
DESIGN REVIEW PANEL
The introduction of the Sydney Metro Northwest is 
changing the way development will occur and it is important 
that buildings be outstanding to provide not only the 
housing and jobs we need, but a positive contribution to the 
public realm.  

Higher density development that will accompany the rail 
link requires more critical consideration of design elements 
and the Design Review Panel ( ‘the Panel’) will provide 
expert design advice to council in considering future 
development. 

The Panel is constituted under Clauses 8.6 and 9.5 in The 
Hills Local Environmental Plan.

WHAT IS THE ROLE OF THE PANEL?
• To evaluate and critique design aspects of proposed  
 development and provide recommendations on whether  
 development exhibits “Design Excellence”. 
• To provide recommendations and advice to the   
 consent authority.  

WHAT DEVELOPMENT DOES THE PANEL APPLY TO?
• Any development (residential, retail, seniors housing,  
 mixed-use or commercial land uses) which contains  
 a building over 21 metres or 6 storeys (or both), 
	 (including	applications	for	modification	of	consent	that	 
 include external alterations); or
• Any strategic planning matters for which design  
 excellence is relevant.

WHO IS ON THE PANEL?
Three external design experts approved by the 
Government Architect.

WHAT IS REQUIRED?
The following documentation will be provided to Council 
staff	(electronically)	fifteen	(15)	working	days	before	the	
meeting:

• Architectural Drawings in A3 size format;
• Electronic  Model in Sketchup format; and
• All other supporting studies or relevant information.

Applicants will be invited to attend the Panel meeting to 
present their development concept and to respond to 
questions from the Panel members. A maximum of 
5 members from the applicant’s team may attend.

WHAT IS THE COST?
The cost of all  Panel meetings is at the applicant’s 
expense. The Panel cost is $3,508.00 and is required to 
be	lodged	with	the	development	application,	modification	
application, or application to present at a Panel hearing.
Applications withdrawn from a scheduled Panel meeting 
less than 14 days before the meeting date forfeit the Panel 
meeting fee. A new fee is payable to attend a further 
meeting.  

SCHEDULING OF A PANEL MEETING
• The date of the meeting will be every fourth Wednesday  
	 of	the	month,	unless	otherwise	specified.	
• Panel meetings are subject to availability, contact   
 Council to schedule a meeting date.

CONTACT COUNCIL
Customer Service Centre
3 Columbia Court, Norwest, NSW 2153 
Phone: 9843 0555 
Hours: 8:30am - 4:30pm | Monday to Friday 
Website: www.thehills.nsw.gov.au
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FLOWCHART OF PROCEDURES

Applicant lodges pre-development application or 
development application with Council

Payment of Panel meeting fee

Applicant amends design and 
submits material to Council

Panel advice provided to Development 
Assessment	Officer

Development	Assessment	Officer	notify	
applicant of the advice of the Panel

Amended design 
required?

Panel advice considered in the development 
assessment

Date, time and location of the Panel Meeting 
notified	to	Applicant	2	week	prior	to	meeting	date

NoYes

Panel Meeting held where Applicant can address 
the Panel

Note: Applicants are encouraged to seek input from the Design Review Panel prior to lodgement of a 
Development Application. Seeking input early in the design process may reduce any design related delays 
during the development assessment process.  

Reports from any meeting will be considered in the assessment process if a development application is 
lodged.

The requirement for subsequent meetings will be determined based on the Panel’s recommendations and 
any changes required.


