
DEVELOPMENT AND COMPLIANCE – 
WHOLESALE MOTOR DEALER’S LICENCE
WHAT IS A WHOLESALE MOTOR DEALER’S
LICENCE?
The Department of Fair Trading requires those who wish 
to engage in the wholesale of motor vehicles to obtain a 
Wholesale Motor Dealer’s Licence. As part of this process, 
the local Council must be informed of the application 
and given the opportunity to comment on the proposal 
prior to a licensing application being considered by the 
Department of Fair Trading. 

The wholesale motor dealer’s activity is to be carried out 
in a building or a room or a number of rooms forming part 
of or ancillary to a dwelling-house in an attached dwelling 
where:

a.    the activity does not occupy a total floor area of more 
than 50 square metres; and

b.    the dwelling house or attached dwelling situated on 
the land is still principally used as a domicile; and  

c.    the activity, occupation or industry does not:-
i.     interfere with the amenity of the locality by 

reason of pollution; or
ii.    involve exposure to view from any public place of 

any unsightly matter; or
iii.   require the provision of any essential service 

main of a greater capacity than that available in 
the locality; or

iv.   involve the employment of persons other than 
residents of the dwelling house or dwelling; or

v.    involve the exhibition of any notice, 
advertisement or sign (other than a notice or 
sign which would fit within a rectangular figure 
1.2 metres in length and 0.6 metres in height 
and exhibited on that dwelling house or dwelling 
to indicate the names and occupations of the 
residents thereof); or

vi.  result in a significant increase in traffic; and

d.    The activity does not involve the storage, display and 
sale of vehicles from the nominated premises.

e.    A minimum of one off-street car parking space is 
provided per activity or occupation carried on if the 
property is in an urban area, and

f.    There is a maximum of one such activity or occupation 
per dwelling.  

 
IS APPROVAL FROM COUNCIL REQUIRED?
If the proposed activity complies with the definition 
requirements listed above, no planning consent is 
required.

However, you are required to submit to Council in writing 
your intention to operate as a Wholesale Motor Dealer and 
provide relevant details to demonstrate compliance with 
the specific definition.  
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IS A WHOLESALE MOTOR DEALER PERMITTED IN 
YOUR ZONE?

In all rural and residential zones except RU3, IN1, IN2, B5, 
B6, B7, SP2, RE1, RE2, E1, E2 and W2 in the Shire. Refer to 
LEP 2012 to confirm permissibility.  
 
HOW DO I OBTAIN A WHOLESALE MOTOR DEALER 
LICENCE?
Check if you comply with the wholesale motor dealer’s 
activity definition points (a) – (f) detailed above. If any building 
works are proposed, a Development Application may be 
required. You are advised to contact Council’s Duty Building 
Surveyor to discuss any proposed building works.

If you do not meet the requirements, Council will raise 
objection to the issue of a wholesale motor dealer’s licence 
at the premises by the Department of Fair Trading. 

IS IT NECESSARY TO DISCUSS THE APPLICATION WITH 
A COUNCIL OFFICER?
If you are unclear as to whether your business complies with 
the wholesale motor dealers licence requirements you should 
contact the Duty Town Planner to seek further advice.  

I AM READY TO APPLY FOR A WHOLESALE MOTOR 
DEALER’S LICENCE?
Your intention to operate a Wholesale Motor Dealer must be 
signed by ALL owners of the subject site. Write a letter into 
Council with your intention to operate a Wholesale Motor 
Dealer.

Provide details of how your proposal will satisfy ALL the 
requirements outlined in the Wholesaler Motor Dealer 
definition. Include a site plan and floor plan indicating where 
your Motor Dealer will be operating and drawings of any 
signage proposed.

FEES
Fees should be paid in accordance with the Council’s Fees 
and Charges.

FURTHER INFORMATION
If you are unsure, please ask-Time spent early may avoid 
delays later.
Customer Service Centre: 
3 Columbia Court, Norwest NSW 2153
Phone: 9843 0555
Duty Town Planner: 9843 0469
Hours: 8:30 am to 4:30 pm, Monday to Friday
Website: www.thehills.nsw.gov.au

DISCLAIMER
This fact sheet provides a summary of the major issues 
concerning wholesale motor dealer’s licences. The 
requirements contained within this fact sheet relate to all 
applications lodged with Council’s Environment and Planning 
Services department for which they are applicable. Any person 
using this document must do so on the basis that not every 
scenario and issue can be addressed, and discussion with the 
relevant staff at Council’s Customer Service Centre should be 
undertaken. This document is subject to change without notice


