSIC ICON!

BLUEY LIVE INTERACTIVE  
EXPERIENCE, SEE BLUEY AND BINGO!

Jellybean Jam, Dance hits!
Dauntless Movement Crew,  
Daring feats!

4pm to 9pm
at Bella Vista Farm,  

Elizabeth Macarthur 
Drive, Bella Vista 
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There are a number of ways to get 
involved in our community. From 
engaging directly with matters that 
shape our community’s future to 
volunteering and participating in 
community events.

Part of the Council’s everyday 
operations involves Community 
Engagement. That is, keeping the 
community informed and in some areas 
providing them with the opportunity to 
participate and engage in the process. 
It provides the community with the 
power to help shape their future. The 
Hills Shire Council recognises this 
importance and how the community 
has the right to participate and be 
engaged in making decisions that affect 
their future.

Currently, Council engages the 

community in a number of ways. 
The most prevalent is Council’s 
Have Your Say section on the 
website, where public exhibitions are 
advertised typically for a period of 28 
days, enabling residents to make a 
submission with their thoughts and 
feedback. The same opportunity is 
given to residents within the vicinity of a 
development proposal, where they have 
a chance to make a formal submission 
during the notification period. Residents 
are typically notified via letters and signs 
at the development site. 

Another way to get involved with our 
community is by becoming a volunteer. 
One in five Hills residents are volunteers 
who play a critical role in helping 
Council provide important services 
to the community while forming new 
friendships and learning new skills. The 

Hills Shire Council proudly supports 
volunteers by providing access to 
free training courses including CPR, 
Safety Awareness, First Aid and more . 
Volunteering opportunities range from 
youth, to aged and disability services, 
events, and environment. Residents 
may also volunteer on one of Council’s 
Advisory Committees for Council’s 
facilities and reserves.

You can also get involved with 
your community by participating in 
community events, such as the annual 
Orange Blossom Festival, participating 
in Community Environment Centre 
workshops or joining a leisure group at 
the library.

Find out more on Council’s website by 
searching for ‘Volunteers’, ‘Have Your 
Say’ or ‘What’s On’.

For those long summer holiday drives, why not download an audio book from the many titles available for the whole 
family? Create your perfect summer reading list by visiting any of the four Hills Shire libraries or borrowing online at 
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/library

Hot Summer Reads
TOO HOT TO GO OUTDOORS? WHY NOT CHILL THIS SUMMER WITH A COOL  
RECOMMENDED READING LIST CURATED BY OUR OWN HILLS SHIRE LIBRARIANS!

Get involved in 
your community

 ADULT TITLES

Fiction

Before you knew my name – Jacqueline Bublitz

Shrines of Gaiety – Kate Atkinson

This all come back now – Mykaela Saunders

Bad Actors – Mick Herron

Five bush weddings – Clare Fletcher

 
Non-fiction

Ultimate cycling trips Australia – Andrew Bain

Big things grow: a memoir of teaching on Country in 
Wilcannia – Sarah Donnelley

How to plant a room and grow a happy home – 
Morgan Doane and Erin Harding

Sister girl - Jackie Huggins

Around the table: delicious food for everyday – Julia 
Busuttil Nishimura 

 KIDS TITLES

Fiction

156 storey-treehouse – Andy Griffiths

Do not open this book for eternity – Andy Lee

Tennis Rush (Little Ash) – Ash Barty  
and Jasmin McGaughey

Monster Escape (Diary of a Roblox pro) – Ari Avatar

The Big Race – Dot West and Tony Thorne
 
Non-fiction

Amazing night sky atlas – Nancy Dickmann

Chess for beginners – Michael Basman

Junior atlas of Indigenous Australia  
– Bill Arthur and Victoria Morgan

Roblox annual 2023 – Daniel Lipscombe

You don’t have to be loud: a quiet kid’s guide to  
being heard – Ben Brooks



8   I   T H E  H I L L S  S H I R E  C O U N C I L H I L L S  F O C U S   I   9

OPEN FOR PLAY
The Hills’ newest sporting 
complex, Balmoral Road 
Reserve, is now open for 
play. The reserve caters for 
a number of sports including 
tennis and multi-use ball 
courts, as well as multi-
purpose fields, which can 
be used for AFL, soccer and 
cricket.

Three buildings onsite serve 
different fields and the tennis 
courts. The central building 
includes a club room, 
storeroom and public toilets.

A playground and picnic 
tables have been included as 
well as a 245-space car park. 
Shared pedestrian/cycling 
paths with lighting loop 
around the reserve and link 
to the bigger Greenway cycle 
link between Bella Vista Farm 
and Rouse Hill Town Centre.   

The construction of 
Balmoral Road Reserve 
was accelerated due to a 
funding boost from the NSW 
Government’s Accelerated 
Infrastructure Fund (AIF).

 
UNDER 
CONSTRUCTION

Brindle Parkway Reserve, 
Box Hill

Brindle Parkway Reserve, 
Box Hill’s first sports field 
built by Council, is a new 
5.3-hectare $8.8 million 
sporting complex will be 
located on the eastern side of 
Terry Road between George 
Street and Cart Street.

The complex will feature two 
rectangular playing fields 
and a cricket wicket, a local 
playground with shade trees 
and a picnic shelter and 

shared cycling and walking 
pathways.

Construction is expected to 
begin in late 2022 with bulk 
earthworks, field irrigation 
and drainage works, tree 
and landscape planting and 
the installation of sports field 
lighting.

The Brindle Parkway 
Reserve Masterplan is 
available to view on Council’s 
website.

Samantha Riley Drive 
Reserve, North Kellyville
Construction of Samantha 
Riley Drive Reserve has 
begun with bulk earthworks 
underway. 

The new reserve will include:

• Four multi-purpose 
rectangular turf sports 
fields that can also be 

reconfigured into two 
ovals

• Amenities building 
with accessible toilets, 
change rooms and kiosk

• Onsite carpark with 200 
spaces

• Local playground with 
picnic facilities

• Shared cycling and 
walking paths

• Half-court basketball
• Cricket nets
As part of the project a new 
roundabout entry to the 
reserve will be constructed at 
the intersection of Goodison 
Street and Stamford Bridge 
Avenue. The reserve is 
scheduled for completion in 
August 2023.  To discover 
what’s being built in The 
Hills, visit Council’s website 
and search for ‘Council 
Works and Projects’.

New sports   
fields

ILLUMINATE 
THE HILLS 
IN THE ROSE 
GARDEN
Don’t miss ‘Illuminate The Hills’ each evening 
at the newly refurbished Roxborough Park 
Rose Garden from 15 to 27 December.

Stop and smell the roses as you wander 
through twinkling fairy lights, fun Christmas 
installations and a nativity scene.

The rose garden can be found on Roxborough 
Park Road Baulkham Hills, next to Waves 
Fitness and Aquatic Centre.

at at

Picnics at Bella Vista Farm will be even better with 
the opening of a new playground just in time for 
summer holidays! 

Located outside of the historic Farm gates near the 
barbecues and amenities, the playground features 
a tower with a spiral slide, a junior curved slide, 
rope climbs, a whirly-go-round, an infant and strap 
swing set and a bird’s nest swing.

The pathways looping around The Farm have also 
been enhanced, creating improved cycling, dog 
walking and strolling opportunities. On the first 
Sunday of each month, the Friends of Bella Vista 
Farm hold an Open Day, where visitors can explore 
the areas inside the fence, and take a tour of the 
homestead.

The new playground was funded by the 
Department of Planning, Industry and 
Environment’s NSW Public Spaces Legacy 
Program and you can find Bella Vista Farm 
on Elizabeth Macarthur Drive, just off Norwest 
Boulevard, Bella Vista. 

Why not follow Bella Vista Farm on Facebook?

PLAY AT THE FARM
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STEP BACK  
IN TIME...

Castle Hill township 1958

Run by volunteers, these free guided 
tours allow visitors to view and explore 
the family history of the 1856 home.
Clive Roughley, the final resident at 
the house, bequeathed the property to 
Council before his death in 2002 so it 
would permanently remain open for the 
community.
The second cousin of Clive Roughley, 
Max Roughley, is Council’s longest 
serving volunteer at The Pines, 
having recently celebrated his 40-year 
volunteer anniversary.
“I’m looking forward to reconducting 
guided tours of Roughley House, our 
historic home, and sharing our family's 

history,” Mr Roughley said.
“I am especially looking forward to visitors 
who are family members (9th generation 
children) who will once again have the 
opportunity to visit this old house.”
Freshly baked goodies, tea and coffee 
are also available on-site for large, 
guided tour bookings.
Guided tours will also make a return for 
patrons of Jazz at the Pines, live jazz 
events run by The Rotary Club of The 
Hills-Kellyville, held during the warmer 
months under the beautiful pine trees of 
Roughley House.
President of The Rotary Club of The 
Hills-Kellyville, Ian Pascoe said Jazz at 

The Pines had been entertaining visitors 
from far and wide for more than 20 years. 
"Jazz at the Pines is one of the best 
ways to spend a Sunday afternoon with 
family and friends and lapping up good 
music, food and views of the historic 
venue," Mr Pascoe said. 
Residents and visitors looking to 
experience the living history of colonial 
life are encouraged to book online at 
jazzatthepines.org.au.
Are you interested in becoming  
a volunteer? Opportunities are  
available on Council’s website, visit 
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au and search 
for ‘volunteering’.

FREE GUIDED TOURS AND JAZZ 
RETURN TO ROUGHLEY HOUSE
RESIDENTS AND VISITORS CAN EXPERIENCE HISTORIC TOURS OF ROUGHLEY 
HOUSE IN DURAL ONCE AGAIN, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS ‘THE PINES’.

2023 Jazz at The Pines

19 March Geoff Power Jazz Band

16 April Zenith Jazz Sextet

21 May  Peter Johnson’s Riverside 
Jazz Band

MAYOR, DR PETER GANGEMI
0419 429 095
mayor.gangemi@thehills.nsw.gov.au

December 23 marks one year of 
the new term of Council and my first 
year as popularly elected Mayor.

It’s been an incredibly busy and 
rewarding time and I have ensured 
this Council focusses on delivering 
infrastructure for new release areas 
like North Kellyville and Box Hill. 
Council has allocated additional 
budget and staff to deliver projects 
faster, such as the first sports 
fields in Box Hill at Brindle Parkway 
Reserve.

This year we have opened new 
parks at Hannaford Avenue 
Reserve in Box Hill and McMillian 
Circuit Reserve in North Kellyville 
as well as several new playgrounds 
across the shire at Bella Vista 
Farm, Ted Pike Reserve, O’Regan 
Reserve and A.C Charlie Moore 
Reserve. We have also completed 
the Hezlett Road project and 
started construction on the 
upcoming Samantha Riley Drive 
Reserve Sports Fields.  

It was a privilege to open the 
Waves Fitness and Aquatic Centre 
for the community in September. 
Waves is Council’s largest ever 
project and features a FINA 
standard 50m pool, the largest 
gymnasium in the shire, three 
additional pools, a splash pad and 
a café. It has been such a joy to 
see Hills families flock to the facility 
and I am certain Waves will be an 
incredibly popular destination for 
residents for decades to come. I 
would particularly like to thank our 
Councillors and Executive team for 
their decision-making and oversight 
of the project as well as all of our 
residents for their support.   

September also marked the 50th 
anniversary of the Roxborough 
Park Rose Garden with stage one 
of refurbishment works reopening 
to the community. This year for 
the first time, our ‘Hills Illuminate’ 
Christmas event will light up the 

rose garden creating a sparkling 
place for people to walk, reflect and 
enjoy the Christmas season.

Council has worked hard this 
year to continue our leadership 
in the Environmental space. The 
Waves facility features state of the 
art environmental features and 
Council continued to roll out its 
LED lighting program, with now 
50% of the shire’s street lights 
featuring energy efficient lighting. 
We have installed electric vehicle 
charging stations at Waves and at 
Council’s administration building 
for public and staff use. Council 
has also opened the Community 
Environment Centre in Annangrove 
for a second day per week and 
staff are investigating the feasibility 
of running a Community Recycling 
Centre in The Hills.

Council continues to strengthen its 
ties to the indigenous community, 
a process that began with the 
adoption of a mayoral minute at 
our first meeting for the term in 
January. We also were proud to 
celebrate the inspiring contributions 
of local women through The Hills 
International Women’s Day awards.

It has been a very tough year for 
many in our Shire hit by numerous 
floods, and Council has continued 
to provide assistance to impacted 
residents and businesses. We 
have also advocated on the 
national stage for the raising of 
Warragamba Dam wall to provide 
greater flood mitigation to those 
that need it. This Christmas, with a 
third consecutive La Nina forecast, 
please keep our riverside residents 
in your thoughts and prayers.  

I’d like to thank each of you for 
your support this year. Have a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year, and I look forward to another 
exciting and productive year ahead 
as Mayor.

C O U N C I L L O R S  C O M M E N T S

The Hills Shire is currently one of the fastest-
growing Local Government Areas (LGAs) in 
Sydney; particularly with the arrival of the Box 
Hill and North Kellyville Growth Centres, planned 
as part of the NSW Government’s North West 
Priority Growth Area. 
A large part of The Hills Shire Council area 
occupies the Dharug Country. The Dharug were 
the inland Aboriginal Peoples of the Sydney 
hinterland, making use of both the rich diversity 
of the Hawkesbury River food supplies and the 
land animals and plants of the adjacent valleys 
and hills.
It is believed that Governor Phillip and a support 
party were the first white visitors to The Hills 
sometime between 1788-1791, with the intention 
to find new land for settlement and farming. 
In 1794, Hawkesbury Road (now Old Windsor 
Road) was developed from Toongabbie 
Government Farm to the Hawkesbury River. The 
arterial roads such as Wisemans Ferry Road 
and later, Pennant Hills Road to the east were 
constructed in conjunction with the initial land 
grants in the area. 
Many of the roads were constructed by convict 
labour, including the Great North Road, which 
generally follows the current line of Old Northern 
Road today. 
The first land grant in 1794 was granted to 
William Joyce (a pardoned convict) at Baulkham 
Hills. The first free settler at Castle Hill was a 
Frenchman of noble birth, Verincourt De Clambe, 
who fled France due to the revolution and was 
granted 100 acres in 1802. De Clambe Drive 
adjacent to Showground Metro station is named 
after him.
From the 1950s, agriculture declined in The Hills 
as urban development extended northward. In 
September 1969, the Orange Blossom Festival 
commenced as an annual event recognising the 
Shire’s agricultural history. 
More information on the history of The Hills Shire 
can be obtained from The Hills Shire Council’s 
website or via the local studies team at The Hills 
Shire Council’s Libraries.
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C O U N C I L L O R S  C O M M E N T S C O U N C I L L O R S  C O M M E N T S

CLR MARK HODGES 
DEPUTY MAYOR 
CENTRAL WARD
0400 492 842
clr.hodges@thehills.nsw.gov.au

CLR JESSICA BRAZIER 
CENTRAL WARD
0400 460 504
clr.brazier@thehills.nsw.gov.au

CLR TONY HAY OAM 
CENTRAL WARD
0414 482 000
clr.tonyhay@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Information about Councillors, Council 
meetings and latest news can be found on 
Council’s website www.thehills.nsw.gov.au.

2022 has been a year of celebrations 
within The Hills. Many of the events which 
had been postponed or cancelled over 
the past two years have recommenced, 
including the successful Lights, Beats and 
Eats celebration for the Orange Blossom 
Festival. We hope that the warm weather 
continues to bring the local community 
together to celebrate the wonderful place 
that we call home. On 23rd September, 
stage 1 of the Roxborough Park Rose 
Garden was reopened to the public – 50 
years to the day after the garden was 
originally opened by Senator Bob Cotton. 

With over 4000 roses of 80 different 
species, the rose garden is one of the 
largest in Sydney and is a very special 
place in The Hills. In the past it has been 
a sought after location for weddings 
and events, including the very first 
performance of A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream by Sport of Jove Theatre. Some of 
the roses on display include the Australian 
Bi-Centennial Rose, The Hills Centenary 
Rose and the Olympic Gold Rose.

The land was originally purchased by 
Scottish immigrants Andrew and Elizabeth 
McDougall in 1799 and had many uses 
before being acquired by Council for use 
as a park in 1972. The original concept 
design for the garden was prepared by 
the Senior Landscape Designer of the 
Royal Botanic Gardens and the recent 
refurbishment and rejuvenation of the 
garden has ensured that the garden can 
continue to be loved by generations to 
come. The Rose Garden is located at 
Alfred Henry Whaling Memorial Reserve, 
next door to the new Waves Fitness and 
Aquatic Centre so I’d encourage anyone 
who is visiting these new fitness and 
aquatic facilities to take some extra time to 
stop and smell the roses.

 

CLR RYAN TRACEY 
EAST WARD
0419 429 217
clr.tracey@thehills.nsw.gov.au

CLR JEROME COX 
EAST WARD
0400 499 157
clr.cox@thehills.nsw.gov.au

I’m pleased that as a result of a notice 
of motion put forward by myself and Clr 
Boneham, Council will prepare a report on 
the feasibility of, and potential locations for, 
a Community Recycling Centre (CRC) as 
a permanent drop-off centre for household 
wastes that cannot be collected via 
kerbside waste and recycling collection 
services.
This includes items such as paint, gas 
bottles, fire extinguishers, motor oils, car 
batteries, household batteries, smoke 
detectors and fluorescent globes and 
tubes. There is significant community 
interest in having a permanent recycling 
centre and I am happy that Council is 
looking into the feasibility of achieving this.
You can learn more about CRCs by 
visitingwww.epa.nsw.gov.au and search 
for Community Recycling Centres.
I want to wish all the Hills Residents a very 
Merry Christmas a happy new year.
Please feel free to contact me if you have 
any Council related issues to discuss.

CLR REENA JETHI 
EAST WARD
0412 341 161
clr.jethi@thehills.nsw.gov.au

CLR MITCHELL BLUE 
NORTH WARD
0400 449 324
clr.blue@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Flooding in the Hawkesbury 
As a Council we continue to clean up, 
restore and rebuild following the flood in 
March, July and the smaller flood again 
in early October. I am glad to see many 
of the roads damaged by floods are 
currently being rehabilitated, with more to 
follow. I will continue to work closely with 
residents to resolve issues experienced 
during and after the flood. After events 
such as these, it is important to check 
the mental health of yourself and that of 
others; ask your friends, neighbours and 
family – R U OK? 
 
Road Conditions
It seems the wet weather is here to stay 
for a little while longer. The roads in the 
Shire suffer significantly with prolonged 
periods of rain and unfortunately as 
residents have seen, this has meant an 
increase in potholes. Council staff and 
contractors are doing their very best to 
carry out emergency repairs until such 
time that the rain stops, the ground dries 
and heavy patching can occur. Please 
continue to report potholes via Council’s 
website. 
 
Waves
In early September, Council officially 
opened Waves Fitness and Aquatic 
Centre at Baulkham Hills. This is a 
fantastic facility featuring a 10 lane - 
50m Olympic standard pool, program 
pools, learn to swim pools, a 1000m2 
gymnasium, and a cafe. The facility 
is already seeing great use and I 
encourage all residents to stop by and 
check it out. As the weather warms and 

OPENING OF WAVES
As many of our residents are now aware, 
Waves Fitness and Aquatic Centre 
officially opened with a public open day on 
3 September 2022. The public open day 
was attended by many families. 

It was particularly wonderful to see so 
many children enjoying the splash pool 
and the water activities within the centre. 
My wife and I are now members, and we 
regularly attend the centre. 

I have noticed an ever-increasing number 
of families visiting the centre and enjoying 
the pools, the gym and the children’s 
activities. I encourage our residents to visit 
Waves and see for themselves what the 
centre has to offer. 

Award Ceremonies
Over the past few months, I have been 
fortunate to attended awards presentation 
nights including events for Kellyville 
Kolts Soccer Club, Hills United Soccer 
Club, and the Baulkham Hills Netball 
Association. The presentation nights are 
an important part of the sporting calendar 
for our clubs. 

I extend my personal congratulations to 
all sporting clubs within our shire and in 
particular I extend my appreciation to the 
volunteer administrators, coaches and 
managers who volunteer their time to our 
sporting clubs. 

The volunteers who staff the canteens, 
barbeques, setting up fields and 
otherwise administering clubs deserve 
our appreciation for the time they spend. 
Apart from sporting clubs, the Castle Hill 
Rotary Club held the annual Excellence in 
Policing Awards on 28 September 2022.  

Congratulations to Detective Chief 
Inspector Christopher Laird for being 
awarded Police Officer of the Year. 

I express my appreciation on behalf of 
The Hills Shire Council to Castle Hill Rotary 
for conducting the Excellence in Policing 
Awards. Lastly, I thank all our police and 
public servants who work at the Hills 
Police Command for their service to our 
community over the past year. 

Thank You
This year marks ten years since I was first 
elected to The Hills Shire Council. It is the 
honour of a lifetime to represent and serve 
the community I was born and grew up in. 
One of the achievements on Council thus 
far was supporting the redevelopment of 
Waves Fitness and Aquatic Centre, and in 
September delivering this state-of-the-art 
facility to our community - a facility that will 
be in place to serve generations to come.
 
Roxborough Park Rose Garden  
re-opens
I was honoured to attend the official 
re-opening of the upgraded Roxborough 
Park Rose Garden. The garden is 
currently undergoing refurbishment, 
and stage one of the works was recently 
completed and involved the instalment 
of new rose arbour, main staircase, 
concrete pathways, steel edging, seating 
and a feature sandstone area. 
It is one of the largest rose gardens 
of its kind in Sydney. Visitors can find 
Roxborough Park Rose Garden and 
Waves Fitness and Aquatic Centre at the 
corner of Roxborough Park Road and 
Mileham Avenue in Baulkham Hills.

Summer is a fantastic time of year in 
The Hills. We have so much to do during 
the warmer months – including walks 
through our beautiful bushlands, picnics 
in our parks and fun at our playgrounds. 
Bella Vista Farm is a special place where 
families can enjoy a barbecue or picnic 
in the peaceful, historic grounds. Now, 
children can play on the newly built 
adventure playground, made possible 
thanks to a grant from the NSW Public 
Spaces Legacy Program. 

Bella Vista Farm is also the place where 
we host Australia Day, and in January 
we have a great line-up of entertainment, 
activities and fireworks to help you 
celebrate our national day. We are also 
encouraging residents to nominate 
someone for the Australia Day Awards. 
These awards recognise local people 
and groups for the work they do to help 
our community, and I encourage you to 

A wonderful Orange Blossom Festival
This Orange Blossom Festival was held 
with events in many parts of our Shire. 
The Lights, Beats and Sweets event held 
at Arthur Whitling Park was attended by 
large crowds on each night. I personally 
attended Lights, Beats and Sweets on 
each night and I spoke to many of our 
residents who all agreed that the event 
was a success. 

I want to thank Council Events Team for 
their work to organise and run the event.

The Orange Blossom Festival also 
provides the opportunity for many other 
important events including the Bonsai 
Exhibition which was held this year at 
the Harvey Lowe Pavilion and the Hills 
Kellyville Rotary Garden Competition. 

I was fortunate to attend both the Bonsai 
Exhibition and the awards presentation 
night for the Garden Competition. There 
are many fabulous gardeners within our 
Shire who submitted their gardens for 
judging. 

Congratulations to all the wonderful 
gardeners within our Shire. The 
competition is, I might add, getting larger 
every year.   

Community Events
Within our Shire we have some wonderful 
hard-working committees who run 
volunteer organisations.  Recently the 
Positive Vibes Foundation and The Lisa 
Harnum Foundation held Gala Dinners 
and Fundraising events. Both Foundations 
deserve as much appreciation and 
support as our community can give. 
Positive Vibes Foundation promotes 
positive mental health and wellbeing within 
our society.  

The Lisa Harnum Foundation supports 
those who have suffered domestic and 
family violence within our society. The 
Foundation stives to prevent family 
violence and to end the cycle of abuse 
through education and social change. I 
encourage anyone who is able, to support 
and donate to both Foundations. 

Christmas and New Year Season
As we move into the Christmas and New 
Year Season many in our community will 
attend work and other social events. I 
ask that our community act responsibly 
at all social events. I particularly ask that 
anyone who will be drinking alcohol to 
ensure you have someone else to drive 
you home. 

As the slogan says, ‘Have a Plan B.’ I look 
forward to engaging with our community 
over the Christmas and New Year Season.  

enter – nomination forms are available on 
Council’s website.

These summer holidays, Waves Fitness 
and Aquatic Centre is the place to be to 
enjoy swimming, water play and lazing 
by the pool. You can also work out in the 
fitness centre or enjoy a spa or sauna. If 
you haven’t already discovered our Shire’s 
newest fitness and aquatic complex, now 
is the time to explore Waves!

Our Library Service has interesting 
school holiday activities and book 
recommendations to keep you reading 
this summer. I was delighted to attend a 
recent book presentation at Castle Hill 
Library by Hamohan Wahlia who has 
produced two volumes of inspirational 
stories about Indo-Australians. Thanks to 
Harmohan, these books are now available 
in the library and make great reading. 

I would like to wish everyone a wonderful 
Christmas season and a Happy New 
Year – and please remember to support 
our local businesses when you are buying 
gifts this Christmas.

NSW State Election
As we approach NSW State election in 
2023, I will continue to advocate strongly 
to our state politicians an urgent need for 
schools, hospitals and road infrastructure 
to support our growing population. The 
Hills Shire Council is one of the strongest 
and financially sustainable Councils 
in NSW. It has met its population 
targets and is delivering quality local 
infrastructure and services. We deserve 
good State representation and State 
Government investment now!
I hope that you remain safe during the 
Holiday season, Wishing you a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year!! 
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CLR VIRGINIA ELLIS 
NORTH WARD
0400 552 041
clr.ellis@thehills.nsw.gov.au

CLR ROSEMARIE  
BONEHAM 
WEST WARD
0400 551 435
clr.boneham@thehills.nsw.gov.au 

CLR DR BARBARA  
BURTON 
WEST WARD 
0400 452 389
clr.burton@thehills.nsw.gov.au

CLR FRANK DE MASI 
WEST WARD
0439 013 343
clr.demasi@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Having lived in the Hills Shire for over 30 
years I must admit that it is only recently 
that I had the opportunity to visit The 
Pioneer Theatre and Community Centre 
which is co-located with The Hills Shire 
Council library on the ground floor of the 
Castle Grand building on the corner of 
Castle and Pennant Streets, Castle Hill. 
Many people including myself, were lucky 
enough to have attended a performance 
of Gustav Holst’s ‘The Planets’ performed 
by the Hills Shire Symphony Orchestra at 
the Pioneer Theatre.
Not only was I impressed with the quality 

CLR DR MILA KASBY 
NORTH WARD
0400 597 538
clr.kasby@thehills.nsw.gov.au

What I love most about being a Councillor 
is the opportunity to meet people from all 
over our Shire who are doing great things, 
usually as part of a community group of 
passionate and generous people.
Sometimes in our busy modern society, 
real connection with like-minded locals can 
seem hard to find. Many of us struggled 
with the isolation that Covid brought and 
others with the trauma wreaked by severe 
weather events. Loneliness is sadly 
becoming more common.
I’m a big believer that if you’ve a few 
spare hours a week (or a month), finding 
a group that aligns with your interests 
and values can be so worthwhile in 
adding meaning and purpose (and 
happiness) to life. There are so many 
wonderful community groups and many 
opportunities to volunteer in The Hills.
I’d like to thank the wonderful groups that 
I’ve had the pleasure in meeting these 
last few months and am keen to meet 
many more next year – it’s all of you who 
make this area a great place to live!
Cattai Hills Environment Network are 
really inspirational with their Platypus 
projects and Hills Eco Kidz.
Friends of Bella Vista Farm look after this 

C O U N C I L L O R S  C O M M E N T S C O U N C I L L O R S  C O M M E N T S

Information about Councillors, Council 
meetings and latest news can be found on 
Council’s website www.thehills.nsw.gov.au.

The Hills is a wonderful place to live. 
We have a great community and an 
environment which encourages us to get 
outside and play and be close to nature. 
Bella Vista Farm now has a new adventure 
playground next to the picnic shelters and 
barbecues, offering great outdoor fun for 
families this summer.
And this December, Illuminate the Hills will 
be held in the newly refurbished part of the 
Roxborough Park Rose Garden, one of the 
truly special places in our Shire. I encourage 
everyone to take a stroll through the 
gardens and enjoy spending time amongst 
the Christmas lights and the wonderful 
variety of roses – many of which have been 
donated by community groups.  
Best wishes to you and your loved ones 
for Christmas, New Year and the festive 
season. Please stay safe, enjoy all the good 
things in life and always be kind and look for 
the best in people.

Celebrate Summer in The Hills and take 
advantage of the great events on offer 
during the Festive and Holiday Season. 
There are events for adults and children. 
 
Waves Fitness and Aquatic Centre
It was my great pleasure to be at the 
opening of Waves Fitness and Aquatic 
Centre and seeing the project that I 
strongly advocated for move from concept 
to reality. This is a great opportunity 
to take the family to Waves over the 
Christmas period and take advantage of 
the 50 and 25 Metre outdoor pools, the 
family picnic areas, the splash pad for the 
children, not to mention the indoor lagoon 
or for the adults and a place to unwind 
in the Spa, Sauna or Steam Room. If you 
have set a New Year’s resolution to be 
fit and active come down and become 
a member so you can use one of the 
biggest gymnasiums we have in The Hills 
and take advantage of the outdoor and 
indoor pools to reach your fitness goals. If 
you haven’t seen the new Waves Fitness 

and Aquatic Centre yet you will be more 
than impressed on what we have delivered 
for our community. 

Rose Garden’s 50th Anniversary
I had many representations prior to the 
construction of the Waves Fitness and 
Aquatic Centre in relation to the Rose 
Gardens. I am happy to report that Council 
has delivered on its promise not just to keep 
the Rose Gardens but enhance the entire 
area with a new Arbour as the focal point of 
the gardens. It was fitting that this coincided 
with the 50th Anniversary of the Rose 
Gardens, which was celebrated recently.
 
Parks, Playgrounds and Reserves
I appreciate that there are many who may 
take leave during the Christmas period and 
remain in the Shire opting not to travel. This 
is a great time to take advantage of the 330 
parks and reserves that Council has both 
in urban and rural locations. Visit Council’s 
website to find where they are located. 
Many of these locations have children’s 
playgrounds, barbecue facilities and 
walking trails which can be an opportunity 
to discover The Hills for family or formal 
gatherings, or just simply taking time out 
with the children and relaxing.
I recently was at the opening of the new 
playground at Bella Vista Farm with the 
Minister for Planning and Homes, the Hon 
Anthony Roberts MP– Member for Lane 
Cove, Minister for Transport and Veterans 
Affairs, the Hon David Elliott MP – member 
for Baulkham Hills, who helped fund this 
playground, with the Mayor and Councillors 
also in attendance. This playground will 
enhance the open spaces at Bella Vista 
Farm where families can enjoy a picnic.
 
Australia Day Celebrations and Awards
I look forward meeting you at the many 
Australia Day functions being held 
throughout The Hills on 26 January 2023. 
Please see Council’s website for events 
that are taking place close to your home. 
The major event will be held at Bella 
Vista Farm where we can all celebrate 
together after restrictions finally allowing 
us all to gather. It will be a fun filled day of 
entertainment, acknowledging residents 
who have contributed to The Hills and 
receiving Awards for their efforts. The day 
will be capped off with a fantastic fireworks 
display. This is a great event for all the 
family as we celebrate Australia Day.
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
As we come to the end of this year and 
a new year commencing, I would like 
to take this opportunity to wish you and 
your family a Merry Christmas celebrating 
the child Christ’s birth and a Happy 
Healthy Prosperous New Year. I look 
forward continuing to serve you and our 
community in 2023.

of the performance, but the theatre 
lent itself to such a performance as the 
acoustics were incredible, and to be 
seated so close to the orchestra made 
it an amazing experience. It is times 
like this that I realise how lucky we are 
to have such a facility and even more, 
such talent in the Hills Shire. I encourage 
everyone to keep an eye on what the 
next performances may be and take the 
opportunity to take advantage of this 
fantastic facility.
For more good news, Hills Shire Council is 
about to submit applications nominating 
several new projects for funding under 
the Accelerated Infrastructure Fund. 
North Ward continues to change as 
many of the new roads, developments, 
parks, and open spaces have finally been 
completed but we are even more excited 
that there are new upgrades planned for 
North Ward that will build and benefit our 
present and future communities. These 
include:
• Annangrove Road upgrade – 

Windsor Road to North of Edwards 
Road in Rouse Hill

• Bridge over Killarney Chain of Ponds 
– Boundary Road in Box Hill

• Commercial Road – McCombe 
Avenue to Withers Road in Rouse Hill

• The Water Lane – between 
Annangrove Road and Nelson Road 
in Box Hill

• The Water Lane – between 
Annangrove Road and Grandhill 
Parkway in Box Hill

• Culvert Crossing B – Terry Road near 
Brindle Parkway Reserve in Box Hill

• Culvert Crossing F – Terry Road near 
Box Hill Town Centre in Box Hill

On a different note, the end of the year 
is fast approaching, and Christmas is 
literally around the corner. Shopping 
centres are already putting up 
decorations just to remind us that we 
need to prepare for the festive season. 
Although 2022 has been a difficult year 
I hope that you and your family will be 
able to enjoy and celebrate the coming 
Christmas period and New Year.

historic part of the Hills, run tours and 
hold an Open Day each month.
All the local RFS groups - our emergency 
heroes are always welcoming new 
volunteers and hold informative 
community open days and workshops 
preparing us for fire and floods.
Kenthurst Rotary - do a stellar job caring 
for the park and holding local events, are 
creating a new community garden and 
building a dental practice in Papua New 
Guinea.
Landcare and Bushcare: run workshops 
and regenerate our natural spaces and 
wildlife habitat.
Loveable Squares crochet group - make 
beautiful blankets for locals having a 
tough time.
Soroptomists International do great work 
supporting women’s well-being.
Hills 4 Climate Action hold film and Q&A 
events and educate our community about 
renewable energy and climate resilience.
Volunteers at the Community Environment 
Centre in Annangrove tend beautiful 
food gardens (for humans and rescued 
wildlife) and hold incredible workshops on 
sustainable living.
Ismaili Civic held a fantastic Environmental 
Fair.
Turbans 4 Australia cook food for those in 
need or affected by floods/ fire.
Wishing you all a safe and happy summer 
- it’s been a tough few years but it’s 
always better with community around you. 
Research says that the communities who 
are the most resilient are those with the 
strongest connections. 
Please contact me if there is any way I 
can help out - take care and best wishes.

Council’s Customer Service 
Centre will close at 4.30pm on 
Friday, 23 December 2022 and 
resume at 8.30am on Tuesday 3 
January 2023.

Council’s After Hours Call Centre 
will operate during this period to 
provide limited customer services 
for customer requests and escalate 
emergencies according to Council’s 
normal after-hours operating 
procedures.

Potholes, unauthorised activities, 
noise, safety and other concerns 
can be reported via Council’s 
website – click on the ‘Report to 
Council’ on the home page.  

The Hills Shire Council wishes 
residents a happy and safe 
Christmas and New Year.

Dural and Baulkham Hills libraries 
will be closed from 24 December, 
reopening normal business hours on 
3 January. Castle Hill and Vinegar 
Hill Memorial libraries will be closed 
from 24 December, open various 
hours from 28 to 31 December, 
closed on January 1 and 2, and 
reopening normal business hours 
from 3 January.

For full details of Christmas and  
New Year hours of operation  
visit Council’s website  
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au

CHRISTMAS 
& NEW YEAR 
HOURS

summer hits, what better place to go than 
for a swim at Waves!
 
Queen Elizabeth II
I was saddened to hear of the passing of 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. Her Majesty 
was a constant in the lives of Australians, 
and for many, the only Monarch they have 
ever known, having recently celebrated her 
70th year on the throne. She dedicated her 
life to the service of the people of the United 
Kingdom and the Commonwealth. Thank 
you Ma’am. As a Council we will seek to 
name a park, building or other significant 
place in The Hills after Queen Elizabeth II.  

Christmas
As this is the last magazine before 
Christmas, may I take this opportunity to 
wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a 
healthy, happy and prosperous New Year. 
I hope that you can take a break, enjoy 
time with family and friends and hopefully 
enjoy a true Aussie summer – we’ve had 
enough rain for a while!
If I can be of any assistance, please 
contact me. Until next time.
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KATE CEBERANO 
AUSSIE MUSIC ICON!

BLUEY LIVE INTERACTIVE  
EXPERIENCE, SEE BLUEY AND BINGO!

Jellybean Jam, Dance hits!
Dauntless Movement Crew, Daring feats!

FUN   FOOD   FIREWORKS FINALE!

AT BELLA VISTA FARM
4PM TO 9PM 


