
F   CUS

THE 2022 ORANGE BLOSSOM FESTIVAL WILL RUN SUBJECT TO PUBLIC HEALTH ORDERS

N E W S  A N D        I N F O R M AT I O N  F R O M  T H E  H I L L S  S H I R E  C O U N C I L

S Y D N E Y  H I L L S S P R I N G  2 0 2 2

Program of events inside

Community Open Day  
Saturday 3 September
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With indoor and outdoor pools and 
state-of-the-art fitness centre, the 
new Waves can help you achieve 
your fitness goals faster. 
The complex replaces the previous 50-metre swimming 
pool on the same site in Mileham Avenue, Baulkham 
Hills, originally opened in 1967.

The new Waves features large windows for natural 
light and uses the latest technology throughout. Pool 
tiles are shades of blue with white accent tiles and a 
dash of lime green for colour and fun. The spacious 
fitness centre is fully equipped and offers views over 
the beautiful Roxborough Park Rose Garden while you 
work out. 

GET IN THE SWIM!
Choose from four pools for your daily swimming and 
leisure time. 

• Outdoor FINA Standard Olympic sized 50m pool 
with 10 lanes and submersible wall that can create 
two 25m pools.

• 25m outdoor training pool for swim school, lap 
swimming and squad training.

• Combined indoor 25m and family leisure pool with 
toddler area, ‘beach and lagoon’ theme and easy 
entry via a gentle gradient.

• 20m warm water program pool for aqua classes, 
rehabilitation and general leisure.

• Sauna, spa pool and steam room.

LEARN TO SWIM CLASSES
Learn to swim programs will be offered 
for children from six months, as well as 
adults and people with disabilities. 

SQUADS 
Squad sessions are offered at 
competitive, surf, fitness, development 
and junior levels.

GET FIT!
The 1000sqm fitness centre is fully 
equipped with market-leading Technogym 
equipment to cover all your cardio and 
weight training requirements.

• Cardio equipment includes 
Technogym treadmills, elliptical 
trainers, recumbent bikes, upright 
bikes, steppers and striders. 

• Resistance training is offered through 
Technogym’s Outrace multi-training 
structure.

• Technogym’s Mywellness app can 
be used on all equipment and is 
compatible with both Apple and 
Android devices. It pairs with all 
Technogym machines wirelessly and 
can be used by individuals or for 
small group classes.

• Training zones with pin and plate 
loaded strength equipment and 
weights area.

• Personal training sessions (as a one-
off, five or 10 sessions), and one-off 
new gym orientations are on offer. 

CHOOSE YOUR CLASS
Body Pump, Boxing, Cycle, Circuit, 
Pilates, Yoga and Aqua Fitness form the 
weekly timetable with early morning,  
mid-morning, and early evening sessions. 

WATER PLAY 
A monster outdoor water play and splash 
pad area includes an ‘aqua-batic’ climbing 
platform, spiral tunnel, twin tot slide and 
fun water sprayers and soakers. 

Why not book the adjacent party room 
with catering provided by the café for a 
memorable birthday experience?

A NEW 

WAVES
IS HERE

Welcome to the new Waves Fitness and Aquatic Centre! 
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The World War II Memorial 
at Balcombe Heights Estate, 
Baulkham Hills has received a 
makeover.

The Memorial pays tribute to 
those who attended the former 
Masonic School and went on to 
fight in the Second World War  
and the Vietnam conflict. 

It was upgraded after Council 
secured approximately 
$200,000 under the Australian 
Government’s Local Roads and 
Community Infrastructure (LRCI) 
Program.  

The project involved a complete 
refurbishment while retaining the 
original central monument and 
flagpole. 

The former retaining walls and 
paving were demolished and 
replaced by new granite stone 
steps and paving, as well as new 
pathways and ramps. 

A commemorative seat was also 
included in the works along with  
a garden of white roses, rosemary 
and westringias.

The WWII memorial upgrade 
received funding under Phase 
Two of the LRCI Program that 
supports councils to deliver 
priority community infrastructure 
projects, supporting jobs and the 
resilience of local economies to 
help communities bounce back 
from the COVID-19 pandemic.

Register your interest to become a member at 
www.wavesfitnessandaquatic.com.au or call  
02 8848 6789. Images thanks to Blackout Theatre.

WAR  
MEMORIAL 
UPGRADE

REFUEL AT THE CAFE
Waves has a quality on-site café with a 
light-filled indoor seating area, as well 
as outdoor dining space and take-away 
coffee window that can be accessed 
even when you’re not working out.  

SPECIAL FEATURES 
Energy features include double glazing 
for thermal insulation, high efficiency 
LED lighting, 99W solar power to 
energise pool equipment, heat recovery 
systems, pool blankets, an electric 
vehicle charging station for visitors and 
rainwater re-use for irrigation. 

Lighting throughout the complex uses 
sensors to ensure lights come on only 
when they are needed.

Accessibility features include ramp 
access for the indoor program pool, 
outdoor 25m and 50m pools, aquatic ‘wet 
chairs’, portable pool hoist, dedicated 
15sqm adult change room with motorised 
change bench and hoist, wheelchair 
accessibility between indoor and outdoor 
pool areas and basement carpark lift.

Safety features include passive 
surveillance, safe chemical storage, grab 
rails and balustrades at the pool ramps, 
line of sight visibility of toddler areas and 
automation of building lighting.

Security features include external 
lighting, CCTV surveillance and access 
control systems.

 
BECOME A MEMBER
A Waves membership can help you 
reach your fitness goals! Both general 
admissions and a range of membership 
options are on offer. Single entry for both 
aquatic and fitness is available, as well 
as 10 and 20-visit passes.

Aquatic membership includes all areas 
available for swimming and aquatic 
activities. A swim, spa, steam, sauna 
combo option is also available.

Fitness membership includes access to 
the Fitness Centre, all classes including 
aquatic exercise classes and access 
to areas available for swimming and 
aquatic activities. 

Fortnightly direct debit memberships are 
available, as well as upfront six months 
or 12 months with discount pricing for 
concession holders.

Road upgrades in Box Hill, a corridor 
revitalisation at Cattai Creek, footpath 
rejuvenations and a brand-new cycleway 
bridge are just some of the projects 
that will be carried out in the 2022-23 
Hills Shire Plan. The Hills Shire Plan is 
a five-part document that provides the 
framework by which Council plans to 
operate during the next financial year. 
It also includes projects funded by both 
Council and the State Government, 
through grant funding.

Key projects funded under the 2022-
2023 Plan, include: 
• $6.5 million to rejuvenate roads 

across the region
• $600,000 for new and restored 

footpaths
• $1.9 million for George Thornton 

Reserve field extension
• $1.2 million towards the Barry 

Road bypass and Withers Road 
intersection, North Kellyville

• $1.8 million for plans to construct 
traffic signals at the Old Pitt Town 
Road, Terry Road and Fontana Drive 
intersection

• $3.6 million on the revitalisation of 
the Cattai Creek Corridor

• $900,000 for Cattai Ridge Road and 
Halcrows Road intersection upgrade 

• $600,000 for designs for Windsor 
Road and Cook Street traffic signal 
upgrade, Baulkham Hills

• $600,000 for the Janpieter 
Road, Gables missing link road 
construction

• $600,000 for Green Road 
rehabilitation from Wrights Road to 
St Pauls Avenue, Kellyville 

• $500,000 for Boundary Road 
rehabilitation from Windsor Road to 
Cattai Ridge Road, Box Hill

• $1.6 million for Terry Road Box Hill 
culvert crossing construction

• $600,000 for Smalls Creek cycleway 
bridge from Curtis Road to Farmer 
Circuit Kellyville

• $500,000 for Smalls Creek Bridge 
between Ross Place and Edwards 
Road North Kellyville

• $1 million for bay station 
replacement at Annangrove Rural 
Fire Station

• $600,000 for the installation at 
Wellgate Avenue Netball Complex 
administration building, padmount 
substation 

• $58.8 million will be used to acquire 
land in Rouse Hill, Annangrove, 
Balmoral Road, North Kellyville and 
Box Hill for open space, community 
facilities and other infrastructure

The Hills Shire Plan is available  
to view on Council’s website  
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au 

Hills Shire 
Plan projects
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HANNAFORD AVENUE RESERVE
At Box Hill’s newest play space residents 
can enjoy open space, a picnic shelter, 
seating and a number of trees for provide 
shade.

A children’s playground with climbing 
unit and slide, swing set, accessible 
roundabout and other equipment makes 
the park fun for families.

The Department of Planning and 
Environment awarded Council a 
‘Greening Our City’ grant, which 
contributed additional funds that assisted 
with delivering this park and playground.

 

MCMILLIAN CIRCUIT RESERVE
The latest playground with a kick-about 
space and stormwater management basin 
has been completed in North Kellyville.

The playground features a play unit with 
slide, climbing structures and a swing set 
as well as a grassy area to enjoy a picnic 
or play outdoor games.

The basin was installed as part of 
integrated stormwater management 
controls across North Kellyville and will 
assist in the prevention of downstream 
flooding. Stormwater management 
basins are also under construction at 
Lansdowne Road Reserve and Indwarra 
Avenue Reserve, in North Kellyville, and 
are anticipated to be open later this year, 
weather permitting. 

 

BARRY ROAD RESERVE
A storm water management basin, kick 
about play space and landscaping has 
been completed adjacent to the existing 
playground at Barry Road Reserve. The 
playground was designed to fit the natural 
terrain, and includes a climbing structure, 
slide, roundabout and bespoke shade 
structure, along with sandstone elements 
and native trees and plants.

More places 
to play!

Thursday 8 to Saturday 10 September
Arthur Whitling Park, next to the Castle Hill Metro
Our main event is back! Every night, treat yourself to ‘DESSERT FEST’  
food stalls or take a spin in the roller rink. Snap a selfie with light  
installations and enjoy roving entertainment, chalk artists, yard games,  
glow in the dark face painting and a glow-in-the dark swing set. 

‘Move it, groove it’ on Thursday 8 
DJs, break dancing and parkour sessions from 4pm to 9pm.

Chill out on Friday 9 
Enjoy the smooth vibes of music on the main stage by local artists from 4pm to 9pm.

Movie night on Saturday 10 
Festival fun begins at 3pm. Grab your spot for a FREE family-friendly movie from 
6.30pm (see website for movie details closer to the date).

After a two-year hiatus, The Hills’ sweetest community event, Orange 
Blossom Festival, returns in 2022 with new-look main event and 
exciting community activities throughout September.  

Get the juice on OBF - visit  www.orangeblossomfestival.com.au 

We have a plan - for bikes! 
Council’s Bike Plan and Cycling Maps 
have been reviewed. The Bike Plan is 
a strategic document intended to assist 
Council’s future decision-making for the 
active transport network throughout the 
Shire. 

Since the plan’s previous review, a 
significant series of new works have been 
implemented across the Shire, and new 
development areas in Box Hill, Gables, 
Kellyville, and North Kellyville have now 
been included in the plan. Additionally, 
large portions of the cycling network have 
been delivered and the connection points 
for the network into residential areas and 
metro stations have also changed.

To view the plan, visit Council’s 
website and search for Bike Plan. 
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The Hills Shire Council is proud to support community-run  
events in association with Orange Blossom Festival.

Orange Blossom Bonsai Show 
Friday 2 to Sunday 4 September
Friday and Saturday 10am - 5pm, 
Sunday 10am - 4pm
This year’s Bonsai exhibition has something 
for everyone and includes an amazing 
display and well-stocked bonsai market. 
Harvey Lowe Pavilion, Castle Hill 
Showground
Cost: $5 Adults, $3 Concession and  
children under 12 free
Bonsai Society of Australia Inc. 
www.bonsai.asn.au 

Cross Country Challenge
Sunday 11 September | 8am – 1pm
The Rotary Club of Castle Hill is hosting 
the Cross-Country Challenge with different 
distances to cater for all capabilities.
Bella Vista Farm 
Prices start from $20  
(for details visit the website)
www.crosscountrychallenge.com.au   

Young Virtuosos 2022
Friday 9 September | 7:30pm
Enjoy a concert of great classical music by 
talented young musicians from the Sydney 
Hills Youth Orchestra and the Sydney Hills 
Junior Orchestra.
Pioneer Theatre, Castle Hill 
Cost: Adult Tickets $30, Concession Tickets 
$20, Student Tickets $10
www.orchestras.sys.org.au

Public Speaking Competition
Saturday 10 September | 1pm
Open to all students attending high  
schools in The Hills, this competition  
is a celebration of youth in our Shire.
Glenhaven Community Centre
Cost: FREE  |  www.siswp.org 

Baulkham Hills Art Society’s OBF 
Art Exhibition
Saturday 3 and Sunday 4 
September | 9am – 4pm
Baulkham Hills Art Society is holding an art 
exhibition, open to the community, at Dural 
Memorial Hall. 
Cost: FREE

Jazz at The Pines
Sunday 18 September  
12:30pm – 4pm
Jazz at The Pines is an outdoor concert held 
in the grounds of historic Roughley House, 
Dural. Relax in a picnic setting to the sounds 
of smooth jazz with the Mike Hallam Hot Six.
The Pines, Dural
Cost: $25 Adults, $20 Concession,  
$50 Family
The Rotary Club of The Hills-Kellyville Inc 
www.jazzatthepines.org.au

Sydney Hills Garden Competition 
Monday 12 to Friday 23 September 
Why not enter your garden in the iconic 
OBF garden competition - for gardens of all 
shapes and sizes including private gardens, 
commercial and industrial sites, schools, 
balconies and more. 
Cost: FREE  |  www.hillsrotary.org.au
The Rotary Club of The Hills-Kellyville Inc

Kenthurst Fair
Sunday 11 September | 10am – 3pm
Enjoy all the fun of the fair with rides, stalls and the  
iconic street parade. 
John Benyon Park, Kenthurst
Cost: Free  |  www.kenthurstrotaryclub.com.au 
The Rotary Club of Kenthurst

Orange Blossom Festival Annual Art Awards
Friday 16 to Sunday 18 September 
10am – 4pm
Castle Hill Art Society celebrates local art with the  
Annual Art Awards and exhibition – here’s your  
opportunity to buy original art from local artists.
Castle Glen Community Centre, Ridgecrop Drive,  
Castle Hill 
Cost: Free  |  www.castlehillartsociety.org.au

Get the juice on OBF - visit  
www.orangeblossomfestival.com.au 
Disclaimer: event details subject to change. 
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WHAT’S ON AT THE 

YOUNG VITUOSOS 
9 September  
Enjoy a concert of great classical music 
by talented young musicians from the 
Sydney Hills Youth Orchestra and the 
Sydney Hills Junior Orchestra.
 
HILLS SHIRE SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA 
10 September
Don’t miss ‘The Planets’ – a live concert 
for lovers of classical music.

LEGALLY BLONDE THE 
MUSICAL 
Blackout Theatre Company 
30 September to 9 October
Based on the cult classic film, this 
award-winning Broadway hit is action-
packed and exploding with memorable 
songs and dynamic dances.

NEED A PERFORMANCE 
SPACE?
Did you know that you can hire for 
your next production or gig? 
The Pioneer Theatre is a versatile ‘block 
box’ style theatre just a short walk from 
Castle Hill Metro. 
With box office, break out rooms and 
on-site parking, it may be exactly what 
you’re looking for! 
See for yourself! Search for Venue  
Hire on our website and click on 
‘Book a free tour’ - or simply email 
pioneertheatre@thehills.nsw.gov.au 
For all show times, hire information  
and to sign up for our e-newsletter,  
visit our brand new website at  
www.pioneertheatre.com.au

Pioneer Theatre

The Hills Shire Council has gone 
‘cashless’. This means that Council 
no longer accepts payments by cash 
or cheque at our customer service 
centres including libraries. However, 
you may still pay your rates by cash 
or cheque at a Post Office. 
 
There are several ways to make 
payments including:
• BPAY from your cheque/savings/

debit/credit card/transaction 
account

• Debit/credit card payment via 
Council’s website

• Debit/credit card payment online 
or over the phone via automated 
telephone service (rates 
payments only)

• Direct debit from your credit card 
or bank account

• Debit/credit payment from your 
emailed rate notice or e-notice 
account (rates payments only)

• Rates payments in-store at 
Australia Post by cash or cheque

• Library payments using debit/
credit cards can be made by 
phone or at the Customer 
Service desk at any branch, 
online via the library website, or 
through the library app.

Note: Council does not charge a 
merchant fee for credit card payments.

For more information, including 
why Council has gone cashless, 
visit our website and search for the 
“Customer Service Centres” page.

COUNCIL 
HAS GONE 
CASHLESS

MAYOR, DR PETER GANGEMI
0419 429 095
mayor.gangemi@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Mitigating floods
In July, I visited parts of our community 
that had been impacted by floods. It 
was a surreal experience to see the 
devastation and destruction caused to 
homes, properties, roads and community 
assets. Some properties were being 
impacted for the fourth time in 16 months.

Council once again made the Castle 
Hill Showground available as an animal 
evacuation centre with Greater Sydney 
Local Land Services co-ordinating this 
service, and 49 animals stayed during 
the peak of the floods. 

While Council plays a significant role in 
the clean up process, there must be a 
greater focus on flood mitigation and not 
simply on support and recovery.

Warragamba Dam was only ever built 
for water storage purposes and not 
for flood mitigation. The 2017 NSW 
Infrastructure Report ‘Resilient Valley, 
Resilient Communities’ outlined that the 
raising of the Warragamba Dam wall 
was the infrastructure option with the 
highest benefit in reducing flooding of the 
Hawkesbury-Nepean River.

Raising the dam wall by 14m would have 
reduced the March 2021 flood levels by 
5m at Penrith and 3.6m in Windsor. In a 1 
in 100-year flood, the presence of a 14m 
higher wall would reduce the predicted 
damage bill from $3 billion to $400 
million. In a flood that is the height of the 
1867 disaster, it is estimated that raising 
the dam wall would save 7,000 homes. 

The raising of Warragamba Dam for 
flood mitigation has been discussed for 
decades. The time has come for a clear 
commitment from the State Government 
to proceed with this project, and to do so 
without Federal support if necessary. 

I also want to acknowledge Cattai 
resident Carl Hearps, who sadly lost his 
life as he assisted with flood relief after 
the helicopter he was flying crashed 
in South Maroota. Mr Hearps is an 
experienced pilot and was on his way to 
pick-up a family cut off by flood waters. 
He will be remembered as a hero and our 
thoughts and prayers are with his family.

Parks and Sportsfields
Council has made it a clear priority to 
deliver more parks and sportsfields for 
our community. We recently opened 
Hannaford Avenue Reserve in Box 
Hill, and the extensive playground 
equipment is being very well used 
by local families. Council have also 
recently finished a number of parks 
in North Kellyville that serve a dual 
purpose as places of recreation while 
functioning as stormwater detention 
basins. These parks are Barry Road 
Reserve, Indwarra Avenue Reserve and 
McMillian Circuit Reserve. Council also 
recently opened our brand new four 
multi-purpose field facility at Balmoral 
Road Reserve in Kellyville that will also 
house cricket. Construction is also 
underway for the Samantha Riley Drive 
Reserve sportsfields and the extension 
of Kenthurst Park, with construction of a 
number of other parks in North Kellyville 
to occur in the near future.   
 
Waves – what a journey
It has been incredible to witness the 
development of the new Waves Fitness 
and Aquatic Centre from concept to 
reality. This is one of the largest projects 
Council has ever taken on, and one 
that will have ongoing benefits for our 
community.

The complex has been designed to 
create a range of opportunities for 
as many people in our community as 
possible, with an Olympic sized outdoor 
50m pool, 25m outdoor pool, two indoor 
swimming and leisure pools, a fully 
equipped gymnasium with state-of-the-
art equipment, fitness classes, on-site 
cafe and a monster water play splash 
pad. We’ve kept energy efficiency and 
accessibility front of mind, with a range of 
features across the complex.

I am so proud of the work that I and 
my fellow Councillors in this term of 
Council have done to deliver Waves 
for the Community. I encourage you to 
head down to Waves and try the facility 
for yourself, I promise that it will be an 
incredible experience.

C O U N C I L L O R S  C O M M E N T S
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Hills domestic violence network 
celebrates 30 years of action
As one of your Councillors I was honoured 
to attend an event celebrating thirty years 
of action by the Hills Domestic Violence 
network and was thrilled to meet with 
founding members. I congratulate the 
network on their commitment to tackle 
the scourge of domestic violence and the 
support they have rendered to the Hills 
Community over this time. 
 
Naidoc week
  NAIDOC Week is an annual week-long 
celebration of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander history, culture and 
achievements. This year’s NAIDOC theme 
was Get Up! Stand up! Show Up! It was 
great to join the community to participate 
in NAIDOC week events in The Hills. 
I attended the Hills Community Aid Family 
fun day at Balcombe Heights Estate, 
a momentous occasion showcasing 
First Nation storytelling and various 
fun activities for all - well done to event 
organisers for a successful event. 
 
Balcombe Heights Estate
I recently attended the unveiling of the 
upgraded World War two memorial 
at Balcombe Heights Estate. The 
Memorial, which pays tribute to the 
men who attended the former Masonic 
School at the Estate and then went onto 
fight in the Second World War and in 
the Vietnam conflict, was upgraded 
after Council successfully secured 
approximately $200,000 under the 
Australian Government’s Local Roads 
and Community Infrastructure (LRCI) 
Program. Balcombe Heights Estate is one 
of the jewels of the Hills Shire, formerly 
the William Thompson Masonic School 
which opened in 1922 and purchased by 
Council in 1977, presently the buildings 
are allocated to groups involved in 
community service and can be hired for 

C O U N C I L L O R S  C O M M E N T S C O U N C I L L O R S  C O M M E N T S

CLR MARK HODGES 
DEPUTY MAYOR 
CENTRAL WARD
0400 492 842
clr.hodges@thehills.nsw.gov.au

CLR JESSICA BRAZIER 
CENTRAL WARD
0400 460 504
clr.brazier@thehills.nsw.gov.au

CLR TONY HAY OAM 
CENTRAL WARD
0414 482 000
clr.tonyhay@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Information about Councillors, Council 
meetings and latest news can be found on 
Council’s website www.thehills.nsw.gov.au.

It’s been a difficult year for our residents 
with ongoing poor weather and flooding, 
however it has reminded me again 
of the strength of our volunteers and 
community who have joined together to 
help one another in the most challenging 
times. I sincerely thank all of those 
who have sacrificed their time and 
contributed to helping us to repair and 
rebuild.
The start of spring in The Hills is my 
favourite time of year. Although the 
warmer weather and sunshine will 
be most welcome, it is also a time to 
celebrate the Orange Blossom Festival, 
a showcase of all the best that The Hills 
has to offer. Commencing on Thursday 
8 September at Arthur Whitling Park, 
this year’s festival will have a variety of 
events across the Shire for the whole 
family to enjoy.
Although agriculture is certainly still 
present in the area, The Hills was once 
a major citrus and stone fruit producing 
region. The Orange Blossom Festival 
takes its name from this part of our 
history and has continued to grow and 
reflect the progressive and diverse 
nature of Hills community. To check 
the schedule of this year’s events, visit: 
www.orangeblossomfestival.com.au
Another highlight for this season will 
be enjoying the new facilities at Waves 
Fitness and Aquatic Centre. Waves has 
been a landmark for our community for 
many years and residents have been 
eager to make use of its facilities once 
again. I spent a great deal of time at 
Waves as a child - learning to swim, 
school carnivals and relaxing with 
my family - so I am proud to be part 
of a team who has been able to see 
this project through to completion for 
generations to come.

First six months of term
The term of council is now six months 
into the current term. There have been 
many important decisions which we have 
made on behalf of our community during 
the first six months. Each decision has 
been made after careful consideration of 
impact on the lives of not only the current 
community but future communities who 
will live and work within our Shire. I am 
pleased to be able to say the decision-
making process has been open, 
transparent, responsible, and courteous 
of the views of each councillor.  Each 
decision has been made taken after 
proper consideration of what is in the best 
interest of our community.
 
Purchase of Castle Hill Mall
The decision to invest funds to purchase 
Castle Hill Mall was one of the most 
important financial decisions taken by a 
body of Councillors for many years.  The 
decision was made after a responsible, 
courteous, and careful process where 
Councillors reviewed reports so to ensure 
the investment of funds was in the very 
best interest of our community. The 
overwhelming majority of our community 
have applauded the decision to acquire 
Castle Hill Mall.  The acquisition of Castle 
Hill Mall ensures the financial stability of 
our Council for years into the future.
 
Moving on with the job of roads, parks 
and infrastructure
When my colleagues and I were elected 
we promised to move forward with the 
completion of roads, parks, playgrounds, 
gardens, and important infrastructure.  
We are well underway in fulfilling our 
promise.

We have worked with Council Officers 
and recently announced within The 
Hills Shire Plan a budget to improve the 
roads network within Central Ward of 
$16,884,204.00.  I am looking forward 
to working with Council Staff and our 
community to fulfil our promise to 
complete work on our road network, 
parks, playgrounds, and gardens.

We have ensured additional parks 
and playground are moving forward to 
opening completion. The playgrounds at 
Hannaford Avenue Reserve Box Hill and 

CLR RYAN TRACEY 
EAST WARD
0419 429 217
clr.tracey@thehills.nsw.gov.au

CLR JEROME COX 
EAST WARD
0400 499 157
clr.cox@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Information about Councillors, Council 
meetings and latest news can be found on 
Council’s website www.thehills.nsw.gov.au.

Business education
The Hills small businesses are a very 
important part of our community, and 
Council is committed to supporting them.
Our Business Education ‘How To’ Series, 
has been very well received this year. This 
series of face-to-face workshops is for new 
and existing business owners on essential 
topics like social media, business planning 
and marketing.
Held in partnership with Western Sydney 
Business Centre, I encourage you to take 
a look at the workshops on offer that can 
help you better understand the ‘business of 
business’! You can find them on Council’s 
website or call our Economic Development 
team on 9843 0348.
 
Bella Vista Farm upgrades
Bella Vista Farm is one of our community’s 
favourite places to visit for picnics, walks, 
open days and major events. Work is taking 
place that will upgrade the walking tracks 
and cycleways, as well as adding a new 
playground to complement the existing 
barbecues and open space.
The new playground includes a spiral slide, 
shade structure, a junior slide and swings, 
and will make Bella Vista Farm a great 
place for families to get together outdoors. 
It was made possible through the State 
Government’s $250 million NSW Public 
Spaces Legacy Program.
 
Rose garden makeover
Another special place in the Hills is the 
Roxborough Park Rose garden and, 
although experiencing delays due to 
extreme weather conditions, it is moving 
ahead with a significant upgrade.
The changes include the demolition and 
d replacement of the original staircase, 

CLR REENA JETHI 
EAST WARD
0412 341 161
clr.jethi@thehills.nsw.gov.au

CLR MITCHELL BLUE 
NORTH WARD
0400 449 324
clr.blue@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Floods
The Shire has experienced a second 
major flood of the Hawkesbury River just 
this year and the fourth in two years. 
In The Hills, areas such as Sackville 
North, Lower Portland, Leets Vale and 
Wisemans Ferry have been significantly 
impacted. 
Roads such as Pages Wharf Rd at 
Sackville North and River Rd along many 
parts have again suffered major damage. 
Rectification works to some of the 
damaged sections of Pages Wharf Rd 
and River Rd from the 2021 flood were 
in the process of being designed and 
nearing commencement. In many areas 
along the river, these roads provide 
the only access to residents, and it is 
critical that they are repaired as soon as 
practicable possible. Wiseman’s Ferry 
Park and Kiosk were only days away from 
being fully restored and opened again. 
The task starts again. 
Again, in times of crisis our community 
come together to help. I would like to 

events. The estate has many community 
functions including barbecue facilities, 
tennis courts, skate ramp, fenced dog 
off leash area, plenty of space to roam, 
and playgrounds for all ages including a 
Liberty swing. 
 
Warragamba Dam
I do believe there are a number of flood 
mitigation alternatives to raising the 
Warragamba Dam wall such as opening 
Warragamba Dam gates more slowly 
to temporarily hold back inflows, pre-
releases from Warragamba Dam water 
supply to create a temporary flood 
mitigation zone in advance of a forecast 
flood and lowering Warragamba Dam’s 
water supply storage to create a dedicate 
flood mitigation zone. I do not support 
raising the Warragamba Dam Wall. 
 
Cut your waste in half
Hills residents get up to 50% off the 
retail price of a compost bin, worm farm 
or bokashi bin plus free delivery to cut 
waste in half. Join the fast- growing 
movement to compost at home – cut 
your waste in half, reduce your carbon 
footprint, and make rich soil and fertiliser 
by recycling your food scraps - details 
are on Council’s website. 

creating new garden edging, updating 
pathways to make them more accessible 
and improving irrigation systems. All roses 
that had to be removed during the work will 
be replanted into new beds.
Once completed, hopefully by the end of 
the year if the weather is good, the garden 
will once more be a beautiful place to walk, 
relax and literally ‘smell the roses’.

McMillian Circuit Reserve North Kellyville 
were opened within the last few months. 
The sports field construction at Balmoral 
Road Reserve Kellyville will be opened on 
22 July 2022. 

We have made very important decisions 
in the last few months which has resulted 
in the commencement of the construction 
of the Samantha Riley Drive, Kellyville 
sports fields. We are hoping completion 
will be during about August 2023. 

Community consutlation, engagement 
and events
During this term Mayor Gangemi and your 
Councillors have attended community 
events to ensure an unprecedented 
level of community engagement and 
consultation occurs this term. 
By engaging with the community 
Councillors have been able make 
decisions which fulfil the expectation of 
our community.  
One of the significant events I 
attended was Kite Flying Festival at the 
Showground. The festival was held on 
8 May 2022 and was organized by the 
Indian Cultural Association to celebrate 
‘Makar Sankranti’. 
There were approximately three thousand 
persons at the Showground, and it was a 
wonderful day filled full of colour, activities 
and of course kite flying. There were 
dances, pop-up stalls and great Indian 
food. I recommend that you attend the 
festival when it is held next year.
 
Completion of Waves
When we commenced this term the 
construction of Waves at Baulkham Hills 
was well underway. Many important 
decisions and work remained to be 
completed to finalise the project including 
decisions as to purchasing/leasing 
equipment, licences for the café and 
overseeing the budget to complete the 
project. 
I am pleased to have worked with Council 
Officers to ensure the facility will be 
delivered to completion this term. I look 
forward to our community enjoying the 
facility when opened later this year.
 
Floods
Finally, I want to again thank our 
volunteers from the SES, RFS and other 
emergency services for the tireless work 
to help those members of our community 
who have again been affected by 
recent floods. The recent floods have 
again devastated the north of our Shire. 
Council Staff are working to restore 
roads and infrastructure damaged by the 
recent floods. 
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CLR ROSEMARIE  
BONEHAM 
WEST WARD
0400 551 435
clr.boneham@thehills.nsw.gov.au 

CLR FRANK DE MASI 
WEST WARD
0439 013 343
clr.demasi@thehills.nsw.gov.au

What a rollercoaster weather ride the 
Hills has had to endure. As the shire 
was emerging from one flood disaster, it 
was hit yet again with another. Needless 
to say that all the usual suspects have 
been turning up in numbers to give of 
themselves and make everyone safe, 
doing  as much as is humanly possible to 
help out wherever needed. 

The volunteers have done an incredible 
job, and I want to start by extending my 
sincere gratitude to each and every one 
of them.

Without lessening the importance of what 
I’ve just written, I’d like to briefly mention 
the Waves Fitness and Aquatic Centre. 
The opening has been so anticipated, 
and with the unavoidable delays, the 
anticipation has become palpable. 

So many children are looking forward to 
swimming lessons and pool fun, families 
are ready to enjoy their time at the pool.

But, importantly, the centre is not just for 
the water lovers among us. The first-rate 
gym will provide facilities for those of 
us who like to keep strong and fit out of 
the water, and for those of us who just 
love a good coffee and chat, there’s 
the opportunity there at the café. (See 
wavesfitnessandaquatic.com.au for 
everything on offer there.) 

I know Waves will be hugely popular and 
am especially grateful to all those council 
staff who have worked so hard  to make it 
all happen. 

Spring is here, a time of hope and 
environmental beauty; we can watch all 
the plant buds forming and flowering, 
offering their amazing scents to us 
generously and gratuitously. 

I would like to encourage everyone in the 
Hills to make time to get out and about in 
our lovely green spaces, to walk, to sit, 
to ride, to be grateful for everything that 
is available to us in this community and 
country. 

There have been big challenges for many 
of us, and it can be easy for our mental 
health to suffer. We need to take care of 
ourselves, and as we all know, exercise 
and focussing on the beauty around us is 
a positive step. I’d like to wish everyone 
a warm welcome to Spring and an all the 
wonderful things it brings with it.

CLR VIRGINIA ELLIS 
NORTH WARD
0400 552 041
clr.ellis@thehills.nsw.gov.au

Information about Councillors, Council 
meetings and latest news can be found on 
Council’s website www.thehills.nsw.gov.au.

CLR DR BARBARA  
BURTON 
WEST WARD 
0400 452 389
clr.burton@thehills.nsw.gov.au

We are lucky to live in The Hills and have 
such a great community and so many 
opportunities to engage and enrich our 
lives.
There are many not-for-profit sporting 
activities locally for both children and 
adults such as soccer, football, cricket, 
hockey, netball and basketball on the 
many Council sporting fields and facilities. 
There are so many opportunities to take 
part, get fit, have fun and learn to play in a 
team. Most of these are run by volunteers 
who contribute freely to the wellbeing 
of our community. Thank you to all our 
wonderful volunteers.
The Hills is culturally alive and home to 
many dance schools for children and 
dance groups for adults to have fun and 
increase fitness. There is something for 
everyone, from Tiny Tots to Seniors. These 
often operate out of Council Community 
Centres such as Wrights Road Kellyville. 
There are many music teachers, choirs, 
bands and orchestras.
We have drama groups and the Pavilion 
Theatre is home to Castle Hill Players. The 
Historical Society and Museum at Building 
10 Balcombe Heights provides an insight 
to our past and the lives of local pioneers.
Muru Mittigar seeks to create a better 
understanding of Aboriginal culture in the 
wider community.
For those who love making art there are 
art groups and classes for adults and 
classes for children in painting, drawing, 
sculpture, ceramics, photography and 
print making.
We have many long-term community 
groups such as Girl Guides and Scouts, 
and Rotary and Lions. Thanks to all our 
migrants who seek to maintain their 
culture we have language schools and 
special events showcasing the richness 
and diversity of our community.
If you’d like to discover more about 
community participation opportunities, 
you can find a wealth of information by 
searching for ‘Community Information 
Directory’ on Council’s website. The 
directory is a comprehensive list of 
organisations, community groups and 
local services in the Hills Shire.
As a Councillor I have been privileged 
to visit many of these groups and I thank 
them for all they do to make The Hills such 
a wonderful place to live.

After a long cold winter with record rain 
falls, I welcome Spring and the great 
events to come in our Shire as we head 
towards Summer.

 
Build the Dam Wall!
Floods have again impacted our Shire 
along the Hawkesbury River, this time with 
saturated grounds and heavy rainfalls 
in the first week of July causing waters 
to rise at rapid pace, reaching levels 
in some areas that have not been seen 
before. It’s heart breaking to see residents, 
businesses and community facilities that 
just completed or were in the process of 
mopping up after the previous floods, get 
hit once again.

It is great to see that this Council has 
continued on from the previous Council 
by making a stand to Build the Dam Wall 
at Warragamba Dam by an additional 
14 metres. Raising the level of the dam 
will see less impact and damage caused 
by the Hawkesbury River, so while the 
extensive rain periods we had would still 
have resulted in flooding, it would not have 
been to the devastating extent we recently 
witnessed. I represent Council on the Flood 
Plains Committee and recently represented 
Council on the Flood Management 
Australia Conference that looked at ways 
of mitigating flooding from examining 
the impact flooding has had in NSW and 
across Australia. It was interesting to see 
a graphical photo of how widespread 
the floods of 2021 were compared with a 
computer-generated graphic of the effect if 
the dam wall was raised.

Raising the dam wall is only one way to 
mitigate and prevent flooding in our Shire 
and it is important we do the very best for 
our residents who are directly impacted. 
The recent floods resulted in two lives 
being lost in our Shire and we as a Council 
need to lead the way to ensure that lives 
and properties are protected. I again thank 
Emergency Services, and our Volunteers 
in the SES and RFS who have gone above 
and beyond in treacherous conditions 
to ensure the safety of our residents. 
In addition, our Council team worked 
around the clock together with Emergency 
Services personnel to ensure road closure 
barriers were in place and the endless 
number of pot holes that surfaced were 
quickly fixed.

CLR DR MILA KASBY 
NORTH WARD
0400 597 538
clr.kasby@thehills.nsw.gov.au

There’s been plenty happening all 
over the Hills but this Spring it’s the 
Annangrove Environment Centre’s time to 
shine!

Despite being operational for over 
15 years, the Centre is still relatively 
unknown, even being referred to as the 
“hidden jewel of the Shire” but is fast 
becoming one of our most vibrant and 
exciting community hubs.

Tucked away on the edge of bushland 
behind Annangrove Park, in an area 
home to endangered ecological 
communities and unique biodiversity, 
you’ll find evidence of the love & care that 
has been poured into making the Centre 
the special place it is today, largely by 
our local volunteers.

As a sustainable home demonstration 
building it is complete with rainwater 

tanks, solar panels and solar hot water, 
external louvres over double glazed 
windows, insulation, and hot air extractors 
in the roof. Here we see sustainable 
practices in action which encourages 
valuable discussion around how these 
can be incorporated into the family home.

The waterwise native garden 
demonstrates alternate materials that can 
be used to allow rainwater to penetrate 
the subsoil and reduce rapid runoff as 
well as showcasing water saving ideas 
for plants used throughout the garden. 
There are many types of raised vegetable 
garden beds to marvel at and several 
methods of composting and worm 
farming, all on working display and with 
helpful signage.

We welcome Jessica Styan in her new 
role as Council’s Community Education 
Officer, liaising with volunteers, 
coordinating the workshop program, 
and rolling out exciting events into the 
future. Jess is already doing great things, 
supporting WIRES by providing foliage for 
rescued wildlife and planting more native 
vegetation for this ongoing purpose.

Cattai Hills Environment Network (CHEN) 
in partnership with Western Sydney Uni 
run a fantastic Platypus Aware program 
here educating residents and school 
students in conservation of platypus 
habitat and holding platypus spotting 
workshops.

The Open Day in mid-August marked the 
exciting start to the Centre being open 
each Saturday (in addition to Thursdays) 
allowing many more people to enjoy 
a visit or a workshop and benefit from 
the wealth of knowledge and sense of 
community that is on offer.

Come and say hello at one of the upcoming 
Spring events; the Rotary Orange Blossom 
Festival Stall in Kenthurst on September 
11th, a picnic at the Centre on October 
16th with the Nature Conservation Council, 
join one of the fantastic free workshops or 
just drop in, enjoy the garden, or borrow 
a book – you won’t be disappointed! You 
can also follow on Facebook; Community 
Environment Centre

The New Waves Aquatic Centre – Grand 
Opening
The Grand Opening of the new Waves 
Aquatic Centre is only weeks away 
and I look forward seeing you all at the 
Community Open Day to coincide with 
the opening. I am proud to have been 
involved in seeing this project happen. 
It was a huge decision to make to totally 
redevelop this site and, after many 
heated debates and presentations from 
consultants, quantity surveyors and subject 
experts, and lobbying Councillors by the 
former Mayor and myself, I finally had the 
opportunity to move the motion in Council 
to get the project started to appoint the 
builders and commence construction. I 
need to acknowledge and pay tribute to the 
former Mayor and Councillors who were the 
pioneers signing off on one of the biggest 
infrastructure projects seen in The Hills. We 
a delivering the jewel in the crown in having 
an FIFA Olympic Standard Pool, and one 
day I hope to see one of our residents 
go on to be a Commonwealth, Olympic 
or World Record holder who started their 
swimming career at Waves. This is a world 
class facility for swimming and leisure and 
has of the biggest gymnasiums here in The 
Hills. I encourage you all to take advantage 
of this great facility.
 
Orange Blossom Festival
After having this event cancelled due to 
COVID it is great to see Orange Blossom 
Festival returning this Spring. This is a 
great opportunity to attend the many events 
that have been programmed by Council 
and the community and meet fellow 
Shire residents joining in festival events 
that showcase our local community. The 
Kenthurst Fair and Arthur Whitling Park will 
be the focal point of the Orange Blossom 
Festival this year.
 
Balmoral Rd Reserve Official Opening
It was a great pleasure to be at the Official 
Opening of Balmoral Road Reserve. This 
is a project jointly funded by Council and 
the NSW Government and I joined the Hon 
David Elliott MP, Member for Baulkham 
Hills, Minister for Transport and Veterans 
Affairs at the sod turning ceremony. It is 
great to see this project being delivered to 
the residents of West Ward. The reserve 
has four multi-purpose field for AFL 
and Soccer including two cricket ovals, 
and four tennis courts. It has amenities 
buildings, car parking for 245 cars, a 
playground and picnic facilities. It also 
has an extensive pedestrian and cycling 
path. Council has done well to ensure 
sustainability by installing low energy 
lighting and water recycling. I welcome this 
new reserve in West Ward and it is another 
piece of infrastructure delivered to our 
growing Shire.

C O U N C I L L O R S  C O M M E N T S C O U N C I L L O R S  C O M M E N T S

again thank our SES and RFS volunteers, 
emergency services personnel, 
Australian Defence Force, community 
volunteers and council officers. Without 
our volunteers, I don’t know where we 
would be. I would also like to offer my 
condolences to the family and friends of 
Carl Hearps who was tragically killed in 
a helicopter accident at South Maroota 
whilst on his way to pick up a family who 
were cut off by floodwaters. 
There is still a huge task ahead, from 
cleaning sand off the roads, to cleaning 
out houses and cabins. From collection 
of flood waste to opening of ferries 
and repairing infrastructure. We then 
need to look at flood mitigation. These 
communities can’t be forgotten, and they 
certainly won’t be forgotten by me.
 
Box Hill Reserves
In late May, council officially opened 
Hannaford Avenue Reserve in Box Hill. 
There was a great turnout of community 
members on the day. From all accounts 
since, the park is well used by the 
community. The Box Hill community have 
made it clear to me that want more parks 
in what is a rapidly developing area. This 
certainly isn’t lost on me. 
If I can be of any assistance, please do 
not hesitate to reach out to me. I am more 
than happy to assist where I can. 



Get the juice on OBF - up-to the-minute information and event details, visit  
www.orangeblossomfestival.com.au 

Disclaimer: event details subject to change. 

Arthur Whitling Park Castle Hill
After a two-year hiatus, The Hills’ sweetest community event,  

Orange Blossom Festival, returns in 2022 with new-look main event  
and exciting community activities throughout September. 


