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PURPOSE
This report is for Council to adopt the draft policy for community grants to consider changes to 
the previous Community Grants and Donations Policy. This will enable Council to provide 
financial assistance for activities that increase community service outcomes and community 
participation for residents.

Council provides financial assistance through the Community Grants Program under Section 
356 of the Local Government Act 1991. There is a requirement for the policy to be adopted by 
Council withing the first 12 months after an election.

RECOMMENDATION
1. Council approve the Draft Community Grants Policy – Attachment 1 (ECM No. xxxxxxxxx)

for public exhibition for 28 days.

2. A further report is brought to Council only if any opposing submissions are received during
the public exhibition period.

IMPACTS
Financial
Funding is allocated in the Operational Plan each year for the Community Grants and Donations 
Program. 

Strategic Plan - Hills Future
Council’s Community Grants Program is a mechanism that contributes to facilitating ‘a 
connected and inclusive community through access to a range of services and facilities that 
contribute to health and wellbeing’.



REPORT
The three existing policy documents are complex, and it is recommended a simplified single 
document incorporating the previous grants and donations policy and two guideline documents.

It is proposed that all financial assistance be defined as a ‘Grant’ with three new financial limits 
as follows: 

1. Minor Community Grants increased to $2,500 (renamed from ‘Donations’)
2. Annual Community Grants increased to between $2,501 and $25,000
3. Other Financial Assistance Grants  

The financial donation limit in 2008 was $500 and increased to $1,000 in 2017. It is 
recommended this be increased to $2,500. 

The upper limit for a grant in 2009 was $5,000 and increased to $15,000 in 2013. It is proposed 
that this now be increased to $25,000. 

These increases would allow for larger projects and reduce the administrative workload for both 
Council and applicants for minor grants with the added benefit of them not locked into an annual 
cycle.

It is proposed the current process continue with minor community grants being assessed under 
delegation of the Mayor and General Manager monthly and the annual community grants and 
other financial assistance grants by the assessment panel and reported to Council.

Other key changes include:

 A broad focus on providing grants for community services in four main priority areas:

1. Events, concerts, theatre, and arts programs designed to engage key community 
members that entertain the broader community. 

2. Domestic violence prevention and recovery.
3. Mental health and suicide prevention; and
4. Disability, youth, seniors and cultural projects that support community participation 

opportunities.

 Applicants are only eligible for one grant per financial year. 

 Council administers grants as the custodian of public funds and needs to know that 
recipients can manage funds and provide financial accountability. At the time of lodgement 
for all requests. Council staff will initially assess the applications and contact non-compliant 
or incomplete applicants who will be allocated additional time to resubmit their completed 
applications. Incomplete applications will not proceed for assessment.

 If organisations receive discounted or free venue hire through the Fees and Charges as part 
of the project, then the awarded value of the grant categories 2.2 or 2.3 grant will 
automatically reduce by the full value of the benefit received.

 A statement will need to be provided if the applicant intends to renumerate any of the 
organising committee with the name of the person and amount included as a line item in the 
budget.



 Council administers grants as the custodian of public funds and needs to know that 
recipients can manage funds and provide financial accountability. For funding requests 
between $7,501 and $25,000, applicants are required to provide financial statements 
including profit and loss statements and balance sheets covering 24 months and certified 
by an accredited independent accountant or auditor. If your organisation has been 
registered for less than 24 months, Council requires a current profit and loss and balance 
sheet prepared by a certified by an independent accountant dated within the last three 
months.

 Detailed individual line items of expenditure and revenue and the total budget cost for the 
project, including details of matching dollars, must be provided. Applications with single 
items of expenditure for grant categories 2.2 or 2.3 must include two quotes - increased 
from $1,000 to $2,000 or more.

CONCLUSION
These proposed changes are designed to simplify the process and reduce paperwork from 
smaller grant applications up to $2500 while maintaining a proportional assessment process. 
They also propose to increase upper limits for grants considering that they have not been 
adjusted for inflation for many years. 

ATTACHMENTS
1. Draft Community Grants Policy (9 pages) 


