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FOCUS

INSIDE
Author talks are back
Rouse Hill Metro Walk
A new Waves is here
Volunteer for bushcare
Pioneer What’s On
And more…
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DISCOVER NEW AND PROPOSED PLAY SPACES IN THE HILLS!

Fun at the grand opening of 
Glenhaven Reserve Playground
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THE GRAND OPENING DAY FOR WAVES FITNESS 
AND AQUATIC CENTRE IS LOOMING! DESPITE A 

NUMBER OF CHALLENGES, GREAT PROGRESS 
HAS BEEN MADE AND THE $52M PROJECT  

WILL OPEN MID-YEAR. 

GET TO KNOW YOUR BRAND NEW 
POOL AND FITNESS CENTRE

When the Hills Shire Council 
resolved to replace the 
Shire’s ageing swimming 
pool in 2018, no-one could 

have predicted that work would take 
place during a pandemic and major 
weather event. 

Shortly after Council selected the 
architecture firm, project management 
group and surveyor to prepare a 
detailed concept plan for the Waves 
renewal project on 26 February 2019, 
COVID-19 arrived in Australia with 
devastating impacts. 

Work on the site continued according to 
Public Health Orders and the challenges 
of the construction lockdown.

Just as the workforce was beginning to 
return, the March 2022 weather event 
hit Australia’s east coast, with pouring 
rain impacting outdoor work in the lead 
up to completion. 

Despite these setbacks, Waves is 
nearing completion and will begin 
operating in mid-2022, replacing the 
former ageing outdoor pool, makeshift 
indoor learn to swim pool and fitness 
rooms in demountable buildings with a 
brand new state-of-the-art centre. 

The new Waves will be home to the 
following: 
• 50m 10-lane Olympic sized outdoor 

swimming pool with spectator 
seating

• 25m outdoor learn-to-swim and 
leisure pool 

• 25m indoor warm-water pool
• Lagoon-style indoor pool area
• Spa and sauna
• Outdoor water-play and splash pad
• Large gym with new state-of-the-art 

equipment 
• Fitness group areas
• Café with internal and external 

access
• Clubhouse and amenities blocks 
• Basement car parking 

Blue and white tiles with a lime green 
feature tiles adorn the pools, and a 
distractive sandstone wall denotes the 
entry.

The new centre has been designed 
with energy efficiency in mind including 
the installation of solar panels, heat 
recovery systems, pool blankets and 
rainwater re-use for irrigation.

Universal design includes accessible 
pathways, ramps to all pools, inclusive 
water play design features, accessible 
change rooms and lift access from the 
car park. 

Passive surveillance, safe chemical 
storage and grab rails are some of the 
safety features of the new complex.

For detailed information about  
Waves Fitness and Aquatic Centre,  
or to become a member, visit  
www.wavesfitnessandaquatic.com.au

Waves  
OF EXCITEMENT 

The old pool The rebuild begins New pool almost done
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THE HILLS SHIRE 
COUNCIL’S 
CUSTOMER 
SERVICE GUIDE
Address: 3 Columbia Court,  
Norwest, NSW 2153
Hours: 9:00am – 4:00pm  
Monday to Friday 
Phone: 9843 0555 (8:00am – 4:30pm 
Monday to Friday)
Waste Hotline: 1800 623 895
Website: www.thehills.nsw.gov.au 
e-Newsletters: https://www.thehills.
nsw.gov.au/General-Pages/e-
Newsletters 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.
com/TheHillsShireCouncil 
Instagram: @thesydneyhills
Twitter: @TheHillsCouncil
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/
company/the-hills-shire-council/ 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/
user/TheHillsShireCouncil 

Our Libraries
Baulkham Hills Library: Railway 
Street, Baulkham Hills 2153 NSW
Castle Hill Library: Cnr Castle  
Street & Pennant Street, Castle Hil 
2154 NSW
Dural Library: Pellitt Lane,  
Dural 2158 NSW
Vinegar Hill Memorial Library:  
29 Main Street, Rouse Hill Town 
Centre, Rouse Hill 2155 NSW
Phone: 9761 4520

Bidjiwong Community Nursery:  
Ted Horwood Reserve, Renown  
Road, Baulkham Hills 2153 NSW

Places to play!
WITHERS ROAD RESERVE
A brand new nature-themed reserve 
has been proposed for North Kellyville. 
Withers Road Reserve will feature a 
playground catering to a wide range of 
age groups and abilities along with a 
picnic area and turf kick-about space. 

Concrete pathways will be located 
throughout the site, including a loop 
track around the playground, which is 
suitable for scooters and bikes. Security 
lighting has also been proposed 
and Council is currently considering 
feedback from the community. 
 
GEORGE THORNTON RESERVE
Plans to expand playing opportunities 
at George Thornton Reserve in West 
Pennant Hills are underway. The plans 
propose to realign the existing reserve 
to create three full-sized sports fields 
and future improvements could include 
expansion of the amenities building and 

an extension to the car park.  

The master plan also explores the 
opportunity to deliver one of the new 
fields as a synthetic playing surface – the 
creation of this synthetic field will also be 
dependent upon public response, as well 
as funding being available.  
 
SAMANTHA RILEY DRIVE 
RESERVE
Work on the brand new Samantha Riley 
Drive Reserve is expected to start soon. 
The reserve will have four multi-purpose 
rectangular turf sports fields that can be 
reconfigured into two ovals, along with 
an amenities building, accessible toilets, 
change rooms, kiosk, referee room and 
storage, and an onsite carpark with 200 
spaces. 

The project also includes the 
construction of a local playground 
with picnic facilities, concrete shared 
pathways, a basketball half court, two 

practice cricket nets, sports field lighting, 
a maintenance storage building, field 
irrigation and underground storage 
tanks to collect rainwater. 
 
KENTHURST PARK  
Plans to increase the size of the playing 
field area at Kenthurst are underway. 
Three senior-sized playing fields will be 
created and the existing turf cricket pitch 
retained.
 
KELLYVILLE MEMORIAL PARK
Construction and reconfiguration 
of new playing fields at Kellyville 
Memorial Park is now complete. This 
project also included the addition of a 
250 space carpark and a new access 
road from Stone Mason Drive. Fields 
were expanded to accommodate four 
international standard rugby league 
fields, including lighting and irrigation.

In addition to these works, Council also 

COUNCIL IS BUILDING NEW RESERVES AND PLANNING FOR MORE PARKS, 
FIELDS AND PLAYGROUNDS AS THE SHIRE’S POPULATION GROWS.

entered into a licence agreement with 
the Parramatta National Rugby League 
(PNRL) for the joint redevelopment 
and use of Kellyville Memorial Park as 
a Premier Rugby League Facility. 
 

EQUNIOX DRIVE RESERVE
The brand new Equinox Drive Reserve, 
Box Hill, has officially opened. The 
reserve received a $276,631 grant 
under the Department of Planning, 
Industry and Environment’s (DPIE) 
Everyone Can Play program. A further 
$150,000 was also secured under the 
Australian Government’s Local Roads 
and Community Infrastructure (LRCI) 
program.

The new reserve features an 
accessible nature-themed playground, 
park furniture and a basketball 
shooting circle. It also includes a 2.5 
metre shared pathway for cyclists 
and pedestrians, as well as footpaths 
located throughout the site that 
connect to the broader Box Hill path 
network.
 
GLENHAVEN RESERVE 
PLAYGROUND
The brand new Glenhaven Reserve 
playground features a crocodile 
themed play area that was selected by 
residents during extensive community 
consultation. 

The new playground, adjacent to 
schools, shops, community centre and 
sports field, includes a multi-play area, 
double swings with a pod, a balance 
beam, inclusive trampoline, snake 
themed springer and a carousel.

This playground upgrade was made 
possible through funding from the 
Australian Government through 
the Local Roads and Community 
Infrastructure (LRCI) Program.

BALMORAL ROAD RESERVE
A new sports and recreational complex 
is nearing completion at Balmoral 
Road, Kellyville. The reserve, bounded 
by Old Windsor Road, Windsor Road 
and Norwest Business Park, will 
include:

• Four multi-purpose fields including 
two cricket ovals

• Four tennis courts and two multi-
use ball courts including lighting

• An amenities building with change 
rooms, public toilets, a kiosk, 
storage and a meeting room.

• A 245-space carpark with six DDA 
spaces.

• Playground, picnic facilities and a 
kick about area.

• Shared pedestrian/cycling paths 
with lighting linking into the local 
trails network

Environmental initiatives include 
water recycling, the installation of low 
energy lighting and preservation and 
enhancement of the existing woodland 
on the eastern boundary of the park.
 

HANNAFORD AVENUE 
RESERVE
A four metre high climbing structure, 
nature play space for toddlers, shade 
and seating and an accessible spinner 
are among the design features at the 
new Hannaford Avenue Reserve,  
Box Hill. 

Other park highlights include a turf kick-
about play space, double swings and a 
playground catering to a wide range of 
ages. An accessible concrete footpath 
loops around the playground (suitable 
for bikes and scooters), and native trees 
and shrubbery adorn the park.

To keep up to date with new works, visit 
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au and search 
for ‘Council works and projects’

Glenhaven Reserve Playground
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Author talks 
RETURN LIVE TO THE HILLS SHIRE LIBRARIES

The Year One Reading Club is back for 
2022 and children are invited to join. 
This special initiative is designed to help 
students improve their reading skills 
and develop their imaginations through 
literature.

Participants receive a logbook when they 
join, then a sticker each time they visit  
their local library to borrow. The club  
helps to build on literacy skills developed  
in kindergarten and encourages reading  
to become an enjoyable habit. 

After receiving two stickers, members  
begin to collect rewards! Year One Reading 
Club is on now through to October 31.

To join, head to one of The Hills Shire 
Library branches and sign up! 

For more information, visit  
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/Library

DO YOU KNOW A CHILD IN YEAR ONE AT SCHOOL?

The Pioneer Theatre is a highly 
versatile ‘black box’ style theatre, 
designed to accommodate a variety 
of uses including theatrical works, 
orchestral, acoustic and contemporary 
music, cabaret, large corporate 
functions, conferences, school and 
social events including weddings, 
family gatherings, film screenings and 
parties. The theatre also boasts a 
modern commercial kitchen. 

A number of additional rooms are 
available for hire adjacent to the 
theatre, including four meeting rooms 
capable of accommodating chaired 
meetings of 20 to 180 people. There is 
also a verandah suitable for pre-show 
activities or additional presentation 
space, as well as a spacious foyer 
area perfect for preshow activities.

For enquiries please call 1300 426 654 
or email venues@thehills.nsw.gov.au

YEAR ONE READING CLUB

Do you love curling up with a good book, and would like to 
meet your favourite authors? A fantastic series of author talks 
have returned to our libraries!

DON’T MISS: 
An evening with Deb Oswald 
Tuesday 24 May 2022 
6.30pm-7.30pm 
Sonya Phillips Room, Castle Hill Library 
Ticket cost: $7.80pp

Join Debra Oswald, two-time winner of the NSW Premier’s 
Literary Award and the creator/head writer of the first five 
seasons of the TV series Offspring, as she discusses her 
latest book The Family Doctor. 

A riveting, provocative novel about women’s fury, traumatic 
grief, new love, deep friendship, and the preciousness of life.

Discover more fantastic events and activities at your local 
library by visiting www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/Library

HAVE YOU HAD YOUR 
DEVELOPMENT CONSENT 
ISSUED BY COUNCIL AND 
NEED A CONSTRUCTION 
CERTIFICATE BEFORE 
YOU CAN START WORKS? 
Or are you wanting a Complying 
Development Certificate?

Hills Certifiers is a business 
initiative of The Hills Shire Council.

We specialise in providing building 
certification services in the Hills 
Shire Local Government Area that 
streamline the complete project 
cycle from building approval, 
construction inspections to the 
finalisation of your project - ready 
for occupation or use.  

OUR CERTIFICATION 
SERVICES 
4   Approve Construction 

Certificates

4   Approve Complying 
Development Certificates

4  Act as Principal Certifier (PC)

4   Carry out Critical Stage 
inspections during the 
construction process

4  Issue Occupation Certificates 

We aim to be the certifier of 
choice, catering to the local 
development and building needs 
of residents and businesses of 
the Hills Shire by providing quality 
service programs and outcomes at 
the best possible value.

Call us to discuss your certification 
needs on 02 9843 0431 or  
email ask@hillscertifers.com.au

www.hillscertifiers.com.au

Hills Certifiers is a business initiative of
The Hills Shire Council
Phone 02 9843 0431
council@thehills.nsw.gov.au 
www.hillscertifiers.com.au

Looking for some great live 
entertainment locally? You can’t go 
past The Pioneer Theatre! Located in 
the heart of Castle Hill, close to cafes, 
restaurants and within walking distance 
of the Castle Hill Metro and busses, The 
Pioneer Theatre has a fantastic range 
of entertainment for you to enjoy. Check 
what’s on at The Pioneer next time 
you’re planning a night out.
 
CHICAGO
‘Give ‘em the old razzle 
dazzle’
13 to 18 May 2022 
8:00pm to 10:30pm

 

Winner of six Tony Awards, two Olivier 
Awards, a Grammy and a film that won 
six Oscars, Chicago takes us back to the 
1920s and an era of sass, seduction  
and sin.

The show follows Roxie Hart and Velma 
Kelly imprisoned for murder, as they vie for 
the attention of sleazy lawyer Billy Flynn 
and their adoring public, each hoping to 

become Chicago’s hottest celebrity when, 
not if, they get out of prison. Presented 
by Blackout Theatre Company, tickets for 
Chicago are on sale now.

ELVIS FOREVER
‘Live at the Pioneer’
Saturday 18 and  
Sunday 19 June 2022

‘Elvis Forever - Live at the Pioneer’ is 
a delightfully refreshing tribute to Elvis 
Presley and his music.

A talented, charismatic and award 
winning tribute artist, Damian Mullin 
performs an impressive two hour show 
backed by eight brilliant musicians and 
covers some of Presley’s finest material 
displayed in a grand production concert 
that promises to leave any Elvis fan 
extremely satisfied.

Elvis Forever Live at the Pioneer is 
not just a show - it’s an experience. 
For tickets to all shows visit  www.
pioneertheatre.com.au and click on  
the ‘What’s On’ tab.

WHAT’S ON AT THE 
PIONEER THEATRE

HIRE THE PIONEER

Year One students Ashton, Jasmine, Isabelle and Illaria love to read
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TONS OF E-WASTE COLLECTED

‘TALL TREES’ METRO WALK

Did you know that 
approximately 88 per cent 
of computers and TVs in 
Australia will end up in 
landfill, but 98 per cent 
of their parts can be fully 
recycled?

More than 1000 residents 
dropped off old computers, 
televisions and accessories 
at this year’s electronic waste 
collection at the Caste Hill 
Showground. The event was 
the largest held in The Hills 

with 1373 cars, compared 
to 1081 in 2021, and an 
estimated 35-40 tonnes of 
e-waste collected. A total of 
74% of residents said the 
desire to recycle was the 
main motivator for attending.

Find out about a range of 
other recycling opportunities, 
including batteries, CDs 
and printer cartridges by 
visiting Council’s website 
and searching for ‘Recycling 
Directory’.

Starting at Rouse Hill Metro station, this 
circuit will guide you through the riparian 
valley of Smalls Creek, along which tall 
eucalyptus trees preside. 

Along with paperbarks, eucalyptus 
trees are the only bird-pollinated trees 
on earth that form large forests, and 
wattlebirds and lorikeets are important 
pollinators of their flowers.

A number of other bird species can be 
seen on this walk near the lake right 
near Rouse Hill Town Centre as well as 
Caddies Creek, including Wood Ducks, 
Hardheads, Pied Cormorants, Darters 
and more.

Walk past the former house of  
ex-convict John Seath, who was a 
founding member of the Hawkesbury 

4   Environmental volunteer program
4  Environmental workshops
4  Community information sessions
4   Waterwise garden demonstration site
4   Sustainable home demonstration site
4   Organic garden demonstration site
4   Hollows as homes demonstration site
4   Environmental publications  

and updates
4  Environmental library 
4   Installations and interpretive signage
4   School events and excursions
4  Information and map brochures
4  Walking tracks

Community 
Environment Centre

BREATHE IN THE 
SOOTHING SMELL OF 
EUCALYPTUS ON THE 
TALL TREES WALK!

Agricultural Society and also owned the 
nearby Royal Oak Inn (now known as 
The Fiddler).

This easy walk takes approximately 
three hours to complete and is mostly 
on paved paths that are pram and 

wheelchair friendly.

To discover walks from other metro 
stations, for information about local self-
guided walks and to download the fact 
sheets, visit www.thehills.nsw.gov.au 
and search for ‘Metro Walks.’

Watch Box Hill come to life 
via an interactive story map 
illustrating current and future 
development in this thriving 
region. 

Available on Council’s 
website, the Story Map uses 
interactive mapping, images, 
graphics and text to explain 
the story of Box Hill so far. 

Users are able to scroll 
through at their leisure while 
the imagery and descriptions 
reveal locations and details 
of important infrastructure to 
come including the locations 
of town and village centres, 

sportsgrounds, reserves  
and roads.

Recent additions include 
information on the 
completion of the reserve at 
Equinox Drive and details of 
new construction for a future 
reserve located at Hannaford 
Avenue.

To begin your exploration of 
the past and future story of 
Box Hill visit www.thehills.
nsw.gov.au and search 
for ‘Box Hill’ to begin your 
interactive exploration of 
the past and future story  
of Box Hill.

BUILDING BOX HILL:  
THE STORY CONTINUES

Rouse Hill Kenthurst

Annangrove Rd

N
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e 
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e

Community 
Environment 

Centre

Threatened 
Vegetation 
Community

Annangrove 
Park

Organic 
Garden

Waterwise
Garden Walking  

Tracks

LOCATION MAP ENVIRONMENT CENTRE

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
RESILIENCE   SUSTAINABILITY

HABITAT MONITORING
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

CLIMATE CHANGE
COMMUNITY SUPPORT 
ENERGY EFFICIENCY

WATERWISE   VOLUNTEERS
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

What’s at the Community Environment Centre?

For more information visit Council’s website www.thehills.nsw.gov.au
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C O U N C I L L O R S  C O M M E N T S

MAYOR, DR PETER 
GANGEMI
0419 429 095
mayor.gangemi@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Firstly I would like to thank The Hills 
community for the great honour of 
electing me as the Mayor at the Council 
elections in December. The Hills is 
the greatest part of the world and it’s 
an incredible privilege to have this 
opportunity to serve you in the upcoming 
term of Council.

As your Mayor, it is my priority that 
Council listens to you in decision making 
and are financially prudent with your 
money. Council will act to fast-track 
the delivery of road and intersection 
upgrades in and around the new release 
areas of North Kellyville and Box Hill. 

I want Council to fight to maintain the 
character of The Hills and push back 
against overdevelopment. I wish to see 
Council deliver more sports fields, parks, 
footpaths and community facilities. It 
is also important to me that Council 
supports local business and helps 
creates more local jobs in The Hills.

We have hit the ground running in the 
new term of Council. At the extraordinary 
meeting in January, I moved a mayoral 
minute to enable greater recognition of 
our Indigenous population. 

Council also elected Mark Hodges 
as our Deputy Mayor and I would like 
to congratulate him on the position. 
Councillor Hodges is a solicitor with 30 
years’ experience who was previously 
the youngest Senior Sergeant in the NSW 
Police Force and a recipient of the NSW 
Police Medal for Diligent and Ethical 
Service. 

Council has moved forward in new 
release areas, allocating additional 
resources to fast-track the design of 
intersections in Box Hill, awarding the 
construction tender for Samantha Riley 
Drive Reserve and progressing with 
construction of Hannaford Avenue 
Reserve in Box Hill.

Progress continues on Council’s largest 
ever project, the $56m construction of 
the Waves Fitness and Aquatic Centre. I 
look forward to opening the pool with the 
community in the near future. Council is 

also restoring the Roxborough Park Rose 
Garden in time for its 50th Anniversary in 
September. Work on the construction of 
Balmoral Road Sports fields is continuing 
with the turf being laid and progress 
being made on the amenities buildings. 

Council celebrated International 
Women’s Day by co-hosting a reception 
with The Sanctuary. Thank you to our 
former Mayor, Yvonne Keane, for being 
the MC for the event, with Annabelle 
Daniel, Maria Kovacic and Melissa 
Monteiro participating as our panellists. 

I want to particularly congratulate 
the winners of Council’s International 
Women’s Day awards, Business Woman 
of the Year Professor Nicole Brooke, 
Community Woman of the Year Beena 
Rizal, Young Woman of the Year Sophie 
Hirst, Senior Woman of the Year Carol 
Harding and Hills Woman of the Year 
Rossella Garofano. The community is 
very proud of all of you.

Council recently held a successful 
Strategic Connector for New Businesses 
in The Hills. If you are a Hills business 
that would like support from our 
economic development team, please 
contact them at any time through the 
Council website.

I also had the privilege of being able to 
launch our year one reading club. The 
program helps develop literature skills of 
students with participants get rewards 
for taking part, To get involved, please 
visit one of Council’s Libraries.

I would like to finish by asking you to 
keep in your thoughts and prayers the 
many residents and businesses who 
have been impacted by the recent 
floods along the Hawkesbury River. 
Through my mayoral minute, Council has 
offered significant support to waive fees, 
prioritise applications and assist river 
bank restoration. 

The floods have also caused significant 
damage to low lying roads and 
Wisemans Ferry Park which will take time 
to repair. 

I’d like to say a large thank you to our 
staff, emergency services and agency 
stakeholders who have worked so hard 
during the floods to provide assistance. 
As always, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me at any time if I can be of 
assistance to you.

BUSHCARE HAS RETURNED AND GREEN THUMBS, ENVIRONMENTALISTS AND 
RESIDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO SIGN-UP TODAY SO THAT THEY CAN MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE FOR TOMORROW. 

BECOME A BUSHCARE

The program provides the perfect 
opportunity to meet like-minded 
individuals, make friends and have 

fun, all the while giving back and helping 
the local environment to survive and 
thrive.  

Other activities include caring for native 
bushland, conducting plant identification, 
fauna and flora monitoring, weed control 
and seed collection for propagation at The 
Hills Shire Council’s Community Nursery.

Scott Allen has been a Bushcare 
volunteer for 30 years - donating his time 
to different Bushcare groups in four Local 
Government Areas (LGAs). 

The Hills Shire resident said he has a 
passion for protecting the environment, 
tree planting and preserving the natural 
character of the area which led him to 
start volunteering with Bushcare. 

He said that the program has been 
rewarding. 

“For me it’s the personal satisfaction of 
coming back one, two or even three years 
later and seeing what you’ve planted 
grow,” Scott said. 

“In my case, trees that I’ve planted 30 
years ago now look like long established 
forests. I get a lot of personal satisfaction 
from seeing that,” he added. 

Kevin Steele, who has been a Bushcare 
volunteer for close to 10 years, echoed 
similar sentiments. 

“It’s great for comradery, getting out in the 
fresh air and for exercise. Definitely good 
for mental health and it clears the head,” 
Kevin added. 

Another volunteer, Graham Rawstron 

volunteer today! 
became involved with Bushcare after 
starting a group at Bella Vista Farm 
more than five years ago. 

He said he wanted to protect the 
trees at the Farm, especially the long 
established ones. 

“My interest has been in managing the 
weeds and planting trees where we’ve 
lost them, and maintaining the tree 
cover,” he said. 

Mr Rawstron also added that he liked the 
friendships and goodwill that Bushcare 
created and being out in nature. 

“I like at the end of the day being dirty, 
muddy and dusty, but more importantly, 
knowing that I made a difference,” he 
said. 

“When I walk past an area that we’ve 
cleared of weeds or we’ve planted new 
trees, I get a great deal of satisfaction,” 
he added. 

Graham also encouraged others to join. 

“The Council can’t do it all,” he said.  

“Even the Farm [Bella Vista Farm] itself 
is a big site and when you think of all 

the other parks and reserves - that’s 
plenty of bush to maintain and care for. 

“The community needs to chip in and 
give it a go,” he added. 

Council’s Bushcare sites are located 
throughout the region, from South 
Maroota to Baulkham Hills and West 
Pennant Hills. Bushcare is open to 
people of all ages, however, children 
under the age of 18 need to be 
supervised by a guardian. 

To join a Bushcare group, or for further 
information regarding Bushcare, 
contact Council’s Bushcare Officer on 
9843 0555 or email council-enviro@
thehills.nsw.gov.au.
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C O U N C I L L O R S  C O M M E N T S C O U N C I L L O R S  C O M M E N T S

CLR MARK HODGES 
DEPUTY MAYOR 
CENTRAL WARD
0400 492 842
clr.hodges@thehills.nsw.gov.au

CLR JESSICA BRAZIER 
CENTRAL WARD
0400 460 504
clr.brazier@thehills.nsw.gov.au

I am honoured and privileged to have 
been elected as a Councillor for The 
Hills Shire to represent the community in 
Central Ward.

It has been a busy few months, and 
the highlights for 2022 already include 
celebrating Australia Day, watching 
the progress of Waves Aquatic Centre 
near completion, and hearing from the 
2021 Youth Ambassadors about their 
experience with other young people over 
the past 12 months.

As a third generation and life-long Hills 
resident, The Hills is more than just home 
- it’s a community of families, volunteers, 
professionals and businesses. After two 
difficult years of pandemic, fires, and 
floods it is more important than ever that 
Council finds effective and meaningful 
ways to engage with the Hills community 

CLR TONY HAY OAM 
CENTRAL WARD
0414 482 000
clr.tonyhay@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Information about Councillors, Council 
meetings and latest news can be found on 
Council’s website www.thehills.nsw.gov.au.

COVID-19
The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted 
all members of society in various ways. 
The economic effects whether by reason 
of loss of employment, loss of savings, 
or lost opportunity have devastated 
most members of our community. The 
uncertainty as to the future, loss of 
income and employment opportunities 
has a corresponding effect on mental 
health. The World Health Organization 
(WHO) recently reported in the first year 
the pandemic triggered a 25% increase 
in anxiety and depression worldwide.  
As a Councillor I keep in mind in the 
decisions I make that our community has 
suffered effects of the global pandemic. 

We must keep in mind local businesses 
have also suffered. We must continue 
to support our local businesses. By 
supporting our local economy, we 
play our part to increase employment 
opportunities within our community.   

FLOODS
Over the recent weeks my thoughts 
have been with those who have 
been devastated by the floods not 
only in our shire but throughout the 
eastern seaboard. When I recently 
visited Wisemans Ferry, I witnessed 
the damage caused by the floods. 
I give thanks to our volunteers from 
SES, RFS and many other community 
groups who hit the ground running to 
save lives and property. As a Council 
we have supported those affected by 
floods by waiving fees for Development 
Applications and section 68 applications.

INTERNATIONAL WOMENS DAY
I have recently attended the Hills 
International Women’s Day Awards. 
The theme of the International Women’s 
Day this year was ‘Break the Bias’. Bias 
against any member of society whether 
by reason of age, gender, nationality, 
culture, religion, or disability is something 
which as a community we must continue 
to work against. We are exceptionally 
fortunate in our shire to have residents 
from many different countries, cultures 
and religious beliefs who have made 

and residents.

My thoughts are with all those who have 
been affected by the devastating floods 
over the past month. The Hills is lucky 
to be blessed with wonderful and active 
volunteers who continue to support 
one-anther in times of difficulty and have 
once again come together to assist the 
community in the past few weeks. 

We are actively working with Council 
staff to ensure that all affected residents 
receive the support they need at this 
time. It is important to me that The Hills 
remains a sought-after location for 
families, providing quality and accessible 
community facilities such as sporting 
fields, parks, and playgrounds. As our 
Shire continues to grow, appropriate 
infrastructure is needed to ensure that 
residents can easily travel between 
home, work, and school.  

I look forward to working with Council 
on the improvement and faster roll-out 
of infrastructure, intersections, and 
footpaths in new-release areas such as 
North Kellyville.

our wonderful shire their home. As a 
community we must remember to always 
to strive to remove from our society all 
forms of discrimination and bias.

THE FUTURE
The Waves Aquatic Centre, Baulkham 
Hills will very soon be completed and 
open. Our community will have the 
benefit of the Centre for many years into 
the future. The long-awaited traffic lights 
at Samantha Riley Drive and Hezlett 
Road have finally been turned on are 
now operating. Further road works within 
the North Kellyville and Box Hill new 
release precincts will be undertaken 
to improve traffic flow. Council will 
shortly commence construction on the 
Samantha Riley Drive sporting complex.  
The complex includes four sporting 
fields, local playground, carpark, and 
amenities building. 

The future for our shire looks very 
bright. The work of Council this term 
will continue to focus upon the making 
of financially responsible management 
decision, maintaining and restoring 
infrastructure, sound and appropriate 
decisions concerning road planning 
and infrastructure, and finally the 
construction of new parks, gardens and 
amenities for our community. 

CLR JEROME COX 
EAST WARD
0400 499 157
clr.cox@thehills.nsw.gov.au

As the flood waters are subsiding and 
the clean-up is hitting its stride, I am 
impressed with how well the community 
pulls together in times like these and my 
prayers are with all those impacted by 
the floods. To see so many volunteers 
from the RFS, SES and many more 
working together to assist those that 
have lost so much.

I am glad Council unanimously agreed 
to the Mayor’s proposal to waive fees 
for various planning matters for flood 
affected residents of the Hills Shire. 

I hope that this finally provides the 

Information about Councillors, Council 
meetings and latest news can be found on 
Council’s website www.thehills.nsw.gov.au.

CLR REENA JETHI 
EAST WARD
0412 341 161
clr.jethi@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Information about Councillors, Council 
meetings and latest news can be found on 
Council’s website www.thehills.nsw.gov.au.

CLR RYAN TRACEY 
EAST WARD
0419 429 217
clr.tracey@thehills.nsw.gov.au

CLR MITCHELL BLUE 
NORTH WARD
0400 449 324
clr.blue@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Firstly, I would like to express my 
gratitude to the residents of North 
Ward for electing me as one of their 
three councillors for the next term. I am 
honoured and feel privileged to have 
been given this opportunity and look 
forward to working with the community 
on the issues that matter most to them. I 
also express thanks to my family, friends 
and colleagues for their support of my 
endeavours. 

To me, community engagement is key 

impetus for raising the height of 
Warragamba Dam and other flood 
mitigation measures, I can recall being 
told on a school trip to the dam over 20 
years ago that they were considering 
raising the dam by 10m.

I hope, in this term of Council, to 
continue our record of stable and 
prudent financial management to ensure 
the Council can continue to provide the 
highest quality services into the future. 

Finally, it has been very refreshing to 
see people’s faces again as the mask 
mandates have been lifted. I know my 
two young kids are enjoying interacting 
with people instead of masks.

to this role and listening to the needs of 
residents will help shape our Shire to 
ensure it is right for them now and for the 
future. 

I have come from a background of 
working with the local community for 
many years through numerous groups. 
Being the founding Chairperson of 
a residents advocacy group here in 
The Hills, I know what matters most to 
residents. 

Having a safe place to live and play, 
coupled with appropriate community 
facilities is paramount. Providing 
appropriate infrastructure to foster 
efficient travel to and from work is 
important, as is the ability to work close to 
home. Giving residents opportunities to 
grow, shine and flourish is crucial. 

I have lived in The Hills for the majority 
of my life and am proud to do so. I am 
employed locally in the civil contracting 
industry and have a good understanding 
of civil infrastructure. 

As an active member of NSW Rural 
Fire Service here in The Hills, I have a 
strong interest in bushfire management 
and know what I can offer as Council’s 
delegate on The Hills Bush Fire 
Management Committee. 

My thoughts go out to those impacted 
by the devastating floods that hit the 

Shire earlier this month. I have visited 
Wisemans Ferry, Sackville and Lower 
Portland on numerous occasions over the 
past two weeks and note the significant 
damage to properties and infrastructure. 

I extend my gratitude to our ever willing 
volunteers; NSW SES, NSW Rural Fire 
Service and Marine Rescue to name a 
few. My sincere thanks also to NSW Fire 
Rescue, NSW Police and the Australian 
Defence Force along with all of the other 
agencies that have assisted with this 
devastating flood. 

A big thank you to those members of 
the community who turned up to fill 
sandbags, offer assistance on the river 
with their boats, help neighbours or 
donate goods to those who have lost 
everything - the community spirit is alive 
in The Hills. 

Thank you to our Council staff who have 
worked tirelessly during this busy time. 
The clean-up has begun, but there is 
a long way to go. We now turn to the 
recovery and rebuild phase. I am glad to 
see the recovery centres open for those 
impacted. Together as a community, we 
will get through this. 

Again, I thank you for this opportunity. If 
I can be of any assistance, please give 
me a call or send me an email, I am more 
than willing to assist where I can. 

GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Instagram for Business 
Success Tuesday, 10 May 2022  
10am - 12pm  
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/howtoseries

Local Market Insights Program  
Thursday, 23 June 2022  
10.30am - 12pm  
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/
localmarketinsights

Claiming Small Business Tax 
Deductions  
Thursday, 2 June 2022  
12pm - 1pm  
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/
governanceseries

Never Underestimate a Business Plan 
Thursday, 7 July 2022  
7pm - 9pm 
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/howtoseries

Maximise your Productivity and 
Redefine Success  
Thursday, 21 July 2022 7pm - 9pm

Reinvent your Business Mindset 
Thursday, 4 August 2022  
7pm - 9pm  
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/howtoseries

Local Market Insights Program 
Tuesday, 27 Sept 2022  
7pm - 8.30pm  
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/ 
localmarketinsights

New Business Strategic Connector 
Thursday, 22 Sept 2022  
7pm - 9pm  
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/NBSC

Utilising Google Business Solutions 
Tuesday, 11 October 2022  
10am - 12pm 
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/howtoseries
Marketing without the Boujee  
Budget  
Tuesday, 25 October 2022  
10am - 12pm 
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/howtoseries
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CLR ROSEMARIE  
BONEHAM 
WEST WARD
0400 551 435
clr.boneham@thehills.nsw.gov.au 

CLR FRANK DE MASI 
WEST WARD
0439 013 343
clr.demasi@thehills.nsw.gov.au

I would like to first of all thank you for your 
support having me re-elected to represent 
you on Council. I have now moved from 
Central Ward where my business is located 
to West Ward where I live. So even though 
I am your representative in West Ward I 
represent everyone in The Hills Shire and 
I am always available to assist you with 
any questions or issues you may have 
regarding Council. 
 
Floods
We have recently seen some of the worst 
floods that have impacted our Shire this 
year following the devastating floods we 
had in the previous year. I’d like to pay 
tribute to the Emergency Services, and our 
Volunteers in the SES and RFS who have 
gone above and beyond in treacherous 
conditions to ensure the safety of our 
residents.

In addition our Council teams worked 
around the clock together with Emergency 
Services personnel to ensure that road 
closure barriers were in place and the 
endless number of pot holes that surfaced 
were quickly fixed. The Castle Hill 

Since being elected last December, I have 
had the incredible privilege of serving 
the Hills Shire. I am very impressed by 
the engagement of so many residents in 
the many community organisations that 
operate in the Hills. This comes from a 
community with a big heart and strong 
sense of being there for each other. 

The recent flooding has brought this into 
clear focus, with many of our residents 
working tirelessly to keep each other 
safe and do whatever they could do with 
enormous generosity. 

I thank the SES, emergency services, 
Council and all agencies and volunteers 
for the huge effort they have made over 
these past weeks and that will continue 
into the future.

Residents of the Hills have a very deep-
seated love for their part of the world and a 
strong sense of ownership. Conversations 
I have with residents always demonstrate 
this to me and give me great impetus to do 
my best. 

I share their desire to not only maintain the 
existing beauty and amenity of the Hills, 
but to also plan for more places to enjoy 
cultural, educational, employment and 
healthy outdoor experiences. 

I am very pleased to learn that the 
Bushcare program is up and running 
again. This provides a great opportunity 
for residents of all ages (under 18s require 
an adult guardian) to become educated in 
caring for our bushlands. 

They will learn about weeds and native 
flora and fauna while meeting like-minded 

CLR VIRGINIA ELLIS 
NORTH WARD
0400 552 041
clr.ellis@thehills.nsw.gov.au

As we just get over the flooding in 2021, 
we are again trying to recover from the 
worst flooding that we have experienced 
in recent times. The water is finally 
subsiding, but the trauma caused by 
the wreckage and impact on people’s 
livelihoods will take longer to heal.

The clean-up is underway and it is 
no easy task. State Government and 
Resilience NSW have been visiting the 
area to see first-hand the devastation that 
has hit areas within the Hills Shire. Roads 
and infrastructure which have suffered 
substantial damage are slowly being 
repaired and re-opened but some repairs 
will be ongoing for months.

There is support for those needing 
accommodation, clean-up, mental health, 
financial assistance and advice about 
insurance. The State’s 15th Recovery 
Centre opened recently in Wisemans 
Ferry, providing face-to- face support for 
locals affected by recent flooding. The 
Hills Shire Council additionally activated 
the Castle Hill Showground, with the 
help of the Greater Sydney Local Land 
Services, as an emergency animal 
evacuation centre which helped save the 
lives of horses and livestock which would 
have otherwise been lost.

The Minister for Emergency Services 
and Resilience and Minister for Flood 
Recovery Steph Cooke who recently 
visited the area believes the Recovery 
Centre would assist the community’s 
transition from response into clean-up and 
recovery.

Additionally, Council have put together 
initiatives that will help residents affected 
by the floods to recover and rebuild their 
lives. Some of these include waiving 
DA fees and prioritising DAs, as well 
as relinquishing application fees for 
clean ups associated with the floods. 
Council will also allow property owners to 

CLR DR BARBARA  
BURTON 
WEST WARD 
0400 452 389
clr.burton@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Information about Councillors, Council 
meetings and latest news can be found on 
Council’s website www.thehills.nsw.gov.au.

Showground become sanctuary to animals 
and the Castle Hill RSL opened its doors to 
victims of the flood.  

As flood waters subside the damage and 
clean-up operation will take many months. 
I encourage everyone to contribute to 
the Red Cross, Salvation Army and other 
charities who continue to help everyone 
who has been impacted. Donations can be 
made online or at any Australia Post outlet. 
Prior to the floods I joined the Floods Plains 
Committee representing Council, aiming 
to determine how to mitigate and prevent 
future flooding. 
 
The New Waves Aquatic Centre
We are now in the final phase of 
construction of the new Waves Aquatic 
Centre. I am so proud of being part of the 
previous Council who were the pioneers in 
making the decision to sign off on a total 
redevelopment of this site, replacing our 
53 year old pool that had well and truly 
passed its use by date.

I recently visited the site and I am blown 
away with what has been delivered - an 
Olympic-standard pool with disability 
access will be constructed alongside an 
additional outdoor 25 metre pool, as well 
as indoor learn-to-swim and leisure pools, 
a large gymnasium, children’s water play 
area, meeting and function rooms, and a 
wonderful café that will be a favourite with 
locals and visitors.

This project is still being delivered on 
time allowing for COVID shut downs 
and weather interruptions and within 
budget. I applaud the General Manger 
and his Executive Team for managing 
and delivering this project. I look forward 
welcoming everyone to attend the 
Community Open Day when the project is 

CLR DR MILA KASBY 
NORTH WARD
0400 597 538
clr.kasby@thehills.nsw.gov.au

The last few years have been like living 
in a game of Jumanji. The relentless 
challenges, the uncertainty, the stress 
and the social isolation have been hard.

Many of us are still dealing with the 
impacts of the pandemic and the 
disruptions it causes. Recent weeks of 
heavy rain and subsequent flooding have 
taken an additional toll, especially for 
communities along the Hawkesbury River.

Residents of Wisemans Ferry barely had 
time to recover from last year’s flood, only 
to be battered again, the river wreaking 
havoc at record-breaking heights. In 2020 
this same community and the semi-rural 
area of North Ward narrowly escaped 
the wrath of the mega-fires and we all 
endured a searing summer of harmful 
smoke.

Local ferry services are not yet 
operational and many of the roads nearby 
have been badly damaged by rain and 
landslides. 

Council’s priority is to urgently repair 
these roads allowing residents to return 
home and start the heartbreaking clean-
up, but in some cases, this is frustratingly 
complex. Pothole numbers increased 
by 300% across our Shire and council 
crews, stretched to capacity, tirelessly 
work to patch up roads.

It’s been eye-opening as a new councillor 
to see how much councils are being 
asked to do, with less. The costs of 
repairing infrastructure and roads after 
severe weather events are massive, as 
is the cost to our community in damage 
to homes and businesses, health and 
wellbeing.

Climate change is fuelling 
‘unprecedented’ events and we can be 
better prepared. Councils are at the heart 
of responding to climate impacts, but 
they desperately need the funding to do 
so as the challenges continue to mount. 

We know that it’s better to invest in 
preparing for climate disasters, so 
more money should be allocated for 

preparation in addition to recovery.

It is time for Governments to step up and 
enable councils to prepare for and respond 
better to climate fuelled events, rapidly 
reduce emissions and increase investment 
in renewable energy. And we need them to 
do it before the next roll of the dice. 

reasonably restore and repair their land to 
its pre-flood condition.

As I have travelled around the area I am 
amazed how the communities all banded 
together to help one another. The SES, 
RFS, emergency services and other 
volunteers have again rolled up their 
sleeves and helped others in need.It is a 
long road to recovery but we will together, 
get through this. I have seen for myself the 
strength and determination of everyone 
involved and as a councillor in the Hills 
Shire Council, hope that I, in some small 
way, can offer assistance if needed.

people, improving the environment, 
reducing fire risk, collecting seeds and 
getting tons of fresh air and some healthy 
exercise. 

Volunteers also experience a wonderful 
sense of achievement. While the Hills has 
many volunteers, there is always an open 
invitation for more joiners to the not-for-
profits in the area. If you are interested in 
Bushcare, why not call Council’s Bushcare 
Officer on 9843 0555 or email council-
enviro@thehills.nsw.gov.au and join the 
more than 270 other registered Bushcare 
volunteers making a difference.

finally finished in the coming few months. 
Please mark this in your calendar when the 
date is announced. 
 
Abandoned Shopping Trolleys

The war on shopping trolleys is about to 
end. Many people are aware that I have 
mounted a campaign to rid our Shire  
of abandoned shopping trolleys.  
Great news is that The Hills Shire Council 
led the way in a submission to amend the 
Impounding Act. 

In November 2021, the Minister for 
Local Government introduced the Public 
Spaces (Unattended Property) Bill 2021 
to Parliament to make our valuable 
places safer and more enjoyable for 
communities across the state. The changes 
to the Impounding Act will see owners 
of shopping trolleys, unregistered cars, 
trailers and stray stock face harsh penalties 
if they do not remove them from public 
places within risk-based timeframes. 

So seeing an abandoned shopping trolley 
will be a thing of the past not just in our 
Shire but across the whole of NSW. 
 
Volunteers and Fund Raising

The Hills is blessed with an army of 
volunteers and there’s always room for 
more people to join in helping at special 
events. I thank all volunteers and in 
particular I would like to single out the 
SES and RFS who do amazing work in our 
community. 

In May two important events will be held 
that I love being involved in, The Hills 
Relay for Life and the Red Shield Appeal, 
for which I am the Area Chairman.  I 
encourage you to participate and give 
generously.

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK ABOUT 
THE HILLS FOCUS MAGAZINE

Do you have any suggestions for the Hills Focus magazine? 
Scan the QR code to fill out a short survey.
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INSIDE
Top picnic spots in The Hills
More sportsfields on the way
Rose garden revitalisation
The honey and egg man
Major projects update
Actor makes director debut
And more…
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THE CAT EMPIRE THE TESKEY BROTHERS JOHN BUTLER AND MORE
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COMMUNITY OPEN DAY

You’re invited to explore  
the brand new WAVES!

wavesfitnessandaquatic.com.au

CHECK OUR WEBSITE  
FOR OPEN DAY DETAILS

+ TALK TO QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS
AND DISCUSS MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS!

F REE ENTRY!

F REE SWIM & GYM

F REE COFFEE F REE FAMILY FUN

FREE   WATER   
    SPLA  SH PLAY


