
1. Baulkham Hills Shire Council

In 1905, the NSW State Government introduced the Local
Government (Shires) Extension Act, creating Municipal Councils for
areas with a population exceeding 500 people. The Baulkham Hills
Shire came into formal existence on 6 March 1906.Accordingly, on
16 June, three newly appointed district representatives met at the
J.Pearce property to hold the first unofficial Council Meeting.
Council meetings were held in a house on Old Northern Road in
1906 (now The Piazza).The current Council Chamber was opened
18 July 1982 and The Hills Centre for Performing Arts was opened
on 10 September 1988.

129 Showground Road,
Castle Hill 
Ph: (02) 9843 0555 
Open 8.30am-4.30pm 
www.baulkhamhills.nsw.gov.au 

Castle Hill Showground is
behind these buildings.The first Show was held at Rogans Hill in
1886 and commenced at this site in 1891.The Castle Hill Show is
held each year over 3 days of the weekend 2 weeks before Easter.

For bookings and event information, Ph: (02) 8850 2257 
Email: bookings@castlehillshowground.com 
www.castlehillshowground.com 

2. Solicitor’s Office, formerly Patrick White’s house 

The house was built in late 1880s as part of
a poultry farm. Nobel Prize winning author
Patrick White lived there from 1949 to
1963 and called the property ‘Dogwoods’.
His name for Castle Hill was ‘Sarsparilla’ as
used in his play ‘The Season at Sarsparilla’

and his novel ‘The Solid Mandala’.

74 Showground Road, Castle Hill 

3. Old Police Station 

Built in 1897, was manned continuously until December 1989. In
1997 it was purchased by Castle Towers Shopping Centre.

Cnr Old Northern and Showground Roads 

4. Old Castle Hill Public School 

Opened in January 1880 with Mr Ussher as
the Headmaster and the Postmaster. The
Post Office being a cubicle on the front
verandah. In 1998 the School moved to Les
Shore Place and Castle Towers now own the
site.

Old Northern Road, next to the Old Police Station 

5. Arthur Whitling Castle Hill Park

In January 1923, this site became the Castle Hill Railway Station and
Goods Yard. The train ceased to run from Parramatta to Rogans Hill
in January 1932. In 1936 an RSL Club was built on the southern

Contact

Baulkham Hills Shire Council

129 Showground Road
CASTLE HILL NSW 2154

Phone:9843-0555 Fax:9843-0409
info@baulkhamhills.nsw.gov.au
www.baulkhamhills.nsw.gov.au

For more information on the history of the Shire,visit
www.baulkhamhills.nsw.gov.au/library/local_studies_resources.aspx 

or can be obtained at your local library.

Sydney Hills Visitors Information Centre 
"The Pines" Historic Property & Roughley House

656a Old Norther Road,DURAL 
Ph:1300 884 881 

Acknowledgements to Noelene Pullen,Pam Wilson and 
The Hills District Historical Society for their assistance.

Tourism Information

www.sydneyhills.com.au

corner of the Park that was extended to
become a Community Centre in 1974. It
was demolished in January 2005 for park
extensions .A memorial to Arthur Whitling
records his achievements as the longest
serving Councillor (1908-1948) and Shire

President for 20 terms.

Cnr Old Northern Road and McMullen Avenue, Castle Hill 
Ph: (02) 9843 0555 

6. Hills Family Funerals
formerly 'The Hermitage' 

This is the Shire’s oldest known building. In March 1802  Verincourt
De Clambe obtained the only grant in the Castle Hill Reserve of 100
acres and built a three-roomed slab cottage called ‘The Hermitage’.
De Clambe experimented with growing cotton, coffee, tobacco,
grapes and olives.When he died in 1804 his grant reverted to the
crown. In 1825 ex-convict John Rogan bought the 1818 Duff grant
and lived in ‘The Hermitage’. Rogans Hill is named after him. In
1877 E.J.Black bought Rogans Hill and established his stables and
coach line. In 1904 George Muir operated a Blacksmith’s Shop here.
In 1906 Muir purchased ‘The Hermitage’ which he extended and
became the Council Pound Keeper. In 2001 his granddaughter sold
the property to Castle Ridge Retirement Complex. Restoration of
the house revealed the original 1802 cottage. In 2007 Hills Family
Funerals bought the house.A 200-year-old Indian Pine tree stands
near the front gate.

340 Old Northern Road, Rogans Hill
Ph: (02) 9838 7711 

7. Castle Hill Heritage Park 
This is the site of the Government Farm
established at Castle Hill in 1801 by
Governor King. It was a public agricultural
settlement worked by convict labour. In
1803, stone barracks and huts were built for
the convicts who laboured on the farm and
by 1804, 700 acres of land had been cleared

which produced sixteen thousand bushels of wheat. In 1811 the farm
was closed, considered uneconomic due to poor harvests while the
stone barracks were converted first into an asylum in 1818, and then
to a church (St. Simons) in 1828. St. Simons was demolished in 1866
and the remaining land that had not been subdivided, was sold and
developed as an orchard. It was the Government Farm site where
convicts broke out in a rebellion, which led to the ‘Battle of  Vinegar
Hill’. Today, the site has become a major archaeological resource with
remains of early buildings, wells, roads, tracks, fencing and bridges.

The park has been developed at a cost of more than $ 3.4 million,
and was officially opened by Her Excellency Prof Marie Bashir,
Governor of New South Wales in March 2004 and features excellent
interpretative signage on the colourful history of this park.

Heritage Park Drive (off Old Castle Hill Road), Castle Hill
Ph: (02) 9843 0555 

Reserve open all-year round and gates open until sunset.Temporary
toilet facilities available.

8.The Pines Historic Property, Roughley House 

The Pines is a charming country colonial
home of the Roughley family built by
James Roughley in 1856. It is a small
vernacular timber cottage with original
timber outbuildings.A significant stand of
tall pine trees, planted over 130 years ago,

dominates the skyline. The house has been the residence of the
Roughley family since its construction and the home denotes the
changing lifestyle of one family over five generations. House viewing
by appointment or on advertised days.

656a Old Northern Road, Dural (next to the Sydney Hills Visitors
Information Centre) 
Ph: 1300 884 881 / (02) 8853 1911 

Open 7 days 9.30am-3.30pm. Gold coin donation 
www.sydneyhills.com.au

9. Geranium Cottage Nursery and Café 

Part of George Acres 500 acre grant which
was subdivided into 30-acre orchard blocks
in 1880s.The weatherboard cottage would
have been built at this time. Between 1930
and 1993 this property was owned by
Ralph and Dolly Johnston. Since 1999 the

Dale family has operated Geranium Cottage Nursery on this site, and
the newly-built Café, Barn and Nursery are open daily.

828 Old Northern Road, Middle Dural 
Ph: (02) 9652 0475 

Open 7 days 9am-5pm 
www.geraniumcottage.com.au 

10. Heritage Haven

A 30-acre orchard subdivision in 1880s, the weatherboard house
would have been built at this time by the Porter family who lived
there until it was sold to James Webb in 1945. The house remained in
the Webb family until 1993 when John and Mary Hackett bought the
house and opened a Herb Farm.

834 Old Northern Road, Middle Dural 
Ph: (02) 9652 2878 
Open Fridays and Saturdays or by appointment for groups 

11. Glenorie Memorial Hall

The site of the Glenorie School of Arts, this
timber hall was built in 1902.The brick
Memorial Hall was erected in 1932 and
opened on 14 January 1933. It contains a
collection of historical photographs of the
district during 1940’s-1950’s era.

1729 Old Northern Road, Glenorie, Ray Whiteman 
Ph: (02) 9652 2454 

Open to group bookings on request and public open days during
Australia day,Anzac Day and Labour Day 

12.Wisemans Ferry District

Wisemans Ferry is one of Australia’s best-
kept tourist secrets. Set amid spectacular
mountain scenery beside the Hawkesbury
River, the village of Wisemans Ferry lies at
the centre of a remarkable range of
attractions.The river can be crossed on

Australia’s oldest ferry service, begun by Solomon Wiseman in 1827.
Nearby is the convict-built Old Great North Road.

By 1794 settlers had moved into the area west of Wisemans Ferry
where wheat, grain and other crops were grown for the Colony.These
early farmers provided Sydney Town with almost half its food supply.
The produce was delivered by boat down the Hawkesbury River and
Wisemans Ferry rapidly developed as an important river port.

The settlement was named after Solomon Wiseman, a journeyman
lighterman, who arrived in Sydney on 20 August 1806. In 1817 he
was granted 200 acres on the banks of the Hawkesbury. In 1826 he
built himself a handsome two-storey residence called Cobham Hall.

During this time the main land route from Sydney to Newcastle was
via Windsor to Wisemans Ferry and up the Putty Road to Singleton.
In 1827 a new route via Castle Hill gained popularity and, as result,
Solomon Wiseman built a punt and was granted a seven year lease on
the rights to transport goods and travellers across the Hawkesbury
River.

The Aboriginal people of this area, the Dharug tribe, occupied the
land for at least 15,000 years.They lived by fishing, hunting and
gathering. Many indicators of Aboriginal occupation of the area
remain. From shell middens to campfire sites, from rock carvings to
cave paintings, there are hundreds of visible signs of the original
inhabitants of this area.

Other areas of interest in Wisemans Ferry 

Wisemans Ferry Inn, River Road 
The present hotel incorporates Cobham Hall, the original home of
Solomon Wiseman.The interior of the old hotel built in 1828, has
been greatly changed, however some cedar doors and frames remain.

Solomon Wiseman Statue, Old Northern Road
Adjacent to the shopping centre is located the bronze statue of
Solomon Wiseman.The Wisemans Ferry Chamber of Commerce
commissioned the statue as a Bicentennial Project in 1988.

Cable Ferry Wisemans Ferry, Old Northern
Road
Solomon Wiseman established the ferry across the Hawkesbury River
at Wisemans Ferry in 1827. It is the longest-serving ferry service in
Australia, and was part of the main road from Sydney to the Hunter
Valley before the construction of the Pacific Highway. The present
ferry was built in 1926.

Cable Ferry Webbs Creek, Old Northern Road
A second ferry operates at peak times and was established many years
after the original crossing, to serve the people living at Webbs Creek
and along the Western side of the McDonald River.

13. Stonehouse Grove

This single-storey stone house was constructed in 1885 and the cafe
was renovated from stables. Many antiques and memorabilia, including
a 1924 Dodge car, are on display.

1370 Wisemans Ferry Road, South Maroota 
Ph: (02) 4575 0155 

Open 7 days from 7.30am, Sunday 8.30am-4pm 

14.The Great Drain 

The Great Drain is cut into sandstone for 70 metres, 6.5 metres deep
at the top and 2.3 metres wide, connecting swampy farmland with the
Hawkesbury River.The site is a unique example of early work of
such magnitude, to control drainage on the Lower Hawkesbury. It had
a sophisticated sluice to repel tidal or flood water from the river, and
the only evidence for elaborate drainage works constructed in this
early period remains outside Sydney. The rock cut foundations are
extremely early (1795-1810) and are associated with an interesting
first fleet convict, Charles Williams.

Pacific Park, South Maroota 

15. Cattai National Park 

Cattai National Park is a small (424ha) but important National Park,
situated on the Hawkesbury River. The National Park consists of
three areas - the Cattai National Park at the junction of Cattai Creek
and Hawkesbury River, Hope Farm adjoining Cattai Park to the
north and Mitchell Park approximately 2.5km upstream along Cattai
Creek.

Cattai has historical significance as its
landscape shows well-preserved evidence of
European farming and changed land use
and has many archaeological remains. In
1799, Dr Thomas Arndell, an assistant
surgeon on the First Fleet, was granted land

on the eastern side of the Hawkesbury River which he called
‘Caddie’. For thousands of years it was home to the Dharug people,
whose country also extended west of the Hawkesbury River (which
they called Deerubbin) and into the Blue Mountains.

Two Dharug clans, the Cattai and the Berooberongal, lived in the
Cattai area. Evidence of their occupation abounds - adjacent to Cattai
farm’s main access road, there are many Aboriginal axe-grinding sites.
Elsewhere,Aboriginal art sites, including rock engravings, can be seen.

For the past 170 years the land within Cattai Park and Hope Farm
has been used for agricultural activities including grazing of sheep and
cattle, logging, orchards and cash cropping.

Wisemans Ferry Road, Cattai 
Cumberland North Area Office, National Parks and Wildlife Service,
Ph: (02) 4572 3100 

Other areas of interest in Cattai National Park 

Caddie House 
Convicts built Caddie House in 1821 for Dr Thomas Arndell.Apart
from being the assistant surgeon on the First Fleet, he was also the

Colony’s Assistant Surgeon, and then Superintendent of Parramatta
Hospital. Caddie House is a typical early colonial farmhouse.The
Arndell family occupied the property ‘Caddie Park’ for seven
generations until 1981.The National Park offers historic tours of the
homestead each Sunday afternoon; interpretive signs explain the
features of this historic area.The Hope Farm Mill and the Cattai
Homestead, which were built in the 1800s, are listed by the National
Trust and the Australian Heritage Commission.

Hope Farm and Mills Ruins 
The mill in the property is claimed to be the earliest industrial
building in Australia. It was constructed between 1806 and 1809 and
built by Dr Thomas Arndell and was used to grind wheat into flour.
The windmill consisted of a permanent tower mill with a revolving
cap, which supported the axle of the sails. Hope Farm constructed in
1915 is a federation-style building has a hipped roof with ventilation
gablets at each end of the ridge. Also some of the grain he grew was
transported by boat down the Hawkesbury to Sydney. Hope farm was
also part of the original land grant to Dr Arndell. It was separated
following the death of the second generation of Arndells. It was
aquired by the government in 1996 and incorporated back into the
National Park.

16. Hawkesbury Road (now Old Windsor Road)

By 1794 the path taken by settlers from Parramatta to Windsor was
known as the Hawkesbury Road.

17. Rouse Hill Estate

In 1816 Richard Rouse, who was the
Superintendent of Public Works at
Parramatta, was granted 450 acres at Vinegar
Hill which was renamed Rouse Hill in
1858.The stone house was started in 1813
and finished in 1818 in a Georgian style. He

had thoroughbred horses so leading architect John Horbury Hunt was
commissioned to design the stables.The Rouse/Terry families owned
the property until 1986 when it was acquired by the Historic Houses
Trust and open to the public since 1999.

Guntawong Road (Off Windsor Road), Rouse Hill,
Ph: (02) 9627 6777 
Visitor Centre and estate grounds open Wednesday to Sunday 
9.30am – 4.30pm,
House open for guided tours on the hour Wednesday,Thursday and
Sunday 10am – 2pm 
www.hht.net.au/museums/rh/main 

18. Rouse Hill Anglican Cemetery

This was established after February 1871 when Ruth Wade sold the
land to the Anglican Bishop of Sydney.The earliest known headstone
is of Grace Schofield, 1874. The cemetery has a unique oval
carriageway. The Friends of Rouse Hill Cemetery care for the
grounds.

Aberdour Avenue, Rouse Hill 

19. Aberdoon House

Aberdoon House is an intact example of an
old Colonial Georgian Cottage typical of
the early settlement of the Rouse Hill
district.The land surrounding was granted
to Thomas Clower on 13 January 1818.
Clower, a former convict, arrived in the

colony in 1798.The subsequent owner, Hugh Kelly was a well-
known early settler and landowner.The township of Kellyville owes
its origins to his name. Kelly purchased the property in 1826 and also
owned the nearby "Bird in the Hand" tavern located near Windsor
Road. He named his farm "Vinegar Hill Farm" to distinguish it from
the many properties he owned around the district.The property
passed to Alexander and William Gamack in 1841, who subdivided
the part of the original Clower grant adjacent to Windsor Road into
several smallholdings of approximately a quarter acre.The building has
been recently renovated by Council.

Cnr Aberdour and Clower Avenue, Rouse Hill,
Ph: (02) 8814 5877 

Open Tuesday to Friday from 9am-4pm 

20.William Harvey Reserve 

This forms part of stonemason William Harvey’s grant in 1818. In
1826 Hugh Kelly had purchased this grant and Clower’s grant to
form ‘Vinegar Hill Farm’.The land was mainly used for grazing and
fodder crops. Caddies Creek provided lush re-growth of grasses. Close
to the border of Vinegar Hill Farm (now Withers Rd) stands an
unmarked headstone. Could this be the grave of Hugh Kelly’s second
wife and daughter who are recorded as dying in a house fire in 1826
and were buried on Vinegar Hill Farm.

Mile End Rd, opposite Aberdoon House 

21.The Mean Fiddler Complex 

The built around 1826, John Booth
operated an Inn here from 1845 called the
‘Royal Oak Inn’ as a single storey stone
building with a paved stone verandah,
roofed with shingles. In 1858 John Seath
became the owner and licencee at the

Royal Oak until his death in 1876. There is no further record of an
Inn on Windsor Road at Rouse Hill after 1880.The Peterson family
had a poultry farm on this site in 1923. In 1963 ‘Windsor Way House’
sold antiques and food from the old inn. Between 1976 and 1979 the
‘Royal Oak Inn Restaurant’ operated here until in 1982. Larry and
Brigid Tuite opened the ‘Royal Oak Inn and Vinegar Hill Woolshed’.
The ‘Mean Fiddler’ Irish Pub emerged on 6 December 1996 and is
now commercially owned.

Cnr Windsor and Commercial Roads, Rouse Hill,
Ph: (02) 9629 4811 

Sunday - Wednesday 10am – Midnight 
Thursday – Saturday 10am - Late 
www.meanfiddler.com.au

22. Memorial to Convicts Involved in the Battle of
Vinegar Hill 

The memorial - in the form of a sculptured concrete wall - is located
at Castlebrook Memorial Park and Crematorium'.
The Battle of Vinegar Hill took place on 5 March 1804 along the
Hawkesbury Road in the vicinity of the memorial.The Sydney
Gazette reported that 233 convicts, mainly Irish, from Castle Hill
Government Farm fought Major Johnston’s company of 75 soldiers
and settlers in the battle. Fifteen died and many were wounded. Nine
ringleaders were sentenced to death by hanging, 34 were sent to Coal
River coalmines and the rest were flogged and sent back to
Government Farm. It was the first rebellion in the Colony.

Cnr Schofields and Windsor Roads, Rouse Hill
Ph: (02) 9629 1477

23. Bella Vista Farm 

This intact historic farm complex is of
cultural significance to our nation.
Established in the late 1700s, the complex
features a two-storey homestead, Bunya
Pine lined driveway and various farm
outbuildings set on a prominent hilltop. It

provides a rare surviving link between the community today, the first
European settlers and some of Australia's earliest rural development. In
1799, Major Joseph Foveaux received 960 acres in the Crestwood area
to which he added surrounding properties to create his “Stock Farm”
of 1770 acres.The Stock Farm was the largest sheep property in the
colony. He sold his farm with 1250 sheep on 5 October 1801 to John
Macarthur for 2000 pounds.The farm was managed by John Hindle
under the direction of Elizabeth Macarthur for the years John was
away in England.

By 1821 the Macarthurs had exchanged their “Seven Hill Farm”, by
then covering 2430 acres, with Crown land in Camden.The first
Macarthur Merino Sheep were brought to Bella Vista and lay claim to
be the birthplace of the Australian wool industry.The land was
subsequently divided into lots and taken up by Messers McDougall,
Acres, Robertson and Mrs Ward.The portion taken up by James
Robertson became known as “Robertson’s Farm”.

In 1842 William Thomas Pearce purchased 500 acres from Isabella
Acres who had acquired the property from Robertson in 1838. It was
during this period that the construction of the building that finally
became the homestead we see today commenced. The Pearce family
had a long association with the farm until 1950 when the property
was sold the North Sydney Tile and Brick Company.

Bella Vista Farm was transferred into Council ownership in 1998.
Council has adopted a Conservation Management Plan for the site.
Friends of Bella Vista Farm Park Committee Members work closely
with Council to assist in the ongoing maintenance and interpretation
of the site.

Elizabeth Macarthur Drive, Bella Vista, Limited access;
Ph: (02) 9843 0235 

What is Heritage? 
Heritage items may consist of landscapes, places, buildings, structures,
relics or works which are valued not simply because they are old, but
because they are associated with phases of history, or people and
events of great importance.

Places of heritage significance provide a link to the past, informing us
about our cultural history and often providing a sense of identity for a
community.

Heritage items are valuable resources that are not renewable and
which are becoming increasingly rare.They therefore deserve careful
consideration from owners, managers and the community.

Baulkham Hills Shire Council has an important role in ensuring the
long-term conservation of the Shire’s heritage for the benefit of
present and future generations.

Heritage in Baulkham Hills Shire 
There are a number of important historical phases and attributes that
have contributed to the present day heritage value of the Shire.They
include:

· pre-European settlement,
· very early roads,
· small farms along the Hawkesbury River,
· early settlement of the Cumberland Plain,
· orcharding, and 
· country retreats.

There are around 100 properties within the Shire of Baulkham Hills
which are considered to be of heritage significance.These places are
listed under Council’s principal planning instrument – Baulkham Hills
Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 2005.

Most heritage items in the Shire are private residences, while other
items include archaeological sites, farm buildings, schools and
churches.

Some of these items are not only significant to Baulkham Hills Shire,
but to the State of NSW, and the Nation.These include:

· Bella Vista Farm 
· Castle Hill Heritage Park
· Heritage Park, and 
· The Great North Road (Old Northern Road)

Heritage Initiatives 
As part of Council’s ongoing commitment to promoting the
conservation of the Shire’s heritage, Council has established a number of
initiatives to aid in the preservation of all heritage items.These include:

1. Hills Voices On Line - Baulkham Hills Shire Council's Oral
History Project

Read the stories, see the photos and hear the voices of people
representing various aspects of Baulkham Hills Shire’s history and
development.

The Shire is one of the larger and fastest growing Local Government
areas of Sydney, with two thirds in the north being rural land used for
farming and other agricultural industries.The south once saw
extensive agricultural activities by pioneer descendants and later by
migrant families.These suburbs have experienced the highest levels of
development and population growth and change is still rapidly
occurring.

Should you require any further information

visit www.baulkhamhills.nsw.gov.au/hillsvoices 

2. Heritage Assistance Fund 

It is acknowledged that the maintenance and conservation of heritage
items often requires a greater level of resource and care than more
modern buildings.

In recognition of this, Council has established a Heritage Assistance
Fund to provide financial assistance to property owners in maintaining
identified heritage items.The fund is also intended to encourage the
conservation of heritage items and promote a greater understanding
and awareness of heritage within the Shire.

Applications for funding will be called annually with a total of
$20,000 available.

The maximum level of funding per project is $2000 provided on a
‘dollar-for-dollar’ contribution basis.

In order to be eligible for funding:

• The item should be currently listed as a heritage item
under Baulkham Hills LEP 2005,

• Applications must only be for appropriate conservation
work, with priority given to the following projects:

- the repair, maintenance or reinstatement of original or
missing elements on buildings or in their garden setting;

- the repair, maintenance or reinstatement of traditional
fences;

- structural stabilisation of buildings or ruins;
- or the re-painting of buildings in traditional period

heritage colours,
- The stabilization, repair or conservation of significant

outbuildings, including sheds and barns.

The heritage of Baulkham Hills Shire is a valuable and non-renewable
resource which assists in the development and interpretation of the
Shire’s character and identity.As with other non-renewable resources,
heritage requires protection and conservation if it is to be enjoyed by
future generations.

Should you require any further information on
Council’s Heritage Assistance Fund, or the
management of the Shire’s heritage,
please contact Council on (02) 9843 0555.




