
WHEN IS AN INSPECTION REQUIRED?
Inspections are required to be carried out by the Principal 
Certifier (a Building Surveyor, if you choose Council) at critical 
stages of the construction process. When an application for a 
Construction Certificate or Complying Development Certificate 
is submitted, an assessment is made to determine at which 
stages of the building process, inspections are necessary. 

This is based on the type of building work being undertaken.

WHY DO I NEED INSPECTIONS?
Inspections during construction are required to ensure that 
work being carried out remains consistent with what has 
been approved in the Development Consent, Construction 
Certificate or Complying Development Certificate and that 
the building will meet the Building Code of Australia, and 
acceptable standards for health, safety and amenity.

WHO CAN CARRY OUT INSPECTIONS FOR ME?
Only the nominated Principal Certifier may carry out the 
nominated inspections. This can be Council or another 
Registered Certifier. 

HOW MUCH DOES AN INSPECTION COST?
We offer construction inspections at competitive rates, and will 
email the result to you, or your builder.
We only require notice the day before to carry out your 
inspection, you can contact our Development Certification 
Team on 9843 0431 for a fee estimate.

WHAT INSPECTIONS ARE REQUIRED FOR MY 
APPLICATION?
The number of inspections required is based on the type 
of building being constructed and the inspections required 
by legislation for that type of building. Once we have been 
appointed as principal certifier, we will provide a schedule of 
the inspections we require. This would normally accompany 
your construction certificate or complying development 
certificate.

EXAMPLES OF REQUIRED INSPECTIONS
Piers
Footings
Slab
Bearers & Joists
Frame
Waterproofing
Stormwater
Final
Pool Excavations
Pool Steel
Pool Barrier Fencing

Complex projects and those on bushfire prone land may 
require additional inspections.

WHAT HAPPENS IF AN INSPECTION REQUIRED BY 
THE PRINCIPAL CERTIFIER IS NOT CARRIED OUT?
It is important that the inspections nominated by your principal 
certifier are carried out. If they aren’t, difficulties may arise 
in finalising the work or obtaining an Occupation Certificate 
allowing use of the structure. Rectifying such a situation is time 
consuming, may involve removal of works and expensive third 
party certification.

FURTHER INFORMATION
If you are unsure, please ask
Time spent early may avoid delays later

Certification team: 9843 0431
Senior Development Advisor: 9843 0469/0470
Hours: 8:30 am to 4:30 pm, Monday to Friday
Website: www.thehills.nsw.gov.au

DISCLAIMER
This fact sheet provides a summary of the major issues concerning 
mandatory critical stage building inspections. Any person using 
this document must do so on the basis that not every scenario and 
issue can be addressed, and discussion with the relevant staff at 
Council’s Customer Service Centre should be undertaken. This 
document is subject to change without notice
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